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2 July 13, 1975. | 
3 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) | 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: I'll call 

Z| the meeting to order this afternoon. We'll start now : 
6 | 


so that we can hear everyone before we have to leave 


"| tomorrow; so Mr. Veale? 
MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, we | 


| have Robert Bruce, Senior, to speak to the Inquiry now, | 











lly ROBERT BRUCE, SR., sworn: 
12 | THE WITNESS: Well, first of : 
3 | all I would like to thank Judge Berger and his staff, 
a and Arctic Gas and whoever else is a stranger here, to 
15) come and talk to us about the pipeline. 
16 | My name is Robert Bruce and 
17) I've got a couple of nick-names, but I guess you don't 
8 have to hear them, Where is that John? We calls me | 
a "Short", so my story's going to be short. | 
20 | First of all I'd like to say 
21 | about what we used to do before -- in the year 1957 when | 
22 | there was still no school in Old Crow. Well, we stay | 
23]/ around Old Crow and fish in the fall and hunt caribou on | 
24 the mountains, and then we gather that meat and we use | 
| 
25 | that till around Christmas, then we run out of meat again. 
26 | So most of the people have dog teams, we move out of | 
| town the lst of November and move around the mountains, 
2g | 


across, wherever we see caribou signs we hunt caribou, 
we kill caribou, we skin them, cut them up, come back 


home around eight or nine at night. | 


, 
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Then in the morning we hitch 
up our team and haul it in. If we dry the meat right in 
the tent, make racks and poles, women cut the meat and 
they wry Lt. In the morning when we get up, the fire 
go out at night and one morning when you get up it's 
like a rock, that meat froze; in the daytime it thaws 
out and dries, 

That SapartaOtes ty sande tien 
we do that right along every day until we get enough 
meat. Generally we get about six bales of dry meat, 
thats. about four caribou..to. each, bale site's notemuch, 
you know -- some green meat in it. 

February,just before Easter 
in February we start back, relay our meat one day ahead, 
two or three loads and then we move family. Then we 
leave the family, we relay further on. Abraham was 
doing most of the rdaying at that time, he was with me 
so I just do the hunting. 

Then we get back in time for 
Easter and we stay for Easter in town. After Easter we 
move up to Crow Flats. The same thing here again, we 
relay to about half-way to where we figure we're going 
to camp in town, we make one day trip and we move next 
day, come back and pick up our stuff and move further 
on the next day. That's how we work. It takes four 
days to go to Crow Flat. It took me four days to my 
place anyway. 

Well, that's that part of it, 
and that shows you how much change has been since 1957 


and today. Them days I used to have a dog pack for 





A 


Np a. | . oe iy 
_— dogart ew enkmtom ent ak aadt ee 
Ai Seipix team ony yxb ow 31 tik $1 tans, ba. nase 200 | 
) One aaom ate tuo memow .estog brs exoes exem anes ‘onl 
uit sis qu 3p ew aude paictom sd at 2 ya yor 
ati qu top woy aodw prinzon eno bas sighs 48 3u0 op 
awa 3 onisyab arta ai sesex3 seen and? 20x @ eal 


-Refsb ais ue 











nsc3 res ated to gusq a! seat 
fpeons tae ow lida yeh yteve pnois dips seat ob ow. 
, tom wits 19 2eoisd xis dvods sep ew yilstene® .dsem 
,foun Zon e’31 .oled doss of wodixs> xww0et juods a'3sd3 
wok uN t£9m nasip emoe -- werd uoY 

| Besned stoisd geut, vrsvided | 
, be Aris scab 9710 tsem avo ysisx ,Aosd trata sw + renwal at 
ow aed? ,yfing? evom ew aedd bas ebsol se1tt to ow? 
eswmsiexdk ,no reitiwi yafoxr ew ,ylims? os eveel 
on Atiw shw off , omit sedt 76 eetiysion arts to Jeon paitob 
| pais ani and ob taut I o#8 
sot omit ai Aosd Fep sw aedT | ; | . 
ov tagesd xs3IA  .nwodt ai tetesda 102 yete ow bas 182267 
ow ,aisps oten paid? emse edt .atalt word OF qm svom 
priiLop nities sivpit sw stedw o7 yaw-tLed i te ot yalox 
3xon svom ew Ban gqit3 yeh | eno eXsn ow ,nmwot mi qn ot 
rorigau2 avon Sas pute two qu ADig bas X08 gap 3 ¥8D 
1u03 zo463 31 .xx0Ow ow worl lly 53 -¥55 3x9sm 943 m0 


fo 


yon ot weed, wot oi, Aood aI .2ol% word oF op od ays 


“¥swyas. sosig | 
ti to s18q 26189 e* seria Leh | Livan 
Tees ee re or oh eet 


~<a xa> matt 


sot Aosq pob s sved oF beau I ayab posi sey 


‘ 






t 
‘ 
€ 
a, 
¢ 
& 
e 
p 


- 





ba 


Te POS TG. Lt bai, 1479 
< n Hans Ee 


Re SBLuce, Sr. 


every dog I got, I had nine dogs. They all packed. 
Today I got six dogs, not one pack. Big change. 

Well, the next is the pipeline. 
Oh, there was something about here when I went to school 
too, back in -- I was born in Rampart House, I don't know 
what year -- 1914, I think; and then I went to school 
to Carcross in 1921, stayed there till 1928 and never 
came home once. Well, I guess my parents couldn't 
afford holiday for me so I had to tough it out at school. 
In that school we worked in the mornings three hours 
and then we go to afternoon school for three hours. The 
boys go afternoon, work the same thing. In those eight 
years I don't think I learned -- I didn't even went 
through Grade 4, to tell you the truth. So TI got 
poor education. That's" all right" just as 
long as I'm still alive. 

About the pipeline, first of 
all I'd like to see the pipeline come somewhere else 
instead of near Old Crow, because if it comes through 
near our village, with the pipeline will come the bad 
and the good. The bad will be people that work on 
the pipeline weekends, you know, come into town and 
have a good time and get some of our young folks drunk. 
First thing you know, a big fight in the streets. 

Another thing I don't like it 
for, it kills everything. If pipeline bursts or some- 
thing like that, oil destroys mostly everything there 
is, Another thing, the good of it is the boys will 
get jobs, the younger boys. How long will that job 


last after they're through working? 
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R. Bauce,, Sr. 


What about this gas? It was 
one of the Arctic boys, I think, mentioned that the gas 
pipeline bursts, a flame goes up. What would it be 
if it goes through that timber line? If it goes through 
a timber line there's going to be a fire some place, 
I'm pretty sure of that, because if it goes up, a flame 
goes up and spreads out, timber will catch fire. That's 
the reason why most of the people doesn't like the 
pipeline coming through his land, they like to see their 
land the way it is, the way we used to hunt on it, trap, 
do whatever what we like the way it is. 

Well, there's not much else to 
Say. Even if it still comes through, well I think our 
whole Town of Old Crow will go down the drain. It's 
going to be settled with people then, Old Crow. 

That's about all I have to Say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Bruce. I wonder if you could let us have your 
statement that you were reading from? 

A It's not quite the same 
as what I -- 

Q Weill; alnboeright rel t's 
just notes? 

A Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
Well, thank you very much for your remarks. 

A Thanks to you. 

(WLTNESS ASIDE) 
MR, VEALE: Your name is 


Peter Nukon , and I believe you've been sworn already? 
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P. Nukon 


PETER NUKON, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, I'd 
like to state more and add more to what I last said, 

At the beginning of my first 
interview I told you about one thing, the Old Crow 
people got worrying about this pipeline was the danger 
of fires. Today I'll tell you about some wre things 
My people and I are worrying about. 

First, I work with the Fisher- 
ies people for four years tagging fish, then we would 
check with the people who are catching the fish so we 
could trace where the fish were going. In other words, 
if we tagged a fish around Crown Flats or somewhere, 
we'll catch him up in the Porcupine somewhere ; that 
proves where the fish are going. 

I saw the creeks along the 
North Slope which would be nearly empty one day, and 
after a rain they would be full right up to the banks. 
These creeks would run swiftly when they were full and 
I could see how the great force of the water was wash- 
ing away the banks just like you see here in Old Crow. 
I saw many places where the caribou crossed these 
rivers. I believe the caribou know how and when to 
cross these rivers. I saw the places where the caribou 
roamed around and feed, It's a beautiful place to look 
at. I looked at the places where the pipeline will 
cross these creeks and rivers. When I was working 
with Fisheries we marked all these markings, all the 
rivers and creeks we saw, I know just exactly where 


they will be crossing. 
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Now I know Arctic Gas say 
there will be no damage and that the pipeline will not 
break. Many of my people do not know what a pipeline 
is and they are worrying about damage, We are worried 
about how they can put a pipeline under a creek or 
river without doing damage when the river is swift and 
full of water. I think the pipeline will be washed 
bare with no gravel over it; and when freezeup comes 
I'm afraid the cold pipeline will freeze the waters 
in the bottom of streams where the fish live in the 
Winter. When breakup comes, I'm afraid the pipeline 
will not be protected from the ice. The Water Resource 
people from Whitehorse have been coming into Old Crow 
for many years to measure our rivers. They have told 
us that the depth of the water in the Porcupine River 
has changed as much as 15 feet in one year in some 
places. 
It seems to me that Arctic 
Gas will have to put their pipeline a long way down into 
the ground if they are going to cross the rivers safely. 
Now I will ask you to take a 
look at -- I've got a map I thought I was going to show 
you here but it's in the next room. Ah, there it is. 
I will ask you to take a look at an aerial photograph 
of Old Crow. When the first government people first came 
to Old Crow to talk about building an airport here, it 
was about the same time the oil was discovered in Alas- 
ka. They asked several people in Old Crow where they 
should put the airport. They were told to put it up 


on the first bench of the mountain. I guess you can 
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see it there. You can see in the aerial photo how the 
airport cuts us off from our mountain. Before the 
airport this area was full of berries, it was for the 
kids and the old people used to go to get rabbits and 
ptarmigan. Now they have to go out aways to get these 
things. 

When the pipeline comes, 
Arctic Gas and a lot of other people will be using 
our airport. It will be busy and we are afraid the 
D.O.T. will not allow us to walk across it or drive 
our skidoos across it. We have to cross this air 
strip to get to some of our trappingJrounds. We go 
that way to get to Crow Flats. We had to build a 
new Ski Lodge on the other side of the air strip be- 
cause we could not use our skis on the air strip be- 
cause it is ploughed bare to gravel in the wintertime, 
Now we may not be allowed to even walk to our new 
Ski Lodge. Skiing is very important to us in Old Crow, 
It is our main recreation in the wintertime, 

I want you to know, Judge 
Berger, that my people in Old Crow are very worried 
about the pipeline. I know they are a lot more worried 
than they are telling you. Old Crow people do not 
want -- Old Crow people do not like to complain, and 
maybe that's why we are not talking to you as strong 
as we feel. We are worried that we will have no more 
good drinking water if things go wrong. We are worried 
that the fish will get sick,will be poisoned, or just 
go onto another good, clear water. We are worried 


that our caribou will start looking for other places 
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M. Kassie 


to migrate. We know they are already upset about all 
this pipeline research activities and are acting in 
strange ways that we don't understand. 

Mostly what would become of 
us 1f our village, our hunting and fishing ground 
is ruined? The only thing would be left is the pipe- 
line back of our village and here once _ had a few 
hundred people. 

This will be all I'll have 
to say for now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank yau, 
Mr. Nukon. Do you mind telling me how old you are, 
M. Nukon? 

A 20% 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. VEALE: Is Mary Kassie 
here? Could we have Mary Kassie sworn in? Mr. Nukon 
is going to read her staterent. 


THES COMMESSTONER: +) Yess rthexs 


is a witness to be sworn in at the back, Miss Hutch- 


inson. The statement will be marked as an exhibit 
and constitute part of the permanent record of the 
proceedings of the Inquiry. 


(STATEMENT OF PETER NUKON MARKED EXHIBIT C-80) 


MARY KASSIE, Sworn: 


MR. NUKON: "The proposed v2:e12> 


Hearing, Mr. Judge Berger, you've seen a bit 


of our living here in the village and out in the Old 
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Mrs.M, Kassie 


Crow Flats. My parents have been living out in the 
flats a long time before I was born. My great-grand- 
parents, Mr. and Ms, Kwatlatig have been working 
in this area for a long time but I don't remember the 
stories they told me in the early childhood. 

I remember working with my 
parents since I was seven years old. I remember work- 
ing very hard with my parents and with the hard-working 
dogs. I am alone now and I still work out there in the 
same area, Mr. Berger, as you have seen for yourself 
this past spring, I am not speaking for myself only, 
but for my fellow residents of Old Crow, 

I have been listening to a 
few of the peoples presentation here of the proposed 


pipeline preliminary hearings, and I know that they are 


, 
cars 


telling the truth. They are thinking of their children's 
future, and I am, too. The children should have a chance 
to learn all the skills of their own culture and ways of 
living. I was very surprised and happy to have my oldest 
son, Danny, to Kill caribou for me to dry this spring. 

I taught Danny to kill caribou and if he ever wounds a 
Cabiuou-turgO aLterw et uUntLiehe kills uit, 

This past spring he wounded a 
caribou and had to run a half-mile to kill the caribou. 
This shows how much we love our animals. A good many 
times I was very tired and had to do all the trapping 
and hunting, but I did not give up as I had children 
to feed. I've managed to bring up my children to the 
age when they can help me. I've been employed in var- 


ious jobs and I know it is hard. 
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Mrs. M, Kassie 
Mrs. EB. vosepn 


helper 
Example of various jobs are kitchen housekeeper. I 


know it is hard, too, to bring up children even with- 
out catches of fish and meat. I can't imagine how it 
would be to bring up children if we did not have our 
caribou and fish. This will be ruined and done away 
with if the pipeline ever comes through our land. I 
don't want the pipeline to come through, 

The proposed route of the 
pipeline is near my spring camp out at Old Crow Flats 
and I dnn't like that because it will destroy my trap- 
ping grounds, then I will have nothing. T Eyctihnass 
happens I feel I hwe the right to press charges 
against the people that destroyed my land. 

This is all I have to Say. 
Thank you to you, Mr. Berger, for listening to me, 
and the rest of the people, and thank you for helping 
us. 


MARY K’‘ASSIE & FAMILY," 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mrs. Kassie. That statement will be marked as an 
exhibit and form part of the permanent record of the 
proceedings of the Inquiry. 

(STATEMENT OF MARY K.ASSIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-81) 

MEL VEALE Ss Ty think. Char hie 
Peter Charlie can point out where Mary Kassie's 
spring camp is on the Crow Flats. 

MRS. BDITH JOSEPH, Sworn: 


MRS OSE PH: “THis (1s hdith 


Joseph speaking now. Well, ladies and gentlemen -- 


THE. -LNTERBRETER ts ole ssays 
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i Re. Mrs. E. Joseph 
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she came here to the table to speak out her say, too. 
She said she was born in Alaska, Eagle, Alaska. She 
was brought up there and she attended a school there 
for seven years. 

She said her mother had a 
brother that lived here in Old Crow but most of the 
time he was living up around Whitestone. Anyway, her 
mother's brother was John Nukon, who was living up 
around Whitestone. Anyways, he lost his wife and 
after he lost his wife I guess they wrote to his 
people there, his sister in Eagle, that he wanted them 
to come back and stay with him up here. That's how 


come they came up here around 1940. 


1940 when 
they came back to Old Crow she said the people around 
here was living like long-ago people, and she said 


after a while John Nukon had died 


She said 
it's around 1962 that the "Whitehorse Star" wanted 
somebody to report news from their own home town, so 
at that time Rev. Simon and his wife were up here 
in Old Crow so Mrs. Simons went and talked to her if 
she could write the news for Old Crow people, so 
that's what she was doing ever since. 

She said around 1940, summer 
time, people used to stay out of town and they used 


to fish along the river to make their living, and she 
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Mrs. E. Joseph 


said she mentioned my name there that she said I used 
to go out in the bush and stay out in the bush most of 
the time to make my living. She said my trapping 
cabin is up around 25 miles away from Old Crow; and 
then she mentioned that Old Crow people used to stay 
Out in the bush most of the time trapping. Some of 
them go north of Old Crow around the Crow Flat area, 
and some of them go south of Old Crow. She wants to 
go back to talk about the pipeline, too. 

She, too, heard that the 
pipeline was going to be not too far away from Old 
Crow, north of Old Crow here, and she understand that 
this pipeline would run underground some places. It's 
going to be covered with earth and then other places 
will be on surface somewheres along four feet above 
the ground. Supposing if this pipeline happen to 
break some place, there would be oil spread out through 
the land, 

The main part of our livine 
up here out of the land and out of the river is 
fish. This is mostly what we live on, and supposing 
this pipeline would cross the river above us somewhere 
and supposing it bust near the river and the oil got 
into the water so that the fish died off fromethssorl. 
It's not only for the fish, she said. The water will 
be polluted with oil and the people there are going to 
have a hard time to get drinking water. She said if 
it happened to bust far away from a river, she said 
supposing it happened close to Old Crow here and the 


oil was spread out over land, she said it will spoil 
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2, B.C, Mrs. E. Joseph 


our berry patches and she said the people in Old 


Crow go for berries every summer up along the mountain. 


There's a few old people still 


living here in Old Crow and those kind of people, 
they never see no big activities and she said if 

anything like that come up here she said the older 
people perhaps couldn't stand this kind of traffic. 

She thought, too, that the 
pipeline would bring a lot of traffic to”"Old Crow, 
there would be cars coming in from different places, 
there would be a lot of traffic in Old Crow, 

She, too, said that there's 
people been making speech now for two days and she 
Said some of them mentioned if a big crowd of people 
come to such a little village as we have here, she 
Said it would be crowded with people and she too 
thought that it would bring good people who was going 
to help people, but otherwise she said there would be 
some bad people, too, the people who were going to 
lead the native people into things that they don't 
know. 

She mentioned there that 
it would even bring home troubles amongst the young 
people. She, too, she said she have all press reason 
against pipeline because that's why she mention it. 
She don't want pipeline come near Old Crow. 

She Sela this’ is all she 
thinks about and that's all she will say now, arm she 
would thank Judge Berger for coming to Old Crow to 


listen to her. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

A Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MRS. ELLEN BRUCE, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: She would 
like to say a few words about the pipeline, too. 

MR. VEALE: What's her name? 

THE INTERPRETER: Ellen Bruce, 

She, too,haard good things 
about pipeline. She heard that something going to 
happen, it wouldn't spoil nothing. This is what she 
heard about pipeline. But she don't believe that. 
She said that it wasn't very many years ago when the 
seismic started up here in this country south of 
her, of Old Crow, she said we already had the effect 
of that. She believe that we had an effect from that 
seismic because there used to be quite a bit of game 
in our country, such as fur-bearing animals and ptarmi- 


gan and rabbits, like that. She said there's nothing 


in that country now. 


She said it seems to her that 
even the caribou didn't came near Old Crow like they 
used to do. They're taking a different route and 
last fall when people started to hunt meat for winter 
nobody in Old Crow got meat because the caribou didn't 
show up. She said a lot of people have been travel- 
ling up the river, up the Porcupine River, and never 
seen no caribou; and they also went up Crow River and 


made quite a few trips out but nobody got no meat for 
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winter. Folks around town here, they used to snare 
rabbits, ptarmigan, like that; she said last winter 
some of the women went out eiehich otro ening) there's 
no sign of these kind of birds and rabbits like that. 

She wanted to put it this 
way, that she said if the pipeline go near Old Crow, 
it's going to spoil our livelihood and other things, 
going to spoil it for animals and she believes that 
there will be nothing near this town. 

The pipeline company came to 
Old Crow and had a meeting with Old Crow people quite 
a few times but they only tell us good things about 
the pipeline, but nothing bad about it. Everything 
would be perfect, nothing going to happen if they 
build pipeline. This is what the oil company brought 
to Old Crow people. 

She said supposing there was 
an oil pipeline camp up here near Old Crow, there 
would be lots of people there and supposing everything 
started destroyed or nothing to go for, people wouldit 
go anyplace, they'd just have to stay here in town 
and do nothing. 

She said everybody bring up 
their thought about the pipeline and she, too, she's 
bringing it up what she thought about it. She said 
even a dog, if their masters don't look after them, 
she said if they don't feed them for one week, don't 
give them water, the animal is going to die. She said 
it look to her if a big project is going to go near 


Old Crow, she said this is what's going to happen. 
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They're putting us in the position of where we don't 
know what we're going to do. We'll probably die off, 

She said she got a little 
boy seven years old. When this meeting started here 
the little boy was listening to it, he was sitting in 
the back here someplace and was listening to this 
meeting here. Last night when they went to bed he 
Said this little boy said, "Supposing if there was lots 
of people come to Old Crow," he said, "what I going 
to do? I can't go swimming. I can't go playing any 
place where I want." He said -- this little boy said, 
"That make me pretty sad." 

He is not the only kid that's 
thinking about like that. If a small kid talk about 
things like that it make people feel pretty bad. She 
said this is all she going to say and she would like 
to thank Judge Berger to come up to Old Crow, with 
his staff to help the people out, and she know very 
well that the people who came up here are working 
very hard coming up here to have a meeting like this. 
She said people work hard. She would liketo thank 
everyone who come up here to listen. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Bruce, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHARLIE BLAKE, sworn: 
THE WITNESS: MreaBberger, 
I, Charlie Blake, of Old Crow since '72, would like to 


ask Doug Rowe some questions about the pipeline. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 


Come up here, Mr. Rowe, and pull a chair uply Mr. Veale 


perhaps and let him advise you. 


MR. BLAKE: Yes, I would like to 


ask if the pipeline is, say, three or four feet above 
the ground, and lightning struck it, will there be a 
fire? 

MR. ROWE: First of all, the 
line will be buried almost entirely. There may be very 
short sections of it which in some terrain will be 
necessary to elevate above ground; but the majority of 
it would be buried. I suppose on the likelihood of 
lightning ever hitting anything that close to the 
ground it's very, very remote, but if it did I would 
doubt that there would be fire because the pipe would 
be very well insulated to ground. 

In the south they have pipe- 
line structures which are above-ground in certain 
locations and I have never heard of one of those being 
struck by lightning and catching fire. I think that's 
about all I could say on that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are you 
going to translate this? 

MR. BLAKE: My second question 
is if a fire occurred, how long would it take to stop 
the flow of gas from flowing through the pipe? 

MR. ROWE: As I understand the 
proposed design of the pipeline, now there would be 


automatic valves which would shut the gas off in the 


event that there was a pressure drop. These valves 
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would be placed -- I guess the distance probably between 
them hasn't been determined yet, but in the south of 
Canada the regulations, the government regulations require 
that these mainline valves be spaced no more than 20 
miles or 22 miles, I'm not sure which, around that dis- 
tance apart. In the event that there was a break, 
these automatic valves would isolate that section of 
the line where the break occurred automatically. The 
amount of time that it would take then after those 
valves were closed for the rest of the gas to reach 
atmospheric pressure would be -- I'd have to make a 
guess here, I don't know exactly -- but it would be in 
the order of oh, 20 minutes, in that area for the 
pressure to dissipate. 

In the event that one of those 
automatic valves failed and didn't close, then it would 
be necessary to close it manually, which would mean a 
man would have to go by helicopter or some other means 
of transportation to that site and close the valve by 
hand. The time it would take to close the valve by 
hand depends on the type of valve, but I would guess 


somewhere in the order of five to ten minutes, plus his 


‘travel time, and that would depend on how far it was 


from the nearest compressor station. The maximum it 
could be would be 25 miles, which would be right in the 
middle of two stations. So you might be looking at a 
gas flow of a couple of hours. 

MR. BLAKE: My third question 
is if there was a fire from a pipe leak or from lightn- 


ing, who will be responsible for paying the fire-fighters? 
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MR. ROWE: I suppose that 


would be a question to be resolved by the Forestry Depar- 


tment or whoever is responsible. Arctic Gas has stated 
that they will maintain fire-fighting equipment as 
required at each of their compressor stations, and the 
men to operate this equipment. The fires would be 
fought with -- in conjunction with the Fores¢ry Depart- 
Tent, I suppose if the fire were caused by a pipeline 
break, Arctic Gas would assume some of the liability 
ror, Lighting: that fire’. 

MR, BLAKE: My fourth question 
is if there was a fire, how long would it be before it 
gets under control, and how many men will be called in 
to fight the fire, and from where will they be picked 
up? 

MR. ROWE: These low-bouncing 
grounders., If there were a fire -- again I might state 
that when a pipeline breaks, if it were to break, the 
fire burns very high in the air, not at ground level, 
and the pipe would be in the middle of the right-of- 
way which means there would be no trees for probably 
50 feet on either side of the fire. It would be burning 
up in the air much like a chimney type of thing. So 
it's reasonably unlikely that it would catch the 
surrounding area on fire. It does not spread over the 
ground like gasoline or oil, it's a gaseous form which 
is like air. I've seen a few breaks in the south on 
pipeline systems, am not one of them that I've been on 
has caught any of the surrounding area on fire; but if 


it did I suppose people would be recruited the same way 
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as they are for ordinary forest fires. I'm not familiar 
with them, so I couldn't answer it in any more detail. 

MR. BLAKE: My fifth and final 
question is how will you know if there is a fire? 

MR. ROWE: Well, if the fire is 
ennseG by a line break, it becomes very obvious in a 
hurry that there is a problem with the line because the 
pressureArops and it is automatically shown at each of 
compressor stations, The dials, the operators at the 
station would know very quickly that there's a break in 
the line. If they did, then they would immediately send 
someone out in a patrol plane or by vehicle to find out 
the location of the break. 

MR, BLAKE: So this is all I've 
got to say for now. I would like to thank Mr. Berger 
for holding the hearings for the people of Old Crow and 
hope that Mr. Berger isn't just listening to us making 
our complaints. I hope that he can help us. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Blake. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I have a 
question, Mr. Rowe. At Fort McPherson earlier this week 
some of the same questions Mr. Blake has asked came up. 
Mr. Workman of Arctic Gas was there and he said that if 
there were a break in the pipeline the gas would flow 
from the pipeline for 1 hour and 20 minutes, and that 
the chances were good that the gas would catch on fire. 
So he said that there would be a fire that would last 


an hour and 20 minutes, that is the length of time it 
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took for all the gas to escape between the shut-off valves 


be 


pe) 


} which he suggested would be at the compressor stations 


3 | 50 miles apart. I see Mr, Carter has a worried look 
4 on his face. I may be misrepresenting what Mr. Workman 
5 | said. Ifyou want to confer with Mr. Carter before answer- 


b ingthat, please go right ahead, 
Mi, CARRIER: ~ SOrry, jyuse that 
8 | I'm not sure if it was Mr. Workman or Mr. Ellwood, but 


the one hour and 20 minutes was the time required to 


10 | shut the line down through valves. They vsedthat as an 

tly example saying that that's what it took to shut that 

Le length of line down through valves so thatAt would take 
i something in that order for a break. I assume that 

LA} probably more gas would escape through a break than 

15.3 through a valve, and hence Mr. Rowe's 20 minutes. 

16 | THE COMMISSIONER: I see. Well, 
ea you comment on that, Mr. Rowe, so that I'm not in a state 
18 | of confusion about this. 

19 | MR. ROWE: Surely. One of the 
20 | problems is that the Code for Northern Pipelines is yet 
21 to be resolved by the Canadian Standards Association, so 
22 that there isn't a firm definition of how far apart the | 
£31 block valves orthe mainline valves would be spaced. 

os As I mentioned earlier in the south, foréxample on Trans+ 
25 | Canada Pipeline System, of which I am most familiar, 

26 they are in the order of 20 miles, 17 to 20 miles apart 
27 | by regulation; and the amount of time it would take for 
28 the gas to bleed down to peso fie pressure would be 


directly related to the length of line between these 


: block valves. Now, as Mr. Workman stated or someone 





gens: S2ut .eas08, “saa “aM Or Peylce ver 
Sed ,boowLia 4” x0 y BRAN ie enw $k i swe Som md 
od berinpsx omit edd eaw vader io OS bas wwod sme ott 


ns e6 t6fife yontY .eovlaev Hpugidy nwoh saif ott site 
ted? ture of soot 4k sen elaedd Jere pdiyee olqaexe 
est etyow thisedat of esvisyv dpwo tds nwod omit to dopasl 
dads empeas I .AsbSid 5 ot x9hto tent at paidsonoa 
Heidt Aserd 6 dpvouds sqspes pines asp TOE yldsdoxg 
.2styoim 0S a'owol .2M sémsd bas ,oviev Ss dpuosds 

few .902 t :ABROTS2IMMCD GAT 
esgase 6 ni ton mY gede oe ,swor .1M y tel nie Sismmoy yoy 
gir guodts aelkewtdes Yo 

gid. 20 snd Vylowe ;awon AM 
Jey et sonifegrs mresdtict rol sbod sit yeds ak amalderg 
O28 wnoigsipoaed sbashnaye ts ibensS sds yd bhevieeet ed oF 
of3 21sq6° 162 wod 36 att init mit 8 s'ngi siedd tad3 
beceae ed biuow eeviav oa? tem odd to eaevisy Abold 
| oe ssidgoe suid af tellxse recto ketahigm I GA 
v6 it bis team ms I doknw 20 eee onntegil shan 
3tBq6 aelim 0S 03 TE <28Lim 0S Yo abso edd mi exe gods 
40? SA5o birew ai emis Qo tawons odd bis ‘;nodgelopex yd 
bd Biwow otteeets obiedgacmss 04 swod ‘See{a' ¥en ils 
event nested snil 20 Htpael aft of beteley Yisoorls 
siti 8. Wiha waggle nso _e 





a 


~] 


stated -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Either Mr, 
Workman or Mr. Ellwood, They're both engineers and 
both were there because it was said they knew what they 
were talking about, and I'm sure they did. You go 
ahead. 

MR. ROWE: Whoever said that 
was, according to Mr. Carter there, was referring to 
the 50 miles between compressor stations. I was esti- 
mating it on the distance between two mainline valves, 
which would be in the order of 20 miles apart. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, if 
they're 50 miles apart, you get an emission of gas for 
an hour and 20 minutes; if they're 20 miles apart you'll 
get an emission of gas for about 20 minutes, Is that it? 

MR. ROWE: Again it depends on 
several factors. If the break is just an opening in 
the pipe, for example, if it cracks for a few feet and 
fers an opening which sometimes occurs, then the 
rate of reduction of pressure is dependent on the cross- 
section area, the amount of area that the gas has to 
escape from. If in fact it breaks and severs the | 
pipe so that you have two open 48-inch length of pipe, | 
obviously the gas would escape much more quickly. 

Again it's very difficult to 
compute the flow times to atmosphere. I would have to 
study that. Again Darryl mentioned that maybe they 
were referring to the length of time it would take to 
bleed the pressure off the line, using the valves which 


are installed for that purpose. If you'd haveto reduce the 
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dy pressure, say to make a repair or something you would 

2I do it through valves which are open to atmosphere and 

34 air 12 inches in diameter or something of that nature. 

4 | That takes a considerable amount of air, and of course 

5 if it was fractured then -- 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Then that 

7 | takes longer if the pipe was cut in half. 

| MR. ROWE: Yes. 

| THE COMMISSIONER: But you say 
10 the valves are 12 inches in diameter. 

a MR ROWE: That Ss kind ofa 

eae nominal size, I believe, yes, for thatdAine; in that 

13. order, anyway. These are blow off or vent valves 
144 which vent to atmosphere, 

1s | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, and 

16! that's controlled venting? 

17 MR. ROWE: Yes, yes. It's a 
1a] normal procedure if you wish to reduce pressure in a 
19 | line for any operation, 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, do you 
214 agree with Mr. Workman that if there is a break, even | 
22 | a small break, the chances of the gas catching fire 
23) are -- I think he used the expression the chances are 
24 | good, 
25 | MR. ROWE: It's pretty hard | 
ae | to define "good", I guess in the breaks that I've wit- | 
27 | nessed or personally been involved in, about 50% of them 
23 | have caught fire. | 
23 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there's 


30 i a 50% chance in your experience that the gas coming out > 
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C. Blake 


of any break will catch fire? 

MR. ROWE: Yes. People aren't 
quite sure exactly the mechanism which triggers the 
fire. There are several theories, possibly the flow 
of gas ionizes the air which causes a spark discharge, 
or it could be the fact that debris falling after the 
explosion ignites just due to sparks that it causes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, 
thank you. Do you have any more questions, Mr. Blake? 


MR. BLAKE: Yes, I have one 


more. 

CHARLIE BLAKE, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I would like to 
ask if -- where will they have their men kept in case 


they had a fire, where will they have them staying? 


In the little towns? 


MR. ROWE: I'm not sure that 
I can answer that. I'm not quite sure how the situation 
of the location of the operating facilities has been 
resolved. At one time it was thought that they would 
be concentrated in the major operating centres such as 
Inuvik, Norman Wells, or perhaps more decentralized; but 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Workman 
said at Fort McPherson that the people who would be 
fighting fires for Arctic Gas would essentially be 
people from Inuvik, Norman Wells and Fort Simpson, be- 
cause they will have about 200 people altogether in 
those places, and that they would be the people who 


would have to come out and fight the fires but I think 






Ddile Lon te Agee We see bans | | 
snes slqost  @9¥ 2 SHOR aM Fe agladheg pam 2 
eek eropeisd doidu meinsdoos ery vidoe eum odiap 
WoL? oc} yidieeog , eeixoet Laxeven sts osadm cenit 
\yopmedoearb Ausge s meeuso doktiw tis edd vex inol asp 20 te 


odd 9d%s yokhist atxdeb dodgy Jost add od bivop ah'xo 3 
Beau th ames exuage oo ovh taut aevinpi moteoiqxs 7 
Lied .eoY 2a3MOT2ReIMMOO BRT | | le 
Torts La. . aM , anokeeemp stom ym oved voy od voy aAnslt Le 
eno sved I ,a6¥ sS4AIA .AM, | ye" es = 
: otom ot 
:bempest ,SHAI AIIZAND . tl 
of sxif bivow I :eeanTIw aur 5 is 
7 969 ai tqox nem uted? eved yoeds Iliw syueiw -= 24 oles tated 
feniyesa mady eved yor? Lliw euedw .,exi? 6 bed yeds =f 
| cenwod ef3sht adda @s 
teas etss gon m'I :3WOA .AM we 
aoitsusie ede word exsa stivp gon mI ,tsdt tewens mop. t | et 
feed es geitifinos? pnizsieqo wit to motstsool edd Zo ay 
bivow yes tes sipvods esw ti omit ono tA bevloraz yes 
26 dgue 2eic¢neo pnissrego totsm elt nl bevergneonoo ed is 
aud ;besilsxtneseb som eqsdaeq uo , elie oserrelt (atvent i Lg 
inal SoA hed eben a 
asmAxoW ,3iM sASMOL22IMMOD SHT | fa wee 
ed bivow odw elqosq ‘prit eds noetedIoM 2109 3s bise 4 ch 
ed yiisisaeees Sivow 2a) nitex& 102. egxl3 patdeips2 H aS 
od ,roagmi2 4x03, has allow asmiom vllvual mox} @fqoog cs 
ai xedsepesis elqoeg O08 tuods avai LLiw yods eausp eS 
‘ Ow sigosq sf2 sd bluow yeds jedd bas ,aeoelq seeds | we 
i ana 1 au at oc Ses alae aleve ot oved bhyow i pl : 


es : . “ 
a — ; <r | 
Sf > - 1 re set See fo < ; re ; a yy a 


| 


oe) 


5 
J 


S) 
4 


C. Blake 
Js Kendi 


he indicated they would want the help of local 
people, too, and that if they had caused the fire -- 
that is if Arctic Gas had caused the fire, they would 
of course have to pay the cost of fighting the fire. 

Is that essentially what Mr. 
Workman said, Mr. Carter? 

MR. CARTER: That"s right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
don't know why I'm answering these questions, but there 
EMESs 

MR. BRAKE? ¢O?RK,. thankyou. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JOHN KENDI, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me 
just a. moment, I'm sorry. 

MR, VEALE: Could I have your 
name, Sir? Forgive me, I tas not paying attention when 
I should have been. 

A Yeah, my name is John 


Kendi, Old Crow, 


THE INTERPRETER: He likes to 
talk about what's been going on since he came to Old 
Crow, Out in the country near Whitestone Village up 


Porcupine River, 1909 when he was born. About 18 years 


away from this country when his parents went to -- further 


south of here, went over to Dawson and lived there for 


two years, and his father was a minister at the time 
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and they transferred him to different places. They 
went to Mayo and he was there for 16 years, and then in 
1929 they were transferred back to Old Crow. That's when 
he came back up to Old Crow with his parents. Ever since 
he came back to the Old Crow from 1929 until up till now 
hes been making his living out of the land of Crow 
Flats. 

He said around 1934-35 that 
it was pretty hard for people up here. There were two 
little stores in the village but there was hardly any- 
thing to buy in the stores. He said at that time when 
there was not enough food in the store to buy, he said 
the people were depending on caribou, always watching 
out for caribou come close, and he said one day there 
would be caribou coming over the mountain and people 
could see from here and everybody would go up there 
to get some meat. This is why, too, that he don't 
like to see the pipeline go past near Old Crow, 

He said the Old Crow people 
were flown over to Inuvik to see this research they 
put up over there in Inuvik about the pipeline. He 
Said we saw it that time just to see, to show people 
howdt was going to be. We went over to have a look at 
that. Half of it was under-ground and the other half 
was above the ground. It was probably four feet above 
the ground, and the rest, the other half was buried. He 
said that he didn't felt that the caribou could crawl 
over this pipe or go under it. 

He sees a lot of hard times 


around this Old Crow, and the people used to stay out 
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1| of town, he too, he used to stay right in the 


middle of Crow Flat. He had a cabin along the Black Fox 


3} River. He was raising a family at that time and he had 
4! to get most of his food out of the land. That's how he 
3] was feeding his family. Talking about hard time in 

6 | those days back in '29, back in the '30's, he said 


there was no transportation around here, no airplanes; 


Loe) 


the nearest hospital we had was in Fort Yukon, that was 


9 on the Alaska side and he said the only way to get to 


bs 
(GS) 


a doctor when a person is sick, he said, is go by boat 
a4 in summer and get the patient to the doctor by dog team 
3 in the winter. This was very slow going. 


23) He said he remember those days 


b 
nary 


that it was even hard to get fish net, that's how hard 


ee it was to get the materials that we make our living with. 
16 Nowadays everything changing here, there's a lot of 
i stuff to buy, everything we wanted to buy, we buy almost 
18 | anything we want out of a store. 
19 Pretty nearly everybody that 
20 | has spoken here mentioned the pipeline. He said perhaps 
21] the pipeline would bring bad things, would bring hard 
22 | times again; and he said that we don't talk to our- 

1 
23] selves, the old people, we talk for the future of our 
a young generation. If he had to tell every step that le 
25. made, it would make a long story; but he said the time 
26 is so short when we come to visit and talk he said he 
27 | brought out the main point what he thought of, and this 
ae | is all he will say now. 


29 | MR. VEALE: Thank you very much. 


30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr, 
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J. Thomas 


Kendi. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JEROME THOMAS, sworn; 


THE INTERPRETER: Jerome Thomas 
he said he been working with the seismic line out in 
Crow Flat one winter and he saw a little bit of it 
there. People were from Edmonton, Yeah, he was 
working with Renewable Resources, he wasn't working 
with seismic there, I'm sorry about that. He was 
working with Renewable Resources, They have a name 
for it, they call it Rat Patrol, that's where he was 
working; anyways, he had a camp in the middle of Crow 
Flat and he worked different branch from Crow Flat out 
to along the coast. That area he's asking a question 


here, he said supposing there's 1,000 people in one 


camp like that, where they going to dispose their sewage? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, this 
always happens, as soon as the representatives of Arctic 
Gas leave -- and they have just left -- someone thinks 
of a question. What we will do is we will take that 
question down and make sure it is answered at Yellow- 
knife, and that Arctic Gas" answer is sent back to you. 
They've gone now, and I'm certainly not going to answer 
any more questions for them because I don't know what 
they intend to do with the sewage. So you just carry 
on, Sir, and I'll bear that question in mind and make 
sure it's answered for you. 

THE INTERPRETER: We understand 


it's going to be gas pipeline, but he, too, heard that 
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1! it wasn't going to be only gas pipeline, there would 

>| be oil pipeline, too. Perhaps, he said there's both, 
7 and he said if one of them is bound to break up some- 
| where, 

5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the 

aA government wants this Inquiry to look into both, so 

- you carry on and discuss both if you wish. 

3 | THE INTERPRETER: The fellow 

5 | that he was working with, his name was Bob Ruttan. One 
me time he said Bob Ruttan asked him what he thought of 
a the pipeline. Told him that he didn't thought very 

cee much about the pipeline. This was during the spring 
Se in March when they was working there, and he said after 
ae a while they work up there until the snow was melt and 
tL ice was thawed, and once he said they spotted a grizzly 
16) bear close by, so they got a photograph of that. 

he Mainly what kind of work they 
me were doing up there, they were tagging the muskrat. 
oi He was taking a sample from the lake, this is the kind 
29 | of work he was doing. 
a1 | That's all he's going to say. 
a MR. VEALE: Jerome, what 
a do you think about the pipeline? 

a a THE INTERPRETER: Well, him 

a5 | too, he don't like to see the pipeline near Old Crow. 
26 | Anyways he's been asking some questions about the pipe- 
a line himself with some other people, and the people tell 
a him that they didn't thought the pipeline would be 

25 | any good to -- do Old Crow any good. 

30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
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very much, 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: I think we'll 
take about a five-minute or ten-minute break here and 
just stretch our legs a bit. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR TEN MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
gentlemen, we'll come to order again, and has this wit- 
ness been sworn? 


MR. VEALE: No, 


ROBERT) “BRUCE, JR., Sworn: 

THE BWLTNESS $s (Mr Bergen, my 
name is Robert Bruce, Jr., and I'd like to tell you 
about the way of life up here in the north. 

Mrsmbergezs; itis iourelife in 
this country that we are talking about is important 
to us because we make our living off the land. Mx 
Berger, we like to have our land claims settlement 
first before the pipeline or gas line goes through. 

The land,we hunt and trap on the land to make money. 
Since as far back as I remember, the people of Old Crow 
have made their living out of this land. 

At that time there were no 
jobs around Old Crow, and after there were jobs, the 
first jobs came around here were the oil companies. At 
that time the oil companies were working up ahead of 
the Porcupine River. At that time the people of Old 


Crow didn't know what they were doing up at the head of 
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the Porcupine. Later on the people found out that they 
were damaging the land, so they tried to put a stop to 
Lt < So the government had to make the oil companies 
put rollers under the bulldozers, and these rollers 

six inches under the blade so that it cannot damage 

the land. But still in some cases it still spoil the 
land and the oil companies Nave made seismic lines up 
head of the Porcupine River, it looks like a jigsaw 
puzzle. 

So, Mr. Berger, you can see 
how bad damage they did to the land. So if the pipe- 
line or gas line comes through the country of Old Crow, 
it do lots of damage to the people. It would damage 
the hunting and trapping areas. It also might spoil the 
fishing areas, and if the pipeline comes through behind 
Old Crow it might damage the Crow Flat area, because 
the drainage runs into the Crow Flats, and it would 
spoil our drinking water which we get out of the Frozcup- 
ine River, Mr. Berger, if the pipeline comes through 


here, what would they do about all the sewer water that 


will run into the Porcupine River? Many times they will 


come to a creek, how will they stop the pollution 
from coming down the Porcupine River? 

If the pipeline comes through 
here, there will be jobs for only three years. After 
that what will the people going to do? The people 
here in Old Crow might be lost. What I mean by that is 
if the land is damaged and there is no trapping and 
hunting area, the people would stop -- stop caribou 


from coming through here. It looks to me that the 
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Caribou are scarce of any kinds of motor noise. Since 
the studies were done here in Old Crow about the caribou, 
before that we would go up the river, up the Porcupine 
River with a boat and come right up to the caribou. We 
cannot do that now because as soon as the caribou hear 
the boat coming, the caribou start up the bank. 

Mr. Berger, now you know that 
we live on caribou, moose, fish, rabbits and all other 
animals, so I don't want to see the pipeline come through 
our country. If the 800-men's camp is near to Old 
Crow, it would spoil the waya life of the Old Crow 
people. It would cause the people to drink more, and it 
also can break up married men's homes, and it also 
can bring up the population here in Old Crow. This is 
why I don't want to see the pipeline come through here. 
Out of the 800 mens that are going to work around Old 
Crow,how many of them can be good mens? Some men might 
be taking drugs and maybe coming to this town and pass 
it onto some of the people. Then after that person got 
used to the drugs, the person who gave the drugs would 
be selling it to him or her or anyone else. 

Thats all .l have to. say, Mr. 
Berger. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Bruce. I wonder if we could have your 
statement and it could be marked as an exhibit? 

A Sure. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(STATEMENT OF ROBERT BRUCE, JR. MARKED EXHIBIT 


C-82) 
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we. Abel 


JOHN ABEL, Sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, I 
am John Abel, I am 28 years old. I am married and have 
three children. My wife's name is Rosalie. 

I am happy to see you, your 
staff, and the C.B.C. crew here, 

I make my living out of the 
Old Crow Flats in the spring trapping and hunting mus- 
krats., It does not matter to me if muskrat prices are 
down to 50¢ or $1.00, you willl. still Gind.me, ontsdin 
my country. I shoot the caribou and the moose to eat 
the meat, and so my mother can tan the hides to make 
my clothing. 


The white man, especially the 


big game hunters from Southern Canada and United States, 


kill these animals just for trophies, which is their 
antlers, Then they go to the store to buy bees be- 
cause they have left the caribou or the moose meat 
behind the brush to rot. 

Now if the pipeline goes near 
Old Crow, who is going to stop 800 white men from 
killing off the animals just for the antlers? 

We have about 115,000 caribou 
in the Porcupine herd. How long are these animals going 
to exist? I myself and the rest of the Old Crow 
people kill just enough to pass the winter with. We 
do not waste any of the meat. According to the way the 
Old Crow people look after their food, the children are 
taught not to waste any of it. 


Mr. Berger, this is all I have 
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Mio O. Charlie 
to say. Thank you for listening to the few words I 
have said. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mr.Abel . Mr. Abel's statement will be 


marked as an exhibit and constitute part of the record 


of the Inquiry. 
(STATEMENT OF JOHN ABEL MARKED EXHIBIT C-83) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MRS. JOHN CHARLIE, sworn: 

THE WITNESs: Mr. Berger, I 

have a statement here from my wife I want to read to 
VOU; LeeLee oeO mM .eWlehy therchier .in Old Crow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 

it is; I'm sure it is. 

THE WITNESS: The statement 

reads: 
URMG BheLGen, Start Of © B.C. chief, ladies. and 
gentlemen: 

I am not from here and I 
missed the Berger hearing in McPherson, I was 
really looking forward to it and was thinking 
to myself that I have to come through with it 
while I'm here. 

Tosstmart Off with, Mr, 
Berger, this land is ours, it's our land. We 
were on it for long before the white peoples, 
and when I think of this pipeline I just get 
Sick (Of it sa that ‘suhow much. don't want «ait 


to come through. Sure, we all know it's going 
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to come through even though we don't te a 
to come through, It's going to spoil our land 
and its people, especially the young people. 
I say this because I see things with my own 
eyes through white people. Mr. Berger, some 
white peoples are real good and some are like 
dogs. I say this because I have girls, I 
see what's been done in Inuvik, 

My sister is right here 
in this meeting. My niece was nice girl until 
one day one white man came along and told her 
he was a Single man. After she became an 
alcoholic, that white man was gone. One day 
when my sister was in Inuvik,I was with my 
sister in Inuvik, she had a phone calli from 
Vancouver and someone asked her if she was 
Mrs. Greenland, and she said "°Yes,* 

tThiis woman told her, ~L 
heard your daughter is going out with my 
husband,' 

And my sister told her, 
'I tried so hard to talk to my girls to be 
good, and knew white woman's husband come 
down north and say they are single. They 
don't go only with my girls, they go with 
Eskimo girls too. Why don't you white women 
come down with your husbands? Don't ever phone 
me like that again,' 

Mr. Berger, when the road 


came through to McPherson last year from Inuvik 
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Mrs. oJ. Charlie 


the first taxi came into town. The next day 
two girls were missing. My cousin was looking 
for them and here they were taken off with the 
taxi. All that makes me mad. That's why I 
don't like the pipeline. 

These are my nieces, They 
were just like my own girls. Now I worry about 
my own girls, how they will grow up. When I 
hear that there is going to be 800 people in 
every camp I hope they make a law that the 
white people will have to stay away from the 
town. Like I said before, the white people 
are good, but some are no good. 

The same way, Mr. Berger, 
the same things with the R.C.M.P. If somebody 
report to them about under-age girls that drink 
and run around, they don't do anything. They 
Justitell usy WLhe's yournkids. nYou,txry ote 
make them good," This again I see. Some 
women go to the R.C.M.P. and they ask me to 
go with them and interpret for them. That's 
how I come to know. The Indians are not stupid 
as they think they are. We just take one look 
at them and if they don't like us we know it. 

I hope something can be done for us for this. 

Mr. Berger, another thing 
I hear that white people say the younger gener- 
Meer don't go out in the bush anyway, so they 
are going to put the pipeline through, and 


that's B.S. because right in McPherson there 
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are no rats in three years, and this spring 
there were lots of rats, I seen some Grade 
12 students go out and catch those rats . 
Sure, they still want to go in the bush, 
and when there is caribou they all go out 
then. You can't see those young peoples 
forgot what to do in the bush, 

They say young peoples 
forgot what to do in the bush, if they 
get stuck in the bush they know what to do. 

I am the one that goes in the bush every year. 
We never miss, and I don't believe them say- 
ing they never spoil the land. 

This ’spring 'inPApril I 
went out in the bush with my husband, eveby 
day we hauled caribou meat. My husband showed 
me where they had campedad where they had 
dynamite. It was a big place, not one caribou 
track was on that part. Outside of the part was 
just tramped with caribou tracks. 

Mr. Berger, there used to 
be lots of rabbits and ptarmigans , now there 
is nothing. Fish is the same way. They spoil 
two good fish lakes down around our camp. We 
used to get fish for a year from those two big 
lakes. Now we lucky if you can get one. They 
even spoil our creeks. We never get fish at 
the mouth of the creeks again. That's putting 
a bridge across the creeks and they never re- 


move them. 
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SO you see, Mr. Berger, 
this proves that they do spoil the land. They 
never asked ag to come in the land before, they 
just start up these things. Now they got us 
to the worst part, they want us to say some- 
thing. Why don't they ask us when they started 
to cut up the seismic lines? They never think. 
They just go wverywhere they wanted. 

Mz. “Berger ,;“Dshave alot 
more to say but at this time this is all I can 
Say. Thank you very much, I wish you all 
luck and with the strength of God you will help 
us Indians. Thanks again." 

Signed, "Mrs. Jane Charlie, Fort McPherson," 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Charlie. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I would 
like that etatement to be marked as an exhibit, Miss 
Hutchinson, and would you mark it "A" to the number 
of the last exhibit that's entered in Fort McPherson 
so it will go along with all of the statements made 
at Fort McPherson, 

Ie vrs truct- the’ Court 
reporters to make Mrs. John Charlie's statement, to 
inclyde it in the transcript of the Fort McPherson 
hearings as if Mrs. Charlie were the last witness to 
speak at Fort McPherson, and you might insert her 
testimony in the Fort McPherson transcript just 


prior to the testimony of Mr. John Simon and Chief 


‘poy AnedtT -ASMOT2ZEIMMOD SHT 


“enix wae ot en sper ae orn 
bosuade. ‘ted asdw es aageasd —— emkdd 
lithe even ag iusiitibie maison std qu 409,04 

yo! 's aved I .4Spzea . au i in eval 
nso I ffs ei side omit aldt 36 Jud yea OF ox0m 

Ile voy tiedw T .doum ytev soy aneda?. .yse’ 
qlen Idiw poy bod to depastse sat doiw Bis, toss 
" sleos alaed? ,eneibal ap 








* .joeaedtoM tu0t ,siiged> east 2am" ,beaple 


| . oibsadd .2aM , cloum yey 
{SGlGA AzavTIwW) 
biyow I s8envOTSeIMMOD BHT 
eeiM .tididxe as a6 beara ed of Jhemedesm Badd oALL 
~admun ods of "A” Fi aasn voy binow ete qoanitotun 
adex anion $10% ai baretae e' sede tidines sesi ot to 
sham ejnometéze elt 20 fis Atiw pnois op Ifkw 3k on 


ayo. es | gous tame: sist : <i 
oF (Saint 2 eifs0o ‘ow, me ie be ‘wherr0qer 
nosteriton’ do? oe #0: daisoensd itt ak th, oby Lond 


o#) Be5ngtw Peston: one ef cae), arm 22 es apiiised © 


sed seni Jdyim woyubap \moptenitoh 3308 te Asege 
ns deaiticcad noexedioM 340% of at ynomisees 
M10 bos mts ms 2M 20 yromiess ot 09 x0ixg 


i Ry ay a © a 


- | a 
ia , oo : ; a ‘Pry < ets. ee i oe 


tarts 36 








NE te Wir 


t 
ew) 


PS 


7-3 
Sy7T REPORTING Lt). ee 
Pare 20. SiG. 


Je IliZya 


John Charlie on the last day of the hearing. 
(STATEMENT OF MRS. JOHN CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-61-A 
AT FORT McPHERSON HEARING) 

JOHN TIZYA, resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: He already 
had to say a little yesterday but he wants to put in 
some more comments, His name is John Tizya, a resi- 
dent of Old Crow. 

He was working for an oil 
company south of Old Crow here a few times and most of 
the time he was working around the camp and he didn't 
go out too many times. Sometimes when they were short 
of men in the camp he would go out with them. He said 
when he did went out in this seismic work, what they 
were doing, he says they were blowing up dynamite in 
the ground, and he said that dynamite put in a pretty 
big hole in the ground and shake the ground up quite 
a bit. Even the truck that he was sitting in, he said, 
would shake up when the thing blew up. 

He said what he saw in the 
work he was doing, he said once they blow the dynamite 
up, it wasn't covered up again, that hole was left 
there like that, and he said the dynamite cracks up 
quite a bit of ground because he could see even the 
trees from where they dynamite is blown up, he said 
the trees,shakes the snow was off the trees and he 
believe the ground being cracked up dried up after 
that and the caribou don't come there to feed any 
more. He said leaving a hole like that in the ground, 


he said perhaps sometime the animals are scared and 
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Li run across the country and supposing he get in deep 
I hole like that, he stays there. Can't get out of it, 
i Probably the animal would get crippled up and stay 
aul right there. 
5 | He said when he was working 
al up there they flew across a lot of country of the 
7 trapper and he see that all those seismic line, the 
3 timber was drying up and whatever vegetation was grow- 
a ing on it was all turning to dry stuff. When he did 
10: work for that company he said they had very low wages, 
7" $1.75 an hour was the most they got at that time, 
12 He said when they did cross 
13 some creek, it wasn't a very big creek but some of 
1g them are good-sized creeks, they're going to have to 
eegt tear the ground up with a bulldozer to make a bridge, 
a, Make an ice bridge, you know, tearing down a lot of 
Ww timber and he thought that they blocking up the fish 
13 | runway there, It would take a long time in the spring 
ee before the thing will be washed away. 
ss | He said one place they left 
seal the camp and they left everything, all the grocery 
30 | that they were using they didn't use it so they just 
a4 left everything there just the way it is. He saw that 
of the animal got. there and was feeding out of that grub 
an that they left there, 
my MR. VEALEes Mrar Tazya, yOu 
| spoke of the ice bridges. Where did that happen? 
neh A Porcupine. 
195 | . THE INTERPRETER: The place 


ie where he saw this was up Minor River, one brarch named 





ye 


8620 400 dag-3°nEo A 


anette qu beig we ae ake 
baer = oe 
galdsow: se ‘aimee alas ae A 


ott to. yxgniics, ee ee 


onic ent oimakoe seit. fhm ged 998 ot bas reqqeit 
-woIy 264 noise 9p8V xsvedscle Btw QW patyab asw aedmiz 


bih of netW .2iwte web oF Vatmiud fie sew tk mo pai 
v2epsw wol yiev bed vert bise of VAegnOD tedd «xo? Anow 


omit tad? 36 top yas deom odd esw mod aa eT. Le 


e2eots bib yers ney Stee Of ey 42 
io smoe stud djsero pid yrev & J’ Agew 24 , AeexD emtoz 
oo svat oF. vitae ax ' youl? ,eleets heskesboee ors maria 
,Sebixcd 6 scien at tesobliiud # adiw qu bavexw sie we889 
to sof = mob ities? wore woy. ,epbiad eob as eolem 
Heit edd qu pxtdoold yodt tedt tipeodd of-bas sodmis 


oniiuge edt oh omit gnol « exlst bhuow E vowerd yswaux 


.y¥svs bSenfanw od Lllw paid? edt sxoted . 


ties yerds sosiq sno hise oft j 
Yre20up ond [fe ,ontindyreye: Jtes. ots bas gmso silt 
seut Ysdt Ge 24. cae 2! nbeh yous prdeu atew voit tsrit 
sorts Wee oH) ek 32 yaw ‘edd: sent erat paldsyteve +tef 
deep Jenw toodue waibest a6, i : - ohxenst top Samins sit 
| tami tod, nn eee 
YOY |, sysiT vip PaAGV oS 


Amsaqen tats ib oii diab ia to edoge 


pmaeeten Mei PR re aay, 















ates 
AO WW Bes Tae GRY Te Ge Wri: pet 
BAS Newey 22 Bec. 








J, Tizya 

1 Minor River, that's where he saw this. 

| Q Did this also happen on 

2 | Crow Flats anywhere? 

1 THE INTERPRETER: At the time 
5 they were working at Crow Flat, when the company was 
A out there doing a little bit of seismic he said he 

7 wasn't there all the time, he didn't work for them 

3! but there were some others from Old Crow who worked 

9 | for them and he heard from them that they were making 
ta some ice bridges there in Crow Flat too, and it was 
a. left and has never been removed, There were not 

: Come 

ea too many fish down Old Crow River ever since that. 
13) The fish population went pretty low after the seismics 
14 were on in Crow, Crow Flat. He said he would like 
s4 to talk about the pipeline a little bit again. 
16 | Supposing the pipeline was 
7 | built through the country, he said there's lots of 
| cigarette smoker and there will be a lot of young 


people in the traffic, and he says that some of the 


29 | younger people don't think sometimes and throw cigare- 
21 tte butts away and that could cause fire, too, and 

| supposing they do have over dry land, it would do a 

23] lot of damage putting out fire like that. 

24 He said sometime the fire 

Starts far away from where is water. Supposing the 

26 | river was far away and the lake was far away, some 

27! place out in the’ hill, he {saidvwuwihat would icause 

28 | death, too. People who start fighting fire there, 

25 | he said, would get smothered with smoke. Caught in the fire 


30 | could kill people, too. 
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BURNABY 2, 8.C. Jet tL ZV ea 
7 He said a pipeline built 
2/ across the river, he said, there's not only one 
3 | stream up here, there's lots of rivers, lots of side 
4 | rivers and they are pretty good size rivers too, and 
5 | supposing it should break in one of those rivers 
6 now, He said would there be pipe there handy to 


7 rebuild the place? He believes that he heard here 

8 | that it was mentioned here this morning that they 

9 | Will have it under control inside of an hour, but he 
10) Said even one hour would be a lot of oil run out. 
ib 7 He said one summer was fire 
12! down in Alaska site, and that was quite a ways from 


Le here but he said the transportation by air was 


14 | between Fort Yukon and Old Crow at that time, and 
1S 4 the Indian Affairs came through that way and there 
V6 | was fire, and the wind changed there was so much 


smoke up in this country that even their airplane 


18 | can't come up here. Those people were stuck up here 
19. for one week. Well, supposing the fire started near 
20 | pipeline like that and it wasn't under control right 
211 away, he said things like that could happen again. 

22 | He would like to thank Judge 


Berger and his staff and all the otherpeople that 


At came up here to attend to this meeting, and he would 
25 | thank every one of you and look forward to help for 
26 | the native people in the country from you people. 

27) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
eB Sar 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


30 3 MR S"VEALESTThis’ ts”Al fred 
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A. Charlie 


Charlie. I believe he's been sworn already. 


ALFRED CHARLIE, resumed: 

MR. VEALE: Would you tell 
Judge Berger about the seismic work on Crow Flats and 
what happened? 

THE INTERPRETER: He has 
already spoken about the seismic work done in this 
country and he wanted to add a little more to it now. 

Judge Berger, you must, have 
flown over some of the part of the country where ‘the 
seismic line been put and looking at it from the air | 
it almost look like a checkerboard. 

Now he's up to ask you a 
little question, not a very big question, easy to 
answer. He said Mr. Berger, you have been flown 
around the Crow Flat visiting people this spring and 
he asks you if you saw any seismic line during that 
time you was flown around the camp? | 

It was back in 1954 when the 
Oil companies start doing seismic south of Old Crow 
and keep coming closer and closer to Old Crow. He 
said a few of them went up and worked for those oil 
company. By working for oil company like that he 
said the people of Old Crow were finding out what kind 
of work they are doing on the land, and the people 
find out that they were doing damage to the country. 

When they do their seismic 
work, the trapper they haul their fuel by drums and 


they build airport far away from camp and they haul 
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BURNABY 2) eG. (ae Charlie 


those drums there. They work out from there. That's 
where they fuel up. He saw it when he was working there 
he saw it himself that when they haul the oil there like 
that, when they get through working there some drums 
With  OLL/Ggas invit, they gust,open it,up. and) tip it 

Over and let it run out. 

He said the people of Old Crow 
Was worried about their land was getting spoiled so 
they start writing Ottawa, They wrote letters outward 
and then some people from Ottawa visited Old Crow and 
he said those people had helped them out with their 
problems. So this was written down and since that eimey 
he said, the oil company was very careful coming in 
here. How come when they went as far as Crow Flat one 
spring there and then ever since that time nobody come 
one He said last winter an oil company asked to come 
into Crow Flat but the people in Old Crow said, "No," 

That year 1969 they were work- 
ing in Crow Flat in the summer exploding some dynamite 
along the lakeshore and this one lake they call Willow 
Lake, they were exploding some dynamite around this 
lake and ever Since that time he said there was no fish | 
in that lake, and the muskrat never breed in that lake 
ever since. Before that it was a very good lake for 
muskrat, but now nothing in it. 

Anyways he said bharewe know 
this kind of work were good for this country we wouldn't 
be against it and wouldn't said “No” to it; .but we find) 
out it was bad for this country. Now we don't like to 


see that kind of work. He believe that if the pipeline 
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AuRaeS A eee A. Charlie 


ever goes through, somewhere in between Old Crow and 
Crow Flat would do a lot of damage. This is why the 
people of Old Crow don't like to see the pipeline near 
Old Crow. 

MR. VEALE: If the oil company 
will come back to Crow Flats to do seismic work some 
day? 

THE INTERPRETER: He said the 
young generation are growing up now and he said they all 
know that the older people try to prevent the oil company 
to come into Crow Flat any more and he probably think 
the younger people will follow and wouldn't let nobody 
work in Crow Flat. 

MR. VEALE: Can you tell Judge 
Berger about the moratorium? Do you know that word? 
You went to meetings over this. Can you tell the judge 
about those meetings and how long the oil companies 
will stay away? 

THE INTERPRETER: He said he 
had been to meetings in Whitehorse about this, complain- 
ing about 011 company going into Crow Flat and spoiling. 
the country. He said he had been to meetings for that 
and also before he was chief that Charlie Abel was in 
term of chief and Charlie Abel been fighting against 
the oil company for going into Crow Flat, too. 

Mie VERGE. “YOu could also tell) 
Judge Berger what you think if a large camp of men were 
near Old Crow. 

SHEL NI ORE REITER: We ali Vunder= 


stand that if the pipeline go through there, would be a 
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camp just beyond Old Crow Mountain. That's not too far 
away from town, but we all feel the same about a lot of 
people would be near Old Crow, What we would like, to 
be protected for those people not coming into the town, 
He said they should be really restricted that they 
Should stay in camp, and once they get out of the job 
they should be moved away from that camp right from 
where they started; and he said supposing this happened 
now, there was a lot of people there, we wouldn't know 
any of them anyways fOume tans and then they don't know 
us, too, He said it wouldn't make no difference to 
us, 1f we don't see them that's all the better. Perhaps 
they will have everything they want, they need in that 
camp. Probably they don't need anything from the town 
anyway. There's no reason why they should come to 
town, they wouldn't need anything from town. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
MR, VEALE: I just saw Peter 


Benjamin, is he still -- 


PETER BENJAMIN, Sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, 
ladies and gentlemen, my name is Peter Benjamin, a 
member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police here in 
Old Crow. 

Fimetiy I'd iwidke utd, brangumout 
this caribou migration and bird migration here in Old 


Crow. According to Canadian Wildlife Service work here 
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imiwW lariGrowimack? inil9o7 le 872 land o'f7 3yeknio' 72o;Canadian 
Wildlife Service worked here from March to end of Octo- 
ber. They have their airplane base here in Old Crow | 
and they were flying out every day, and at that time I 
didn't remember they have hire local boys from Old Crow, 
but the only time they hire boys from Old Crow, when 
they tagged them in the fall and up to 50 miles the 
Porcupine and east from Old Crow. 

The caribou migration, they 
estimate in '71 was 90,000. That's after calving. In 
'72 I don't know, and '73 they estimated caribou migra- 
tion population was over 100,000. So that many caribou 
it's been travel between Alaska and up in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories, so next will be birds -- I don't 
know what you call it, snow geese, white geese they call 
it; and I flew out with C.W.S. a couple of days and 
these birds they travel way up north. Some go past 
Sachs Harbour. In the fall on the way back they stop 
along the Arctic Coast, like amind the mouth of the 
Mackenzie and down the Herschel Island area, I saw 
it myself, the Canadian Wildlife Service estimates over 
200770005 

So the reason why the people 
of Old Crow don't like pipeline through Old Crow, and 
the second they don't like pipeline through the coast. 
Thank you very much, 

MR. VEALE: You've been with 
the RLCsMee. tan: Old Crow, g@reten, What will happen in 
Old Crow if the pipeline comes through near Old Crow? 


> 


A This pipeline comes through 





sii ibe mois’ wi fared ei occas 
sine. 2D ALO nox? syd aid vedi ents vino aA sic 
ere aoLim Oe) od i ee Ssppse yodt 

ma WORD BLO mba gees 'Bns “omiguero® 

yeas aaiiast ideas vod i169 Bee pone” oh, Cheb SR caer 

al Wpnivies teths eset? .100,00 asw £0" “nt odemives 
“Bipsm Secietiaiie basetkgZs yeraeve bas ywoart +" nob T.Sv" 
WOdETES Yam godt OF .000,00L vO mew noldeiugdd nots 
Sis acxwe¥. edd of qu bins SieslA naewred Levert need atti 
f'mob 1 -- ebrid od If tw. 3xet 08 ,apixositze? seowlsou 
{fso yer? seege stirw .o8sep woe \22 Liso yoy tefiw Won 
bis é@ys5 to edates 6 Se pWe > id tw gno. welt I bas’ <t 
Seis Op gmee  yigton een yaw Levers yeds Bbiid Seat 
aoze vee Wo6d. yaw eft no Fis? outs el ,2vodzsH eiasd 
ais to Stvom sas branes osALL ,t8609 SisoTA ons pnols 

wee I sth baslel fedoeish ad3 awob bas sisnesosm 
Isvo setemises ooivise sti tbs by mpibensd eld ,iieeywr F£ 
+000, 004 

ie aLaoan stict Meiw noeor ‘ore me 

bas, ‘vox vadlnehatinl site oats 7! aob wo: B10 20 

\ aHesos: 9nd pte y otdL 2 esatiarinst i: 





sti owl intra eda 
ni Ae aghd Lhbw Sette “Piste 039 bdo a an aah 





Ate Lo Wee's 


0] 


[ony 


CO 


1524 


AOR WING LTD. 
BUR Woes <2, B.C. 


P,. Benjamin 


Old Crow there's going to be lots of people coming 
through and the people of Old Crow said -- there is 
three or four things they said -- there will be break 
in pipeline or the spill, and the fire, and the earth- 
quake. There's four things could be destroyed, and 

for this earibout On these four things could be,some- 
thing could spoil the country and caribou food and 
that; and according to C.W.S. said never less than 
70,000 in the year they work here, So could be happen 
that caribou migration could be less, 

Q Peter, what about the 
construction workers and the Old Crow people? 

A Well, I heard this from 
people already, but I'm not much answer it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Benjamin, 
you said you're against the pipeline coming through the 
interior route, that is just eight miles from here on 
the Old Crow River, and you're also against the coastal 
route, along the: coast, Is that right?) Have ilegqot at 
right? 

A Yes. 

Q And you're against the 
coastal route because of the impact on the calving 
grounds of the caribou and the nesting grounds of the 
birds along the coast, is that the point? 

A itvsenot the point,and 
caribou calving and this bird stop on the way. 

Q O.K., thank you very much, 

A Ovshses Six. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Do you have 


‘ 


«iduee sds bee yentt oft bas iabhelliede emtleqig ai 
 beyors2e8 od binoa apatite: x O% el oxedt salsa 


weno ad BEvdoi epnids tO” sestie a. swodinso Bkdy 123 


Sas Soot uedi-rao, baa yuna risk kieg? blaoo. pakds 
tant east tever Biss. Rn Pe Mor pakbadoss bas. ytadt 
négged ed blues o2 eted snow yeds seey edt at 000, oF 
| dee! ed biyod nobseigie vodbuss. aeds 

oi2 ey ee Q: ; 
¢ af qcsg Word HLO eft hee esodtew soltoumenco 

maxt eids brsot I ,fifew A 

| ti yewens dopm ton m'’L gud »ybeerls elgosq 


a 


aims casd .xM <AaGMOLTeSTMMOD SHrT 


eft dogoudt pnimoo onilsqtq ert tentsps en'goy bles soy 
mo sist most aelin iipis teat ai tedd ,aduot solresatk 


fstesea sie stentsps ouls ex'voy bus). 3eVsA. word BLO ond 
Ji JOp I oveH ‘idein tedt el .tesed odd paole ,etucs 
gato tx 
2 BOY A od 


sit senisps si'poy brad 6) 


paiviies sas “fe tosqmi es to enveped eduo7 Issenop 


Sit 3d voauep paiteen ents a6 vodtxmo es to abavorp 
niog és ert aa .tas0o et paols ebuid 
Sars,  ttthog uke ton i ae A 


«Yaw ods Ao gota. patd eid? bas paiviso wodizsp 





loum yasv voy Aaadd ,.4.0 Q. 


| 


s] 
® 


euie. (% she: | A . 
ved boy od eaineargncionc ant 


s 


rr 
< a 
1 





—— 
m™ 
Lotay 


= Se Se a 
hy Se oad 4. > ty Oo = 
tI ae wt ” cae) te) re 


S 
“ 


oe 
7 
Se. -o 








+A 


boa 





be 
(Sa) 
NO 
cn 


eee ae Pe een awin 
Mrs. H. Netro 
one more question? 

MR. VEALE: We won't let you 
go. 

Q What about {the i CMP, 
the work you do in Old Crow, if the pipeline were built 
through here what would happen to your work? 

A Yes, my job here,before 
I work with Indian Affairs the first time and now I work 
with part-time work in this Game Branch and custom 
work. So if this 800 people, we were saying if this 
happen it will be more job for a custom work and the 
Game Branch. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
we'll just take another very short adjournment, if 
you don't mind, maybe another five minutes. 

We'll, just. gét up), | 
for five minutes, ma'am, then we'll hear from you. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll call 
our meeting togrder again. That last adjournment was 
so that I could go out and get a drink of water. Now 
that I've had it, we can start again. 

Well, there's a witness to be 


sworn, I think. 


MRS. HANNAH NETRO, sworn: 
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Mrs. H. Netro 





1] THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead 

2 | whenever you're ready. 

3 | 

H 

4 | 

5 | THE INTERPRETER: She would 

6 | like to thank Mr. Berger and his staff and everyone, 

7 | the C.B.C. people there who are working at the table, 

8 | she would like to thank every one of you. Her name 

9 is Hannah Netro, resident of Old Crow. 

10 | She said they had moved to 

| Whitehorse and stayed there for six years, and she 

12 | wanted to talk about that. 
Boi During that six years' stay 
14) in Whitehorse she learned and saw quite a bit of the 
15 | native people up in Whitehorse. She said most of those 
16 | native people are drinking people. Some of them have 
bs a families, and while they are drinking like that in the 
18 beer parlor, she said the little kids looks pretty 
19 | poor, they're not clothed right when they walk around; | 
20 | some of them are small kids. She saw that the kids | 
21 wasn't looked after. Kids are running around like that, 
22 | pretty soon the welfare pick them up and that's where 
23 | they're looked after. 
24 | She came back to her home 
25 | town in Old Crow and came back to her own people, and | 
26 | she saw a very big difference between Whitehorse Indians 
27 | and Old Crow Indians. She see that people are well-. 


clothed up here and the children are well-clothed, and 
3 | the children, she see that the children are well-looked 


30 | after here. As much as that too, she said the country 
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Mrs. H. Netro 


look the same as when she left, looks very good. 

She sgaid she was born up the 
Porcupine River at the mouth of the Driftwood River. She 
said she was brought up in this country, but most of 
all her father brought her up by Crow Flat. She said 
she raised her family from what we get out of Crow Flat, 
She said her kids been going to school in Whitehorse 
and most of them have got married up there. They are 
in Whitehorse now. Her girls are doing good in White- 
horse, they have good homes up there. They have never 
forgotten their home in Old Crow, they always mention 
Old Crow because they get lonesome for Old Crow; and 
they also talk about Old Crow Flat, too. They always 
talk about the Old Crow people. She said her kids al- 
ways mention probably Old Crow people are eating good 
caribou meat now and probably eating some good fish 
now. She said they always mention that. 

She said her other children 
and herself are very much against the pipeline for 
this reason, and she said when the time that she was 
brought up there was no vegetable here in Old Crow. 
She was brought up mostly fishing and caribou, things 
like that, and she, too, raised her family that way. 
She would like to see continued that way. Perhaps, she 
said, pipeline would be good, she said, for some reason, 
but it would bring -- it would spoil the country, and 
we know that. It probably would bring hard times after 
it's built, and she said we do have hard times,the 
people in Old Crow are going tghave hard times. There's 


nothing we can do for ourselves then. 
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We get help from the Indian 
Department, housing, but she said otherwise we don't 
get no other kind of help. We got a home that's built 
through Indian Affairs. She's hoping that some day our 
children will take over us and she hope that everything 
will be the same. She hope that the country is not 
Spoiled and the children will grow up and the young 
Children will take it over after the old people are gone. 

You have heard from old people 
and younger people that the people of Old Crow are not 
in favor of pipeline. 

MR, VEALE*s Mrs. Netro, do yop 
remember when the white trappers came into the country? 

THE INTERPRETER: She said she 
was pretty young when the white trappers came up to this 
country and she only could recall as far back as 1934, 
but her father had told her that it was back around 
earlier, in 1900 when the white people came up here 
trapping. She said some of the white people -- white 
trappers that came up in the country, they got married 
to native women up here and the Indian people thought 
they join them part of their families, so they let 
them trap, let them do everything without any comments 
and it was part of the family anyways; and then they 
didn't know all the white trappers had poison to trap 
animals, and the native people didn't know that they 
were spoiling the country with poison. 

She said her dad used to tell 
them a story of what things happened around here, but 


she can't recall at this time. She can't remember 
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Miss M, Bruce 


everything, She said she's very happy to be back in 
Old Crow with her own people, and she see that her 
Own people are still the same, feeding themself the 
same kind of food and they have some of it right now. 
They have fresh meat and they're all living good, 

She is going to say now she 
would like to thank again every one of you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, 

A You're welcome, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS MARIE BRUCE, Sworn: 

THE WITNESS: I am Marie Bruce, 
age 16. I am going to school in Whitehorse and I come 
home only for holidays. One of the reasons that I do 
not want the pipeline to go through is because we will 
not/live like we did in the past, and now the kids going 
to school in the cities will understand the pipeline 
more because they haven't gone through the hard life 
of our parents and our grandparents , and other people 
before them. Meaningful existence means a lot to the 
people of Old Crow, It is probably the most important 
thing in a person's life, I like Old Crow to be the 
way it is today. It is good to return to Old Crow after 
goang' to SthoolMin theserty.- -Oldr Crow will’ end’ up 
deserted like Dawson City did before it was civilized 
again;in 1898 there was a gold rush in Dawson and 
people from all over the world went there. When it was 


Over, everyone left Dawson City. This also will happen 
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1| to Old Crow. It will be very hard to go back to your 
| 


2 | own way Of life after this happens. 





When something happens, you 


4 | can never turn back. It is a good feeling when you have 
5 nothing or no one to fear in Old Crow. Everyone knows 
6 | each other here, and they all help to make it a better 
Ti place to live. My parents have told me stories of 
3 | how life was hard when they were young. Already times 
7 have changed a lot since then. Some families moved to 
10 | different cities, but they always move back to Old 
Lli Crow because it is a pleasantplace to live. 
2 You can still go to bed here 
13 | without locking your doors and you can still walk 
Ld y alone at nights without any fear. You also can go 
S) hiking without thinking you are trespassing, and the 
16) people of Old Crow still live off the land. Some 
17, traditions have been forgotten, but our life is still 
18! based on the life of all the others before us. 
19 | We would like our children 
20 | and our grandchildren to experience the simple, clean 
21 way Of life that we have already experienced. These 
22 | are my reasons for not wanting a pipeline to go through. 
23] THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
24 |) very much. I wonder if we could have your statement, 
25 | Miss, and we'll mark that statement as an exhibit and 
26 | then it will form a part of the permanent record of 
27 | the proceedings of the Inquiry. 
2g) (STATEMENT OF MISS MARIE BRUCE MARKED EXHIBIT 
25 | C-84) 


30} (WITNESS ASIDE) 
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1 | FATHER MOUCHET, sworn: 

2 MR. VEALE: I understand your 
3 | name is Father Mouchet and you are a Roman Catholic 

4) priest, and that you first came to Old Crow in 1955. 

5 | A That's right, yes. 

6! Q You can proceed in your 
mt own way. 

3 A I was asked by the chief 
a | to appear at this hearing in the spring, although I 

10 | was a bit hesitant to come here to speak because I have 
MY a great respect for these people. Actually they have 
12| taught me many things and to come up here as a white 
aS || man, I think there is something wrong. I went to Mr. 
=a i Veale and I spoke to him about it, and he recognized 
15 | that I should be -- what I'm going to do is to present 
16 something here that I hope will be brief and that will 
li. help the Old Crow people, 
18 | Now my observation over 20 
19 | years here is that we are four different aspects that 
20 really make Old Crow. 
21 The first one is the geograph- 
22 | ical position, which creates a very isolated land from 
a3 Dawson to the coast, from Alaska to the Northwest 
24 | Territories. 

25 | The second thing is the 
26 extreme climate, the temperatures from 30 below to 

27 | 60 below, and a winter that lasts about 8 months. 
28 | Now the second aspect that I see up here is the group 
29 | relationship. We heard Dr. Irving last night speak 


30 | in the old days about 12 families living together and 
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what I have learned about these families living to- 
gether like this is that these group constitute some 
form of a democracy and maybe from this particular type 
us as white people could learn a lot, 

Now, one factor that I believe 
has done a lot for Old Crow is the Anglican community 
because it seems to me that the church here has been 
able over the years to reinforce the feelings, some 
people could call them meteorological or religious, 
but I believe that the church here has contributed a 
lot to create this community by, you know, bringing 
more cohesion, and if we can use the word, by crystal- 
izing feelings. 

Now the third aspect that I 
see or have had time to observe over the years -- ana 
this takes quite a long time to realize, it's because 
it's very abstract, but I know that you're going to 
understand what I mean -- there is a code here that 
has to be understood, Over the years I have seen 
people coming in and out and willingly or not, these 
people have completely overlooked this code. 

' Now to try to explain myself 
a little bit better, this’ code could be in ecologicél 
terms may be called a structure or a language, and 
if we don't observe it. it seems to me that we are rt 
respecting the difference that exists up here between 
the world outside and the world inside. What I am 
afraid, I'm afraid today that by not respecting the 
particular code we are going to start a process here 


a 
that will speed up deep deterioration. 
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Now, the fourth aspect that 
I see up here is that by listening,especially to the 
Old people, and also by living up here, I strongly 
believe that these people have developed a philosophy 
ofAife. Now I'd like to explain it this way. You are 
aware that today we are talking a lot about bio feed- 
back, by which the mind, to a great extent, can control 
what is going on physiologically in the body, like 
you know, some people can manage to control heart 
rate, pulse rate. It seems to me that the demand cf 
rature, the mind of the people and the body of the 
people over a long period of time manage to create an 
adaptation. Maybe I should explain better by saying 
that it's an harmonious religious adaptation to this 
particular thing that we call, you know, this Old 
Crow way of life. 

© Aon 'eethink Deis Marry rand 
especially the respect, I have the greatest respect for 
the old people, because in the modern world of today 
they are very beautiful people but what I respect in 
them is the toughness, this particular way of adapting 
that made them survive against really tough odds. 

Now this harmony has produced 
a peace of mind, and this peace of mind is made of 
self-reliance, to really believe in yourself, in the 
ones that you live by, the ones you love, and it has 
created a joy of living. If you -- I know that we 
heard them talking about hard times, but we never -- 
they never said that they would leave this place for 


another place, which indicates that they have this 
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1) peace of mind, this joy of living, and they are very 
2 | satisfied. 
| Now to me, after I have said 
4 | this, it seems to me that the very existence of this 

| 





5 | particular philosophy of life, way of living and so 

6 | forth, is very much at stake today. Whvnts dito ak 

ue Stake? It's because if we look at the Old Crow society 

3 it's a very fragile society, and I have been studying 
7 on my own,the Indians of the Amazon, and I've been 

10 | reading some very interesting books on this particular 

| and Bolivia and Venezuela; 

Le aborigines of Brazil, and Peru, - I see the same develop- 
Le ingfrocess and it seems to me that these people over 
13, there are suffering a lot likefnaybe the Old Crow people 
14} are going to do. It's because, you know, I like to 

; as 

iss use, you know you will understand the French word called 
16! a "phylistic"., This is an atomistic society which means 
E74 this is a small society but at the same time because it 
18 | is atomistic , it's wide open to any influence. 
19) | Now if any influences go into 
20 | this particular type of a society),)moves in, it could 
214 very well topple the whole thing. Now I know that we 
22 | are told, because I am a white man and to a point I 
23) believe what the white man say, we are told that tech- 
24 | nology can do a lot. We, are told that . new ways 
25) are good, the changes are very good. We are told that 
26 | the school education is very good, too. But do we 
27/ have the right -- this is what I am asking, you know, 
28 | Canada in general -- do we have the right when we know 
25) that this society is fragile to, putein.an,influence 


30 | that could destroy it? 





\iev oun, yond bas ypmivit 2o yot eidd ,Baim to sossq 


2 >on ge hee i -. beltadise 

bise ovysd IT ian VOR OF WON.) vei: Wem . opie Bi 
Bsa lo soneseixe. yrey oid: Jedt emod amese. gt netds 
oz bas patvid 20 yRM ,ettl to ydgosobina, zaluoltyeg 
38 Si ed yeti “sysbog exsse 36 coum yey et 4ax02 


YttiooR Word S10) roy aa fool ew ti eecsoed |'oT Seuste 


phivbyse need sve, % bas. Weetooe olipsxd yew seth 
aged ev'I bas, ,.mosami eid to eqsibalsd2.awo ym, 0 
i eid Bikey 10 adood .paisacresal yxev. amor paihse:2 
ooV Date ervitod bas. 
-yoloveh ens ere ese 1 \tot bes ,fisex@ to eenipixzeds 
teve esigosq eaeds tadd em od amese Ji bas, eeavoxgpal 
efigesq woud BLO odd sdyatpdlii tol 5s paisebinva sas axed? 
ag odil I ,woak. coy ,eeseoed esl, .ob ot patop exs 
neliss biow sonext od? bastetehan. Eis aaah uOY ,oau 
qnsem cotdw ySeince siteimods ~ ei sid? - “ol sei tydq" 6 
#i sauaped axis emae ot te dud ytotoom Lisme s. ei elds 
 , gonouk tal yi ot nego ehiw e' sk » Siteimosa at 
Qfni op eesneching yous Fi wor 
blues Fi ,ai eevom,ytetooe 6 to eqys teluolsisg, eidt 
sw seg word Towa «pide slodw ede alqgod Llow yrev 
i jatog 6 ot. bab) nem otidw 5 ms I eeysoed) blot exs 
=fioas jaca blot oxs ow, VR tne od idw orts teiw oeveiled 


ayer wey apt! blot one OW 4aok 5 0b aaa yeoton — 


I8i3 bios S16) aw boop, ytev dad pepnssio. orit \Boop exe 
Sw ob tua er boop yisv 2k aeisysoube Loodoa, ad 


word OY \paixeG me I dedw et atdd re Sika edt eved | 


woot ou now Jipéx od ovgd ow.ob +> Laxenee ai sbaned 
wnoulint as at Ig 02. ef test? ab yteiooe ectd dmdd 
AD ek eo SE eect) tos gmat 


f 









o >: © A yw na Ff 


— 


: 





AL Wiese? Reber bs, 





BURNABY 2, B.C. Father Mouchet 
1| Now this is something for me 
2 | that I cannot reconcile because in the world of tomor- 
3 row,if we take a symbol , like if we say, "Is the 
4] bulldozer --" the bulldozer could be the symbol for 
5 everybody to understand it, up here the bulldozer that 
6 makes asphalt, road, pipeline, for the world of tomorrow, 
a is this bulldozer more important than the harmony with 
8 | nature that -- again it's a personal view but I know 
9 | that most of you, you share this with me -- is this 
19 | more important than this harmony with nature for the 
11} world of tomorrow? 
ba Now however, because changes 
13 brings more changes and so forth, if the people of Old 
14) Crow, because they are responsible for what they are 
13 | going to do and we don't want to be babysitters for 
16 | them and so forth, if they decide to jump -- pardon 
Ly this expression -- into the modern society then can we 
13 | compromise? I know in the past many people have come 
15 i to me and asked me about this. Well, I don't know, 
2; really I don't know; but I agree with Mrs. Bertha Ai} 
211 because I know this person very well, there must be 
\ ; 
ak some guarantee and briefly I'm going to try to bring 
23] them to you. 
24) The first one, the first 
254 guarantee would be to give them land, you know, like 
26 | the land that we see on this map; and with this land 
27 either for fishing, trapping, and hunting, whatever 
“3 | they decide is their own decision. 


aa Now the second guarantee, 


and here again maybe I may be blunt and some of you 
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may not understand what I am going to say, but I think 
we have to prevent the white men influences because I'd 
like to explain it this way. If we agree that there 

is: 2icodelfvthere yiewa’.striuerivethat isparticwlar to 
Old Crow, I am afraid by what I have seen in Southern 
Yukon, in senior atomistic communities, that the white 
man is going to infiltrate his code and his languace 
in particular to this employer, and it's too bad, with 
the best intention, also. 

Now the third guarantee is 
that the agencies working up here, what I call agency 
up here -- the school, the nursing station, the R.C.M.P., 
the Forestry Department, the Co-Op -- I believe that 
these agencies are doing a tremendous work for the 
people of Old Crow, But what I am afraid, I am afraid 
that if the managers of these agencies are not the 
correct ones, if I follow my thoughts if these managers 
do not appreciate the difference, or refuse to under- 
Stati the code or the structure particular to this 
place, then I am afraid that they are going again to 
infiltrate this way of life in a way that the people 
of Old Crow will be unable to defend themselves against. 

Now the fourth guarantee -- 
and this is something I have been working with for a 
long time -- fitness, health and fitness should be 
brought into this community by really taking a good 
look at the youngsters and trying to make them as tough 
and as strong as their grandfathers or their fathers 
are or were. Now I know I can speak to you this way 


because you know yourself very well that now we are 
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using wilderness camp to correct the juvenile delin- 
quents and we start to appreciate more and more the 
good physiology, of good fitness as an important role 
of the nervous system. Now at times when we talk 
against alcoholism, it seems to me that we are putting 
the plough before the oxen because we overlook the 
main thing, which is the central nervous system in the 
human being. Now I have, in these particular hearings 
that I appreciate very much, I have seen these people 
worrying about the teenagers, Well, I'm working with 
those in seven schools -~- the High Schools to the 
Elementary Schools -- and I think they have a serious 
right to worry about those teenagers because I like 
to explain it this way. The teenager of today, I 
work with white and native teenagers. It seems that 
we are leading them to an impossibility by which they 
can make a good choice, They are exposed to many 
choices but maybe because the values of disintegrating 
Indian and native values, when I try to explain others, 
they come to the 15 years old bracket. or 16, because 
they are not strong enough, because they have not 
followed a line of action in thinking then they become 
split and they can make a good choice, and I think 
the process is already established here where, instead 
of developing strong persons we are developing drifters. 
You live in Whitehorse for a 
while, you live in Old Crow for a while, then you 
frustrated from both places and to me it seems that's 
because you can't make a good choice. These things 


certainly did not happen before. 
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Now, thank you very much for 
your attention, 

MR. VEALE: Father, maybe you 
could just tell about the changes that you have seen 
in Old Crow since you have been here. 

A When I came up here I 
came from a place called Telegraph Creek in Northern 
B.C., where I spent nine years, It took me about 
three months to re-study myself and re-study the 
place because I couldn't believe how industrious these 
people here were. They were capable of self-reliance 
to do things by themselves, and I had left a native 
community where the process of deterioration was so 
deep that only the northern white men were thriving 
on the baby-sitting propositon. 

Now coming up here I see 
these people, they didn't need any baby-sitter or 
anything like that. They were doing things of their 
own. They have a lot of pride and they were very, 
very industrious. Now this I think, Mr. Veale, would 
you know, sum up my -- what I've seen in the change. 

Now the rest would be the 


process of, you know, where we are or maybe we are not 


today, by which we see all the change from the airport 


to, you know, to the new houses, maybe that are exter- 
nally speaking nicer than the old ones butfMmaybe they 
don't have the same warmth and so forth. 

Q Father, you're familiar 
with the Stager Report; I was wondering if you would 


just make a comment on that from your point of view? 
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| A Well, maybe I'd like to 


i 
\ 

2 | say this, I'm not qualified to because I recognize that 
+ ° . 

3 | tne reputation of Dr. Stager is far superior to mine, 


| but I read this report and I was quite disappointed 
ef because I would like to use the French word for you, 


6 | your honor, it's an (French,no interpretor) or in other 


7 words it's a good catalogue by which you see many 

g || fragments of a society and this is what scares me in 
. the world of today that with our logic we start to 
19 ! take fragments of statistics, we put them together and 


f then we overlook the real feeling that is below the 


rp surface. You see what I'm trying to say by this is 
ie code. Of structure; but) again, you know, I recognize 
14} that Dr. Stager has done a lot of work but from my 


fed personal point of view I was disappointed in this. 
MR. VEALE: Thank you very 

much, father. 

13 | A Thank you very much, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


onl very much, 

af (WITNESS ASIDE) 

22 | 

73 | WILLIAM ECKGRADER, sworn: 
AL THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, | 
35 | ladies and gentlemen, my name is William Eckgrader, 
26, 22 years of age. If you look behind you on the map 
27 | there is the Crow Flat region, you'll see sections of 
28 | land where I trap -- not me, but me and my brothers. 
25 | There is two seismic lines 
30 | that went through that region about four years ago, 
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| and before then there was a lot of muskrats in my 


i 
21 area, If you go out there today you'd be lucky if 

\ 
3 you get 20 on some lakes, not even that. About that 
4 800-man camp you're going to have here if the pipeline 
5 do go through, over the mountains there is a town 
6 | called Inuvik and beyond that there is oil camps. I've 
7 been in dmost every seismic camp and oil camp there, 


I work on the oil rigs and I seen different types of 


o 7 people from down south, how they feel about going to 





id town when they have Teer! to drink, and they can't. 
Ll} THE COMMISSIONER: How they 

12! feel about what? 

13! A Going to town when 

14) they're drinking and they can't, and they're all the 

15 | same, they all like to go downtown, hustle some girls, 
64 I guess, 

iy } I seen a lot of things that 
18 took place in Inuvik when they do hit town, after three 
19 | weeks in the bush or sometimes two months. If there 
>| was an @00-man camp near Old Crow, more than an 800-man 
2 camp there's got to be some drinkers in that 800-man 

22 | camp. They*re there for three weeks at a time. They 

23 | get a little booze inside them, they're sure to come 

24 | toy town “and: you Li7see a tou of mixup fights; a ‘lot of 
25 | trouble, you know. They would probably take the Girls 
26 | in this town up to their camp like I seen over in 

27] Inuvik there, I seen girls in camp, I didn't know they 
28 | were there but I seen them afterwards, I was told. 

29 | I couldn't believe it so I seen them myself. They came 
30 | by truck through the truck drivers that work on the 
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i! rigs there. I feel towards the pipeline that Pt 


| shouldn't go through. 








7 MR, VEALE: Where were you 

| born, William? 

| A I was born in Williams 

6 | Lake, Crow Flats. 

2 Q Do you want to tell Judge 
g | Berger about what you saw in the camps that you worked 
9 | with? 

act A Well, like I said, I 

il was on almost every rig out of Inuvik and around the 
sil Surrounding areas here. I seen lots of damages done that 
tal Lands & Forests never saw before. They just look oon 
all the air, they never bother people. They come down but 
ae every time they come to the camp we clean up a little 
eh bit, but they always look from the air. They can't 
17] see very good. Everything looks good from the air 

sa but beneath every shovelful of mud there's lots of 

i 

‘itl garbage, pieces of steel, and there's lot of oil been 
oa! Spilled that they don't know. 
221] I was working, that's how 
+> | : Tonotice. I seen how they get rid of some stuff in 
seal the ocean. They just bring it up with a helicopter 
a and drop it right in the sea. How I knew this, I was 
as | on off-shore rig on the coast there, Beaufort Sea. 
26 | They didn't want anything as heavy, big tanks they 
a just dropped them rightlinto the ocean with a helicopter. 
mt That suthe Only, Waveathey poould get rid of it. The 

29 | garbage is all buried. Animals come around and dig 

\\ 
sat it up anyway, so it doesn't cover -- Lands & Forests 
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W. Eckgrader 
Rev. J. Watts 


just check it once, I think. 


Q Do you plan to stay in 
Old Crow? 

A Yes, I always come back 
here, Iwent to school in Whitehorse ever since I 
was ten years old -- eight years old. Came back here 


when I was 12, went to Inuvik, came back here and 
went to school again; and from 18 I was working on the 
rigs. I'm stillworking on the rigs, starting out in 
August again. But I always come back here, The reason 
I leave here is there's hardly amy work so I go out 
and work, That's all I have to say, thanks. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Eckgrader. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


REV. JOHN WATTS, sworn: 

MR. VEALE: I understand that 
you're Reverend John Watts and you're with the Anglican 
Church, and you have been in Old Crow for two years. 

A That, s\.night, yes. 

Go ahead. | 

A Prankevougyeadt host yof,.ail | 
Mr. Justice Berger, for being with us here. 

From 1860 the Anglican Church 
has been closely tied in with the life of the Old Crow) 
people. From the time when they were at Rampart 
House until they came to Old Crow in the early 1900's 
until now, Archdeacon McDonald working out of the Taku 


Mission at Fort McPherson had a very strong early 
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influence with the people, working tirelessly in trans- 
lating the Bible and Prayer Book and a hymn book 

into their language. This early influence has Stayed 
with the people over the years, particularly because 
the Archdeacon worked among them for 30 years and was 
partly native himself. 

The people therefore feel their 
religion is their own. The people, too, have been well 
served by other missionaries, some of them have come 
from their own people within the Taku Mission area. So 
they understand Christianity from their own point of 
view, The Reverend Amos Anjutily and the Reverend 
Julius Kennedy gave many years of service to the people 
here in this country; while the Reverend Joe Kikaviscl io, 
who was made a deacon in his 90th year in 1971, had 
previously given some 60 years of very long service 
aS a Catechist. These names are mentioned to give the 
depth of the influence of the church in these parts 
Over the years, 

These church bul lading locally is 
much thought of in the hearts of the people. The women 
have gone to great pains in doing excellent bead work 
for the altar and other hangings. Pictures and mem- 
orial placques tell their own story of the central posi+ 
tion the church has held in this community and hope- 
fully will remain to be so in the future. 

The photographs in the church 
go back over many years and are often referred to. The 
children, too, have their roots kept up in this way and 


it is hoped that they will never lose sight of these. 
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Attending schurchjis, stid1l 
important with the people, with about 40 to 50 people 
coming in the morning on Sunday, and about 20 or so in 
the evening. The Women's Organization is a strong 
one, being given a good start under Mrs. Julius Kennedy 
in 1929. The people now have a Church Committee, and 
so the church's business becomes more and more shared. 
The people support the church well financially and 
soon it is hope it will be self-supporting. 

In addition to this, some 
$500 last year was donated to other mission areas, 
and to the relief of world suffering. The people 
here like prayers in their homes and at the opening 
of meetings they often pray for their future. It is 
clear at present, therefore, that spiritual matters 
are closer here to the people than in most -- in many 
other places; and yet it is feared very strongly that 
much of this would change if this village and its 
environs were opened up more and more to the outside. 

The construction camps building 
in the beginning pipelines and having easy access to 
this neighborhood would begin seriously to undermine 
the life of the people here. The community life in 
which members of the church have a major interest, thus 
would become weaker and weaker. Church -lafe,,. +60 
would be affected as people become more and more drawn 
away materially. Such are the feelings of many of us 
here, and we are uncertain as to what might happen later 
On were a pipeline ever to be put in. What other 


discoveries will be taken advantage of in these regions 
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after the first successful venture? Having served in 
ee Inaeeaakeue for two years, I know some of the very 
serious effects of the Alaska Highway and all that 
followed afterwards, how the people have had so much 
trouble in the area of liquor due to their feelings 

of being laughed at and having their life badly under- 
mined so that their life becomes very meaningless. 

We hope this will never happen 
here, as has so much happened in other native communi- 
ties, where people can become so lost spiritually. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Reverend Watts. I wonder if, Since you are reading 
from a statement, we might have it and make it an 
exhibit and part of the proceedings. Thank you. 

(STATEMENT OF REV. JOHN WATTS MARKED EXHIBIT C-85) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think that 
this might be a good time to adjourn for supper and 
maybe we could come back at eight o'clock tonight, 
would that be all right? Well, we'll adjourn now and 
then we'll come back at eight o'clock tonight and I 
should say before we adjourn that everything that all 
of you have said Friday and Saturday and again today 
is being recorded by these young ladies with the masks, 
on tape, and a transcript -- that is a book -- with 
everything that you have said and that your visitors 
have said is going to be prepared in Yellowknife and 
we will be sending a copy of the book with everything 
that everyone has said to Chief John Joe Kaye and in 


view of the fact that much of the evidence is of very 
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great historical interest to the people of Old Crow 
and people throughout Canada, we will send a copy of 
the transcript or the book to the School Committee for 
the school as well. You'll get that in about a month's 
time, 
Well, at any rate we'll adjourn 

now for supper and come back at eight o'clock tonight. 

(APPLAUSE) 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 8 P.M.) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


MRS. ELLEN ABEL: Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Mrs. Ellen 
Abel. First of all, Judge Berger, I wuld like to tell 
you how happy we are that you have come to visit us 
here, and also your staff for your visit to listen and 
talk with us. 

TeGelike “lo say to you; judge, 
that when I was young I was brought up way up Johnson 
Creek way, there was no school but I was able to -- I 
had good parents that raised me up, and my parents 
knew how to read in both language, and so in that way 
he raised me up very good. 

She says it wasn't too easy 
to travel, but there was a trader by the name of Jackson 
and also my dad and his two brothers, Alfred and Peter, 
they had good outfit and so they went far as to Bell 
River, that's where they would leave them, and from 
there they worked their way up to Johnson (Ceek. 


She says that Jackson was a 
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trader and so when they come up to where the Bell 
River forked into the Porcupine or Johnson Creek, well 
he leaves them there and there they do one day of 
trading and get their winter supply, and then from 
there they would work their way up to Johnson Creek by 
pulling boats, tracklines ,. They spent their time 
there as trappers and hunters, and during this time 
his dad, John Kredichie, would look after the service. 
She says his dad was a trapper 
so he traps and she saysone time I went with him and 
the first camp we made was in cabin , then the next 
was a tent, and then from there on we had to carry the 
tent on the trip, and in that -- during that trip he 
would go out and hunt all the animals that he would get. 
She said when they got to the 
end of the trap-line they stayed there one day and from 
there they went out walking to a place that they thought 
was a good place to trap, and on the way he told me 
to set a trap and that was the first trap that I set. 
On the way back he look at it and saw that it wasn't 
set right, so he went and fixed that trap for me the 
way it should be, so the next time mother went with 
him and when they look at that trap I got a martin in 
A Wy ole 
that's all 
Well,/I have to tell you on 
life story and now I would like to turn over’ to the 
pipeline, Since I don't like the pipeline, on account 
of the pipeline it will chase away the animal from our 
land here. She says we had a very hard time this winter 


because there was no animal around, We had some animal 
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last year but they didn't stay too long, and during 
the winter we had no animal around and it made it very, 
very hard for us. 

You are here on this pipeline 
inquiry and you will be working for us, and I hope that 
they will listen to you to let them know that we don't 
want the pipeline, 

She said that she wasn't going 
to speak, but last night her brother-in-law came along 
to her and said that, "You better speak about the 
pipeline because you always go to church," and he Said, 
"they might put a pipeline between your house and the 
ehurch 5" 

(Z.AUGHTER) 

She said that's why I am 
Speaking, I am talking about the pipeline. I don't 
want it. That's all I have to say to you, Judge Berger, 
on the matter, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Abel. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MRS. BELLA CHARLIE, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: I am Bella 
Charlie. I was born and raised here. I am happy that 
you have come here to Old Crow to listen to the people 
of Old Crow. This is concerning the pipeline. I'm 


against the pipeline as it willaffect the people if 


there is a breakage, the oil will damage the Old Crow Flat 


here, most Old Crow people go to hunt and trap every 
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1| year. After the pipeline is built all people will 

a leave and not think about us after that except that 

3 | they are getting their oil. What will we do? We will 

al be left poor again » What will happen if the 

| pipeline breaks at 60 or 70 below weather in the 

6 | winter? How will they know that pipeline has broken 

5, 0 under the ice? Everyone knows we get really cold weather 

3 | up here, If this happens, what are the plans now to 

3 | stop it? If this pipeline breaks it will pollute our 
10) lakes and rivers and destroy fish, muskrats, amd other 
12] animals which we live on. 
es If we go on to live on these 
fa animals which live in polluted waters, we, the people 
a will surely get some sort of sickness Grom; tha sy This 
ea is my reasons for not wanting the pipeline, and you've 
16 | heard many other reasons from the people of Old Crow. 
wan I would like to thank you for 
18 | coming to Old Crow. 
ial THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
| very much; we'll mark your statement as an exhibit and 
>| it will become part of the record of the proceedings 
| of the inquiry. Thank you. 
WE: (STATEMENT OF BELLA CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-86) 
a (WITNESS ASIDE) 
25 | 
26 | ROGER ALLEN, sworn: 
27 | THE WITNESS: Judge Berger and 
28) the people of Old Crow, my name is Roger Allen, and 
29 | I'm married to one of the local girls here. 

30 First I would like to express 
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Li my views in regards to the proposed pipeline which 


will eventually cross our northland. One of our main 


tO 





| 
3 concerns is the employment opportunities given to the 
4 || native people in the operation and maintenance of the 


| gas-gathering systems, and on the pipeline itself. I 








6 | am presently employed in Alberta by a member of the 

r Canadian Arctic Gas consortium, I would like to bring 
7 forth an example of unfairness in work distribution 

2 that Cah occur during the pipeline construction and 

10 | during the operation of it. 

th I think a couple of the guys 
ea from this town here have been on the sane program as 
13} Iam. Firstly, Arctic Gas told us during our interview 
tal that after a period of on-the-job training we would 

15! be guaranteed operating jobs. However, after ten months 
ea we were still doing the same jobs, so when we questioned 
17 | - the foreman on this particular matter, he told us to 
18) mind our own business. Yet when a summer student came 
15, in, he was given that job and others within one month 
20 | that we were originally promised, It wasn't that we 
oa weren't capable of doing these jobs; they didn't want 
22 | to give us an equal opportunity. This is the way we've 
ook! been treated during on-the-job training programs, and 
24] what guarantee do we have in the future that this will 
35) not happen? 

26 | We know for a fact that we 

27 | cannot rely on white man's word alone, as we've had 

desl a past history of too many words and too little action, 
29 | We must have something more concrete than verbal pro- 
ve mises in order to benefit the young, old, and all those 
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| concerned. Over the past couple of days I have heard 
- numerous people complain about seismic operations, and 
j work done in this area. 
7 | In 1973 I worked for the 
5 Fisheries & Marine Service in Inuvik and had the oppor- 
6 | tunity to monitor various marine seismic operations in 
7) the Beaufort Sea and on the Reindeer Channel. When I 
3 | represented the Fisheries the seismic companies 
7 kept well within the guide-lines set down; however, I 
10. have heard from the native employees that when no one 
11 was around to monitor these operations they would kill 
12 | thousands of fish before finally quit shooting. So I 
al feel without constant monitoring of various seismic 
an programs the various seismic companies will not stay 
13} within the set guide-lines, and therefore in some way 
16 | affect our environment which is very sensitive. 
cr | ‘ in concludings,! 12 woule like to 
13)| Say what many others have already said, I would not like 
19) to see the way of life disturbed by the pipeline -- 
mr proposed pipeline. 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
22 very much, Mr. Allen. Mr. Allen'sstatement will be 
23 marked as an exhibit and will become part of the per- 
>| manent record of these proceedings. Thank you. 
55 (STATEMENT OF ROGER ALLEN MARKED EXHIBIT C-87) 
PAE | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
an | MR.\YVEALE: ‘Charlie Abel, he 
2g | has already been sworn and spoken at this Inquiry. 
ad 
30) CHARLIE ABEL, resumed: 
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| THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, I 

2 | would like to say -- I would like to add a little more 

3 to my other speech. I hope you don't mind. 

4 

3 THE INTERPRETER: The other 

\ 

6 | time I have spoken already, but today I want to speak 

7 again mostly of the young people and first of all I 

S | would like to say I've seen many young people have 

7 spoken now, which makes me very happy. 

10 If they would keep on, if 
11] them young people would keep on doing this, come to the 
ai meetings, -take part in all the meetings, and this I know 
a4 will prepare them for the future. Because of the Inquiry 
Te now they have come up and gave their brief, and I thought 
Ts it was very good because it's all for the future. 
ie! As I was listening into this 
LF Inquiry here, with all the people talking I hear them, 
18 I understand them all, a lot of them have brought up good 
19 | points, something that will be a help to every one of | 

| | 

20 | us in the future. This is something that I'm really 
| happy about. 
| One of the young boys, Charlie 
. Blake, when he spoke he says, "No matter how close the | 
24 pipeline is going to be to this little Town of Old Crow," 
25” he would like to see a boundary line in between the : 
26 | pipeline and the settlement here. I thought this was 
a7 a good idea, have a boundary line in between the pipe- 
2g line and the settlement here, no matter how close it 
29 | would be, then this would -- in that way they wouldn't 

ch A come in so often, only just when they need something 
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that they really need. 

Bertha Allen also brought a 
brief here and I thought she brought out many good 
points as she spoke here. 

Now these names that I've 
mentioned who spoke something to think about are not 
the only ones that get to talk. I think everyone 
that came up here to speak done very well. While I 
was listening many times Ron Veale here, our lawyer, 
ask questions to these -- to several people, mostly 
about this Crow Flat area. 

A couple of years ago they 
had a crew of men, oh, six years ago they had a crew 
of men here working in the Crow Flat, and a lot of the 
boys that they had on the job are still with us here 
in town today. These men were working up in the Crow 
Flats with these boys with them, and many times they 
blast in the lakes and by blasting in the lakes they 
see a lot of dead fish come up and also even young 
dead rats come up from the bottom of this lake. 

Then there was another crew 
that came down the winter road and they also went back 

Before 
in the Crow Flats to work on some project. /they went 
into the Crow Flat area we had a meeting with them, 
because of what we seen the other crew did, we don't 
want them to do the same thing. So we had a meeting with 
them and told them not to blast any more lakes if they 
going to do any kind of project up in the Crow Flats. 
We agreed with them or we told them that if they want 


to do any blasting, to keep away from the lakes, and 


- 
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| then they can do their blasting. 
2 | Going back towards the Crow 
| Flat area, they were building this winter road and 
I when they got up wherever they wanted to go, they put 
5 up a base camp, and that's where he seen a plane 
5 land. This Forestry plane it was, went over there to 
| check on them. I also went there with their mail. 
3 | Will Taylor was the Forestry person, and when he 
9 | caughtfp with us up there, he asked me if we have . 
10} crossed any small river or creek, and I told him that 
Ll| we did, which wast too far away from the camp, 
12 | so I went back there with him, 
ea After that he closed that 
14] camp for a while. He asked him how long would he 
13! Close that camp for. He said that it wasn't too long. 
16 | He said he had some work to do with them on te project 
7) that they were doing; after that is over he would open 
| up for them again. 
19 Then they haven't bothered 
20 | the Crow Flat again. We had a meeting about it and 
aa we all told one another that things like this wouldn't 
224 happen in Crow Flat again. He says where they cross 
el this small river or creek, they been blocking everything 
24, up to make a bridge. They put earth, snow and every- 
25 | thing that they could make bridge of, and he told 
26 them that before they leave that place they have to 
27) clear it out so that it will run same as any other 
ae time again. 
29 | After that was done, after 
7 they had crossed that creek, they were told to clear 
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1] it before they would leave, they would have asked 
2 "How should we go about this crossing creek if it 
3 would happen again?" 
4 And he said that he told 
5 them if they would ever cross any creek again, it's 
oe best way to do it with just straight snow and water. 
" So that's what they did after- 
8 | wards. They made a snow bridge with water,and covered 
o with water, so in that way they were able to cross 
19 | creeks then. 
11 Now again I will talk a 
134 little bit on pipeline project. There was a chap 
13 | nearby Old Crow here, we understand that there will be 
ae about 800 people in the camp. He says he understand: 
a: by looking into the T.V. and also by what he hear 
16) of this pipeline, he expect that there will be 6,000 
APT orfmore people working on the pipeline. If all these 
18 people would work on thatpipeline, there will be a 
Lo problem to look after all these men that are working | 
29 | on this pipeline. 
22 Last night Mr. Allen did 
22 | mention and also we see the people coming here, and 
23 they all disagree with the pipeline. They don't want 
24 it. He says when this pipeline project comes through, 
25 | he says we understand that a lot of people are going | 
i to work, but I suppose there will be more people from 
27 the south that will be doing the work. Now he says we 
28) like to see some of the local people would get jobs 
25 | on that).line. So this is one of the things that we 
30! want, andl also we want the land, the land to be 
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4 Settled, land alaims to be settled before there would 


be anything done on this project. 





| 
3) He would just like to say a 
| 
little bit on his grand-dad, Peter Moses' work. Away 


back there before he became chief here, when he was 




















e | made chief, he was chief for 18 years , he was the 
7 kind of man that everybody liked, both young and old. 
He said he also looked after the poor people. But when 
>| he heard about the war, it was during the war when he 
a4 was a chief, he felt so sorry for these people killing, 
11] one another, a lot of children would be left without : 
12) a father that he went around town here in this little 
13 | village talking with different people, collecting 
14) money, and so when he collected some money from these 
15! people that he talked with, he sent this money over 
16 | to England to show how they felt about these poor 
7 children. And that is how it was in the time of King 
_ George that a medal was sent to him by the king, which 
19 | I mantioned yesterday. 
20 | ON account of that, of what 
21 he did, he also had a visitor here, a special visitor. 
ae He says he doesn't remember his name too well, but : 
23 | I think his name was McDonald, and this person came 
24 here to visit him, He says he still remember the old | 
25. man's words before when he got old, and not before -- | 
26 | not long before he died. He says he wanted Charlie 
27 to become chief and he says that it wasn't going to 
28 | be easy, but he wanted him to try to become a chief. 
25 | Because of the old man's 





30 | words, I have tried, I was chief for my group of 
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C. Abel 

J. Allen 

people here in Old Crow for 17 years. This is about 
all I would like to say to you again,Judge Berger, but 
I would just like to let you know that whatever's been 
said here in this Inquiry, everybody is very happy about 
what has been said to you and we hope that everything 
will turn out the way the people want their land to be. 

He doesn't exactly remember, 
but when he first became a chief somewhere in the 1950's, 
that it was the same time that Queen Elizabeth, the 
queen and her husband was to visit Dawson, and that's 
where -- that was one of his first trips that he made 
as a chief at that time. That's all I have to say to 
you now. I thought I just want to show you this, Peter 
Moses' medal that was sent to him by King George V. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It's a 
remarkable medal. Thank you very much for ae eee 
to see it. 

A Well, thank you very 
much, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr. Abel, and we appreciate your speaking again. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


JAMES ALLEN, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger and | 
staff, my name is James Allen. I am employed by the 
Yukon Lands & Forests Service. My home town is Haines 
Junction, I was brought up in Haines Junction, and I 
am a member of the Kootchin Tribe, and being a public 


servant I cannot express too much of my own opinion in 
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the political issues of the pipeline, but I can tell 
you about my experience living with the people in 
Old Crow, 

I first moved into Old Crow 
in November, 1972. I have snce lived up here one 
winter and the past three summers, I was sent up as 
an assistant ranger in the middle of winter, too. The 
people here were very helpful in getting me settled in. 
The house was pretty bare when I moved in, but they 
helped me unpack the furniture and other household dvs eek 
The first thing I noticed was the generosity of the | 
people here. Like for instance, the first winter I 
spent here I would be invited out for dinner or supper 
at least once a day during the whole winter, and I 
noticed when a person walks in on a family during a meal 
he or she would be invited to the table. Having to 
cook my own meals, I used this tactic quite often during 


the winter. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You learned | 
quickly. 

A Right. In Old Crow there 
is also a very strong family unity. Last winter I 
worked in Watson Lake and I really noticed the family 
breakdown problem there. The main cause is alcohol. 
In many communities in Southern Yukon, alcohol is readily 
available from the nearest bar or Liquor Store. The | 
children have no home life whatsoever down there, and 
the parents wake up with a hangover and go down to the 


bar to find a cure and end up drunk again all over. The 


children in Old Crow have respect for their parents and 
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J. Allen 

1 usually do not touch alcohol until they go to Whitehorse 

ey or any outside community to further their education. 

3 The people of Old Crow are very 

40 independent as compared to the people in the south who 

S | live near white communities. They have less welfare 

6 and social assistance here than in the south; and in 

7 | the south they are given welfare assistance, then 

8 become dependent on the welfare cheques to buy food, 

9 | Clothing, and mainly alcohol for themselves. 

10 Right now the people in Old 

1L| Crow are proud to be able to make a living on their own. 
12 | The old people in the community have lived a hard life; 
3 it may have been a hard life, but also a healthy one, 
14) as can be seen by the number of surviving old people 
5) here, aS compared to other Indian communities in the 

6 | south. In the south they are put into Old Folks Homes 
1? | and looked after. Here they live in their own houses 

i} 

18 | and still pack their own firewood during the winter. 
19 | I have hunted and fined for 
20 | the people here during my time with them, and as I | 
21] have stated many times, they do not waste any meat or 
22 | any food. When I first arrived in Old Crow I was 
I Surprised at how young the boys here participated in 

24 | the caribou hunts. It has been their way of life for 
25 | many years, therefore they have to learn young to sur- 
26 | Vive up here . My “Ertend, Stephen Foster, taught me a 
27 | few tricks in hunting, as have some of the others; but 
26 | I was fortunate when I was young to help my father in 

29 | hunting moose where I grew up. 

30) If the pipeline moved a camp 
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1 of 800 men near the Old Crow, I think it would be 

2 disastrous for the community as a whole, Many of the 

3 social diseases which have destroyed many Indian 

‘| communities in the south would move in, such as SPSEne =| 
| ism, child abuse, mental and physical health, broken 

.| homes, broken marriages, and many other points that 

7 break down a healthy society. Also where there are 800 
1 men, some sort of liquor outlet soon follows. Liquor 

a would become easily attainable in the village. 

10 | The white people say money is 
11] the root of all evil, but in our Indian communities 

12 today, the liquor is the root of all evil. 
13] That's all I have to say for 
14 | now, Mr. Berger. Thanks, 
is | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
16 | lt. Allen, for a most thoughtful presentation. I wonder 
17 | if you would let us keep it and have it marked as an 
18 exhibit? 
19) (STATEMENT OF JAMES ALLEN MARKED EXHIBIT C-88) 
20 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
20 | | 
oi LAURIE NETRO, Sworn: 
23 THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, first 
24) of all I'd like to thank you and all the people who is 
25 | travelling with you for coming up to Old Crow and | 
26 | listening to the people of Old Crow. 
Zn My name is Laurie Netro, I was 
28 | born and raised in Old Crow. As you know, most of the 
29 | people gave their speeches. All of us heard them, we 

30 | know that there is much feeling of love for our lana | 
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Miss L. Netro 


which belongs to us, the people of Old Gow. The proposed 
pipeline route is supposed to be put through the most 
important piece of land to the Old Crow people, the Old 
Crow Flats. I do not agree with this pipeline route 
at all. There will be many problems on this project ana 
many good people will be ruined, not cnly good people but 
good land on which they make their living. 

Also the animals the people 
live on for many years can be destroyed by this pipeline. 
The young people, ly generation now will need this land 
fow our future, and also for the future of our children. 
We depend on this land as much as our parents do. We 
grow up in this area, We grew up in this area. Our 
parents taught us how to hunt and trap like their parents 
taught them. If the pipeline comes through, what will 
become of our future? What can we look forward to 
in Crow Flat if this pipeline breaks? Are we going to 
look forward to dead or sick muskrats floating around 
in the polluted lakes, or forests with no birds singing? 

even 

X do not think any stupid person will go out into this 
kind of.country. £0..try.to. -hunt.in. that kind. of hunting~ 
ground, All that they could do is to remember how 
beautiful and rich this land used to be. 

Indo. not.want to..see, this 
happen to our land, and to our people. I want to Dring 
up the subject on school because this is the most 
important part of everyone's lives today. This educa~ 
tion part can bring some problems to small towns like 
ours, The problem of leaving home, leaving our way of 


life, and then trying to get used to different way of 
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1 life. I know this personally because I hae experienced 
it, and I know I speak for most of my home-town friends, 
students who have -to leave home need a lot of encourage- 
ment from parents and friends all through their school 
years. 

As some people mentioned, the 
school students are coming home after their schooling 
is finished, which is right. There is nothing in this 
world like home and living our way cd life, also eating 


Our kind of food, which is from our own land. 





If the pipeline goes through, 
the pipeline <-- and the pipeline breaks, our town -- 


the pipeline goes through and the pipeline breaks, do 





you think our Old Crow students will want to come home 





13 | after everything is ruined and not much people in this 
16 town? The people keep assuring us that this pipeline 
17 | will not break, yet the only proof they've got is by 

: putting it in and find out a couple of days or years 
19 | later that it can break and disturb the land, people 
20 | and animals. How do people get so greedy for such things 
21 when they know it can destroy other human beings on the 
22 | other side, or do they care? 
2 Also the large camp of men 
24 that's supposed to be put just outside our comaunity, 
25 | this will be a different story. How many of these 
26 | people will want to stay at the camp on the days when 
27 | they have days off? They will want to come into town. 
2g | 


How many offfhese guys will be nice people? 


There is also a question of 





30 | alcohol and drugs. There will probably be a lot of 
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smuggling of drugs and alcohol into our village and 














; we don't want it in here. The families, boys and girls 
3 may lose control of themselves with these drugs and 
4 alcohol and later will not even think of going back to 
5 their hunting grounds during the different seasons. I 
6 | certainly do not think we need such a disaster in our 
7| village, and also to our people. 
! About the camps, where are 
i they going to dump their sewage and the garbage? I 
10 | hope we can keep on living the way we are today, for 
1} tomorrow and forever, developing in our own way for 
12 | generations to come. I do not want the proposed pipe- 
13 | line route through our country. 
14 | That will be all for now. 
15 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

| 
16 | very much, Miss Netro, Maybe yau would let us have your 
17 | statement and it could be marked as an exhibit in the 
13 | record of the Inquiry. Thank you very much. 
194 (STATEMENT OF MISS LAURIE WETRO MARKED EXHIBIT C-89) 
20 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
a 
22 | CHARLIE BLAKE, resumed: 
23 MR. VEALE: This is Charlie 
25 | Blake, and he's been sworn in already. | 
25 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. I 
26 | remember Mr. Blake well. 
27 THE WITNESS: All I would like 
28 | to say is that I don't want the pipeline to be built 
oo) by the Crow Flats. The people here need the country 
30 | 


to make their living from hunting and trapping, and if 
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; the pipeline should be built, say that a break in the 
2 | pipe occurred and a forest fire started, this will 
| destroy the whole area. 
4) I can remember when I was 
; working for a geological crew at Fort McPherson to 
6 | Old Crow, I saw where the ground was all torn up and 
7 the creeks were dammed with trees and muskeg so they 
7 couldn't hardly run. Also I saw where there were tanks 
; and old trailers had been left. 
| Lietherprpelinesis built,..all 
Pf it will bring for the people of Old Crow is that there 
12 | will be home breakups, and there will be quite a bit 
13) of hostility among the people if this happened. Why 
14) don't they build the pipeline through Alaska if they need 
15 | it that bad? Also I know what happened to the Indian 
16 | people down south, and I wouldn't want this to happen 
u here. 
18 | We are living a good life here 
7 in Olid Crow, and we don't want to be destroyed by the | 
20 | white people. Also we would like to run our own 
7 affairs and not be bothered by the pipeline people. 
e You white people don't know how we make our living in 
23 | this isolated village. All I would like to see is 
24 | that a freeze line be put between the camp and the 
25 | village so that people of the camp cannot come into 
26 | the village unless it is for serious business. 
27 | Also, if the pipeline is to 
23 come through, there should be more R.C.M.P.s to handle 
29 | the people from the camp if they should start trouble 
36 | in the village. That's all I've got to say. 

i 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
a Mr. Biake. You were reading your statement. Could we 
| keep it and have it marked as an exhibit? Thank you. 
4 | (STATEMENT OF CHARLIE- BLAKE MARKED EXHIBIT C-90) 
.) (WITNESS ASIDE) 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: I think we'll 
7| just take a five-minute break now, Mr. Veale. 
7 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
9 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, carry 
11 on, please, Ladies and gentlemen, just so we make 
12] sure we hear what everyone is saying who comes forward. 
23 
| 
14 | MRS. ALICE FROS'’,sworn: 
15 | THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, 
UG and the people of Old Crow, fy name is Alice Frost. On 
a) behalf of my husband and my children, I would like to 
18 | express my views on the proposed gas pipeline, 
aS | We do not think that it is 
20 right to spoil our land because we life off a, and do 
21 not know another way of life. How are the older 
22 people going to survive without our fish and caribou? 
23 Sure, you white people may have luxuries and live very 
24 | comfortably with a big pile of Puls to pay.” But’ we 
25 | would much rather live the way we do now. Free and very 
26 | . much alives We may not have the luxuries you have but 
. to give up our beautiful unspoiled land is too big a 
“23 price to pay. We may heat up our homes from that gas 





| and pay a big price for it, but yet too, we can walk 


30 | a ways and gather up wood without trespassing or paying) 
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Mrs. A. Frost 
Mrs. D. Josie 


7 any fees. If we want to go for a ride to see some 
Ys Peete we don't have to pay $10. a fee. Do they have 
3 a right to ask us to give up this beautiful land of | 
‘ ours. Do they have a right to spoil our land and to 
>| destroy our wild game for their benefit? Do they have 
6) any right to ask us to change our way of life that we 
7| have lived for centuries? Do they have any right to 
8 ask us to decide our future? 
9 We live peacefully, or as 
10 | someone mentioned earlier, in harmony with nature here 
EE in Old Crow. You won't find very many place like this 
12) left in this world, and we happen to be one of the lucky 
13 | ones. So let's get together and fight to keep it this 
14) way. 
15) THE COMMISSIOWER: Well, thank 
1a you very much. That's a very fine statement. I'd like 
17 | that marked as an exhibit. 
18 | (STATEMENT OF MRS, ALICE FROST MARKED EXUIBIT 
= c-91) 
20 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
2 | THE COMMISSIONER: I'd like 
fe to see that when you've marked that. 
23 | 
sa | MRS. DOLLY JOSIE, sworn: 
25 | THE INTERPRETER: First of 
26 all, Judge Berger, I would like to say a few words but 
27 | before that I would like to thank you for your visit, 
28 | and also your staff to come to this people of Old Crow 
si | and to listen to what they have to say or what they 
30 | have to tell you. 
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1 I haven't got very much to 
2 | say but just a few words that I want tolet you know. 
7 When you went out amongst the 
4| Crow Flat people in their hunting camps you seen for 
‘ yourself how they go about making their daving out of 
6 the land they are living on. She says that last night 
4] Mrs. Bertha Allen spoke to you. Well, we were raised 
3 together by the same old man, but since she has grown 
5 | up she has moved onto Northwest territory, therefore 
194 it's not often that I see her around here. 
Li} She says now I'm going to 
12) Say a few words about the pipeline, I don't feel 
13 | it's right that they should have the pipeline come 
14 into our -- this part of our land. She says this 
15 | Spring I was up to the Rat Flats, Crow polacs jeanne iL 
| was with my children, and during the time that they 
17 | were up there hunting they have a lot of fun doing what 
13 | they were able to do, go out hunting. 
19 She says that when Mrs. 
20 | Bertha Allen was talking, she told us this is about 
on) | the only time that we have a chance to put in our 
Po words, if we don't want this pipeline to come into our 
23| land. Now since this spring when I was out on the 
24 | Crow Flats I've been thinking, and I also thought what 
| 
25 | would my grand-dad say if it was in his time that this 
as talk of pipeline was the way it is now? He would have 
th said lots because we don't want to see the pipeline 
| come through because it will really damage all what 
29 | we enjoy doing today. 
\ 





30 || That Ss avout all. that. lL would 







aes aprons suo anew voy ail + dey mea oa: ae a ae 
audanadiie epoca snc a yy he wore, 
= aude op elt wod, ower 

a a eLL ae A ROA SR 
texslbn: ne conse . oy y a‘  etloga npliA etitz0d eat 
note abd ate | soute juret y bes at aise edd yd sxarlsapos 
siotsted? (yros dws! aesuvisxon 300: bevon ead ede qu 
Sted Seon tos cl as asso son e'st 

os eaioR m'I won eyse of2@ 
feast st*nob TI onilegig ent suods eBbxOw wot 8 Yse 
emon siuilegiq exit eve bivnode yods tedt tdpia a'tt 
vids eyse of2 bask goo to J1#q eidt -~ ago osnt 
It Dre adel® word adel +851 ely oF qu enw i patzge 
yedd tadt eats odd poisub bas .aaxbLiro yn dgiw esw 
ssiiw parob myt To Jol s eved yeas paisaud erent qu eiew 
.pnicaud gwo op ,ob oF side siew yous 

ont agsiw sia ayse one beak 

syeds 2h etdy ev blog oe ,padsie? esw aelfA sriited 
we 1 conse 2 sved ow gads omy ytno ord» 
yo cani gion od on heap aids t06W 2' nob ew t% ,ebaow 
ads mo su0 Bbw v3 angrive piinae wins gonte wok .brel 







| gary aiyoodgoude T vas \padawddd geod ov'T gaak4 word q 


anid esi sani eka ws ew es eo ‘Saieoninecl biwow 
ever pivew sit Sworn. ek: ot yew odd eam, enitogig to Xie3 
sntleqiq odd 992 oF Jnaw g*mob ew eeusped sto bine 
sesiw ths opameh yitnex vane severed dyuousia emoo 


aYabos patio’ te 
ison 3 at sae gu eee 








ACL WEST REPORTING L.TDs 1568 
BURNABY 2, 8.C. 


Mrsy D. Josie 
Mise KR; ‘Chaxkie 














4) like to tell you, Judge Berger. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 

3 Mrs. Josie. 

4 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

5 

6 MISS RENE CHARLIE, sworn: 

| 

7 | THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, my 

8 | name is Rene Charlie. I am happy you're here to hear 

2 the people of Old Crow speak of their fear against the 
10 pipeline. I do not agree with the pipeline going 
11 through our land. If it does, what will our people 
12 | do to make their living? We have lived off our land 
13 for many years. Most of the people here are unemployed 
14 and depend on the land. This is our land and it should 
1S not be disturbed by building a pipeline. 
16 | Old Crow Flats is important 
1? COyOourspecpléesior hunting. and.trappinger Liters a 
18 beautiful country, as you've seen for yourself this 
19 Spring On yOUr,Visitsoto the flats... IyLike.to iseenour 
29 land claim settlement be before the pipeline. If the ’ 
21 pipeline does go through, I would like to see rules 
22 put down to protect our environment and to give jobs 
23 to all native, people first. Also keep all outsiders 
24 to come into our village. We do not want our people 
25 tq. be disturbed... This. is jal, wand ..-hope you wid 
26 | think of the people of Old Crow when you make the 

27 final decision for the proposed pipeline. 

28 , THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 








very much. WE'1ll keep this statement, if we may, and 


mark this as an exhibit. 
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1 (STATEMENT OF MISS RENE CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT 

: C-92) 

: (WITNESS ASIDE) 

4 

5 MISS jroursE FROST, sworn: 

6 | THE WITNESS: I,Louise Frost, 

7 have been-a resident cf Old Crow for the past 21 years, 

8 would not like to see the pipeline go through Old 

3 Crow for certain reasons. : 
10 1 can See OUr country being | 
1d destroyed and my people pushed on reservations, and 
12 | the white men taking over as they please. We are very 
13 mega here living off the land, free from pollution | 
14 and fast-moving development. If we wanted to have our 
15) country changed, we would have done so and not worry 
a2 about it. The pipeline is only the beginning of 

1?) all this. If it ever does come through there will be 
18 | a time come when other companies will want to join 
19 in on this. Any major development that has taken : 
| Dlacewin the north nes been of a rapid nature. Their | 
21 only purpose of coming here is extract the non- 
22 | renewable resources, not to the benefit of northerners | 
23 but of the Northern Canadians, Southern Canadians and 
| Americans. To really bring the whole picture into 
a focus you can describe it as the rape of the northland, 
26 | to satisfy the greed and the needs of southern consum~ 
27 ers, and when development of this nature happens it 
— only destroys, it does not leave any permanent jobs 
29 for the people who make the north their home. 





—— The whole process does not 
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leave very much for us to be proud of, and along with 
their equipment and technology they also impose on the 
northern people their white culture and all its value, 
systems which leaves nothing to the people who have 
been living off the land for thousands of years. 50 
to put it bluntly, the process,ofj the white man is 
destroying the Indian ways of life. 

If there is any development 
takes place in Northern Canada it should be a Sone 
led development and move according to the wishes and | 
guidance of the native people. Thank you. : 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. We'll keep your statement i feo eh abet, us 
have it and mark it as an exhibit. 

(STATEMENT OF MISS IQOUISE FROST MARKED EXHIBIT 
C-9 3) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MISS HERTA RICHTER, Sworn: 

MR. VEALE: I understand that 
your name is Miss Herta Richter and you are a regis- 
tered nurse and a public health nurse. You have been 
in Old Crow for 24 years and you previously worked in 
the communities of Fort Good Hope, Fort Liardpesort 
Resolution, and in Yellowknife. Perhaps you could 
just give the judge some of the initial impressions 


that you have of Old Crow. 


A Whemew Lurstecame,.to 


Old Crow I noticed that in some ways it was very much 


like some of the other small communities in which I 
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Miss H. Richter 


have worked. I have also worked in several places in 
Alberta, in Southern Alberta and in Northern Alberta, 
and some of the basic problems are very much the same. 
But then there are also other things that are unique 
to each area. 

Beforesl agosany further, I 
think I would just like to mention something that Aes 
have talked about that perhaps you might not realize 
just how important it is, and this is a little advertigs- 


| 
ing for nutrition. You have heard the women mention the 
berry-picking, how important it is to their lives, | 


and that is very true because as you know, fresh fruit 
and vegetables are very expensive here and although 
the store tries, we really do not get enough. So there- 
fore the berries are very important and people have 
told me in other areas also that when the berry crop 
was poor there was much more disease, more skinedis- 
eases, more colds among the children than the summers 
where the berry-picking was good. So I hope you | 
understand why we keep saying so much about ther ber 
ries. Otherwise people may thing, "Well, why fuss | 
about a berry patch?" 
I notice in the "Social | 
Guide Lines," on page 25, guide-line No. 6, that 
any certificate issued will be strictly conditioned | 
in respect of the protection of the rights of northern 
residents, and I hope that also includes those of us 
who are working up here and although we may seem 
Greeiene ; we really are a permanent part of the Bort 


Further down the page, guide- 


| 
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LST 25 


line No. 7: 
"To give priority to a higher standard of 


living and equality of opportunity for 


northerners by means compatible with their 
own preferences and aspirations. In addi- : 
tion, they seek to ieee eee social 
and economical consequences associated with 
rapid large-scale development." 
I would like us to keep these things in mind as they 
refer to us here. 

Q Herta, would you tell 
the judge what you foresee will happen if a large- 
scale deve lopment like a pipeline takes place near 
Old Crow? 

A Usually in a community 
we have our own ways of doing things, and there is a 
certain social distance between us and strangers who | 
come here. Now persons who try to cross this social | 
barrier too soon or who intrude on our privacy without | 
regard to our private feelings may cause a great deal : 
of stress and tension, and we find the pressure poco 
too great. You have heard people say how hard the 


| 


life used to be. In a way it was hard, but yet they 





could with physical effort overcome these hardships. 


| 

| 
But when we find stress put 
upon us that we can't control by physical means, then | 
our frustrations become too great and we may turn to 
other forms of relieving our stress such as forms of 


violence, forms of aggression, alcohol, drugs, and 


| 
! 
ald thetnesie of 14. td | 
| 
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ee er awe Miss H. Richter 
7 During the past few years there 
2 have been a great many studies done here. Some of them 
3 have been rather interesting. They have tried to find | 
4 out Foie Rese affects us, and what people have BREN 
5 with their privae lives in times past. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: What was 
7] that first thing you said, the darkness? 
8 A There was a study done | 
9 | on the affects of darkness on people, how we react to | 
qa the long winter. Unfortunately, we never heard the 
| end of the study or what the result was. | 
Ly | Q Welle di tike to find | 
13 | Out about that study. Mr. Wick of my staff is here; | 
a we'll see what he can do about discovering what 
15 | happened to it. Anyway, Carry on. Sorry to have 
16 | interrupted you. 
17 | A That. s fine.) . My main 
cell reason for mentioning this -- 
| Q It must have had some | 
20 | affect on the person who did it. | 
21 A -- well, as a side | 
22 reliarkemMost Of Us don't teeluthat the darkness ‘as the | 
=) darkness itself bothers us too much. We become used | 
24 | to it. It does have some inconveniences, though, Like 
Al it's always colder at that time of year and any out- | 
26 | Side work becomes more difficult; but as far as it | 
27 | being dark, that part really -- in some ways it's Pvee 
28 | peaceful and comfortable. | 
: 


Getting back to the surveys. 


Some of the people doing these surveys were very | 
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1 considerate and did their work. They were fine people. 

¢ They gave us information on what they were doing and 

m gave many interesting talks to the people here, so that 

4 in a way it was a form of education. They did this 

) without intruding on the private lives; but then there 

zt have been others who came in here without regard or 

7 consideration for peoples' eeipheee and they behaved 

| as though people here were on exhibition. You realize. 
9 | how you would feel if you were having perhaps a barbecue 
sad in your back yard and I came to your home and I said, 
ad "Well, isn't that interesting? May I photograph you? | 
12) What kind of food is that seco eating? Well, isn't | 
13) that strange, could I have some?" 
cal You can see how this would 

15 | intrude into your private life, and then they would 
ie ask you how you do various things and how you used 
-| to live, and who your relatives were, and just innumer- 
18] able things. All this adds to the stress of the | 
: people, and although they may not realize it, it does | 
| Creace.quite 4 Dit Of conflict, and conflict in such | 
21| a way that they don't know what to do about it. | 
22 | MR: VEALE: You've had some | 
3 | experience with the barges coming down the Mackenzie | 
24 | River, and I wonder if you would tell the judge wout | 
25 | that and how that may apply to Old Crow? | 
26 | A When I worked in Fort | 
od Good Hope and the freight barge would come, naturally 
on we would all be happy to see the goods come because it 


meant a lot more food and whatever else -- fuel oil, 


—— different things that we needed, and also a form of 
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7 entertainment in a way. However, it did have its 

2 problems, too, because although some of the captains 

3 were very strict with their men, some of the men would 

4 go up-town and fraternize with the local people and 

5 whatever diseases they might have, they passed them on.) 

6 | So with transients it's always more difficult to con- 

oH trol infectious diseases, and this includes a lot of 

8 them, like measles. We had one casual visitor who 

9 stopped in town briefly, and when they left within a | 
10 | month we had 150 cases of measles. SOs, OlLican Asee : 
1l| what problems of nursing there might be here. But 
1a | also, of course, with transients there is always a | 
13 | greater danger of venereal diseases ang) 2. think, chese | 
141 are perhaps the most dangerous, more dangerous than 
ier any of the other contageous diseases that can be 
16 | carried because in a way it is still unmentionable, 
17 | and people don't like to talk about it. 
18 | When there are strargyers-- 
19 | through town who stop briefly and then pass on, ite is. al 
oa very difficult to trace contacts. It is not only the | 
24 immediate discomfort of a disease like this, but the | 
22 | far-reaching effects. Perhaps the symptoms don't aon 
23 and yet it may cause a lot of further trouble such | 
2A | as sterility and abdominal inflammation and forms Ot | 
25 | arthritis, forms of mental problems. | 
26 | Then also, coming back to : 
27 | our present situation in Fort Liard, the last few | 
eat epidemics we have had have been brought in from out~ i 
sat side. We've had hepititis last year brought in, and | 
30 | we had mumps, all the children got it, and that was | 

————} 
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brought in. So we have a lot of imports and some of 
them it is quite difficult to trace just exactly where 
did they come from’so as to take further action, and 
notify the source so that they could act upon it, too. | 

Q Would you comment on ane 
location of the airport with respect to Old Crow and 
Some of the things that nesulterom that? 

A Do you mean the amount 
of freight that can be brought in, or the nearness? 
Well, you can see from -- I guess they've taken that 
picture out that yau saw before -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it's 
in my mind. 

A You recall the photograph 
and how large the airport is in relation to the town. 
Now there is no room for expansion here. We find it 
hard to accommodate a great number of strangers. We 
tried our best with the group that came now, but a 


few extra came and you can see that it did create a 


| 
little bit of a strain. Now, with any larger group of 


; | 
people, we certainly can't accommodate too many. Well, 


the ones down south may say, "Why don't they build a | 

hotel and more accommodation?" | 
But. diinvyou, Look) closely wt 

the town, where really would you put any more ee 


| 
dation? The land across the airport is mostly a | 


swamp and three lakes, and besides that would take 


mose of our ski territory and we need that skiing for 


the youngsters. 


Another small item that does | 
| 
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come with easy transportation, probably due to this 
good, alrport, is people of a” parasitic’ nature that 
come up here and buy one-way tickets and expect us to 
look after them, and then they expect to have a free 
ride out, and this has happened several times since I 
have been here. 

Q Could’ you teil us about 
any other consequences about the construction camp that 
would be nearby Old Crow if the pipeline came through? 

A As I mentioned before, 
with regard to the social distance that people should 
observe before they become too friendly, we would pro- 
baby find that a great number of strangers would filter 
in, in spite of their employers' desire to perhaps 
keep them away and to put restrictions on their move- 
ment, thare is always a good possibility that they 
will come into town; and with them will come a good 
many of the problems that transients always carry with 
them. I think we have covered most of the problems 
such as diseases and well, alcoholism. That has been 
mentioned several times. 

When T° first arrived nexre 
people were very upset about something, I couldnt | 
quite figure it out; but Sometime several months ago | 
I was thinking about it and it seemed to me that things 
were really quieter than they were when I BETS't arrived, 
and on giving it some thought I thought back to the 2 
survey parties that have been in here during the past 
few years, and some of them, some of the members, I 


believe, .did creace .au.ietla pic of unintentional stress 
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among people, probably due to their crossing that 
Social distance that they should not have crossed. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Carry 
on. 

A People were fighting 
quite a bit when I came, and there seemed to be quite 
a bit of violence; and now that I think back on it, 
tniere still 1s drinking but they are not fighting as 
much, and when they are fighting it's not as bad. 
They are not injuring each other quite as badly. 

It has been quite some time since I've had to go to 
someone's home and check them because of the bruises 


all over their face due to a form of violence and 
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fighting that they tell me, "Well, I didn't do anything 


Cocealiror this “Sort. Of ~action, 

Q You said when you began 
that you first came Old Crow seemed to you like any 
other small communities, isolated communities in the 
north. Were you going to expand on that? I think Mr. 


Veale had a question at that point and you didn't 


complete your thought. Do you remember what you said? 


A i cninkieb was) joing’ tC 


lead up to the main fact of the tension in the town 


| 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 


that was probably caused by reasons that they couldn't | 


understand, by the intrusion of the outside world in 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


too rapid a fashion by too many strangers coming around 


and prying into their private lives. Now when I worked 


in those other small towns, things had not come to thig 


Stage yet. There was no great concern about the expl-|, 


Oration; there was some going on but people took it 
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G. Moses 

1 quite casually and there were strangers in town but 

é some of them did not mix quite as freely. 

| ; MR. VEALE: Last question: 

4 How do you personally feel about Old Crow and the 

3 proposed pipeline development? 

eI ve A Well, I'm glad my depart- 

7 ment didn't restrict my speech here. I'm not sure 

S| what they'll say. I hear there was some criticism in 

9 Northwest Territories. However -- 

10 THE COMMISSIONER: There was 
eal some. 
12 | A ~- considering that Bee 
13] haven't warned me, I'll just go ahead and say that 
14) the pipeline will certainly be a great disaster to this 
15 | area, and I'm not sure if I could tolerate to stay 
*P6 here after it comes. It would be too painful to see 
17 the change in these people and in the surroundings. 
18| Thank you very much. 
19] THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
20 | very much. 
21 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
22 
23 GEORGIE MOSES, sworn: | 
as, THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, my 
| name is Georgie Moses. I live here in Old Crow. I 
>a was born and raisad up here. I make my living off | 
224 the Jana I live on. What 2sewny f don’t want’ the 
288 pipeline to be built at all. The people will change 


their way of living. Today we have a good life. The 


pipeline will spoil everything for the younger 





ee, Bae ee 


boiet bite 409 bio wee ot ton 


tt on, ‘ul Lay hike aac 
ae oe we 7 ee sie af ery > @ Lars ; 
-dusasb yw bofe wt Vite co a nae See 


as a Ty] J , “5 ini o 
ssue jou met .o19t ‘doses via. ah Apes sae 


ai maiottito smoe esw oxeds xed Saath ead suste 
3 ~ tevewoll -agixotixzeT seowilxo% 


fi 12 a weety i 


eew ster stadondeion aur 
-omoe 
yeds tsda vaiusblanoo -- A me 
| Jedd yee bre bsoris op Jane {i'l .om bortsw 2 ‘neved 
atdt og revenehb sssxp 6 od ylatstres Lf iw entlegiq eds 
yase oF oatetefog bivoo I Tk exve jon ax’ T bis .so3s. 
392 o+ igthlise oot ed bluow tI .eemoo $i zstis ered 
aa atta say ai brits otqoed sears mi epasiio eis 
- oun yew voy Anscl? 

“oY Aged? sAaMOTe2IMMOO BHT 


(Ndzea casuTiw) 


7 irrowe © .BMROE x 
ym dep tee" te: leo’ ane be 
T .Woxd: eas wanit evil ri eee een on 
70 palvil iym odem Ll yeter! qu caus: mgs an 
ottt day's ne 'S aoe Bh Sduee’ oa “aie Skt aa Ea 

| senso Iflw b1q64q ott | ait le ella Nata | ei 
“ot e840 Bede 6 ove oe quot seth to Bees 
bs Paroe barb huey How ie ations 


mwa , 














aah Leen mr eT 


RENEW sot REP OR TING Cin 1580 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 














G. Moses 
R, tharilie 

l children that are growing up today. What will we 

y get from the pipeline? Nothing that will help us. 

5 Also it will affect the carib- 

4 ou and many other animals. A compressor station that 

5 | will be built along the line will scare the animals 

6 | away. We won't see as many caribou as today. Suppose 

7 a camp of 800 men is near,Old Crow will be not like | 

3 | today. Some bad people will come to town and give the 
7 young teenagers drink, and that will be bad for the 

10 | parents. 

11] This land once belonged to aay 
12! great, great grandfathers, so why do they want the | 
13 pipeline to be built through our land? So once again | 
1 I wouldlike to say I don't want the pipeline to be 
15 | built. 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
17 | very much, Mr. Moses. Could we keep yur statement 
18! that ‘yow read ,*please? Thank you. 
19 (STATEMENT OF GEORGIE MOSES MARKED EXHIBIT C-94) | 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: That state- 
21| ment of Mr. Moses will be marked as an exhibit and | 
al constitute a part of the permanent record of the | 
| proceedings of the Inquiry. 
24 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
25 | | 
26 | RANDY CHARLIE . sworn: : 
27 | THE WETNESS: Mr. Berger, my 
28 | name is Randy .Chariie, and on behalf of the people 
29 | of Old Crow.I am against the pipeline. I am against 








30 | pipeline because it would damage our land, land, lakes 
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| 
and probably damage and kill most small animals that 
we use, like muskrats, fish, birds, etc. If we have 
a break or bust in-the pipeline, the.gas that's running 


through, it will kill trees and damage the land because 


i 
{ 


I was working on a pipeline down south and we had a 
break, one small little break caused 2 acres -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Where was 
that you were working down south? 

A Rocky Mountain House. 
In Alberta? 
Yes. 8-inch pipe. 
S=inch? | 
Yes, 8-inch pipe. 


And that pipe broke? 


2 GO BY iO 2 moO 


It broke and the gas 
Squirt out and killed about 20 acres of land, big 
trees. Pollution would be another problem. There 
will probably be oil spills and empty drums and leave 
Other source of garbage behind because I work with a 
lot of oil companies and they always do that. It 
always occurs. 


But Judge Berger, you know as) 





much as I do how the native people down south are 
treated due to the pipeline, pushed on reserve. lI | 
myself do not want to see another down south. i mean : 
by this is seeing us. being brushed aside like down south, | 
his sea bla hnaventousay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you very much. We would like to keep your statement | 


and have it marked as an exhibit to constitute part of| 
| 
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the permanent record of the Inquiry. Thank you again. | 
(STATEMENT OF RANDY CHARLIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-95) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
gentlemen, we'll call the meeting together again. 
MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, 
and now 
Herta Richter is back on the stand’ has two points to 
clarify her previous evidence. 


MISS HERTA RICHTER, resumed: 


MR. VEALE: You had a comment 
that 
to make on the surveys and the effect the surveys 
had on the community. Do you want to complete that 
point? 

A In my remark about the 
lack of violence now, although they are drinking as 
much and although thewise some fighting going on, I'm 
not sure whether I mentioned the fact that Canadian 
Wildlife is no longer doing a survey here this year, | 
and also Renewable Resources do not have a survey, 
no personnel in town. 

Now I realize there is an 
archeological camp, but they are quite some distance 
away and the intrusion is not as great. 

Q What effect has that 
had on the tension in the community? | 


A The archeological camp | 


being some distance away has lessened the stress on 
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‘I very. much appreciate the opportunity & being able 


Miss H. Richter 

R. Sharpe 

the camp. If they were right in town it probably would 
be the same as before, and people probably would be 
reacting, and I believe the reason that they would is 
because they are not just sure of the future. The 
stress, when you can do something about it, is much 
less than when you don't really know what the future 
holds for you and what you can do about it. 

Q You were also going to 
make a comment about the number of people that are in 
town this very day with the Berger Inquiry. 

A You can realize that your 
group here today is having an impact on us, and in a 
way this is an example of what a larger group entering 
our community might have upon us. However, the stress_ 
that you are causing us at this moment is only very 
temporary, and you being here and your purpose here 


is. giving. us hope,for the future, and the fact that 


we are able to get up and speak to you and tell you 
what we are thinking is giving us hope, and therefore 
we are relieving our stress in this fashion. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. | 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ROBERT SHARPE, Sworn: 


THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, 


to speak before the Commission and I feel I have some 


points. 


MR. VEALE: +eNhatuse Your 


name? | 
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R. Sharpe 


3 A Oh, ii *myrsorry).w My name 
is Bob Sharpe. I've asked Ron to prompt me because I'm 
not as good at this as many people before me. I am the 
school principal here. I have been for two years and 
will be this coming year. Prior to being the school 
principal here, I was the senior research assistant | 
in the Stager Study, I worked in the community and 
was involved in construct research design in many other 
aspects, and prior to that was a regional planner 
and did an amount of work in developing local govern- 
ment in the Territories. Prior to that I was a school | 
principal in Ross River for three years. That's another 
Yukon community. | 
I. want to make two general 
points, and try to elaborate them, initially starting 
off with specific details and then put forward two 
generalizations for your consideration, because I feel 
they are of quite a bit of importance in the eee 
you make related to the Federal Government's influence! 
over a pipeline, whether a pate cate should be buiit or: 
not, and which route to adopt. 
hd dhikesto tprefaceythese 
comments by saying that I really believe that your 


Commission Report is going to have a significant effect 
on these decisions, and it's in this thought that I | 


and many other people in this town have taken part Ln 


this Commission as we have. 


The Cirstetssue>L want to 


raise is one dealing with economics. Over the last 


couple of years we've had many discussions about the 
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A opportunities that Gas Arctic will bring, should either 
“4 Route "A" or Route "B", the Northern Route or the 
3 route near Old Crow be built. 

















4 Let me give an illustration, 

have 

5 if I may. They/said if their gas line comes near 

6 | Old Crow, "We can provide gas to the community, reduc- . 

7| ing your costs for fuel heating, man hours, and so 

8 forth." 

9 Now, this is only too frequently 
10 the kind of decision you see ingovernment, which on the 
11 surface appears to be a generous and a well-thought-out 
12 economic scheme. But when one makes a closer analysis, 
13 it falls far short of that kind of thing. 

14 | Let me give you an illustrat- 
15 | ion of this point, from my view as a school principal, 
16 and working in the Old Crow School with the people in 

L? | Old Crow. Currently we're a wood-burner . I'm sure 
ad you must have noticed that as you walked by town, it's 
A Geer ycoul tecoemisspss0lcotds sitting out inthe lot. 

20 That supplies jobs to five men. Those men are main- 
21 tenance crew, custodians, wood-stockers, builders, 

22 contractors, teachers, they do many things in the 

23 community. Should gas be brought into this community 
24 it would become a marginal decision as to whether 

il or not we should stay with wood or go into gas, and if, 
26 | this school went to gas it would mean four men out on 
an) jobs. It would mean one man as a custodian in the 

ae strictest sense of the word, that means Cleaning the 

2 floors ,Tthrs8®typeroflestutt.VPThisis: only .a very’ small 
ae part of the kinds of tasks these men now perform. | 
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R. Sharpe 


These four men all support large families. It would 
mean a loss to the community of about -- I'm not sure 
whate it) isije$35 a cord at 150 cords a year, that much 
to local people. It's a seasonal kind of job. There 
are men who want and take advantage of it. 

Right now we're just about on 
par with fuel oil. By my calculations I think we're 
beating the cost of fuel oil barged in or flown in. 
Should gas come,with the promises of Arctic Gas, much 
cheaper prices and so forth, this would mean those 
Opportunities would go by the board. 

Now, not only would that 
happen but this school is, in my view, a community 
school, it belongs to the people in town. The service 
personnel coming from outside, such as myself, support . 
the community and work with the community. This is 
partly because of the fact that most of the people that 
work in the school are local people. A step that 


removes those people from the school is clearly a 


step towards making this “government school. A step 
towards a government school is another step towards 
fostering the kinds of difficulties we've heard about, 
education in communities,time and again. 

Now, this explicit example 


leads me to the generalization I'd hoped to make, or 


‘I want to make. The generalization is this. The 
major economic developments profit the major 
economic centres. They have, first an inflationary, 


then a recessionary effect upon small isolated centres. 


It has the effect of really depressing the community | 
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R. Sharpe 
1 economically after a boom in prices. 
2 1Jmwake, tontry ito illustrate 
3 these points. | 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Before you 
3 doMthatyea- 
6 | A Mes < 
| 
‘| Q -- forgne me, but you 
8 said that you've been principal here for two years? 
>| A Yes. 
10 Q Two years. Before that 
iBAR you were senior research assistant to the -- 
12 A Stager study. 
a | Q me eobage ni Studywe- 
14) A Yes. 
15 Q a= in. Old Crow; and be- 
16 | fore that you said you were a town planner -- 
17 | A Community regional 
18 planner. 
sl | Q -- community regional 
20 | planner somewhere in the Yukon. 
21) A Well, EH didsmy-34- i was 





doing individual research on local government and 





233 during those two years I was doing my Masters in 
24 the Community Regional Planning. There was a period 
25 | of about ten months in which I worked in the Territory 
26 | on a thesis which was on local government. 
onl Q Which was what? 
28 | A A thesis on local 
29 government. 
| Q Oh, I see, so your . 
| 
| 
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R. Sharpe 


training, your’ academic training, forgive me for 
asking, was in community planning, was it? 

A My academic training, 
first in engineering, then in recreation, then in 
education.  It"s sort of a mixed up affair. Then 
it most recently was in community and regional planning. 

Q Imseew -Well,**canry Cr. 
Forgive me for interrupting. 

A Please do, because Ron 
knows that I am sort of talking off the top of my 
head and I would. appreciate any kind of interjection. 

MR.» VEALE: You were going ‘to | 
develop an example of the inflationary and recessionary 
effects and I believe you were going to talk about the 
aLryport. 

A Let me get to that ina 
MEMiGe LEG idariy Ror. “adorn t want’ to Miss’ that ‘becauge 
it is another illustration of the thing. 

i Moire Coe Tust sort’ of 
Support this major proposition, this major concept 
with three or four other articles. A description by, | 
DeEnInNK rear Phillip Mathias, wrote a book called 
“Forced Growth" in which he describes a number of 
Dree programs which were essentially attempts to pour 
money into regional -- economically regionaily despair | 
areas, and he documents these disasters and points to 
the almost impossible task’ OL trying to pour’ money “or 
essentially equalize these disparities. What happens 
in a sense whenever these big projects go on -- and 


the pipeline is not just a big project but a colossal 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. R. Sharpe 
| one -- whenever these go on the net effect is deflation- 
A aryin the region or recessionary in the region in 
3 | which they are supposed to really provide the benefit. 
4 They are a dis-benefit as opposed to a benefit in both 
5 the shore runwand the Jong run. 

6 | This is pretty well documented 

a | in Dr. Douglas Webber's Ph.D. thesis in Berkley. He 

g worked in the Peace River Regional District for a 

9 couple of years in Alberta, and Dree poured money into 
ta the Peace River District in an attempt to try to gener- 
ij | ate activity in the small communities. The net effect 
ot of this was that it didn't generate activity in the | 
13] smaller communities, it forced the prices up in small- 
14| er communities, it meant that local persons in small 

15 | communities had less spending power than before, but 
16 | the people who really profited were those in Peace 

17 | River. He initially started this out as an essential 
18 place theory development, and found that these jaoaeenes 
19 | just weren't working, they weren't panning out. 
20 Now, he documents this and 
it generalizes this case, and I think the finding in his | 
a2 dissertation are really worth consideration because : 
29 they point to what's happening and I think what will | 
24 || well happen with the development of a major pipeline. 

25 | Let me give you a couple of 

6 | Other illustrations of well-intended decisions. Some 
27 | of this was privy information and I don't think that 
28 | I'm disclosing anything -- well, I certainly feel I'm 
29 | not disclosing anything that should not be disclosed. 

30 | Ron asked a question about the airport. When I was 
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working on the Stager Study I had access to a number 
that related to 

of files! the development and building of this air- 

WOIL. 

Firse. of ‘all ,.'as a school 
principal I'll state categorically, I object to the 
fact that our property post and our playground is 
staked out there on the gravel of the air strip. 
Now,mind you, there's a ditch between that. None of 
this has been cleared in terms of property and land 
use. This school ground was allocated and set aside 
by Treasury Board Minute for use of the school -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: The Treasury 


Board of Canada? 


A Yes, and it has never 
been changed. 

Q The airport's been built : 

A Without any permission. 


The surveyors came out last year because of Same disputes 
we had, and they put the pegs out there, in | 
the gravel where the playground ends. You know, | 
that's an aside from the airport issue in general. 
What has happened -- this 
has been documented by a number of people already -- 
people asked for a small airstrip here as an emergency | 
faci irty. In this town, according. to the emergency 
armstripy Orsnorthnemualrer1 ip program, it*s a Class 
"D" category which was Twin Otter or in a crunch, 
DC=3 landing. I think it’s 3,500 feet or something 


OF™“that sort gravel strip. 
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Now, I'm not sure of the 
mechanics and I don't want to be cynical about them, 
decisions were made to build a bigger airport. Private 
decisions were clearly done because it's local employ- 
ment. We can bring these cats up and train men to do 
the job and we can provide a local source of income. 

I don't know what influence quite a bit of development 
had, the significant oil development in the Porcupine 
drainage area and the Crow Flats area had -- 

Q You mean the seismic? 

A -- the seismic works, 
and the discussions and this was just the initial dis-| 
cussions of the pipeline when the decision was made 
because it was a pretty snap decision, when the 
decision was made to re-classify this from an "D" 
Striputo 7a iC “strip: Well, it was classified from 
Se CUMSTY TD, COs cD Lote? Dae 

Q Your just usaid. == 

A mee ECO aaa Cs 
which is an up-graded strip, I think it's 4,500 feet, 
I'm not exactly sure I have it offhand. 0O.K., what 
happened is you got an expansion to the airstrip. The 
Territorial Government and M.O.T. worked out an agree- 
ment in working and training and local employment and | 
what in effect happened was well, you know we are | 
pretty isolated, a beacon would be appreciated -- 

Q A beacon? 

A A beacon. Then for 
some reason or other and without real knowledge of 


how, the issue snowballed and they had initially 
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agreed upon a "C" class strip, and they end up 
building a strip which if you count past the end of 
the lights it's over 6,000 Teet. . Chink 1c Ss" 5,000 


feet between the end lights It's an "A" strip except 


it's not -- it doesn't have tarmac and we don't have 
a very fancy -- my apologies to Ethel Frost and 
Stephen Frost -- we don't have a very fancy control 


tower even though they might consider their office 
looks like one at times. We have ended up with an- 
"A" strip which has,and as. has been qoutes d by | 
Many people, really had the effect of creating quite 
a few disturbances. From the town planning point of 
view it's certainly restricted the development of Hie 
housing. From the point of view of people using the 
COUNTEY » 1 S. DEOVIGEd avbatrier. 

I've been actively involved 
in skiing for a couple of years and it certainly 
has bisected that program in both a symbolic way and 
rea natural way. 

In relation to these kinds 
of issues and the general point -- the general concept. 
about how major economic development such as a pipeline 
benefit -- well, they benefit Toronto, Montreal, 
the southern triangle and provide dis-benefits to this: 
region, I'd like to pose a few questions to Gas Arctic, 

Gas Arctic has spent quite | 
abit Ob GLLOrt, time ana money on trying to Ligure 
out ways in which to minimize environmental damages. 


I have seen only marginal attempts and they are 


represented by the example I gave you of piping gas 
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into communities, at overcoming some of the economic 
dis-benefits. The case I would like to make is that 
-- and maybe I can use the Commission as an illustra- 
tion for this -- you'll be glad to know that since 

your arrival the price (of Sandwiches has almost 
doubled, you know, and if this is only 30 people 

I'd hate to think that extrapolated 800 people, because 
that means these sandwiches are going to cost over 

$15. That's too much for me, I'm afraid. 

On Ke The questions that I'd} 
like to pose to Gas Arctic are essentially these: | 
What does Gas Arctic intend to do tooffset both : 
Specific and general economic dis-benefits that would 
occur in this region? Now these are not as clearly 
documented through a testing situation as say, for 
example, disturbance experience and caribou migration. 
But they are documented in an academic sense, and I 
think they tend to be validated after the fact and 
by that time the commitment's been made and the money 'g 
been by the boards. The question I have -- the money 's 
gone by the boards -- the question I have for Arctic | 
Gas is what do they do to tend to offset these things? 

The second question, are they | 
willing to guarantee for a period which extends beyond | 
the life of the pipeline things like constant rate | 

freight into this community? I would like to suggest 
that this could apply to all the communities that are 
going to be affected by this pipeline if the pipeline 
is built. Are they willing to guarantee and subsidize 


-- becausesI would claim the profit they're making in 
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and the building of it 
the south allows them! obliges them this respon- 


Sibility, are they willing to guarantee us an equitable 


price on our food and on our goods that we buy in the 


community? Equitable say with Whitehorse or probably 


Edmonton. 


I would argue that just as 
the price of sandwiches have gone up, the price of 
Many goods go up with this kind of use, and I think 
Gas Arctic has a very clear responsibility to partici- 
pate in equalizing these kind of things if the pipeline 
goes through. 

Now, I sort of separated 
economic. fromsocial issues, and I really shouldn't noe 
done that because in fact they are inseparable, and I 
know in academic scenes they're separated primarily 
for convenience. But I'd like to get on with a wider 
range of issues that I'd likelto tadkilaboutycand: i'd 
like to spend a minute talking again as a person who 
works in the school with many people -- I should pro- | 
bably preface this comment by saying a school principal 
can work in many different ways and I'm glad to see | 
the new education ordinance has made it the respon- 
sibility of the School Committee to accept or reject 
the ‘school principabarl pdon'tt knowsif’this is much of 
a guard against the kind of thing that Father Mouchet 
talked about, and I really concur with what Father 
Mouchet says, that both the sensitivity of people in 
this community and the influence of people in the 


service sector are open to clash, and it's a sensitive 


kind of issue. 
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: I'd like to talk a bit about 
« the bEHool programs and describe some of the things that 
3 have gone on eineda Quite a few things have already 
been described, and describe the format in which I 
=) sort of feel I've been given a mandate by the commun- 
o | ity to administer the school. You know, we're a small 
7 | place and it's not a real formal kind of thing, when a guy 
8 has an idea he just talks about it with somebody and 
9 we have it out, you talk about it and you sort of air | 
‘ issues and work things out that way. | 
ci There are many local programs | 
sey in the school. People have asked -- not only the 
13 School Committee, but the School Committee really 
14 | represents because they talk with tremendous numbers 
15 | of people about this -- the whole town, I think, and 
16 they said, "Our children want or we want our children 
17 | to have the academic option-open to them, so if they 
18 wanted, they could go on through university or 
ot whatever; but we don't want this at the cost of losing, 
50 Sur tbufte, four, culture, our skills, our tradicrons, ne 
21 language." 
22 So.what we've done in this 
23 school is said, "O.K., I mean that's not an impossible 
24 | kind of an arrangement by any means of the imagination," 
| We cGeal with those basic 
260 skills that are required to obtain the academic's 
| course? ahdsinsteadeoteusingathes-— or transposing the 
ae music curriculum, the art curriculum, there's dozens of 
29 | examples because our schools are not really as hard- 
30 | core as maype suggested, we replaced all of those 
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programs with local programs. So I'm inclined to Seely 
-- this almost sounds like tooting your own horn, I 
guess -- but I'm inclined to feel we have a very good 
school here, and it's not really that, I'm tooting the 
horn of the community because they are the people who 
made it that way. 

ive children, © think, get a 
pretty firm academic training, and I know very well eHee 
they get a good bcal training. 

Let me describe some of the | 
local programs. Charlie Peter Charlie talked a bit 
about the program he teaches, and my regret is that I 
can't go to every one of Charlie"s classes, and I'm 
Sure everyone Of the kids feel this. In fact I wish I 
could get the same kind of attention and interest in 
the academic programs as Charlie gets in his, or 
Alfred gets in his, or Abraham in the ones he was 
teaching, or Lazarus in the ones he taught in the 
Spring =the fall, 1 Should say, or any of the ed 
who teach from town. 

Charlie teaches a course in | 


the written language of Loucheux, and teaches how to 





write his language. He does so, as he described, 
writing on the board, and he also does so by relating 
he uses | 
many of these words’ by telling stories, and what Charlip 
does is relates the oral history of the people of Old | 
Crow and it's an immensely rich set of traditions, 
stories and history that I certainly can't convey. 


You know, it becomes an emotional kind of thing and 


I am’ sure’ that I speak for not only myself but all the 
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students that sit there and listen. I know for a fact 
I. do, because they say, "Let's,get over this stuff 
and hear another story, Charlie," you know. This is 
the most frequent comment. It's a very important 
element to the school program. | 
To balance that part of the | 
language program off, Charlie was fortunate enough to 
be able to get to a linguistic course ipebori.Cwuken 
last year and came back with some suggestions, some 
advice with the assistance of John Miterall, so we | 
| 
sort of revamped the program a little bit and Elizabeth 
Kaye teaches oral Loucheux Monday, Wednesday, and Pri- | 
day afternoons, and she teaches,small.groups of chil- 
dren and it's an exceptionally good program, I would 
think, and it's my estimate that many of the children 
have lost much of their language. Many still speak 
Loucheux well. It's my guess that in a couple of 
years every child could go to a community meeting and 
understand without a translator. Whether or not they | 
will speak is another issue altogether because ity s | 
very difficult for a person to rise and present a Being: 
Alfred Charlie teaches two | 


courses in the school. He teaches one related to 


archeology, using what you see at the museum, describ- | 





ing the history -- now l should probably say and I'm 
sure that many of the people working in the archeology |! 
program would really reinforce this, | 
archeology in many southern museums tends to be separa 
ted from the people living today in many other centres, 


! 


That's not the case in Old Crow, in my opinion. It's | 


i 
i] 


Nees | 
| ee Ft 
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7 part of a living, listory.and it’s identifiable. I 

2 | don't know if you've had the opportunity to see some 

7 of the old photographs we have. They're not on display, 

4 they're for the museum. The museum is the town museum. 

| It's just staged in the school temporarily until a 

6 | building is acquired for the museum, it's like a Catch-22, 

| 

7 you can't get a museum without artefacts and you can't 

8 | get artifacts without a museum, so we volunteered the 

| school and it's a collection spot. Alfred has used 

sel these articles,and he also teaches a series of skills 
bbl | that boys would acquire were they still living in the ) 
12 | bush with their pene in Johnson Village, Whitestone, : 
13 | or wherever, so that those things -- and I regret I ! 
14 | don't have the key for the case -- things like the lierdok (?) 
15 | and the crooked knife and the awls and those things | 
16 | you see in the display case are made by the children, 
17 and this was initiated to offset a program that Alice 
18 Frost had been doing for a few years, and before her, 
19 | Ellen Bruce. This is a beading and sewing program | 
20 | with the girls. There was something missing in the | 
on boys' program and Alfred started this out. I know he | 
Ze feels,.as do I and do all the boys, that it's been a | 
23 tremendous success. It's fit in beautifully and | 
24 corresponds exactly with the regular shop programs they 
25 | have in the south. Does it make a difference whether 
26 | the square holes you make in a piece of board goes | 
pay | into a book end or goes into a sleigh? I would argue : 
28 it. doesn't; The. skill, yvyoulre; teaching) is essentially 
4s) the same. | 
oy I should mention that many : 
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people have been teaching. Abraham Peter taught last 
year, and he taught the archeology course. Abraham 
had other commitments this year. Lazarus taught this 


in the fall and just found himself too busy with it. 


He was building sleighs and working on other issues, | 


so Alfred took the job, and all these people have aces 
not commendable jobs == well, you know, who am I to caomend 
really, you know they're doing the jobs that they 
really see Receeeaty to do in their community. 
Stephen has shown kids how 


to skin things at times. Pete Lord has taken kids out 


} 


i 


fishing, a fall program where the kids go down and 
learn about nets and all get their hands gummed 

up doing salmon. The museum -- by the way, this 
belongs to the community, it's not mine so 

i°cant submit at for submission, buetI “d Take stoedraw 


your attention to this book, I don't know if you've 
"Athapascans, 


seen it, “Strangers in the North". This for Alfred has been 


really a quide book, in a sense, because Many, many 


of the things in here come from this country and many 


| 


H 
| 


things Mare “still *in"“dse?=°Thé ‘museum; *as Desaid; ts 
part "of "the Living history and is still very much in | 
use in this community. | 

Now, the reason I talked about 
these is to make a general statement which I think is | 
of vital importance. Many people talked about these | 
things before me. All of these attempts, aLi<ot inasel 
programs represent not a reaction to a pipeline, not | 


an attempt to say, "No, we don't want something," but 


they represent a clear view in the minds of the people 
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in Old Crow of what they want for their children and 
where they want their community to go. That represents 
a philosophy of being, a direction,a sense of 
purpose, an identity, and that's what I think the people 
om Old Orb ro oe the fact that they can make so 
explicit the kind of things they want for their children 
in their school, I think is something they can be 
tremendously proud of. 

This brings me to the second 
generalization I wanted to make. This is in relation 
to the pipeline. Many people have talked about it. 
They get to a hearing in Old Crow and speak out in 


favor of the pipeline and many people have given 


arguments as to why they don't want the pipeline near 


here. All people have. It, in my view, stems from 
the fact that this kind of development -- pipeline 
development ~-1s viewed in a symbolic way. It represents 


something. Some guys have said to me, "Well, the 
Mackenzie. iZ00 ineiinuvik iiscaj nice place tovisit buts lees 
| 


wouldn't want one in my town." Yous know ra tst al laugh 


to go in there but the laugh stops short when you start 


lookingtatmthe social dldst 

What the pipeline represents 
is an implantation of all of those southern social 
and environmental ills, and I think the people are 
trulyvconvinced, as am!1, shat atv pipeline were | 
built through this country, that it would alter unrec~ 
ognizably and destroy many of the things that people 
consider and cherish, consider as valuable to themselves 


| 


and cherish. | 
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1 I'd like to try to elaborate 

‘ onicthis avibiis,. hefidl) camy because «I think: thirsids 

3 probably the most crucial issue of all. IWiier epresents! 

4 within the people's mind, I feel -- and I must admit 

5 within my mind as well -- a symbol of many things to 

6 come, that are unpleasant. As I said,people in the 

7 school programsdesignated where they want to go for 

| bheirrchickdvenyecandicthis ven ‘tinckn, reactton sho: the: ques, 

9 | stion of "Do you or don't you want a pipeline?" But 
10) sates: not sa® fredctionwat:tell loa wists) in) cantierpation, of 

| thingseistoycome land whatlitheyiid: like ttoweeyfor their | 
12 | youth. | 
13| When a project becomes | 

| 

| symbolized in this fashion, the building of the project 
sa | does in fact or will in fact fulfill those expectations. 
16 | It's like a self-filling prophesy, but on a society 
i level. Its’ social and environmental ills they cause 
18 will be expected, will be anticipated, and because of 
19 | those things: they will occur. 
20 Lorraine Netroybrought! the . 
21 point out a while earlier, she said, "You know, it's : 
De going to mess up the country. Who's going to bother | 
23 to goout there?" | 
2Ay| THE COMMISSIONER: You said 
25) "It's going to mess up the country"? What did you say then? 
26 | A It's going to mess up : 
27 the country so who's going to bother going out there? | 
ae That's the essence, I believe, anyhow, she said, and | 
“al that's been said by many people. We've heard many | 


30} people say, "Don't tell me the pipeline's not going | 
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1) to break." I mean we've heard these kinds of promises 

2 before. We've heard many people say these kinds of 

3 | things. A sincere conviction, I really feel the people 

4 are sincerely convicted of this and I am inclined to 

5 agree with their conviction.that many of these ills 

6 | will occur, will in fact result in the kinds of alien- 

a ation from the environment that people are regretting 

. and are concerned about. You know, we can have wildlife 
"| biologists tell us that there are only going to be : 
10 marginal effects upon the caribou migration if the | 
| pipeline is built, Well, that's like saying, "The | 
12 | pipeline is not going to break." And for all practical 
13 | purposes ,*fhat pipeline is built it will, from the view- 
14 point of the people in this country, undeniably ruin 
15 | the caribou herd. What value is the herd if it cannot 
16 | be part of the society as it has been in the past? 

17| Lorraine said people aren't 
13| Geing EoLbother -goingsout pusectet' Saitst igoing*toimean 
19 | that people aren't going to bother going out, I think. 
20 So that has to be part of, I think, a. considered 
21 judgment. It's an elemen tjof no small importance. : 
22 Whether or not the environmentalists say something is | 
23 going to happen, whether or not the engineers say some+ 
sin thing is going to happen, if people are sincerely 
25 | convinced and fear that things will happen, then for | 
26 | all practical purposes they may as well happen, because 


27| those will became self-fulfilling prophesies if they're con- — 
| 
| 


28 | vinced the Flats will be ruined, and the decision to 
29 go to the Flats and rat in the springtime becomes a 
30 | decision to say, "What's the sense? It's been ruined." | 








| | 
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R. Sharpe | 
| | 
1 Those are the kinds of costs 
. that I would argue Arctic Gas has not addressed. | 
3 Let mey before Teéget*on with | 
4 the questions I'd like to ask Arctic Gas in relation to 
5 these issues, spend a minute talking about the alterna~ 
a tive routes. I'm inclined to agree with Father | 
7 Mouchet and his general assessment of this report 
8 that John Stager did, and I, probably more than anyone 
9 else, worked closer with him in this issue than 
10 anyone else -- not on the assembling of the report but 
11 on the information collected, and I have an opinion | 
le | survey that was done by the people in town here. | 
13 | Maybe I should explain how this went. I'd like to | 
14 | probably say a word about that map as well because it 
15 | illustrates something very important as well to the 
16 | people of Old Crow. 
1? By the way, if I submit this 
18 as an exhibit, can I get my copy back? It's the only | 
19 one I have. | 
29 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. | 
21 A ivdebine co Just pPOoLnt  4F 
22 out the first three questions. I sat down with about 
23 20 people in Old Crow and we talked about how best | 
24 we could go about surveying the opinions of what 
25 impact the pipeline would have upon the community -- 
26 | opindns, attitudes, values, fears, concerns, whatever 
4 These people -- these were all people from town who | 
a sat down and they discussed the kinds of issues that | 
ao they'd like to have aired. I should preface this | 





re comment by saying this was two years ago or a little | 
| 
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more than two years ago now. 

The first question we asked 
on the opinion survey was: "How do you feel about a 
pipeline coming near Old Crow?" 

The second one was: "How do 
you feel about the coastal route?" 

The third question was: "How 
do you feel about the pipeline at all?" 

You know, I should also pre- 
face the responses that I got by saying this as well, 


that people in Old Crow are quiet-natured people and 
I think that's been borne out at the hearings. Many 


people have very, very strong and very, very,I1'd 
say almost bitter feelings -- no, I wouldn't say 
"bitter", I'd say very strong, intense feelings about 
the way they feel about these issues. 

THE COMMISSIONER: One man 
Said that he didn't wish to say any more because he 


would become angry if he spoke further. 


A That's a fine illustration 


Of athe point Ivm trying, to, makée,ois*that. peoples dont 
like to speak in harsh words. They, donit) like "to 
cause bad friends, and I can respect that as part 

of the living in the community. SO tiadwind 1 ie hthis 
questionnaire, "Give a range of, " this is pretty 
typical of many questionnaires, "Strongly in favor, 
in favor, indifferent, against, strongly opposed." 
When a person put down "strongly opposed", then it 
really carries a much stronger stress than the same 


kind of questionnaire done in a southern urban 


| 
\ 


| 
| 
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environment would carry. 

Well, in the first response 
about their feelings about a pipeline near Old Crow, 
there's no question about that. It was clearly consoli- 


dated over in the "Definitely not" category. About 


90-95% of the people -- one person didn't care and 
three said, "O.K." Nobody said, "Very good". 24 said 
"No," and 45 said "Definitely: not." These were the 


adults in town. These were done, by the way, by people 
in town, by most of the people, 10 or 12 people who 
have spoken over the last three days to you. 


We asked how they felt about 


a coastal route. Four said "Very good". 30 said 

in aca $94 soadid-,w4'iDonmtycare.s pall. Said, piINOw. 4 

said i"Definitely snot.. Now if you read that question 
independently, it sounds, WolL, wuewesneweecan gO 


the coastal route." 

LEnyou Look at,.the.last 
question about how do you feel about a pipeline at 
ald. weno for tvenyegood:” nul4efor.t0.K." p14 for 
inonhttaaren' th27 solNe, baandnksn, "Definitely Hobs 
which is a scheme in other directions saying, "Wwe 
don't want a pipeline at all." 

What you're essentially asking 
is an issue that cannot be compromised on. tice vke : 
Htal'mrteyang tolphinkeot ana analogy, 5- like being | 
partly pregnant, you can't be partly pregnant, either 
you are or you're not. Welle 40k tive! bike "Are 
we going to get partly damaged by this pipe lane.or 


not?" We don't get partly damaged by Pte Comes 
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: this bwaywEt scqding jto «ruin sthings jand,,that'is the view 
2 people have. If it goes the other way, then will there 
} be minimal damage? But when you ask the last HA ee eae e 
4 | you say, "Would you like to have this happen to the 

s| guys in McPherson?" Nobody wants to cause bad friends. 
6 | A lot of people are related across those lines. That 
7 alternative isn't palatable at all either. It has a 

8 | bad taste about it, not as bad as having the taste of 

S | having your own future destroyed but it's clearly not 
10 : a very pleasant taste as well. It's like the second of 
aad bad choices, you know, the lesser of two evils. | 
12) Osk epetnenguesétions, 1 have to 
13 | ask Arctic Gas in relation to this category are those 

| 

14] related to their willingness to bear part of the 

15 | social costs. Now, how do you bear part. of the social | 
16 | costs of a condition which may place upon people 

17 | utterly devasting kinds of conditions, which people 
- themselves view as devastating. They iose issues ey 
Lo | are in soft language, things like identity which, you | 
20 know, count for so much. Our systems of social 
pO" accounting in the south have never been able to weigh 
22,| these issues out, and they always shrug their shoulderg. 
2 What costs -- and this is a question I could direct | 
24 | to Arctic Gas -- what part of the costs are they will-. 
25 | ing to bear? I've seen nothing said by them about 

26 this. I don't think there are any costs you can bear | 
27 | for breakdown of families for -- let me make an Cae tae 
28 | here, if I may. 

29 || Lime When I lived in Ross River 

30 | Venas dusaigyul Wasecherschoolypxrincipal.there az. it | 
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1 was before the development of Anvil Mines, which is 

=| a large mine which opened about 40 miles from the 

3 | community -- 30-35 air miles from the community. I 

; was there before the mine was open, during the con- 

3 Struction phase, and after the mine was in operation. 
| If what happened in that case is any representation 

7 | of what would happen in Old Crow, well, I wouldn't 

S| like to see it. We have very many tragic memories 

9 from the events that happened as a direct result of 

Ph that mine opening, many brutal things happening that 
Ed) I was personally involved with that I really wouldn't 
re wish upon any community, and certainly not upon Old 
13) Crow. 
14 | There are certain kinds of 
15 | costs that I think the government will be expected to 
ust bear which I feel Gas Arctic should clearly bear. If 
_ there are -- and these are only real weak sisters to 
18 leaving the condition undisturbed, leaving the commun-_ 
19 | ity as it is, I think they should bear the costs of 
20 | any increase in social costs that may occur. I think | 
21 they should be confronted with the issue of -- you | 
22 see, i don't know how to phrase this effectively or ! 
23 put it in nuts and bolts but there are certain kinds of 
o4 | social costs. Some cannot be equated in dollars, Ces 
25, impossible. Some can be equated in dollars. Those | 
26) Arctic Gas should very clearly be responsible for, tal 
27 I'd like to know in the question -- this is a round- 
28 about way of asking -- whether they are willing to be | 
23 accountable for those, be held accountable for those? | 
30'f There are other costs which cannot be put into dollar | 
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form. Some may be educational I don't know, because 
if it represents what happened to Ross River, then I 
don't know however you bear those costs. How does a 
person bear the cost of a marital breakdown? You 
know, I don't know how you do this. 

I think clearly a decision 
can be made and this can apply, I feel, to all of the 
Mackenzie communities. I feel that Arctic Gas should 
be held accountable for those kinds of decisions, and 
for not only sharing but supporting those costs. The 
places that profit, as Il said earlier, are Toronto and 
the eastern triangle, really. The places that in the | 
long run gain the dis-benefits ict ete, MOuiy leek. 

Tile cavesyoumanothen a tlic 
tration, if I can. There's been some discussion of 
employment opportunities. Anvil Mine was given sort 
of a free ticket to do what they wanted, this was 
during the early phase of the northern development 
Bdoint There were no hearings about Anvil Mines. There 
was some initial contractual agreement: between the | 
Federal Government and the Anvil Mining Corporation 
to employ so many native people from the district. 
You know, I don't know if there's one guy working, 
I know there was a guy working a while ago from Ross 
River in the mne but I'll give you an iilustration, of 
the’ kandoofejobrhergots First of all, the contract 
was to employ first of all in the first year of opera- — 
tion 20%, then another 25%, then 30%, then 40% of the 
men were supposed to be employed from the local 


population. First of all, there wasn't that many men 





: asa 50748 20 408 heh dal hetatttay a 
& a299b woh  ,2ade05 eacdt 189d soy xevewod word 3006 i 
oY  SawobAsexd’ Le3kam 8, to Pe pene 
vis | or a ob WOK Sail a 

noizioed 6 yizselp Aol I) oe ay) See oe 
eit to, Ife oF ,Lse% T ategs. oy ion bas ebem ad, a 
bivords es) oisoxs gedt Lest a 29k? inveuno otsnexosl 
bas . anos aiveb 20. abalN ae0sd+ x02 eldstasooos bled od 
ajT .eteoo seodt paitzogque sud palxsde yiao som 10% 
oie OFGO10T sis ,asilise bise 1 es ,tliorq gedd eeoslg 
gi3 af jsdj eeoslg od’ .yliser ,olpasixzd nuetese siz 
-Anidd I ,ftzon ef ef etitened-elb af? misp aux parol 

~avili wrisoge voy evip [L'I 

io noieesonbb smo need e'ezed? smo I 2b ynoiasxd 
‘7202 mevip dew enim LivaA .easitinutioggo anemyolqme 
enw eiis , bedqsw yous tsiw o6 of texoia estt 5 20 
aremgoLloveb mredtion ods to sesigq ylxse eft paitub 
stent .s9niM LivdA sveds epnixsed on Siew sredT ,tood 
edi neswted tmemeotes Leutpsitsaoo Isistini emoe. anw 
HOLIStOGTOD puinimM LivadA edd bas SARL istebet 
Tossa ke otis mort sigoeg ovisen YEH O08 yoigne oF 
a Retoltow yop ong a ‘esol ti woot 2’ nob. 2. wont LOY | 

2208 MOX? ope oiidw s ; eaistxow wes eaw onerts wort Z 
to folssiseytlt cs HOY evip LL't sud erin ant ai tovis 
tostjneo eft ,lis to gesit sop ed dot 30 Baia ond 
“Biego 10 isey Jett} odd aot {fs to jexii yolqme ot eaw 
edd to G0b neds #06 aodt y#2S tortons wedt ,#0S mois 
_ Aspet edt moxt beyolgme ed ot hezogque exew mem | 
__ Mom Ynem 2049 4'neew exeds Lis 2098311 ,noltslugoq 








- >) & 7 1 =o 7 _ 7 ET A reary | 


ALLWEST REPORTING L.-TD. 1609 


BURNABY 2, B.C. R. Sharpe 

1 in the job market, in the market, you know, that were 

2 employable. Secondly, even if all those men who were 

3 employable, you know, were there, they were almost none that 


4 were interested in this kind of thing. All you had to do 














5 was have one or two guys come back with the kind of 

6 | thing that Roger Allen said today, and I'll give yeu 

7 an illustration. 

8 Jimmie Atkinson got a job 

2 at Anvil Mines. His job was standing on the -- beside 
10 the coal conveyor belt scraping his hand across the 

Be thing about every 30 seconds, lifting off the chunks of 
2 metal that the electra magnet was picking up out of 

53 the coal. He stuck it out much longer than I would, 

14 I think he worked a month and a half at it, and then 

is after coughing up black mucous all the time, he started 
16 to realize it just wasn't much good for him and he wan- 
17 PegeLO gets Out rotethe scene. 

18 George, Miller;),L'imenot sure 

19 if he has testified before the Commission or not, worked 
20 in McPherson for a while, was asked to look into the i 
a1 issue of why more people from Ross River didn't work 

22 in this setting,and there is a report on this, and I'm 

23 not sure if it's a privy report with Indian Affairs, 

24 and he said that, the essence of the report, he said, | 
25 "People just aren't interested in this kind of thing. | 
26 You're not offering a sensible alternative." | 
27 You know, I can't see first of 
28 | all the people getting many jobs with the pipeline. I 

23 can't see anything but economic dis-benefits and social 


30 dis-benefits. No, maybe I've stated the case too | 
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strongly because clearly there will be some marginal 











geographic place names, Federal Government Departments," 


2) benefit but in the long run, I think, those are 
3 certainly outweighed by dis-benefits. 
4 Is that the chop-off sign? 
MR. VEALE: No, not the chop- 
o off sign. 
"i THE COMMISSIONER: No, carry 
8 on, Mr. Sharpe. Don't feel that anyone is pressing 
9 you. 
19 | A The mind will only take 
| what the seat bears, and I'm afraid I'm just about 
12| worn out at this end. Do you have a question, Ron? 
13| 
mp MR. VEALE: Yes,I was just 
15 going to direct you toward the Stager Report and poss- 
16 | ibly the map, you were going to make some comments on 
17 | those. 
18 A Oh yes, thanks. 
19 Charlie described the map and | 
20 the map is an exhibit now, and I wanted to say one : 
21 thing about the way the map was drawn up. It was an 
a initial thought of the group that were doing the ane, 
23 that there has been a collapse in the knowledge of 
24 | the country. So what we did, we asked for the older | 
- people representing that we ask people who knew differ+ 
26 | ent areas of the country, and then we asked people | 
od to say, "O.K., you sit down with us and go through 
2°) it and draw a map," and we said, "O.K., we'll -- is 
a there a map name to the place, geographic branches, 
30 

| 
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i. “Slraupe 

1 I'm not sure what it is anyhow, have placed on the 

2 map, and we said, "What's your own name FOoRuL ta. 

3 We sat down with the four 

4 Older people listed there -- I should qualify 

5 "older" because there are a few guys who aren't so 

6 old, I could include Neil in that but I'm sure that 

7 Charlie Peter and Pete will get me for this later on, 

8 but people who had lived in the country and trapped 

9 extensively. . They identified -- and this is quoted _ 
10 in the map -- a tremendous number of those places, I : 
11 think, and you know they could have gone on at great : 
le length but we'd asked for major or places of signi- | 
13 ficance that they thought were of significance. Then | 
14 quite independently on a blank sheet we asked for 
15 younger people to do this, the same family groups, lI 
16 | think, and we had thought that the four younger people 
1? would know considerably less, and well, we were Cui ce 
18 shocked. The four younger people knew essentially 
19 the same places. There was some difference, you know ,| 
20 but 95% of the places were the same, or 90% of the | 
21 places, something of that sort. But abaut 5% of | 
22 the places they sketched were different places, or | 
23}. different places of importance than the older people. | 
a The implication from this 
25 | was very clearly that people in Old Crow have not | 
26 | given up their interests in land, that all these yours 
27 people whether they'd been there or not -- and many | 
28 | have been there -- are very familiar with the country. 
29 This speaks of the commitment again, the commitment the | 
30 people have to the land and their real sincere pneere 
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in the land. You know, it's not a response to a 
question, "Do you want a pipeline?" It's clearly 
something that happened, has been happening within 
the process of the community for some time. 

MR. VEALE: Did you want to 
elaborate on the Stager Report at all? 

A Well, you know, I think 
Father's comment by saying it was a good catalogue, 
it's a fair representation. What it really failed to do 
is make some anticipated projections. I had sort of 
hoped to, in some generalized way, fill in some 
directions I think the report should have gone. Now 
mind you, you know, the opportunity of listening to 
people the last couple of years has filled in a great 
deal that was missed and has provided a substance the 
report didn't really have, in terms of anticipating 
and in terms of representing those things that Father 
talked about when he talked about sort of the charac- 
ter in the role of a family, the cohesion of a family, 


how that works in a community, the basic rules that 


people abide by here. It didn't talk about those 
issues. 

Maybe I could go on with 
another aside. People in this community have what I 


would consider quite an exceptional form of government. 





I mayjbe getting myself into Dutch, not with the commun— 
ity in this case but with the Department of Local 
Government, but I'll run the risk. 

Decisions are made. I had 


the opportunity to read through about 25 years of 
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Minutes of the Band Meetings, and it was very interest- 
ing the way decisions were made here. Almost all the 
decisions are consensus decisions. Everybody agrees. 
Tha’s not baviie there's not debate, discussion, but 
generally if there's a debate or discussion the ques- 
tion is not called and people talk about it a while 
longer until everybody agrees on something and they 
go ahead and do it. In my view, and it still 5 a 
process that's in operation, I think to this day, in 
my view it's unique. It represents community govern- 
ment where everyone in some way or another has a say | 
in what goes on in the process of governing the commun- 
ity's affairs. The Department of Local Government a | 
little while ago wanted to discuss the possibility of 
instituting an L.1.D., which is a local improvement 
district which is a three-body elected member -- this 
is what I'd written a thesis on a while ago, object- 
ing to this kind of one form of government for commun=— 
ities that were so different -- and there was some | 
discussion about establishing an L.I.D. in Old Crow : 
and the people here rejected it.on the grounds that 
they had a functioning form of government as it was now. 
But it's these kind of -- again it's aCatch-22 thing | 
-- if you participate in an L.I.D., and this is so | 
much the case for Old Crow as it is for any other | 
community -- if you participate in the L.I.D. then : 
you're promised great things, like you're promised 
opportunities to supply your community services, you're 
provided -- you know, I'll give you an example. I | 


think in Teslin, it's another community in the 
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1 Territory, the cost of servicing the community went : 

2 from about $2,000 a yar to $25,000 a year when it | 

3 became an L.I.D. | 

4 So there are some distinct 

3 disadvantages. There is pressure to change, constant 

6 | pressure outside, constant pressure from the communities 

7 to change the character of the school, whatever; but | 

8 I'm inclined to feel that people here are quite | 

9 strong on this issue, the School Committee is strong | 
10 on this issue, so you know, we're able to stay within | 
11 the framework we described. | 
12 MR. VEALE: You also have | 
13 some articles there, stories that were comments on | 
14 | the pipeline that were written by children in the 
15 school. 

| 

16 A Well, you know, any 
1? teacher, I think, takes advantage of topical things, 
18 and I asked the students in my classroom -- and I'd 
- like tO ynderscore the fact that I didn't prompt one | 
Ae way or another, and there's no prompting necessary in | 
ae this case. I asked all students to -- | 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, had _ 
ae it been necessary, it wouldn't have been forthcoming. | 
Ae A That's exactly the : 
se | case. I asked all the students to write an essay on | 
how they felt about the pipeline, and this was part | 
ae of an English exercise and I just spent a while | 
oe thumbing through the books a! while ago finding these, | 
a and here are some. This was written by Margaret Lord, | 
a and again an objection. There was consensus on 


| 
| | 
| the issue about not having a pipeline. | 
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"I wouldn't want the pipeline 
to come through because it affects the animals we eat, 
and if pipe ever bust, it would spoil the animals' 
food and water, and also spoil our water. It would 
Spoil all the rats because that's what the people 
make their living on in the spring. They use the fur 
for money. It would spoil all around our country and 
the people wouldn't like it if it did bust. The son 
of a family would probably say he's going to his own 
dad's place, and his dad would like him to because he 
is born in the country, and he would like his son to 
be raised up like him. The same with the mother, 

She will probably want the same with her daughter. 
It would also spoil the fish in the water when all 
the gas gets into the water if the pipeline ever 
bust. And if a match was lit, there would be an 
explosion, a very big forest fire. They are afraid 
to put it across rivers because somebody might shoot 
a bulle@ithrough it." 
To Womtureadson tO’ KOne iki. , 

that's another thing altogether. 

"They are afraid to put the pipeline across 

the river because somebody might shoot a 

bullet through it. Re also might affect 


the people's feelings because some might 


want it and some might not want it to go through. If !: 


busts the gas will get mixed up with every- 
thing around our land. The food and the water 
will not taste like it was, or even if we 


killed an animal to eat, it wtill won't 
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taste the same because the animals probably 
drank the gas, or ate something that the gas 
soaked through. People do not want it to 

go through, maybe because they were raised up 
on the land and they don't want nobody to 
touch it because they want their children 

to be raised up, and then their children, and 
so on. They probably want the old days to go 
on and on. But it will never go on because 
liguor is brought into this world now nowa- 
days. They wouldn't want their food or water 
to spoil just because of the pipeline. They 
also wouldn't want their land to burn down 


if it ever burst. The gas would come flowing 


VEL | 


down the creeks and streams and down the rivers 


end all, goon it would be in the towns" rivers. 


People would be so mad, they might shoot a hole 


through the pipe. They would break Leeup iby. 


their -- 


SOrry-. 


"They were brought up by their great grandfathers | 


and their grandmothers long ago and they 
wouldn't want the white man to take their 
land away from them now." 
You know, I am not reading the grammar corrections 
that I made in the article. I'm trying to leave it 
intact so -- this is William Josie's. 
"The pipeline. If the pipeline break it 
could kill everything around it like the 


plants, animals and people. The pipeline 
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might or might not spoil the town people 
coming from work and drinking families 
might split, children with no Peta ae 
be leaving town. If they put the pipeline 
into the lake they could drain the lake. 
They take the moss from the sides of the 
lake out and the pipeline lay there for 
five years, they will drain the lake. The 
gas could poison the water and kill the 
fish.» They don't want_it,on.the river 
because people might shoot it, and if they 
puteiteunder, the cold gas couldwiroze: the 
ground and the ground would freeze the 
bottom of the river, it would freezeon 
the top and it would just be freeze," 
SOrLry,, 
"it would just freeze and hold the river. 


iim notaany favom of theapipeline:.. 


Ror 4 


I'm not the one who selected 


these, by the way. I just asked forr students in 


my classroom to select what they thought were good 


articles. They've all done these. This is Carl 
Charlie's -- no, hold it a second, this book is 
falling. apart... This is Donna Frost's. 
"Some people don't want the pipeline around 
here and some do want it- Because it will 
spoil Crow Flats in different ways. If the 
pipeline leaks out gas, it may catch fire 
then, or the animals might die off by eating 


the grass and drinking the water because 


| 
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R. Sharpe 
1 maybe the gas from the pipeline goes into 
2 the lakes and drips into the grass, then 
3) the people probably wouldn't get the caribou 
4 Or moose. I wouldn't say 'Yes' if they put a 
3 pipeline in. It would just spoil everything. 
6 It will change people's attitudes because 
7 | they might not get lots of rats." 
8 Carg?Chaed i eile: 
9 "I do not want the pipeline to go through 
10 Crow Flats because it will damage the land 
11 and spill oil on the ground and on the plants 
12 | that arethere. The animals 
13 Wild, eat theyplants, andydieus Lf,.they+blow 
14 up some dynamite in the lakes, it will kill 
15 off all the rats that are there. So they 
16 | take all of the moss from the land and will 
17 melt the permafrost and the lakes will drain 
18 out. And if lightning strikes the pipeline 
19 it will cause an explosion and forest fire. 
20 And if there are ducks on the lakes that 
21 they are Going «Go jbLew up, \ 
22 that's what I said in the sentence, it wasn't clear, 
23 "and the white men want our land if they 
24 spoil it we would not want to go b ack and 
25 | if the pipeline breaks and the gas will spill 
26 | and if the wind blows this way, it will come 
27 down, it might poison the people and will 
28 | also spoil the land." 
29 


Do. you, want me to carry on? There are two more, a 





=| few more. 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on, 

“ would you? These are Opinionsthat are just as worth 

3 hearing as those of thet eeoole who have spoken. 

4 A This is Eileen Kaye's. 

5 "I don't want the pipeline around the Crow Flats 

6 area because we don't want to go hungry. Some 

7| people go out to Crow Flats in the springtime 

8 for rats and caribou. If they put the pipeline | 
9 around Crow Flats area, some people wouldn't | 
10 like it, but some people might like it. But | 
11 the old people want it around Crow Flats area | 
12 because they don't want to go hungry. But if | 
13 they put it up, people eee eats even get | 
14 fish around Porcupine River. If they put the 

15 pipeline up, all the animals will go away,then 

16 we wouldn't hae anything to eat but canned stuff. 
17 The old people don't like the canned stuff. 

18 The old people live on caribou, moose, fish | 
19 for a long time. Everybody is against the | 
20 pipeline. They will spoil our country. When | 
21 we were small children we used to go out to | 
22 Crow Flats with our parents, we learn lots | 
23 from them. We learn setting traps. If the | 
24 pipeline bursts then the wind comes it will poison 
25 | this town. Long ago one man chase all the white 
26, men out of this country. Since that time they | 
27 never came back." | 
28 This has reference to Corporal Perkin, the Crow Flats | 
29 trapper. 

aks This as Richard Charlie's. 
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R. Sharpe 


"I don't want the pipeline to come through 
Crow Flats because if the pipe leaks the gas 
will go onto the ground and spoil all the 
plants. If the grass grows with the gas in it 
and if there are any kinds of animals eat 

it, it, any Kinds of animals eat the grass 
they will die. When they are putting the 
pipeline through Crow Flats, they will move 
some of the moss away from the lakes and after 
about a year all the frozen ground will thaw 
out and the ground.go down.- It will make a 
big ditch and all the water in the lakes would 
drain until the lake is dry. When the pipe 
leak gas, it will, poison the creek.water. 

When the creek water gets to Crow River, it 
will spoil the water and all the fish will 
start to die off. After the pipeline goes 
through the people might change their minds 
about going to Crow Flats because the price 

of stuff might go up. If they buy food and 
went to Crow Elats, they might not- get enough 
rats to pay their bill. They might also want 
to leave Old Crow." 

This is Danny Kassie's. 

"The pipeline could affect the hunting and 
trapping grounds if the pipeline goes through 
our country, the caribou won't come near it. We 
need our country for trapping and hunting. 

If the pipe goes through here the pipe might 


break and the gas might run all over the moss 
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unfortunate that I can't because it deals with | 
| 


t and go into the water, and the fish will die 

é off. We get muskrats from Crow Flats. We go ) 

3 out there and learn to set our traps. After | 

4) we get muskrats we feel happy. If they cut 

> the trail for the pipeline, there will be lots 

a of machines around and even when the pipeline 

‘| comes through, there will still be lots of 

8 machines. People will come and spoil our 

9 country. Long ago a man chased the white man | 
10 6ut6f this MEotintrys Since *thvs; there were | 
11 no white men trapping. If the oil spill on | 
12 | the ground, grass will grow through the oil, | 
13) it's good to take the moss away, then the lakes | 
14 would cave in. When we were small we used 
15 to go to Crow Flats with our mother, and since 
16 then we learned from them. The old people here 
Ky now say that they used to live on fish and 
18 caribou, there was no grub; but now they have | 
19 grub and they do some trapping for money, and | 
20 that's how they earn their living. If the | 
Zi oil spilled on the ground it might catch on | 
a¢ fire and spoil the forests. I am against the | 
oe pipeline, and I don't want it to go through our | 
= country. Married people might divorce and do | 
aa drinking." | 
26 
27 I'd like to make reference | 
af to a study that was pointed out to me by Dr: Hawthorne, at 
29 U.B.C. and I'm afraid I can't cite the study and it's | 
30 | 
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R. Sharpe | 
i alcoholism. He wrote a paper some years ago, a few 
2 years ago, and saying, "There's nothing much you can 
3 do about alcoholism in small communities." He said, 
4 "It's a problem, in small Indian communities, it's a problem, 
5 it is endemic to small communities," and he got a 
6 | response to the Director of National Alcoholics Founda- 
| 
| tionhercsomething oftithat” sort, a»public letter, I 
a believe. | 
That pointed out two experi- | 
10 ments that had been -- one experiment that had been | 
LD: | Carried on in two communities in Scandanavia. One ee 
12] an isolated community in which there was almost total 
a prohibition, partly because of its isolation and partly 
i | because of legislation. The other was in a Danish 
15 | community which was very open. Liquor was easily acces- 
16 sible and quite inexpensive; and what they looked at 
1? over a period of, I believe, 22 years, were alcohol 
18 | related diseases and death. That is to say nothing 
19 of social ills and whatever else you have. There was | 
29 a tenfold difference between the two communities. | 
a) Roughly the equivalent size and roughly -- well, in : 
ae relation to alcohol, quite different temperament -- | 
23 roughly a similar temperament. The implication he drew | 
24 from that study and that the director of the person 
25 | who sent it to him is that it's very easy to -- it's 
26, not very easy, it's an issue of some contention -- but | 
27 the implication of one method of managing alcoholism 
28 is to make alcohol more difficult to come by. This | 
29 is another one of these hidden kinds of things that | 


30 comes through, should alcohol or should a pipeline come 
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1 into this country you can rest assured that those ! 

2 kinds of pipelines to alcohol. will be opened up and 

3 will become much more accessible. 

4 Thatdssonlywpart ofthe 

=) question, though, because the other part of the | 
| question deals with the deterioration of the fabric 

7| of the community. Father Mouchet and Herta Richter 

J touched on this briefly, I think, wher they talked 

9 | about some of the kinds of difficulties which occur | 
10 and what happens when the fabric of the community is | 
11| disrupted... Well, if you take a person's identity or | 
12 | sufficiently raise questions about a person's identity | 
13 then I think you leave the way open to these kinds of 
14 | issues , and at the same time provide the pipeline 
15 for the liquor to come in. 
16 I'd like to thank you very 
1? much for the opportunity of speaking to you, Judge 
18 Berger. Thank you very much. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you : 
29 very much, Mr. Sharpe. I can assure you that the : 
21 questions that you wanted to be put to Arctic Gas willl 
22 be considered by the Inquiry. Many of the questions that 
29 you wanted put to Arctic Gas are essentially the main | 
od issues the Inquiry itself is considering, so you Can 
ia rest assured that those questions will be inetcne minds | 
26, of all of us. I hope that before we leave that you ! 
ey will speak to Mr. Wyck , who is on my staff, about the 
Be report by Matthews, I think it was, the Ph.D. thesis | 
29 


by Webber, the Ross River Report, and the article by 


20] Dr. Hawthorne. At any rate, I'm sure Mr. Wyck will 
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Mrs. M. Thomas 


speak to you about those matters, and let me thank 
you again,Mr. Sharpe. 


(OPINION SURVEY MARKED EXHIBIT C-96) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MR. VEALE: Well, we're prepar-| 


ed to barrel on and complete it this evening, judge. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly. 


MRS. MARY THOMAS, Sworn: 

MR. VEALE: This is Mary 
Thomas. 

THE INTERPRETER: Well, she 
says 1 haven't got very much to say because -- but I 
just wanted to tell you of what has gone in the past. 


She says people hére didn't have an easy time all the 


time. They went through hard times many times in their 


lives. They try to make their living off the land and 


I've seen times when there wasn't much food, and that's 
how bad it was many times in the past. 

This happened to be quite a 
while ago. I wasn't very big at that time, but Start 
I remember that people had very hard times many times. 
There's lots of times hard to get things to eat, and 
many times she remember that people lose their dogs 


because of no food. Many times during this time she 


remember people have hard time to get something to eat, 


and people -- the men are always go out SC ey sc Oude 


something but they never seemed to get anything at all. 


Many times they work very, 
very hard and after it warms up, that's the only time 
that they begin to get something, but there are so 


many people that it takes a long time before they get 
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into shape again. When they had hard times like this, 
she says they cover up a lot of country. They go 

way down some place in Alaska, trying to get something 
to live on. She says one time -- well, many times 
when they had nothing to live on, they wander around 
in far-off country to get what they could live on, and 
that's the way they survived. After they would get 
all what they need, they generally wandered back to 
this spot here, in the Old Crow area, and that is how 
the people are always here living off the country, 

in this Old Crow area. 

She says she hasn't got very | 
much to say and she can't stand talking too long, but 
the main thing I want you to know, she said, I don't 
want this pipeline. She said all my life I have been 
Very #poore Ll was an orphan; and later’ on-after being 
married, now I am a widow, and I never had an easy 
life. Because of the government help nowadays I 


am old, that's the only way that I am making a living 


now. 

She says she hear a lot of | 
talk about this pipeline but she says I really don’t | 
like even to hear about it. That's how much I don't | 
want the pipeline. Maybe I'm the only one like that. | 
She says there is no rabbits nowadays, and no ptarmigan, 
and all this make it harder for people in this area. | 


Mrat's all I have to say, 


Judge Berger. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


| 
very much, Mrs. Thomas, thank you. | 
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1 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

2 

3 ‘ MISS MARY BUCKLEY, sworn: 

4 THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, I 

5 am Mary Buckley, one of the teachers in Old Crow, and 

6 | I'd like to read a statement, please. 

7| The people of Old Crow have 

8 told you how much they do not want the pipeline to 
9 come through their country. During my four years in | 
10 this community I have found the people very friendly, 
12 kind and gentle. There is a true community spirit 7 
124) here. People work together and help each other. The | 
i: way, Ofidsi feiriis »changing: in) Old Crow; ase-it is all over 
14 | the world; but the people are asking for the right 
15 to decide about some of these changes for themselves, 
16 | and perhaps to slow these changes down to give them some 
Ue 7 | time to adjust. 
18 | The Old Crow people have 
Lo a very deep feeling for their land and their heritage. | 
20 They have told you about it. The old people still : 
20 have a big influence on the younger generation. Their | 
22 history is not being lost. Too many outside forces | 
23 will weaken the bond between old and young. Our west-_ 
24 | ern white culture has already experienced this break- | 
eD y down. Old Crow people are proud people, and they have) 
26 | an identity which should not be weakened or taken away 
v8) from them by external forces. | 
28 | I have learned a great many 
29 things from these people, not only the history that 


30 they have been telling you, but how to share, how to 
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Miss M. Buckley 

Se Lrost 
give, how to be calm, and how to appreciate my 
SULroundangs . 1 sam"pvoud to#be ‘able to Ii vewin “Old 
Crow. I have been teaching the younger children in 


Old Crow. I have also been learning a great deal from 


them. These children are very important to me, to their 


parents, and especially to the community. I can under- 


stand the great concern for their future. They should 


have the opportunity to choose their way of life, whe- 


ther it be a life outside Old Crow or a life on their 
land. 

Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, and would you leave the statement with the 
secretary to be marked as an exhibit? 

A Tews Fl, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

(STATEMENT OF MISS MARY BUCKLEY MARKED EXHIBIT 
C-949) 


(WLTNESS ASIDE) 


STEPHEN FROST, Jr., Sworn. 

THE EWLINGSO® 8 Mrs Berger , 
staff, ladies and gentlemen of Old Crow, as most 
everyone knows, we probably have no choice in saying 
that we don't want the pipeline because they will 
probably put it through anyhow, so it is probably no 
use to say we don't want it. We haveto give reasons 
for not wanting it. That's the most important part. 


If the pipeline goes through 
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1 and they start hiring boys and people from Old Crow, 

p: most boys from this town will think it's just another 

3 ordinary job, if they get hired. They would probably 

7 get bored with this job because they will want to do 

5 things like hunt and fish like they have always been 

6 | doing. There will probably be a lot of prejudice 

7\ between different races in the camp. They will have 

7 very many problems like for instance, after the pipe- 
> line is finished, is built you will find some people | 
| -- some of the people from the camp would just love to. 
11] settle down here in Old Crow after the job's finished | 

i! 
12} and try to live off this what used to be so-called | 
| 

13 | good dandyeand I donits+and.wilid,not.say whether or not 
14| I want this pipeline, because I really think I have no 
is | choice. For me it would be better to see it along the 
le | coastline wheresit, ishope, will not, affect. our 
17 | Civilization and interfere with Old Crow. 
18 Old Crow has been here for 
19 | some time now. The people of Old Crow made use of the | 
20 | land, they try and keep on going and they got a lot oo 
21 good from it they just hope to see it keep on going. 
22 that's. ail 1. have. to say. 
20 My name is Stephen Frost,Juniar. 
24 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
25 | very much, Stephen, and we would like to have your | 
26) statement and mark it as an exhibit to the Inquiry. | 
Toe | (STATEMENT OF STEPHEN FROST MARKED EXHIBIT C-98) 
28 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
V3) : MR. VEALE:..Judge Berger, we | 
30 have a number of statements that have been written out 
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1 by people, some will be present and some not. Is it 
2 | appropriate to read out statements if the person isn't 
‘ present, in any event? 
4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Just 
; pause just a moment while the reporter changes the tape. 
é| We won't get up. All right, we're ready. 
7 | THE INTERPRETER: 
7 "Berger Inquiry. Statement from Tabetha Smith. 
: | Since I was a small child 
10 I was always sick and just lived in a hospital. 
I don't really know exactly how to trap most } 
12] Small animals. I want to talk about the pipeline | 
13| a little. I do not want the pipeline to come 
14 | through. We live off this land and it helps us 
15 | to feed our children that is why they grow 
16 like .theydga,..f they destroy your sland / how 
17 | are we going to live? This is why I don't want 
18| the pipeline, many problems can come our way. 
19 | Crow Flat is a very important place to our 
. people, as Someone Mentioned ‘a bank. Our 
a ancestors looked after the land years ago. 
a2 That is way we are still using it. Now we | 
ese) want to keep it the same way for our children. | 
24 If the land should be spoiled and the animals | 
25 | destroyed, how are our children going to eat?" | 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Doesthat | 
27 complete, Mrs. Smith's statement? 
28 | THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 
a | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Mrs. | 
30 | Smith's statement will be received as an unsworn 
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A. Abel 

1| submission and marked as an exhibit, and will con- 

| stitute a part of the permanent record of the Inquiry. 

3 (STATEM ENT OF MRS. TABITHA SMITH MARKED EXHIBIT 

4) C-99) 

S | MR. VEALE: Is Albert Abel 

a here? 

7 | 

8 | ALBERT ABEL, sworn: 

4 THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, | 
10 my name is Albert Abel. My concern for the pipeline : 
11 is as follows, as for jobs. Other settlements along | 
12 j the route have jobs easily but Old Crow is a small | 
13 | place and has few jobs, and depends on trapping as | 
14 | a livelihood. We depend on hunting and trapping so 
15 | that the pipeline should be put where there is no 
16 | trapping and hunting. Jobs should be given to people 
17 | when pipeline passes. Rivers are used in the summer 
18 for fish. When fall comes, the surrounding mountain | 
19 is hunted for caribou. Then when trapping season | 
20 | begins, the surrounding area is trapped and along the | 
21 head waters of the Porcupine River, also down the river. 
22 When on the traplines when | 
23 there is no food for dogs and trapper, we still have | 
an to go out hunting to try and kill something to eat. 

25 | This has being done even at 50 or 60 below zero. When 

26 | we don't get anything, that's when we have a hard time. 
27 That is why when summer and fall comes, we have to 

28 





try and get enough. All the young kids all know how 
to hunt and trap, and they all enjoy hunting and trap-, 


| 
ping. The older people have pension, but us, we have | 
| 
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1| to live off this land. So before the pipeline comes, 
2 | land deal should be settled because of the damage which 
3 it will be caused by the pipeline. The growth alone | 
4 will take hundreds of years to grow back. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
6 | vyeryomiuem, Mrs Abel for your, statement. Mi. 
7 Abel's statement will be marked as an exhibit and 
8 | constitute a part of the permanent record of the 
9 Inguiry.., Thank you,..Sir. 
10 A Thanks. 
1m (STATEMENT OF ALBERT ABRL MARKED EXHIBIT C-100) 
12 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
13 
14 THE INTERPRETER: There's 
15 Joanne Njootli's. 
16 MRS.JOANNE.. NUOOTLI, Sworn: 
La THE INTERPRETER: First of 
18 all I'd like to say glad to see Judge Berger and 
19 everyone. I've been born somewhere Duthie, Crow lacs; 
20 since I was small, my first father died. Since my 
21 mom raised me those days was very hard times, just 
22 my mother raised me, poor, and Don Cadzow got married 
2] to my mother, Rachel, put her in a nice house , then 
2m | I was raised up good, and then my mother was happy because 
a a trader, Don Cadzowgot her a good place to stay, and : 
oe later on he died. Till way after that my mother 
"| died, all my sister and brother died, just one sister 
28 living with me. I'd like to talk about my husband. | 
29 | Me and my old man didn't stay together abour 25 
30 | years, Thomas Njootli, and he lived in Aklavik a long | 
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Mrs. J. Njootli 


time, been working for R.C.M.P. He passed away this 
spring and me and my kids went over for the funeral. 
I was happy to be there. I sure thank the R.C.M.P. 
and Mr. Holman, for helping. May God be with all, 
always. 

thing 

Another /I'd like to talk 
about Crow Flats, I used to take my kids to Crow Flats 
with dog team and when I got out there I set traps 
right away, and set snares for rabbits. I used to 
work hard for my kids. I sew lots, get Family Allowance 
now.,.They..re.all grown; up..They sure remember the | 
Crow Flats. This spring one of my sonbeen to Crow 
Plats, 2 didnt go, that's how much people depend on 
Crow Flats. While that they mention to put pipeline 
aroundahere, Duseally:.don't. like. its...) wash,gdudge 
Berger help us not to put that pipeline around here. 

We really need the Crow 
River. and: Porcupine) River. If,all. that,spoil,,it's 
going to be hard for all the people. Thanks for read- 
ing my statement from Mrs.Joanne Njootli. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much for your statement. That will be marked as : 
an exhibit and will constitute a part of the permanent | 
record of the Inquiry. 

(STATEMENT OF MRS. JOANNE . NJUOOTLI MARKED EXHIBIT | 
C-101) | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
MR. VEALE: Judge, this is 


a statement from John Joseph Kaye, the son of Chief 


John Joe Kaye. | 
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J.J. Kaye 


JOHN JOSEPH KAYE, Sworn: 

THE WITNESS: Judge Berger, 
my name is John Joseph Kaye, and like the rest of my 
people, I certainly appreciate your coming to Old Crow. 
You come to listen to us and hopefully help us to keep | 
the pipeline out. You have heard many complaints and 
ideas which may affect our beautiful country. You have 
travelled throughout the Crow Flats area, and surrounc- | 
ing country. You have seen and heard the wildlife | 
yourself. There is nothing more enjoyable than just 
hunting, trapping and rishing in this peaceful country 
of Ours. 

No one from the south ever 
thought of building anything big as they built outside, 
now suddenly because they found something valuable, 
they want it over our land, Why is this? We never 
interfere with their life-style. My wife is teaching 
Loucheux to the children. The children are responding 
very nicely, and we are hoping they will keep up trying 
to learn their language. There are other native Eras 
being taught, which were never taught in our schools 
before. These are the type of things us natives are 
doing, not only in Old Crow but surrounding areas. 

Should the pipeline come 
through, I am afraid our children would lose interest 
in what they hae been taught gradually. lier versed | 
Iatiave to- say. Thanks for Tistening: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Kaye. That statement by Mr. Kaye will 


be marked as an exhibit, and constitute a part of the | 
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1 permanent record of this Inquiry. 

2 || (STATEMENT OF JOHN JOSEPH KAYE MARKED EXHIBIT 

3 c- 102) | 

4 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

5 

6 | MRS. LYDIA THOMAS, sworn: 

| THE INTERPRETER: I am Mrs. 

| Lydia Thomas. I have made my living by trapping and 

9 | hunting in my young days, until 1958. Then I moved 
2) to Inuvik to work as a wage-earner, but Lieto summer 
| I always return home to Old Crow to have a quiet rest. 
| As’ much as I would like to live with my people, my 
13 Children come first. As you know, there is not much 
14 jobs here in Old Crow, and I have a son who is a wage- 
is | earner, and he has a job in and out of Inuvik. There- 
16 | fore he needs me near him, and also a daughter who will 
17 | be in High School soon, and I don't want to leave her 
18 in a hostel so I feel that I must help them to get 
19 | on their own, then I want to return home to Old Crow | 
sol and make my living here. | 
21 If a pipeline should be built, 
22 in the prime area for muskrat trapping, I am afraid 
23 that it will ruin our way of life. Old Crowes .one | 
24 of the last Indian villages itself that isnot disturbed 
25 too much, and the people still live mainly on hunting | 
26 and trapping, and we want to continue to live this 
2a quiet way for many more years. 
28 We have survived without 
29 big development, and we can ehidlebive. this lite. . 1 





30 would like to encourage the younger generation to 
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‘marked and will constitute a part of the permanent 


Mrs. L. Thomas LOS 
AseTizyaxr 

try to get as many years of formal education as possible 
Soptheyocancghelp their,yelders who run,our,town, business, 
should our land be settled. Young people have witnessed 


some older educated people express their concern about 


our way of life. Do the same and we'll be proud of 


you for helping us. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. Thank you, and that statement will be 


record of the Inquiry. 
(STATEMENT OF MRS. LYDIA THOMAS MARKED EXHIBIT 
c-103) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


ANDREW TIZYA, Sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: Andrew 
Tizya. I'd like to thank all of you because you come 
to Old Crow. Everybody is glad to see you all happy. 

THWantTtor talk vaboutsorlk | 
company. They didn't ask the people and they made a | 
road iro Old Crow. Later on we found out about the 
road. The people find out sothe Brainstorm bring the stuff, 

Another thing, they spilled | 
gas behind a lake called Ethel Lake. They don't want 
to use the gas so they did that. When they first 
started to work here they don't want to give food to | 
the people, so they cover it with bulldozer. They : 
figure people of Old Crow don't know nothing about 
zt. In Crow Flats, lake called Willow Lake, they 


put dynamite on the lake and they spoiled the fish. 
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1 After that they laugh about it. Right now we're all 

a happy to see you because all your life you people 

3| work for Indians. All my life I live here in Old Crow. 
4 | I tried my best with community. 
: Us people trying to keep this community, but they 

6 | trying to make a law for people. 

7| That's all I'm going to say 

8 | right now. I don't know nothing about long ago. I 

9 really don't want the pipeline around Old Crow area. 
10 From Andrew Tizya. 
Bh THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
2 very much, sir. I appreciate your coming forward, Sey 








13 | your statement will be marked as an exhibit, too. 

at Thank you, again. 

15 | (STATEMENT OF ANDREW TIZYA MARKED EXHIBIT C-104 ) 
16 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

17 | 

18 MISS MARY NETRO, Sworn: 

Lg THE INTERPRETER: Miss Mary | 
20 Netro's statement. I want to say that my parents used 
21 to trap and hunt and fished. I can't remember it but 

ae older people talk about it to us. They used to make | 
23 caribou fence and make fish traps which we no longer 

24 use. We want Crow Flats to be the way it always was, 
25 | untouched by pipeline. Not only for ourselves, but 

26 | future grandchildren , so they can know our way of 

27 | living. Only the people who know the joys of living 

28 out in. the: flats in. the springtime know what it is, 

29 so I wish you people help us so pipeline don't go 


30 through «our; country. 
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J I think it will be bad for 

2 caribou, too. We depend on it so much, so I should 

3 say thank you for coming tovolLdecrowrtophelp meu = 

4 hope we make it. Mary Netro. 

) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

6 very much, Miss Netro. Miss Netro's statement will be 
7 marked as an exhibit and constitute a part of the 

8 permanent record err the Inquiry. 

9 (STATEMENT OF MISS MARY NETRO MARKED EXHIBIT 

10 c= 1085 | 
11 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
12 MR. VEALE: The next state- 
13 


Tfent to be read by Peter Nukon is from Bill Webber, 


| 
a who is the president of the Yukon Association of Non- 
15 \ Status Indians. Mr. Webber was present for two days 
16 of the hearing, but had to leave on Saturday. 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Webber's 
18 statement will be received as an unsworn submission. 
9 THE INTERPRETER: | 
20 "Tt is very clear from the presentations that | 
21 we've heard that the Old Crow people are very 
22 opposed to any industrial development in the | 
23 Old Crow area. The people have told about | 
24 the historical use and value of the land, and 
- also how their very future depends on the 
26 | fish and game, to maintain the type of life | 
7 style Indian people share and enjoy. One 
28 particular statement that Mr. Peter Lord made 
¥é told how the small plane activity in the area 
ay affected the caribou migration. He said one 

| 
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i year when the consulting firm of Renewable 

2 Resources were doing a study, a plane con- 

3 fused and scared the herd of caribou so much 

4 they wouldn't cross the Porcupine River, For 

5 a few days they would approach the river and 

6 | Mew curn pack, Crrcle’ around, Tinally sarter 

fl much confusion they stampede, and within 

8 hours the whole herd had crossed. Normally 

9 the crossing takes a few days, enabling the 14 
10 Crow people to obtain their winter supply 

oat of food, which is the key to their very 
12 | existence. 
13 Another issue of vital 

14 | importance 2 that a~lot-or speakers didn't 

We) point out is the social impact of a large 

16 construction crew working in this area, and 

ere | also the use of the Old Crow airport as a 

18 Main transportation link. A large number 

eS, of transient construction workers would be 

4 bringing things like drugs, alcohol and above 
21) all, communicable disease. At one time all of 
ee the Yukon Indian people lived a unique and self-sufficient 
23 life-style. As one speaker put it, the land 

24 of the Indian people was like a farm to a 

25 | farmer. 

26 | Indian people lived in 

27 harmony with nature. Then come the Klondike gold rush 
28 | bringing in thousands of men and with them 

ZY many disease such as smallpox, which killed 








zm a huge number of our people. Also greed, | 
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1 which was never known to the INdian people. 

2 The aftermath is a living example of what 

3 major influences people can bring, such as 

4 a large number of our people living on wel- 

5 fare. We will no longer be able to depend 

6 | on the land for our existence. Some of the 

7| Speakers are waiting, some of the speakers 

| said “Wait till our land claims are settled 

9 before you build the pipeline.' | 
10 Lé'si very, dGvéficubLt to | 
peal place dollar values on the future of the Old 
12 Crow people. There is talk of many jobs when | 
is ee the pipeline is being built. After construc- | 
14 tion, how many Old Crow people would be 
15} employed on this pipeline? Would their pay 
16| cheques make up for the damage that are done 
17 | to this land and its wildlife? These are 
18 the types of questions we should be asking 
Lig ourselves. 
20 I would like to thank | 
= Mr. Judge Berger for taking the time to listen 
22 to each and everyone on their feelings about | 
23 the pipeline. Thank you." | 
24 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Webber's 
25 | statem ent will be marked as an exhibit and cogs Gbar te 
26 | a permanent part of the record of thas) inquiry . | 
eg) (STATEMENT OF BILL WEBBER MARKED EXHIBIT C-106) | 
28 | 
neg MISS JULIE LORD, sworn: 

30 THE WITNESS: My name is Julie | 
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i Lord,, sage. 17... Judge, Berger, I would like to thank 

Z yourvand your sbtbait. for! coming into: Old Crow. 

3 I for one and other people-- 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 

i) I think we should all try to make sure we can hear what 

6 | this young lady is saying. I'd like to hear, so you 

7| 1JUSt. estart..again, if you don’t mind. We "11. try) to 

8 remain quiet. 

9 A My name is, Jucy Lord, 
10 age 17. Judge Berger, I would like to thank you and 
11] your staff for coming into Old Crow. 

12 | I for one and other few 

i3 thousands of other people is against the pipeline. 

14 If the compressor station eight miles out of Old Crow 
LS if possible could the land freeze between the camp and 
16 | the town be permitted permanently? I would like Old 
17 Crow to be the way it is today because I am young and 
18 I want to enjoy my freedom without fear, without fear 
19 | of outsiders. If the pipeline goes near Porcupine 


or Crow River 





20 River And if anything happens to the pipe, it will 

ea. pollute rivers, creeks, lakes, and otaer surrounding 

ae areas, Living out in the Crow ies sees good TE 
23 If the pipeline comes through the land, it will 

24 probably never be tt same. I love this unspoiled land 
25 of ours, and it's good to know we can always return | 
26 | after our education to a quiet, peaceful small town. : 
27 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

28 | Will you leave the statem @t with us and we'll mark it. 
23 as an exhibit and it will constitute part of the perman- 








30 ent record of this Inquiry. : 
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1 (STATEMENT OF MISS JUDY LORD MARKED EXHIBIT C-107 | 
a (WITNESS ASIDE) 

3 MR. VEALE: Judge Berger, this 
4 is Peter Lord. He's already been sworn and spoken at 

) the Inquiry, and we just have a couple of questions 

6 to ask him. 

7 

8 PETER LORD, resumed: | 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 
10 MR. VEALE: Would you tell the | 
11 judge, Peter, about the problems of short-term employ- | 
le ment in Old Crow? | 
13} A Short-term employment 
14 in Old Crow would affect a certain way for some people 
15 who work in short-term. Take it this Way, LL there was 
16 a job, supposing there was a pipeline going through and 
1? had a job at the pipeline and we understand the job 

18 wouldn't last too long, and the job would be during | 
19 wintertime. This means that some of the people who | 
20 works on the pipeline wouldn't be able to use their 
21 land and come back with a good piece of money in their 

aia pockets, big pay cheque. Young people would like to | 
23 go for good time, and would take off away from Old | 
as Crow, the money wouldn't be spent in Old Crow, and | 
sal they would forget about coming back to their town. | 
26 | Once they come back to town, they would have nothing 

al in their pocket, no money, no job, no more job. This 

28 is the affect they will get. 

29 Now, if they work for a month 
30 


or so, if the job was around in the summer and they 
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Start working and then they work trapping in the 


winter, well this short-time job and trapping doesn't 


go together because I had an experience on that myself. 


I used to work in the summer and figure to go Blaiox to 
my trapline in the winter, but what makes it difficult 
is that if a fellow had a family and work for wages 
in the summer, he doesn't have time to go back and 
put up his wood for his family, and then not enough 
time left to put up winter dog food or fish to eat, 


and meat. No more time left to hunt, and this part he 


has to spend all the rest of his time hunting for meat : 


in the winter to feed his dogs. So this is the effect | 


of short-time job. 
Q Peter, you hunt caribou 


and you've seen the caribou researchers that have been 


around Old Crow. Would you tell the judge about what ’ 


you feel about what they have done? 

A Yes. The Renewable 
Resource was sent up here by Gas Arctic, I believe. 
They work up here from March until the last part of 
October, and they go around the country over the 
Caribou with airplanes and with chopper. Now we found 


out this about the caribou been disturbed by airplane. 


( 
' 


We never heard or never see the caribou run across this| 


land in different direction so many time in one season 
as when the airplane was after them, taking photograph 
from the air. One summer the caribou went back to 
their calving ground and they were migrating through 
this Old Crow region right here close to town. Some 


small bunch of caribou would go through the town right 


| 
| 
| 
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pi below here around airport, and there have been about, 

2 I think that spring they counted about seven to 8,000 

3 caribou been cross right there a little ways above 

4 Caribou Lookout, about 12 mile from here, and about 

5 15 mile down the river. That's how many caribou they 
a counted that summer. 

7 Then that summer the caribou 

8 went back to the coast to their calving ground, and once 
J the caribou start coming back they were making another 
10 | flight down there, one day I went with them and they 
aba spotted this caribou. We flew over this caribou and 
AZ you could see that caribou was disturbed. There were | 
13 | about 45,000 caribou in one herd and all the herd would 
14 | split up by hundred, 300 like that, we would see them 
1s taking off different directions. You could see right 
16 | there that the caribou is disturbed by airplane. 

ANY Then the caribou came back and into this country and 
: Started to cross that mouth of Driftwood, and they 
19 were after it with airplane, they were there with air- : 
20 planes every day, so they came back to town in evening | 
21 and tell us the caribou were this far and caribou was : 
ae there. We know every day where the caribou is moving. | 
28 So they told us the caribou | 
24 | was about -- the first bunch was about four miles, the | 
25 | rest was about 10 to 15 mile back from river. So some | 
26 | of the boys went up-river but there was no caribou : 
27 coming out of the river. There was only one small bunch 
28 | of ten caribou came up the river and that's only one | 
29 boy was )there,.he.got those.ten caribou. ..That 's the ) 
| only caribou herd that ever came up the river. | 
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Then they were on top the 
caribou with airplane... They turn back, they went as 
River 
far as the Bell around the mountain there, and they 
had what they call a simulator, they set up a camp 
there. The caribou turned back from there. They came 
back down lower, down the Driftwood River and went back) 
right across the Crow Flats, right in the middle of 
Crow Flats, went back down to Alaska and crossed the 
Salmon River and downChalandar country. From there they, 
Wwentiuback,. they Start coming back in the fall. Thais 
is in September when the caribou start coming back 
around the head of Crow River. They were still after 
it with airplanesevery day. One day they were coming 
right across the Crow Flat again, the whole herd, there 
was about 130,000 caribou, they claim. 

Well now, this herd split up 
right in the middle of Crow Flat. One herd was travel- 
ling east and west -- east and south. Now the other 
herd come straight towards the Old Crow Mountain | 
was coming straight south, and these caribou that came 
on top of Old Crow Mountain stayed there for almost 
two weeks. They didn't cross, they stayed in mountain 
and the people in Old Crow didn't want to go up, they 
waited till the caribou was going to cross somewhere; 
but this caribou didn't dare cross the river, they 


stayed beyond the first mountain. But they didn’t 


dare kill any more than they have to take down one day. 
Some of them went up with dog team and kill what they | 
could load onto their toboggan, that's all. Plus the 


bear was around and they didn't want to kill any meat 
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i for spoiling. 

3 Now this other herd, around 

3 40,000 caribou, went up around the river, so the 

4 airplane came back and told us this herd of caribou 

5 that went along river was going to hit the river at 

6 mouth of Driftwood again. So some kicker boat went 

7 | up. One of my boys took another boy with him, he 

| left Old Crow, went up the mouth of Driftwood, and 

9 it wasn't my weekend and I wasn't working, so I went 

10 up early in the morning and got to the mouth of Drift- | 
12 wood around ten o'clock in the morning, and these boys > 
1D was still waiting there. So the caribou didn't came | 
13 | out, and they were only about four miles from river 
14 when the report came in that the caribou was going to 
15 | cross there. 
16 | Now I told them that caribou 
17 must have kept going along the river, so just then the 
18 airplane flew around, so I waved them down. They landed 
19 | by me and I asked them where the caribou were, and : 
20 they told me the caribou was about 25 mile up the river, 
ph). that's where they going to cross now. So we all took | 
9) off. We waited there two days before that caribou | 
23 started crossing. When they do start crossing, they | 
24 cross late at night, and believe me, the caribou | 
25 was on the beach there, about 30,000 caribou along eee! 
26 beach before they start crossing. | 
ay Just then the airplane got | 
28 there and chased them all back into the bush. 
29 Now my boys was with me ae EO 
30 the kicker. They thought the caribou was crossing below 
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1 because we was waiting for too long, so we all come 

» back, and they killed a few below. 

3 Now my boys was with me so I 

4 told them, "You go up above! There's a river called 

s Bear River, about three mile from where we was waiting. 
6 | I told them, "Most likely they will cross this side of | 

| Lion eri Ver. SO. VOUuLGG up there. 111 stay here." 

3 So my boy went up with this 

9 other friend of his, and they killed 40 caribou out 

10 of that herd. Next morning—they cross at -naght, 

hi} those caribou. Next morning there was very few Tech 
yO | probably three or four in a bunch crossing but once | 
13 | they cross they don't stop. They really stampede | 
14 ENOUGH —=—awhen going through that river. 
15 Then this,herd of caribou 
1G went as far as head of Minor River and then they tramp 
17 back from there because the herd split up. We figure 
18 when the caribou turned back from there they came back | 
19 across right over here™METEn at open country is, and | 
20 those caribou stayed there for one week. People thought 
Di they were going to cross there, but nothing doing. The 
>» Caribou stayed there. They didn't dare come across 
oe again. They turned back, they went down the head of | 
24 Black River and crossed about 130 mile down the Porcup- 
25 ine River where they call Cannon Village. There was | 
a a few people who came up there to trap, they got a ned 
27 killing out of those bunch; and then that caribou went | 
28 back onto Salmon River. When they hit the Salmon River 





x they get into Yukon Flat, the timbers are very, very 


There is no more mountains, and | 


Sel thick timber there. | 
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1 swamp and timber. They did follow that river and 

¢ start crossing the Porcupine River about 17 mile this 

3 side of Fort Yukon. The Fort Yukon people made a 

4 good killing out of that herd. 

) Once they crossed, they went 
° up along the Black River and there's a little settle- 

| Ment there called Fish-Hook Town. They passed there. 

8 | The people there made a good killing out of them. 

3 Now from there they kept 

10 going, they keep following it with airplane. They found 
sel out these c aribou, went right back the Dempster 
le Highway. That's where the caribou, half of the herd 
13 of caribou, that's how much the caribou was disturbed 
14 travelling this much. They roam the whole country and 
7 the other herd went back down to Alaska, and they 
Leal winter in the high mountams around the head of the 
1? Salmon River. 
18 Now we found out that the 
19 caribou was disturbed by planes. This is why the people 
20 are afraid when the pipeline come, they would be | 
21 disturbed again and probably go somewhere where nobody | 
22 -- take a different route and it probably would be hard 
23 for people in Old Crow to get caribou to eat. The | 
24 | settlement of Old Crow, the residents here would use | 
25 | eight to 900 caribou every year. | 
26 MR. VEALE: Thank you, Peter. 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: How many | 
28 | in a year, Mr. Lord? | 
29 A Erghe ce 900: and that's | 





== nothing waste out of it. | 
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Es Lord 
M. Tizya 
Q That case of disturbance 
by aircraft, how long ago was that? 
A Well, that was only a 
couple of years ago. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I want the 
secretary to make sure that the evidence of Mr. Lord 
on the impact of aircraft and,other activity..on the 
caribou is referred to Commission counsel, Mr. Scott 
and Mr. Ryder, so that it can be the subject of further 
examination and cross-examination in the formal hear- 
ings at Yellowknife. 
MR. VEALE: Thanks, Peter. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr .s Lord, 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
MR. VEALE: This is Moses Tizya, 


judge. 


MOSES TIZYA, Sworn: | 

THE, WITNESS :»Mr.+ Berger, I'm | 
happy to meet you and put in my point of view. | 

First of all, I let you know 
how long I lived here. My parents landed here 1905, 
and I been living here ever since, been here for 70 


years. Then we were there for a while with my 


{ 
{ 


parents, and after that when this town started up we 





trapped from here, trapped in Crow Flats and I'll tell. 
you about trapping from my point of view in the trapline. 
THE COMMISSIONER:Excuse me, | 


I wonder if we could have a little less noise? I want | 


8 
| 
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to hear what’ Mr. Tizya is+sayihng topmey and>ativs 
difficult with so much activity going on. Garry*on. 

A They told me you people 
wanted a story about Herschel Island in the earlier 
days; so I'm going to tell you°a little about it later 
on. 

In Crow Flats it has been talked so 
much 
about this, of course. In early days people lived in 
there, I don't know, nobody know how long. There is 
rat there, there is mink there, there's foxes there, 
and a lot of big games there; but they're not always 
there. Once in a while in my time I see rats there in 
Crow FlatStwo times, and sometimes out trapping there 
-- sometimes there's no fur there, no fox, no mink. 
If“SfursV aren! totheretint one’ place théy travel around 
the country; maybe furs.” there one place, another time 
there would be fur another place. It's just going on 
that way. 

Then we would trap from there | 
up Porcupine River all the way along right up to 
Whitestone. From there we can go up to railroad place | 
that's up there a ways, from there to Driftwood, : 
Diamond Cache, way up around Indian Cache and up Johnson 


Creek, right up to Whitestone. There always used to 


be people trapping in those places. | 
, | 


There is furs up there, mostl 


martin. There's lynx there when they come back, and 


| 


the mink , we don't depend much on mink up there. 
There's just very odd ones; and of course there's beaver 


there in those places,different places 1n those rivers. | 
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M. Tizya 
the 

Then if happen to be pipeline | 
goes through, I understand it coming close to Crow 
Flats and run closer up here somewhere, and it going 
along the side of the Porcupine River all the way up 
and) gozngmto: cross) lots of creeks ,..tivers, Bear 
River, first of all it going to cross Driftwood and 
then there's some other little creeks, and then what 
they call Bear River, and the next one would be Bell 
River. It don't matter which way it run, it's going 
to cross all those creeks all the way up the head of 
Porcupine, all the tributaries of the Poycupine River. 
It's bound to cross quite a few of them. 

| Now if happen to be something 

happen to the pipe, it breaks or something, it's 
bound to flow down the river oil. It's bound to, 

it's going to ruin all the fishes and up that part 

of the country going to ruin the beavers, and Crow 
Flats, if pipe break there it's going to ruin Crow 
Flats. That's the reason we are afraid of pipeline. 
It's going to ruin our water, the water we drink and 
all that sort of thing. 

Then about Herschel Island | 
there's a story about Herschel Island, there used to be| 
I was told by people a story. Of course we never seen 
it. It was around part of 1800 and there used to be 


one time they say 17 ships there, whalers; and this 





is the time they talk about liquor. My father told me 
te was those whiskey what cleaned the Eskimo out 
of that country. They say at night | 


when they stay on the ship they could hear cry all over| 
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M. Tizya 
out on the snow, drunk; and they say it was a miracle 


anyway, the Indians don't take no drink at that time. 
That's what happened in those early days out in Herschel 
tsiana ups to 1901), 1 guess then there was no more of 
that: 

I was wondering whether if 
happened to be pipe break up the river and flow down 
the river, I was wondering if the caribou could swim , 
across in those oil flowing. It's going to do a lot of | 
ruin. Where the pipeline is Supposed to run is close 
to the river, even might float the river. It doesn't 
matter where. It might not break, of course, but still 
if happen to be earthquake around, it's bound to break 
then. There's pretty well no earthquake up here, just — 
arcouchaor st. 

But what might happen you 
never can tell some day. That's the reason we all 
against pipeline. It would ruin our living. We've | 
been living off the country ever since we were all 
born here, off the caribou, moose, fish. Fish is | 
very, very scarce and there's been damage done already | 
in Crow Flat with all those fish they throw explosives | 
in those lakes, and those boys out there working Sierey 
there's a whole lot of dead fish floating from that | 
a as We can prove that since that time this Crow 


: ; ‘ | 
Yiver has not much fish in it no more, after that. 


River : 
Used to be Crow was good fishing, and since that time | 
very, very few fish. You can set net somewhere in win- 


ter time, there are very, very few fish in the fishnets 
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CHIEF JOHN JOE KAYE, resumed: 


A That's all the point of view 
* I can give you on my idea. Thank yau very much for | 
3 coming and I wish you all the good luck when you go 
4 home, wherever you come from. | 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
6 | very much. 
| A Thank you. 
8 | THE COMMISSIONER: The same to 
a VYOu's 
10 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
Bh 
ne HARVEY KASSIE, sworn: 
¥ THE WITNESS: Harvey Kassie. 
, MR. VEALE: How old are you? 
A Eleven years old. O.K., go ahead. 
” A I am against the pipeline. 
My mother's a trapper, she goes out to Crow Flats every 
ie year. I go with her every spring and I would like to 
a do the same thing as her when I grow up. That's why I | 
am against the pipeline. Thank you. | 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
>> very much, Harvey. | 
(APPLAUSE) | 
23 | 
a THE COMMISSIONER: If you’ 11 | 
an leave your statement with us it will be marked as an | 
ae exhibit and constitute part of the permanent record of : 
: this Inquiry. | 
27 | 
aA (STATEMENT OF HARVEY KASSIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-108 ) 
| (WITNESS ASIDE) 
29 | 
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1 THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, 

2 ladies and gentlemen -- 

3 

4 tHe ONTEREREIER? Farst of 

> all he said, Mr. Berger, you have been spending your : 

6 | time three days with us people in Old Crow, and your 

j staff and other people who came to attend this meeting. 

8 He would like to thank every one of you. 

9 He said, Mr. Berger, my name's 
10 the chief. He said both ladies and men and kids have 
iv been spoken to you. He said every person who has put 
L2 in their comments and spoken to you was something they | 
13 would want you to do, and they hope that it will help 
i4 us in the future. 
i® | He also said that the other 
+6} people who make a speech in here, such as school 
i teachers and some other nurse and kids, he said every | 
18 one of my people in Old Crow was not in favor of pipe- 
19 line, and every one of them put in their comments | 
20 against pipeline. Hope that you put in a good report : 
21 for my people in Old Crow. | 
22 After you leave us and later : 
3 on when you bring our message in the House of Commons , | 
24 | he said he would look forward to hear from you, and if | 
25 | they send us a good message back to my people, he | 
26 | said for sure everyone in Old Crow would be happy. | 
H He said, Mr. Berger, with you 
28 | and your staff and other people who came here, hope : 
2S that you all have a safe trip back home. He said you | 
33 | 


got a little present from the Old Crow people, he wanted 
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1 tO Nard at to you, 

py THE WITNESS: Thank you, Mr. 

3 Berger. 

4 (APPLAUSE) | 

5 THE WITNESS: Old Crow people | 

6 | present to you, present too to your wife. 

7! (APPLAUSE) 

: THE WITNESS: Mr. Berger, Old 

e, Crow people present to your son. 
10 (LAUGHTER) 
1 THE WITNESS: Thank you very | 
L2 much. 
13 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
14 you, Chief John Joe Kaye, and the members of the 
L5 | Council and the people of Old Crow for the statements 
16 | that you have made in -the past three days to me, and 
17 | _ thank you for these presents. AS soon as we've adjourn- 
18 ed the meeting tonight I'll open mine, but I think | 
£9 | I'll open my wife's too. : 
20 (LAUGHTER) | 
21 THE? COMMTSSIONER'?” Could I | 
22 thankyou p “Mr o-“Lord, "for theing-“such: a *fine “interpre- | 
23 ter; “and Gould:1 thank Mr. Sittichinci » for being such | 
24 | a fine interpreter FOLeUs, ano ecourar feciiank tai Oe | 
25 | you for your friendship during my visit to Old Crow | 
26 | Flats last month; and for’ the friendship you've exten- | 
i ded to me and my staff and the members of the C.B.C. | 
28 | and the press and the participants in the Inquiry on 
ZY this Visit? "Courd ‘I sav tliat’? bring a lot of people | 

| 





30 with me because this is a public Inquiry, and it is 
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LOSS", 


to enable you people to tell me what you think and to 
enable you to tell the people of the north and the 
people of Canada what you think, and that's why I bring 
all of these people.from,.the C.B.C. and the press with 
me. In fact, now that I've got them all here, they 
don't want to leave. They all like your village very 
much and so do I, but we are going tomorrow to the 
Mackenzie Delta to visit the whalers from Aklavik 
who are out in the delta, and then we're going to 
Yellowknife and then to Fort Liard later in the week 
to hold a community hearing there. 

I have listened to each one of 


: 


you because my job is to listen to each one of you, aa 
to learn from each one of you. I have to hear what | 
all the people in the Mackenzie Valley and the Mackenzie 
Delta and the Northern Yukon think about the pipeline, | 
and then I have to send a report and recommendations 
into the government, and when I am considering what I 
will recommend to the government, I will be thinking 
about. what all of you have said to me over these past 
three days about the land and about your way of life, 
and maybe you could interpret that, Mr. Lord as best 
you can. 


ty think that before. I adjourn | 





the hearing I should just read what you have written 


in this present to David Berger. It says: 





"To David Berger from the Old Crow children. | 
We are glad your father could bring his son 
to our village. Sincerely, 


CHAE) JOHN, sLOB. KAYE. 
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This is to my wife, Mrs. 
Berger: 
"From the Old Crow people. We hope you can | 
come to our vtllage with your husband some 
time. Sincerely, 
"CHIEF JOHN JOE KAYE. ‘'" 
Well, I know she wants to | 


come here some day, too. 





This one is: | 
"To Mr. Justice Berger from the Old Crow | 
people, with sincere thanks for listening | 
and learning about our ways. Best wishes, | 

' CHIEF“ JOHN JOEX KAYE"). " : 
Well, thank you all again, and 
I will adjourn the hearing now. I see that David has | 
arrived. He must have heard that you had a present 
him. : 


| 
(LAUGHTER) | 


So I will adjourn the hearing| 
now and thank you all very much. | 
CHIEF KAYE: Mr. Berger, Il 
want you to open your parcels in front of our people. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I will, 
(LAUGHTER) 
Well, these are beautiful. | 


Well, I expect to be here into next winter, so I'm 


going to need these. They are beautiful, and thank 





you very much; and I'll open my wife's present now -- 


(LAUGHTER) 


Well, these are very nice. | 
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I'll just leave there here on the table and I think 


a lot of you when you leave will probably want to come 


up and look at them. These are very nice. I know my 
wife will appreciate them, and I thank all of you 
on her behalf. 


I'm not going to open my 





son's present, I think he better come and open it 





himself. 
(APPLAUSE) 
MR. BERGER: Oh, that's very 
nice. Thank you. I'd like to thank the people of 
: Old Crow for giving me such beautiful moccasins. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 


you again, and we'll be leaving tomorrow morning, but 





(APPLAUSE) 





(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO JULY 35, 1975) 








we hope to see you again sometime, so thank you again. . 
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5 | ey Go 07S 
y (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
1 THE “COMMIGSIONER: Ladies 
«| and gentlemen, I'11l call our hearing this afternoon: to 
«| Order, 1 am Judge, Berger and I am conducting an 
+4! Iinguiry into the proposal to build a pipeline from the 
,| AYCEI Cy Ocean to Canada. and. the United States. Before 
1 I need go any further, I understand that Mr. Trindal 
te is to act as our interpreter and I'll ask the secretary 
‘eal to swear him in as our interpreter. Would you swear in 
oa Mr. Trindal,who is seated here. 
134 TED TRINDAL: Sworn as 
PNCerpreter 
14 2HE COMMISSIONER: Would vou, 
124 Mr. Trindal, as I go along, interppret what 7 have sara. 
16 Can you interpret what I have said earlier. 
14 You may remain seated if you wish, when you are 
\\ 
ney interpreting, Mr. Trindal. 
-_ I am here because I am 
20 | visiting every community in the Mackenzie District and 
244 the Northern Yukon to find out what the people who live 
22 here inethe north think about the oropcsal to build a 
23 | pipeline up the Mackenzie Valley from the Arctic Ocean 
Hea to Southern Canada and the United Sttes. I am here 
234 today so that you can tell me what you think about it, 
264 so that you can say what you want to say about it. 
27) I have brought some people 
“24 with me today, most of them strangers to you, but some 
28 of them old friends of yours, and there is a reason for 
a that. These ladies sitting here, with the mask, over 
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their mouths are taking down everything that is Sec, 
so that when I have left here, I will be able to read 
and re-read what you have told me so that I will not 
forget it. After we have completed the printing of 
what you have to say today, we will send the book back 
to you that contains what you have said. We will send 
it back to your chief so that you will have it here in 
the village. 

Tsalso brothte the’CBe with’ me. 
These BEe-thetCee broadcasters over here, and they will 
celi= rhe“ peopre& throughouc’ the=horth in’ English and’ in 
the native languages what you think about this proposal 


to'build a’pipeline.© They are™heresso that peeole! in the 


north and throughout Canada will know what you have to 
say. 

There are some other people 
from the newspapers here, they have cameras and notwith- 
standing the presence of thea. ceC.and, the.people with 
cameras, I want you to feel free to tell me what you have 
to say. I want to know what you have to say ahout the | 
Pointed Mountain Pipeline, because you are the only 
people in the MackenzierDistrict,who,have hada pipeline 
built néar your village. dswantyyewmto tell me about 
Cheat pipeline.» I want vyoustogte lly mesdteyouswidl, 
whether any of you were employed in the construction of 
that pipeline and if any of you were, what jobs you were 
doing. Now that the pipeline is in operation, I want you 
to tellume:af anyaof.yvou are wworking on, the. pipeline, 
that,.is if you. have jobs| operating and maintaining it, 


and.if so,.what kind, of.jobs you, are, doing, there: 
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If that pipeline made any impact on the land where 
you hunt and trap and fish, I want VOU. FOmte la. me,about 
that,and of course, I want you to tell me about what vou 
think of the proposal to build a pipeline up the 
Mackenzie Valley. 

SO I.want you to tell me what 
terms and conditions you think should be imposed if a 
pipeline is built. That is what things you think should 
happen *before-it™is built, if®%it’ is’going to be built. 
And I want you to feel free to speak up today, not- 
withstanding that there are these ladies and gentlemen 
of the CBC and the press here, notwithstanding that . aa 
want you to feel free to tell me what is on your minc, 
so that I can tell the government because that is my 
Job, so that I can tell the government what is likely 
to’ happen‘ here’in*the north if the pipeline is built and 
so that I can make my recommendation to the government. 

J am here to listen to what 
you have to say, and I will ask *“your"“thief and the 
menbers* ofyourVeotine1? to6o°speak first of Vali? “Before 
they do, I'll ask the secretary to swear them in. 

CHIEF HARRY DENERON: Sworn 

WILLIAM BETTHAIE JR: Sworn 

JOHNNY KLONDIKE: Sworn 

TLMMY KEONDIKF :° "Sworn 

THE: TSU LET’: ErWwOurd “Like 26 
thank Mr. Justice Berger for being here with us today. 
Weare “really “ready*to-qo™ahead with this hearing, but 
acttally “we *are+not “really *ready- "There's a lot of 


people here who don't really understand the pipeline. 
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They don't really understand the pipeline, but I think 
the people to blame for this whole thing has to be the 
CBC people. I think they dould have provided us with 
the radio programs, television and what not, but this 
we don't have. The only radio station we get up here 
is Fort Nelson radio station, which is broadcast out of 


Fort St. John B.C. I travel quite a bit and I go down 


to Fort Nelson, B.C. and people -- Indian people fror 

Overt eEnere teliime, well) nice of iyou. people ito tal’ 

on the television. It's nice td see you guys. Well, 

we don't know what's going on. We never see these 

people... dont Know what they re talking apoue, Its | 

very Gifficult For us. The communication is very jax , 

it's just terrible up here, especially the mail services 

we get. If we're lucky, we-get it every: two weeks, or 
if we're 

one week/very lucky. So, if we seem very slow in a lot 

Oia vnings, swell itus NOblOUr Stallt readiy.. 1Tt's Jack ice 

communication. 

i WOULG Tikes to wes Lesa 1 ate 
bit on Pointed Mountain area. This is the: big-concern 
forszall the Indian people. So 1 just want to go over a 
few points that <- first this land, this piece of Jand, 
Pointed Mountain, is the land that belongs to the INdian 
PCOPles. Gt, sunot Bevirgiun land. lesa. land ‘that was 
used by Indian people for many, many years. Just 
recently, the oil company moved in -- they put pipfline 
OuUt.OL there, Leis juet like a little city comparing Lt 
Wit OuL Jittlesvilbage an Port. tiard.' They have a real 
nice airstrip, lighted, gravel roads, they can travel 


from camp to camp. That means, when the Indian people 
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Bce Ulises sore Of tiling, Ciey- think, well"they Must oe 
making lots of money. We know this because when we 

ask for a piece of road in Fort Liard, the governrent 
tell us it's going to cost you thousands and thousands 
of dollars to upgrade so many feet of your road in cur 
Village. Well, you look at the Pointed Mountain area, 
the road is very well upgraded or very well put there. 

When the people see this sort 
OF tiing, 1 guess F could say they re*ancry. For the 
Simple reason that samewhere the people “are getting rier 
and richer and the people down below, the Indian people 
around the lake shoreline, down below is getting 
poorer and poorer every day. 

When I say that the Indian 
people are getting poorer, I don't mean money in the 
pocket is going out, losing money, cash money, I mean 
they're losing game and what not. 

When you have this sort of 
activity in your area, the moose, fur animals, they sort 
of disappear, they Start ‘going’ away from this area. 
ALLevou people must "know that: If you "see @ moose 
standing there, if you want to overpass him with a 
plame,, With’ a truck, this moose will "run away; Let's not 
going to go over there and pet him. This is what we mean. 
Wiclr all thrs*activity, the games will vist no Lonaer 
hang around that area, there is just no way. 

We can ask the white people 
tills. SOrt Of problems, but they really don’t care. Ald 
they're interested is in money. 
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7 ante te nim Ihéxse fiwkth ~hthisimeiis: alittle book, Explorer 
2| GuudeiCanada wraAmetune 7hjeit cis Icalleds»1t's «brought 

3 here for the tourists. It was published for the tourists 

4 that might be travelling in the Northwest Territories. 

| Well, the Indian people, they 

6 | don't need anything like that, for the simple reason 

7) that we all know that wherever we want to go, we can co, 

A we don't need a guide. We don't need anybody to tell 

; us where tougdselButnt-~csorthis»was published just. for 
10 | the white people that they call themselves tourists. 
. Well, in one of the little wordings here, the name on 
12| your travel map are a reminder to all of us up there, 
13 | those who were first to discover our great northland. 
14} Well, by looking at the map, up here, you run across a 
15 | name like Alexander Mackenzie. That they marched fror 
16 | Montreal to the frozen and Pacific Ocean, in the year 
17") Lé79handhigS3haewWeddy bytlookand atpethisemap. «here: 

is there's many, many names here, it's all white men, it's 
19 | not the Indian people. I don't see any Indian people's: 
20 name in here. By talking to the people, the very old 
211 people, even in this area right here, they can go 

22 | back I don't know how far, long, long time ago. Some 
23 people even believe in 1200 years ago. So when you've 
24 | got a leader like that, I mean, you don't know whether 
O35] to trust a guy like that. We are saying that this 

26 | is our land and then the Commissioner tells you, this 
27 | Northland was discovered by the white people in 17 

28) something. 

29 | There is another thing here, 
30] the tradition tartan here that is printed here, it is 

i 
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BOEES ERROR GALS ED: Chief Harry Deneron 

| something like Scottish people will use for dancing, 

2 the kilt or whatever they call it. And to me, this 

3 should be a piece of moosehide here, with a beaver fur 

: around it, which make more sensethan putting a piece 

>| of coth here that Scottish people wear. 

6 | | Vou look vatlanlouvoructut 

7) like that, you don't know whether the government people 

3 are on your side or -- you just don't know where you are. 

9 It makes you feel that you're sort of left out on 

10 | everytning. 
li ANCLHNEY point Wb want to “iad 
12! out is also the area of Pointed Mountain, there is ahh che 
13 | this one valky or one passage from Fisherman Lake out 
14 j into the trapping area, it was being used by the oil 

| 
15; | company last year to move an oil rig in there and at 
| 

16 | the end of the valley there, the drill site was installec 
V7 | so the thing has been put up and there was drilling 
18 | going on there all last winter. 
19 | Weis again lo wsay wrt s. 16 ana t 
20 | a virgin land, it is not a pioneer land, it is the 
22 | Indian land. Well to do something like that, why don't 
22 the people let us know that it is doing something like 
3) that. Another thing is that the oil company was drillinc 
24 | there, they know this land belongs to the Indian, it 
25 | belongs to a trapline that belonged to Indian people that 
26 | live in that area. There was a stove there, somebody 
27 | hang over a tree, it's a very old, old stove, and a 
28 | tree grew through this stove, it was -- I would say 

29 | about six inches or four inches. That's just to show 

30 | 








you that there was somebody, the trapper put that stove 
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there. 

Well, this goes on and on ‘and 
on. The people ay year, the trapper wanted to use 
that trap line, he never went over it to trap. There is 
just one passage to that valley, it was used by the 


oll company. Having a grader working in thet area, it’ 


Ss 
Very Nard area tO work a cat in, therefore, in some 
places, maybe you gain, I would say, a quarter of a mile 
LeeyOUscte Gluck y. aineLes alot Of tOuG. country there. 
So the noise is there all year round. 

Again, the animals don't lite 
noise so a trapper there just sort of took off from that 
abea Last year and move anto Fort Liarc this vear, 
abvIwinter long. And, <vom whet we Near, they can'tmove 
that oil rig out the way it came in, because it was tco 
tough,) coo much work. That o1] rig will ‘be moved 
GUL OL that area via Yukon site. Well, the: Indian 
people Teel thar 16 showlor be brought out) the way. ue 
went inthe damage already done from this site, why don't 
they bring it out the same way they brought it in. 

But asking government that question is almost useless, 
because there was a letter sent to Land Use Office in 
Yellowknife from Calgary, these people want to cet a 
permit for, land use permit to have their camp moved 

to Nahani and Number 2 camp further up Nahanni and Number 
J eCamp CO the Yukon, Northwest Territories border. +f 
would say about 40 miles out. Well, I told the govern- 
ment that approached me on this here, I said, why do 

you come to me now, when you know that these people are 


already on their way down to set up their camp. It's 
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just another run around that we get from the government 
people all the time. When we ask the government 


people well, you should let us know what is g@ing on. 


Well I was right, I told this government that approached re, 


this paper should be torn in half and thrown in the 

garbage can. The government said no, we need vou guys 
penmmissrom tondoibbisagichhyh SCillagot tha pmapeterin my 
hand, and today I know the camp has been set up in 


Nahanni and I think they're moved to the Number 2 camp 


nowe'e This sortcof thing goes onvin our slandtalhkpthe time. 


fevouldelike fowbwingeup the 
Pointed Mountain again. Avlethof.peopherteh! me that 
there was a lot of jobs being promised by the,oil 
company when the pipeline was to go, was to be pushed 
throughstorFert Nelsons, jAnd, to; this rday, right today, 
I don't think there's been a, I know of, there's nobody 
working on the plant site, nightybodayanein fact,swe 
don't know 3st even one. 

Well.this sornt»of thing goes 
on all the time. Even our own government people when 
they come into town, the government brings them here, 
most of the government peqle working in towns here, the 
Menpare werking;, andzalsorthe+wife)issworking...,It's 
-~mnlike,I caniname,,them, off but.»I;wilkl not. When you 
see this sort of thing, you know all these white people 
are just money hungry. The people are just not getting 
a penny out of this whole thing. When the people say 
well, we're going to get you jobs if we put a pipeline 
through.here, well,..they.should put that work to.the 


people and even if they employ a couple of guys, it would 
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Johnny Klondike 


mean lots. A lot of our own government people are 
putting people in our little towns here and they all 
work, the wife and all work. Now, we don't have that 
many jobs in Fort Liard. We don't have any. Therefs 
a couple of Indian people that are holding steady job 
in Fort Liard. Well, also all these people here, they 
have large families, some have 12 kids. That's why 
the people here that think that another pipeline would 
be the same thing. They say well there'll be jobs here, 
there willbe jobs there, but maybe it's just another | 
piece of Pointed Mountain Gas Line, we don't know. | 

IdekyJudgewberger, If 1 ‘can, ) 
let somebody else come up and talk now and perhaps later 
on, I can come up and talk some more. I like to -- 
righo now 1 got so much ineanywMind 1. just Pike (to sit 
for avhile. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Before Mr. 
Klondike begins, could we just stop for 30 seconds. 
theie-s, something wrong with sthe B.A. system. 

I think we're ready to go 
again, Mr. Klondike, so please go ahead sir. 


| 
| 
Excuse me, Mr. Klondike, could 
we have what you said so far translated and then you 


Can Start again, would that be all right. 


MR. KLONDIKE: Before the | 

(Interpreter) 
pipeline come.into our country; he says, I lived there, | 
and raised my family, and I used to hunt fish, meat, 
fur, marten, lynx and moose and if I'm hungry, he says 


I can use a fish hook andscatch,fish -and.good weather 


permitting, he says, I can.go.out.and get. meat, he says, 
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| and I was hoping to raise my family, until they get of 
2 age and then they could make a good Living out ‘or that 
3 country, because thera was lots of game. But he says 
7 now that since the pipeline came in, he says, I'm scared 
S| to go anyplace. I don't know where to go, because 
6 | wherever I want to go there's a seismic line with 
vy trucks rolling back and forth on it, or there's -- 
7 Hey ler Uk pd pe tine ands NOU Ie aire. el anna 
| 
my ee EAC Crna liediel cil 1 mea iecae A Tie™ cree: an, the << yaymyes 
10 | away he says, and ever since they come in, he says, 
11] I couldn't make a living out of the country, he savs, 
Le | this is my trouble now, he says. 
13, THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on 
f 
14 | please, Mr. Klondike. 
13! MR. KLONDIKE: And he says, 
\ (Interpreter) 
16 | there's all kinds of money made around me, all around, 
me he says, with the oil, and he says they don't give me 
| 
18 j anything, they don't think that I'ma Person “iving, Phere, 
19 | because Iwas living there before them, but they don't : 
20 | take that into consideration he says, and it seems they 
21 don't care about how the kids are or how I feel, he | 
| aA\ TH. VUleel as teak hel conics Lerinney AOR Crea Tit Akee HA ae located yt teat 
| tow 
a PiNSed et Ouran, se Saye, Chey re occupying that 7 so, that 
aT doesh = o1ve hin mach chance to mare a livin. 
2514) THE COMMISSIONER: They're 
26 occupying the pass? 
27 | MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 
28 | Yes, tuey Le Using at. 


THE COMMISSTONER: “Carry on sir. 


Risers MR. KLONDIKE: (interpreter) 
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Anyeplace rthaetus fit ito trap, 
valleys and you know, creeks and Slutty tia tisiwiere tail] 
my trap lines were to make a living and he says, I used 
to make a good living out of that country but ever 
Since the outfit came in, I can't go anywhere. It 
doesn't matter what direction I go in, I can hear the 
cats working all over the country, so that makes re 
very poor now. The only thing that I have to make a 
living now with is fish and he says, I don't think if 
they ever seen my cabin, he says they wouldn't even think 
it was fit for them to live in. That's the way I'm 
existing now he says. 

So he says, there's no way 
out, from where he's living. 

CHE COMMDSSTONER: Carry on, 
Mr. Klondike. 

MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 
He says that now that the kids are grown, they have kids 
themseivesmtoo;, they} reointithel Samelshape as IT am, he 
Says, 1 find it pitiful butTtheviean"’t) they don' tet 
a job so they just hang around where they are and he says, 
we're all in the same boat. No jobs, or there is no 
game around where the work is, so he says, right now I'm 
in poor shape. I can't make a living the way I used to 
anymore, around that country. 

ine ,orberithingmhessays, 1 
had one trapline, the main trapline, and he says, the 
seismic or pipeline, whatever itws, he says, had 
Provughedetheiroad out, end I lost all my traps in that 


mess too he says. And theyMdon kt séemtto be 
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considering whether it's damaging or whatever, he 
said they just go ahead about what they're supposed to 
do. | 


He's still living there and 





archeologists dig some spears and artifacts, whatever 
you lea ll wat, idigs a6, out of there, so he says, I'm 
still hanging in that place. He says the pipeline is 
only;,about,.athalfiemile back from his house... But he 


says there's no place he can go so he's toughing it 





out. 

— | There’ s,a,tot of chemicals 
used in their work and he figures that a lot of that 
Sturt drains into the lake and is killing ducks and fish 
in there too, so he is kind of suspicious that one 

of Kis kids had died through that water and polluticn:. 
Now he's scared to go back, but he’s hoping that it will 
wear: out in time then, he figures on going back agoin. 
And his wife is not very healthy so he's spending most 
of his time in town, for the time being. 

LHR COMMISs LONER’: Is there 
anything else you wish to say at this time, Mr. Klondike? 
| MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 
Just 1. think, what he is trying to Say, is exploitation 
but how it's done is too many details so he went through 
as much as he could tell you about it, but he says if 


short it's just exploitation, how it's done and he doesn 1 


Pil Likert.) SOuthat S aboursthess) vesot ct. 


THEECGMMESSTONER: Thank vou 


| very much sir. 


; MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 





et ssaconias mere avsé oe . 2h} 
on duS....eeuod wid’ cred Aobd nit tad nnn eae rar ; 


+i paifpued een vos op neo off soelq on at otedtd eyse A } 

| eas oe maar oe ei i | 

sigsinaro do sol: 2 ‘exott af u ie ae ih Tl. OS bt | 

todt 46 Jol s teds estes? od bets pe ‘mh bees |) | | 
fer oop ainn® pil Loa ak bam eked edt ojnat BARAER ute tL | 
arto den? avotoiqaua t0 baka at: ‘ont: ‘Da: ajeod vorrei ee J bt 4 

ogee foq bos totsw jed3 Apyordt bekb bsd ebint aid to ‘a | 


lftw + tend pnigod esd gud ,aosd op oF bousoe ‘ater wow! OL 
ates Nosd paiop mo setpit, od pore emis nb suo saey 1% 
tivcwt aig 2! ark .on yds ood yxev gon ah stiw sirtbal’ Tee 

— .padod emis oft 20% jewod at-omisedi Go | 

gzedt 2t: sHNOLRALMMOD ABD i) Ae ss Ge ES SF. tg iia | 

Peat Eoaott 24 NRE eidy $6 se oF ball om, sete) paiddyns } | 


(ros HUTeraeT sakTAMONN FM Mie a wer men hy 0 © Pe, re i | 
od saliaileh 9 uh nae od none ai ponte vests nga 










1k ayea orf “ak in « sate de tas uo) it an sume | 
arco ad bas sob: 8134) wort) adisertolgns taut a'di dzode 
igh gas ost ot soon aan oe 28 oat 








1671 
ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Johnny Klondike 
BURNABY 2, B.C. Daniel Lomen 











can say for now, but he says, I would like to ask you | 


a question if you don't mind! 


1} He thanks you too and he says, 

2 | while we have the chance, I'll just as well tell you 

7 what I think of the situation. We don't like, he says, 

| to see so much money coming out of there, and game so 

s | poor, and there's no way he can get a hand Out Of wat) | 
! | 

6 | or .he.says, they don't.find it pitiful ex anything, 

7 he never was there, but in fact, he says, I was there 

J befor the oil outfit. Bue they, re ,profiting by it, hey, 

> says, but I don't get no profit, out of it. | 

i (WITNESS ASIDE) 

ll} DANIEL LOMEN: Sworn 

12 | 

13 | 

sat | MR. LOMEN: ( Interpreter) 

a | He says, most of us, he says, we have no education and 

fa we don't travel away from our town so we haven't got 

| much experience in finding all these things out, but he 

18 Says, that we have pipeline here, and there's pipeline | 

| in B.C. too so in further back a“tew years ago, he says 

was we used to go beaver hunting and find beaver were quite | 

a plentiful he says, but wherever the pipeline crosses, 

ct creeks from there on down he Says, the beaver are 

28 diminishing because he says there must be a reason for 

aa it, because it never was like that before. 

} | 
aa He says Johnny Klondike | 
ey probably gave you most of the idea, he says, we're | 
a7 all pretty much the same, but "He says, this is all I 
28 

| 

| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 
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MR. LOMEN: (Interpreter) In 
the country here he says, all we live on is hunting, 
living? off the land, moose, bear, moose and carikoo, 


whatever, furs, that's all we make our living hy. 


He says we don't make a living by making money he gays 


He says I wish we had the same opportunities to make 
that money as you get he says. 

He’ says; inthe past, 
we didn't have much education, but from now on, 
the kids are “going to school, “but they've got 
to live but they're notiup te par, but we got 
the right to live as the young generation ‘toc. 

I'm only asking you 

a question or I'm telling ’*yow what “our‘sreuat: oy” 2) 
But if you want to tell me anything, e Wiee) te 
glad to Tisten to you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. ‘I'm here really ‘to litten to ‘you, 

MR. LOMEN: (Interpreter) 
Thank you very much. He says there's lots of strangers | 
in here too but Imnoet trying to? put"en any= | 
tying; out I would” Tike to *tell *vou “the “erie 
and let you know our situation, so as you can see for 
yourself what kind of “situation ‘we're “set “in. 

THE "COMMISSIONER: That's why 
I'm here. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

EDWARD DTAMOND-C:” Sworn: 

MR.DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) He 


says thank you for you being with us, and in the past, 


sri ona al 
* salamrae aarti pa a deca atin, 
w Layesloat sopiwoy a6 yorton toa 
(seed eit ak: \ayse Sif” ‘ Tet... ae Fi ve ets View 
no woo mod? avd .molssowbe’ doum sved Sabb” Sw 
sop av "yond |  ginf | Looroe oF paioe 918 abid on? 
too ow sud ,xeq oF qu ton ea’ yodt gud evil of 
ood nokjsrenep pavoy edt as evil od Sdpix arid 
vov paises yino m'tI | 
»et acissudie 1uo ,yedw yoy paililos m'I 10 noijesup 6 
a 28 wet _ apaidtyns ven Lied of Snew woy 2b and 
nel ed neteil of Bele 
Hoy AnetT oantaesmiell SHT <3) yest nae vise 
(ooy op madd o9 cul are, mii. Aum yxev 
(teso7q tes04) :WSMOd... AM. eat eee oe, eee ya | 
_@zevneszsa to atol alored? eyse.oH ..doum yxov voy Ansa? 
"a6 no .duq. of paiyed ton om hii _ ated ood oted at 
Haut? , of, Woe fled on Ads, bition hi er oF ae et iad 


402 99a ase soy, 26 pa wtobsauale 240, wortdciay got be t 
wadane, 8! ew, nokteurie ao anne; ‘ath Riastaee: bine 


yde at aedm. sREMOTARTMMOD BHT 


iets 0 ar el a? +o dion re VE ipa per 


( Laantty ia RI weet gel) Abi an icshie ot a 





{ 


eis 


44 (xegorqistat) | <S-OOMAID AM bsikot et “Vy co...) + ss 





| gaAyaS, Fy ed vie at ype ae hae 





FS 














LEoT3 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTO. Edward Diamond-C 























BURNABY 2, B.C. 


weve never had no Opportunity to get rich 

Or any opportunity to make a good living. What we're 
doing, we're just merely existing. But 

lim gladythat «you're here, +.and.we have an Oppor=- 
tunity to tell you our set Up, sO LD SaysprL wil] slet 
you know a few other points. 

We have no future, 

to get up on our own like anybody else. This is 
the way we live and that's the Waypit's going to be 
because we have no way of GeELInGwhi Cheorahave. a acne 
living. 

We always were 
pitiful but we have a few game that we can rely.on for 
aaliving, but Since the exploration got into 
the country, things are getting harder because the games 
are scarce and they seem to run away from our main, how 
you say, Our main environment, so tOLgee fo 
where the games are, he says, is big tar, therefore, 

we are poorer now than what we were 40 years age. 


He says after the exrerience 


we have had with the pipeline, we know what | 
at! siali.about and again, we're talking about | 
a pipeline, but we want the land, and | 


we dont care about oi] or anything else, but 
we 90c tO Nave land, to live on, to live in. 

Well, he says, 20 years ago, 
we used to be able to make a fairly good existance, 
but since exploration got into the wrth, he says, we're 
getting poorer Dut. no.deubt that the oi] 


outfits are getting richer but we're centainly~notegetting 
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any ucher, we're getting poorer. And they 
don't even ask us to work because there might be a reason 
iP areoe Reed because it isn't a way of living, and 
you got to be qualified in order to work with this 
outfit and being what they are, they're just 
overlooked and bypassed all the way through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: They're what? 

MR.DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 
They're bypassed us, they're not technicians or 
qualified to do their work. He Says, you can't put it 
in a way that we xe complaining but we're only telling 
of the facts or how we are, and we're gladwto. talk te youl 
He can do it for a living, is just live off the lanc 
and nothing else. 

We will talk rere bit about 
Pointed Mountain now. He remembers he said where the 
pipeline, where Pointed Mountain is, he says, used to 
be a lot of beaver and rats, he says, he's trapped there 
for 60 years. He goes in there once in avhile because 
Johnny is trapping there now so he doesn't interfere 
with him but he knows for a fact that the games are 
diminishing he says. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Johnny who?. 


MR. TRINDAL: Klondike. 

MR. DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 
And the games are disappearing,since the white people 
are there it's probably too much traffic, it's occupied 


and the game doesn't get a chance to get back in. So | 



















noanec's oe 
bas \privil te yew 6. 3* et +h eetsced 
eids aie Aaow OF xobx0, peiaeidal nae voy 





Stade at'yoadt 
(xnesstqiesAl) . (tila cell 
10 ‘wiblotarvioey son ox yeds yen beaasayd’ noe eit 
#i 4uq t' aso voy ,eyse SH .e10W uted ob od beitileup 
paiifoes vine oz'aw tud poiatsiqnoo es ow Jedd yew 6 nt 
.uoy o¢ Aint oF Bsip a? aw has ,ais ow wow xo ejost edt to 
Sisf sdf Ato avil Yeuvt a@i \eaivil 6 xot Jf ob aso OH - 
. eale patton bns 
§veds gid abaear' 6 aiss Iitw ew 
add stedw bise ef exedmemex SH .won atstnvoM betnrod 
ot Heavy .evyse of ,et nissavom basako® etedw ,snileqiq 
atod3 beqgqerd ea'oed yeyse of , e757 Bas usvesd to dof 6 od 
eauszed elimvs ni sono sisdt at Beep. of .B26eY 03 x02 
steivostal 3'meoob orf o2 wou oxed3 palggsis et ynndow 
ets eamsp add jtsds frases 5 sok net baad aud a Asin 





Sow yandot” s aaWOTazIMMOD al ie San ate ee 


‘ les ipnolAa Masersulonne 
(aetoxquetaTy !2-CMOMALG «5M 
eigesq otidw eitd sonte, priassaqeetb exs eemsp ond bnA - 

boiquedo e's .o>EYie% dow oo3 yidedoxq ey) exerts 948 
ited ee anes aie st > oe 


L675 
ALLWEST REPORTING LTD, Edward Diamond -C 


BURNABY 92, °80C. 























~ he moved back to Bovie Lake, 25 miles out the other 

2 | direction, and there has been some drilling going on 

4 there and he pee the oil is tapped there too. 

4 He moved away from one spot and then the way people 

| drilled there again. 

6 : THE COMMISSIONER: He figured 
"| the oil is what down there, tapped there. 

7 MR. DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 

>| Yes, he figures it is tapped and he says you can see 
a a little bit of seeping out of there. 

all They're all got the same idea, 
a | that the same thing as what happened at Pointed 
af || Mountain, the same thing would happen again, so they're 
4) not too fussy about it, it's no benefit to them he says. 
IS The oil people work but there's no benefit to them, so 
16 | why ruin the country, 
ai The same thing happened there 
| as what happened at Pointed Mountain, he says, they 
19 justigolabout drilling and they're looking for oil but 
za | they don't care who's around or what is happpning. 
Pid : THE COMMISSIONER: They don't. 
cea | care whose ground. 
ay MR. DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 
aa No, they don't care who is living or -- 
sca THE COMMISSIONER: Right. 

| MR. DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 
ay And he says they were there before anybody and nobody 
Pe asked them for any permission, they just come 
| and drill and go about their business and they don't care 

30 


who's around and who's there or not. 
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He says all they care about 


is the land. And what we, I don't know, but he says, he 


wants the land and ffiew don't care about pipeline or 
anything else and he says, he wished the government would 
whatever | 

settle/they think is right with them and that's the end 
of the land. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The land. 

MR. DIAMOND-C: (Interpreter) 
Yes. What he means I think is -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think I 
understand him. 

MR. DIAMOND -C: (Interpreter) | 
But I guess you know what I mean. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think so. 
It may come up again anyway. 

MR. DIAMOND -C: (Interpreter) 
I think he's trying to say royalties or whatever. 2 
little bit of what they get out of it, so they can 
better their lives with it. 

Thatvs#all Thi gay." If "he has 
time, he'll probably say a little more but there's lots 
of people probably would like to put in a word too. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think maybe 
Chief, we could stop for five or ten minutes and just 
take a break and then start up again, would that be 
alltright, 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR TEN MINUTES) 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well ladies 
and gentlemen, Ey call our hearing to order and 
maybe we'll just wait a minute until the people come in..; 
We'll start again now, and 
Mr. Trindal , would you announce the name of each person 
who speaks when they begin, if you wouldn't mind. 
JIMMY KLONDIKE: Sworn. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Klondike. 
MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) | 
We only got three fish lakes 
he says, and one is Sandy Lake, one is Fisherman's 
Lake and one is Bovie Lake and he says -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: ‘One is 
Sandy Lake, Fisherman's Lake and what was the other 
one? 
MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 
Bovie Lake. And he says that anybody that goes 
fishing and a@tches a big fish and a small fish, 


throws it back in, he says they don't like : 


that, because what you throw back in, has got a tendency 
to probably die, probably not survive so they don't 
like that. 

He says even though the fish | 
is small he says, we eat them all, because that's 
very precious, itive just like Keeping it in 
the freezer, he says when we want it we can go and get 
it and it's fresh. But he says to catch more fish and 
throw it away, he mys, it's just like destroying. He 


says, we don't fish for fun, he.says, we fish for a living. 
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William Sassie 


He says there was a lot of 
families lived in that Fisherman's Lake, at one time, 
but since the pipeline went in there, it chases all the | 
games out of there, nobody would like to stay there 
anymore so therefore, there's only three families living 
there now. 

It's a trapper area here, 
and the pipeline is going through creeks, beaver ponds 
and whatever and he says that in that going throuch eres 
fish lakes and he figures that if the pipeline should _ 
break probably run into the “akevand "this ge all 
trap lines that the pipeline is gnine through. 

He says the result of those 
pipes going through creeks and beaver ponds, is kind of | 
polluted, to a certain extent, it polluted the creeks 
and the environmental people don't want you to throw a 
can away but he says how come they're not saying anything 
about this pipe going through the creeks and beaver 

other people that would 
ponds. There might be/ like to say something but this is 
al lias gote tovsayr for aust now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much? Mr .“hlordi ke. | 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

WILLIAM SASSIE: Sworn 

MR. SASSIE: (Interpreter) | 
He says he knows of a capped well and he says there's 
seepage, you know, a certain amount of drainage out of 
Lt 

THE COMMISSIONER: He knows 


about what? 
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MR. SASSIE: (Interpreter) 
Capped well. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Capped well. 

MR, SASSIE: (Interpreter) 
And he says the oil is seeping out of it and he would 
like to know if it's harmful or not. 

DHE COMMISSIONER. All right, 
now we have representatives from the pipeline companies 
here and maybe when we come back after supper, we'll 
ask them to answer that, will that be all right? 

In the meantime, since 
Pointed Mountain has no connection with Arctic Gas or 
Pooch iive nt taker, Mos Carter, “and: Mra Hollingworth, 
you might confer with the people here from Pointed Mountain 
and Amoco and sée if any one of them wants to volunteer 
an answer to this question. We'll leave that in your 
hands until after supper. Carry on, excuse me for 
Interrupting. 

MR. SASSIE: (Interpreter) 
He Nasethe same ‘complaint ac Johnny Klondike so he says 
it's no benefit to us so they don't Like. the idea of 
these people working around, they don't get nothing 
Out Of it so they really don't like ‘the way things are 
going. Very much the same as Johnny Klondike. 

SHE COMMISSIONER: Right. 

MR. SASCIE: (Interpreter) 
When “Chere”s “any project like ‘that’ .gqoing on, he savs, 
Ghe Natives dont getenotiing cut Of 2b, no work or 
nothing so this is why they object, they say this is 


our land and when there's work like that going on, he 
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Says nobody offers us a job, so he Says he don't like 


fo 

















| that. It's ours so he says we won't let it COs 

3] | “THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 

4 like to add anything sir. 

5 MR. SASSIE: (Interpreter) 

6 | What he worries about, he Says, if the land is ruined, 

u what's next, what they going to make a living out of 

8 | after that. When you're not a tradesman, he says, you 

9 | live off the country, and if it's taken away, he says, 
10 | we don't know what to do next. 
11} Other people would like to 
|| Say something. For now, he Saysrthisiis all. Thank you, 
13] THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
14 | very much, Mr. Sassie. 
15 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
16 | MR. MCASEY: Mr. Commissioner, 
17 | In order that Amoco can answer that question after 
18 Supper, I wonder if there might be some description 
19 | of the approximate geographic location. 
20 MR. SASSIE: (Interpreter) A 
‘ mile from their camp, half a mile. Half a mile from 
at Bovie Lake, from the west side. 
23 | THE COMMISSIONER: Have you 
24) got that? All right, thank you Mr. Sassie. Well maybe 
25 | we should hemr one more person before Supper. Would 
“ey tiatebeall right, Chier. 
24 JIM SEYA: Sworn 
23) MR. SEYA: (Interpreter) He's 
| got a cabin about nine miles and he has made himself a 

t 
39 


= garden by hand and whether it's an o11 outfit or a 
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Seismic came and unload all the equipment down and 
use his garden and strip the land all around his cabin 
so he didn't like to go back and just left the cabin ‘for 
good. 

LOE -COMMISSIONER:: You said 
that cabin was about nine miles, nine miles from where, 
in what direction. 

MR. SEYA: (Interpreter) 

Up the: laard. 

THE’. COMMISSIONER: Up the 
Liardk 

MR. SEYA: He says there's a 

(Interpreter) 
road comes out the Fish Lake into the Liard River. 

THE. COMMISSIONER: Thati's 
wherewhais cabiniis? 

MR. SEYArop (interpreter) Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: *Tomight 
Say that if the representatives of Pointed Mountain or 
Amoco want to deal with that allegation, they may 
after supper. The location has been pinpointed. It may 
be that it was an exploration company, havino nothing to 
do with Pointed Mountain or Amoco. 

CarrvaonceLr.. 

MR. SEYAs) (Interpreter) He 
abandoned ttt home and then moved over on this side, 
but whatever the exploration has been going on, he says 
the game has not exactly disappeared hut it is not as good as 
it was in the old days. Thank you. 

He says the same thing. Fe saic 


he had to abandon that place because there was too much 
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1| exploration going on so he moved over to “Bovie Lake 

2} now. 

3] THE COMMISSIONER: Before 

‘| you go, Mr. Seya, could you show me on this map or 

5 | where Fish Lake is. Maybe you could chief. 

é| For the record, the Chief pointed out. what is known 

1 as Fish Lake and it's on the map as Fisherman Lake, 

3 | same lake. Thank you Mr. Seya. 

9 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

10 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
11| think maybe we should stop now for supper and come back 
a at peO0. tonight ,.would that be all right, . And we’l3 
13 | Carryy Onrat. 8; 00,tonight,.so. I hope! vou! ]l.al] ‘come back 
14! Btacn0.0 and.weid lo carry. on Till midnight.or as. late as 
15 | you, want. to. .And. I'm. still going to be here tomorrow, 
16 | SO we can listen to more of the people tomorrow too. 

17 | So.we'll adjourn then, until 
1a! 8200 tonight. thanks Vol, 
19 | (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 8:00 P.M.) 
20 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
ag | THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
22 | gentlemen, we'll come to order again. And we'll ask 
23 the;.representatives. of, Amoco to start off tonight by 
24 | dealing with the questions that came up. 
25 | JACK SAVAGE: Sworn. 
26 | MR.. SAVAGE: . My name is Jack 
27 | eavage,.J ‘mewith. Amoco,.Petroleum...And I'd like to sav 
28] a few words about the points that Mr. Sassie brought 
29 | up, William Sassie brought up earlier about the oil leak 
301 dwn by Bovie Lake. We've since determined this is 
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i another operator's well in B.C. and it is sump clean 

24 up problem. The local forestry officer is aware of 

3 | ie end he has notified the operator involved, I 

4 understand, several weeks ago, and plans are currently 

5 under way for the clean up. 

6 | The second point was the 

7 point that Mr. Seya brought up,about his cabin. His 

3 cabin is at the Pointed Mountain barge landing, it's 
i at the end of the road coming down from Pointed 

10 | Mountain on the Liard River. And there is, we know 
11 whew the cabin is, we have a Land Use Permit covering 
12 | aboutthree acres adjacent to it that we've held for 
13 | Many years now, that we use as a harge loading and un- 
14 loading site and we do store equipment adjacent to his 
13 cabin. We weren't aware that we had damaged his garden, 
16 but J/m going to get»: with Harry and Mr.. Seya, after the 
17 | meeting and we'll talk further about that, bo, ver ifs 
ma when it happened and what actually happened. 
19} We haven't had any other 
20 | problems in -- near the barge landig. We did have an 
20) occasion about three years ago, when we were preparing 
22 | the barge landing site, one fall, where we apparently 
a3 | inadvertently covered up one of the Fort Liard resident's 
24) outboard, which he had cached down there. Fe reported 
25 | this to the RCMP whe contacted us and we tried to 
a recover the outboard motor, we couldn! t... so.we. paid. him 
27 | for a new outboard motor at that time. But this is the 
23) 


first we've heard about the damage to the garden by the 


| Cabin, but we'll certainly follow UD. OMe that. 


Sek THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Seya's 
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1 cabin. 
2 | A Mr. Seya's cabin. 
3) And that's all I had. 
4) THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, 
S| thank you. Now, do you want to translate that, Mr. 
6 Trindal . 
vy (WITNESS ASIDE) 
I 
3 | THE COMMISSIONER: I think we 
an 
? | can carry on now and if there are any others who wish 
10 to speak, they're certainly welcome to come forwared. 
ly Let Mr. Trindal translate for 
al See iee JOHNNY KLONDIKE, resumed, 
13) MR. KLONDIKE: (Interpreter) 
14) This is Johnny Klondike, he Says in the olden days, he 
is Says we used to not him, probably, but older people than 
16 he was, used to pull himawross Beaver River and they used 
iv, to build spruce bark canoes, and a whole bunch of ther 
wet used to go down and bring down a whole bunch of dry meat, 
19) and they used to sell these to the white people. And 
20 they used to import what you call this Irish whiskey, 
ae Niggerhead, we used to call it, and they were out of 
mat tobacco so they used to use gunny sacks for wrapping 
23 and they had no tobacco so the Hudson Bay man used to 
oT sice a chunk of this gunny sack and they used to chew 
25 that for the taste of the tobacco that was in it. Fe 
| 
ag Says he seen those days. But he says we never depended 
\ 
27 | on the white man for the living those days like what we 
28 | are now, he says. 
29 | 


i And he says his uncles and 


| Older people used to hunt meat for the Hudson's Bay or 
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1 any white man that used to work for them, and he says, 
Z| they don't get supplies like they used to now as in 
| those days, so teats dei to hunt moose and sell the 
4 meat, the bull moose, or cow moose was 30 skins 
° which is equivalent to $10 those days. 
2] Ana He DuPedmoes wes 201% Foes: Pend wouTa KS 
7 about 5, 6 dollars a piece. And the little ones woulc 
8 | probably be 2'‘or 3 dollars.’ And that was the price we 
a used to’ sell the meat for those days, and there was 
10 | all kinds of meat and everybody lived on it and they 
Pe kept, they sold the good meat and they kept the heads 
12) and the leg bones for themselves and they sold the gooc 
3 meat for that eas 
tay Wolves for the Hudson EBay or 
1B | any white man were here as for hunting, but he calls, 
16_ wehused to'caldl “them ‘hunters but@the "call ag at «wolf | and 
17, he says we used to furnish all the food for the white 
zo | man, but it's vice versa now he says. Were not the men 
t 
mu we used to be. He says those days we were wolves but 
29 now a days vice versa, we're recipients, he says. 
a That's all, he says. 
a2 | THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr. 
23 Klondike. 
o4 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
8 FRANCIS BERTRAND: Sworn 
28 MR. BERTRAND: (Interpreter) 
a He says he has trapped in B.C. and wherever there was 
23 | 


beaver at one time, now there seem to be getting scarce, 


| he says he woul) like to know the reason why it's happenec. 


| Wherever the seismic has been, wherever the drilling was 
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1| and the explorers, what kind of chemicals are they using 
2 he says, ‘because it's killing the rabbit and chicken, 
or squirrel, whatever eats the mud, they die, he says, 
4) and he would also like to know what the chemical is 
5 | Likey-yris. it poisonous, so he. said. he would like to know 
«| what it's made out of. He says we have been around the 
ue camps, out, of ,food.and iwstuff,, and they won't offer us 
| any food or anything, he says, so therefore, we just 
9 | have to, ive.,on »the .~- .whatever we can cet a hold of, 
io he Says, off the land...They won't hire us and they're 
11 | unconcerned -he .says,.,they. don't seem.to care, whether 
12! wetare, getting hurt or inot. 
= iy He ~saye the outfit that put 
a | thigniineyin;,qjnew that iths,in, and finished,. there 
15 | would be no more jobs required, and we won't be setting 
16! anyejob outyot it) butsnow I.auppose he. savs,.tie'11 
ivy besgetting up-the;lumber. andsdestroy.that too, he says. 
18 | With sawmills and stuff like that. 
19 | PUL, vies naye Ur hey cet 
20 | into sawmill business or lumber industry, I would like 
21 if they hired the natives, for, labour or, whatever. they 
ot canybe. able: to. do, that's about the 
2 oniyything,deft for-them now, here, around. Fort liard. 
24 | So the younger people may have some other things to 
25 | talk about, but. he says titesie.valloel have to say for 
26 | ee 
ea PoE s;COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
2g! Mr. Bertrand. 


29 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 


30 | WILLIAM PETTHAIE: Sworn 
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gree es William Betthale Sr. 
MR.PETTHALE: (Interpreter) 
He says he has occupied his old man's (eporcgoues ee etat= 


ever since he ateds, he Says? HE sle@bout Onis mileswand 
he's got to pack in and pack out every year and ke has 
run across a seismic outfit running criss erossing his 
road and baring traps. I haven't put in any complaint 
yet he says. He wouldn't kaek ‘butihe: hasn't 
been to school. All he lnows is Slavey language and 
he doesn't know how to read and writevand that's the 
only way he made his living is by bushpacking ane 
packing in and out, and the only way he makes his money 
is by bush land, by trapping and hunting moose. 
He's 56 years old and he hasn't done any work or” labotr 
for any white man yet. And he says what gets him, ke 
Says, they criss-cross my road and every time they 
cross it, I've got to clean the road, every time, he 
Wilts boday. 
Says, but I haven't complained yets/ i Sonvheleavs) his 
complaint is that with exploration gOoangsup, ite makes 
ithharderatolmakeca living because it scares all the 
moose aways). So \that"s the complaint he has. 

And he says, when they leavrc 
their camp, it's not cleaned up, “het sWRustLeftl as it) ic: 
Whatever food or stuff is left over is JUSES Test ethere, 
going to waste and animals feed on it. 

(WITNESS ASIDF) 

WILLIAM MOUYE: Sworn 

MR. MMOUYER (interpreter) 

He has a registered line, about one half mile. fror Fis “ore 
and ithe spipélinearunseparallel towhis Crapline, he has 


a registered line. 


- ‘y Sree 
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He has two oil sites, tapped oil wells close to his 
trapline 
place too and it crosses his / about halfway too. 
And another things, he says he had traps disappear, 
the people working on the line, traps disappear and he 
can't never find them again, along with what's caught. 
He's trapped the Yukon Territory ever since he was a 
young boy. He's trapped in the Yukon since 1945. 
Whatever happens, profit or whatever is taken out of 
it, by profits, he says he hasn't gained anything hy 
it so he says he's just as soon have them not around. 
With all this work going on his territory and he gets 
nothing out of it. And he says there is prospectors in 
the summertime, whether they have license or Noe, est 
he says there has been prospectors going through the 
country and if they run across cabins or cache, he savs 
they raid them and take watever from the cabins toc. 
He says there's a lot of that going on, he says, if 
they need anything, maybe they should ask for it rather 
than steal it because you depend on that stuff and 
when you get back, it kind of makes you mad, he says. 
Sometime I get mad and do things that he shouldn't do, 
he says, rather than let it be that way, he says they 
should come and ask or leave a note or something so 
he knows what is going on. This is prospectors in the 
summer time. If they need stuff, he says, we could 
give it to them, rather than get back there and find 
out that it has been stokn, He didn't get no profit 
out of the pipeline, but I have told you that already. 
This is all I have to say for now. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


Stal 







oe ; : ; ia 





soos ann 
\tsoceseib eqsxs 6... bat oft ayant od ‘ epnidd 2edtons bn 
ot bas xssqqsetb aqass venih onl MO, paidiow elqosq edt 
tdpuse @ @'sarlw dg iw ertols. ankepe wort bald zteven 3’ 169 
fh 26w ai eonte seve rodeo nomuy ovis beage st ea' oH 


to avo neNst af zr9evessdw to tttorg ,aneqqer tevetsriw 
vat diated benisp 3' need et eyae ed. petitorg yd FE 
-Snuots yor madd evel moor Bs taut e'end ayse ef oa tt 
acvop. ent brs yiotinxed eid. no prioe Awow aid? Lis doiw 
| af piosoogeorg ak oterld eyse of boA «3k to tuo paidszon 
sud ,ton so saneoll aved yer? xerfzentw ,emituemmua aft 


odt+ devoid pater exodoeqeoig mood esd exit eyse ov 


/@pel gonta nokuy edd mk peqysts e's. .yod pnyoy ™ 
i 


,2vse off ,odoso 19 eaidao @207%9s nus yoda tL bas ystavoo 
nod anidso of mort tevets east baa modt blet yes 
th ,eyse ar. .so patop teat 20 dol s e'eterit ayse of 

tadzex ¢L yo? Aes bluode yet edysm ,pniddyns been yeds 

ine Siuse sede mo baeqad uOY. paussed $k Leota ned? 
.ayse od ,bam voy eexsm 20 baix tt ,aosd tap voy new 
ob o'abiuede ed tedd epaidd ob bas bam soap T emi tomo? 
yond @yse of. , Yow, snd? ed 31 tel apis redsox 4 eyee od 
o2 vakdgemos to eson 6 evsel totes bas emo bLuode 
oit mi atosveqeaozq at eiat 40 patoe al ted eword ort 
Stuos ow yeysa od. Pues boon yodit 22 ©. 9mk3 semmue 
bat? bas etedt Aosd top asd? tedssx ,medt of 31 ovip 
+ito4g on dep 3'obib oH ,flote need esd tf Jedd duo 
wybsotls gedd voy blot eved I gud ,enilegqiq eft,30 3u0- 
: woh y03 yee od evad) I) Lis eh obit: 

"yoy Ansa? :AEMOLRSIMMOS SHT raps fred? leer 


) 
. oe? 
=> 


ao fm Fe 





s 


- 


fm eo 17 @& 


ere: «hl lle 
-—- i i 6 CO 








“ie 


L639 
ALLWEST REPORTING L.TO, William Betthale Jr. 


BURNABY 24 B80. 





1 very much sir. 

2| (WITNESS ASIDE) 

3 WILLIAM BETTHALE Om. 

‘ 

| MR. BETTHALE: 

5 | 

=| Trguess I"). translate it. 

ai This meeting is not Just only for US, in the future these 

. bittie kids will have what we are dang now, like now 

o| we go out fishing, and hunting and Swimming and we want 
ia) them to have what we have now. I mean, like what my 

“ grandfather are doing before, you know, fishing, things 
wh iike that. We want the land settlement, then the pipeline. 
fs And so that they can have what we doing as before. 
ust Johnny Klondike was speaking 
4c about the Pointed Mountain, I've been working there, I 
Wed seen how they spill that water from the rigs to the creek. 
vii And I've seen that the Fisherman Lake and fish like 
ra that, I've seen it with My Own eye, I was born in 
peal this phere, I was born in the bush. We're not just saying 
vo that for nothing. We live here, we live in the bush, 

| and we want it just like that. We want the lana settlement 


22 | fist before the pipelines. That's about alt hee 

| to say. Thank you. 

am 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Very. much: 

| (WITNESS ASIDE) 

| THE COMMISSIONER: We'll take : 

ae Short break while those of you who may still wish to 

Speak can have a chance to collect your thoughts.We'1] 


ae 


| 
| ; 
3q | Start again in about ten minutes. 
| (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR TEN MINUTES) 
| 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
THE COMMISSIONER: The people 
at the door could take seats along Here if they wish. 


There's lots of seats in the front here. 


hdl ee Ly A Er 


This would be a good opportunity 
for us to put our land use maps in. I think Phoebe 
Nahanni has a few words to say, just before we do tha 

THE COMMISSIONER: Phoebe 
Nahanni has been sworn already, in earlier proceedinas 
Of the inguiry, sO proceed, 

PHOEBE NAHANNI: Resumed 

I want to translate what I 
said. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Before you 
do, could I invite the people at the door to take seats 
here if you wish. 

MISS NAHANNI: When I care 
here around February or March to Liard, that was the 
first time I ever seen Liard. And I immediately took 
a liking to Liard because the people are really good, 
and their land is beautiful and in speaking to many of 
them I found that I have a lot of relatives here. And 
that made it even more -- it made me feel really, really 
good about it. And some people are not using the land, 
every season, they're only using it some of the seasons. 
But in my interviews I find, and in many of my inter- 
views, further down the river, down the Mackenzie River, 
and from other places, that people are Saving that 2 


doesn't mean that just because we don't use the land all 





easte tiga p908 | 5 Sma biuo ae oo ri ‘ui ‘alba at zi] + o 
otoodt takes ba a Date acs x00 tuq. 0: 


+ i ipsa” ne . 
ew wale ead 
a : 7 av a ai eo sf a i 


aon ibaon0x4 witzee at vyhsorts oe pry cua Annedas 








A+ ob ow s1oted govt Yea ot eb’ 





odaoAd :Aanoteermo2 SHT 


i te y¥ilupni orl? to 
was ered? PGR, ORI 


bomue ost : LaMAMAl aasOus 


| ted otelensss of Jnsw t 


How szoted +R roreeniMod ae 


“2go8e 2%n2 03 2008) edd 38 atqoos ori? pokvat : bive9, sob 
| ‘ “fakw yoy, Uh any 
eames 1 aonw » LHMAHAM 2am 


ay nem dade | aeekd OF dors ‘to ya’, bros eted 


‘tans yiovncbomimt t bat bash be ee r eae 2% _ 


Te oe 
boon wifsen a1g qo oda ras ot 
hy pram. 9 once ce: bas. jane ub 





 & 
rea 


1691 


s.UWEST REPORTING L-TD. Phoebe Nahanni 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 


seasons, it doesn't mean that we're never going to use 
it in the future. It means that maybe in a couple of 

years, maybe in five years, we'll use it again. But, 

some of the prospectors and the exploration people 

for gas, minerals, who go out on the land, and they 


don't see any Indian people, they immediately assume 


that the people are not trapping anymore, or not hunting 


anymore, but their assumtions are unfounded, because a 


lot of them don't even speak to Indian people. They just 


ignore them all together. And the truth just keeps 


coming out at the interviews. And I suppose I could go 


further, but what.-T really wanted to.say, at this time,, | 


| 


was that I'm really glad to be here, I'm really tharkfiul 


that TI am here again, and wth thai, 2. think. 211 
start explaining the maps. 

MR. RELL: tL take it then 
that this is the map for the trappers who live in Fort 
Liard, and I'd like to ask you to pick up the mike and 
take a position in front of the map please. Perhaps 
you could point out a few of the more significant land 
Marks to begin with. 


MISS NAHANNI: Okay. Well, 


this map is a collated map, can I elaborate a little bi 


MR. BELL: Please do. 


MISS NAHANNI: The map you se 


over there is an example of what I did to begin with. 


| 





| 
42 
| 


| 
| 


That's a 250 thousand scale map, and that shows I think , 


five to seven trappers, their information, it isn't 
all there, because I didn't show all their trapping 


routes, I just showed the main travel routes and they 


| 
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might have gone north or south or east or west of their 


main travel routes, and I didn't put it on there. 


Each colour is a different trapper. 


And I was limited 


with the number of coloured pencils I had, on the one 


map like that, but I've got four of them at that scale. 


And I collated all that into the information on the 


four maps to this scale which is 500 thousand, 8 miles 


to :.an inch. 


MR. BELL: 


Perhaps so that the 


people in the room could orient themselves on the map, 


you could point out -- well I see the 60th parallel | 


there and the boundary between the Yukon Territory and | 


the Northwest Territories, could you point those out? 


MISS NAHANNT: 


Pettitot, Elack- 


water, it originates from out here. 


MR. BELL: 


down at the bottom there. 


I see Fort Nelson 


MISS NAHANNI: No, it's off 


the bottom -- 

MR. BELL: Nelson is off the 
bottom of the map. 

MISS NAHANNI: Yes. 

MR. BELL: Well perhaps you 


could explain then what the lines on the map represent, 


and why some of them are thicker then the others. 


MISS NAHANNI: 


The thick 


lines indicate 50 percent or more, or else ten or more 


men have used this route. 


They've used it here. 


And the next line is the one that is shown here and 


around Fisherman Lake area. 


That's between five to ten! 
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l men. And the thin lines is less than five men. I 

2 | didn't speak to a lot of the men because when I came bere 

| a lot of them were in the bush, Harry Fantasque, Harry | 

4 Fantasque was at Fish Lake, which is across the Yukon 

5 border, he was there when I came here so I couldn't 

6 speak to him. A lot of Bovie Lake when Ivas here, a 

7 lott oftpeople tinciSandys'Lake too.) So) I) didn't: gétva lot 

7 of their information, otherwise it would have filled here. 

> Probably a lot more here, up there. | 

10 | MR. BELL: And there's a legend 
1} on the bottom, left hand corner of the map. Could you | 
12} tell us what that says? 

13 | MISS NAHANNI: It indicates 

14 big game, large game such as moose, woodland cariboo, 

15 sheep, grizzley, and black bear or brown bear and also 
16 | the areas where people fish. I made an error, Fort 
17, Nelson is right here. 
18 By the way, this is the eee 
19] road, it goes down here, straight up here. A lot of 
20 | these routes are old trails, they're old trails and the 
21 Straight lines that you see there are cut lines. | tT 
22 | MRVBELLS4 52 undérstandythat [ ‘9 
23 | some of the trails pre date the marking of the boundary ‘ 
24, between the province and the Territories, is that coueeer™ 
251 MISS NAHANNI: Yes. In many 

26 | of the areas that I've done, I could probably give you 4 
27 | the names of the people that I've interviewed, if that haan 
28 | would -~- the people that I interviewed, \were)Sandy : k 


Bertrand Edward Diamond-C,Paul Cadville, Gordon Kotchea, 


| 
30 | Johnny Klondike Sr., Gordon -- I'm sorry, Johnny 
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Klondike Jr., Jimmy Klondike, Danny Lomen, Frank Loren, 
Willy Mouye, Jim Seya, William Sassie, Edward Mouye, 
Alexie Behile, Albert Thomas, Vital Timbre, Fred 
Kotchea, Pierre Berrgeault, Fred Berrgeault, St. Priger 
Nande, or Mouye, and Armand Betrand. And a number of 
these people have told me that they helped in cutting 
out the B.C. border, as far as Smith and they were 
slashing I guess, and there were a lot of Indian people 
from Simpson and Nahanni Trout and other communities 
around here, and a lot of white people from the south 
who were helping in making that border. 

MR. BELL: I-take it this map 
represents approximately 30 percent of the adult male 
trappers in Fort Liard? 

MISS NAHANNI:. .That's correct. 


MR. BELL: And that there are 


no trappers from any other communities represented on this . 


map? 


MISS NAHANNI: This is just *r¢ 


sample from Fort Liard. 


MR. BELL: Thank you very much) 


Phoebe, unless you have anything else to add, those 
are all the questions that I have. 

MISS NAHANNI: Just the sample 
from Liard and after I spoke to men in Liard, I went 


to Trout Lake, and after that I went to Nahanni Butte. 


MR. BELL: Thank you very much 
Phoebe, I think this map should be marked as an exhibit. 


THE COMMISSIONER: . Yes, This 
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map, and should this map as well be marked as an 
exhibit? 

MISS NAHANNI: I only have one 
ofethat: | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well I | 
think I'll have the secretary mark that map as an 
exhibit. It contains the hunting areas and trapping 
areas and fishing areas of the sample, 30 percent of 
the trappers in Fort Liard. The other map which con- 
Sists of the hunting, trapping and fishing areas of 
four individwl trappers, will also be marked, and the 
map with the 30 percent of the trappers on it, will 
after it's been marked, be turned over to Mr. Bell 
in his custody and it can be reproduced and Mr. Bell 
can return the marked exhibit to the inquiry. - 


MR. BELL: Very well sir. 


(MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-109) 
(MAP SHOWING TRAPLINES OF FOUR TRAPPERS MARKED 
EXHIBIT “C=110) 

THE COMMISSIONER: All those 
people out by the door, if they wish to, there are tone! 
seats here. If you prefer to remain by the door, that" g 
Pine "toc. | 

Anyone else who wishes to 
speak is certainly welcome to do so. We have lots of | 
time this evening, so I'm prefectly happy to remain 
here as long as you wish me to, in order to hear anyone 
who has anything to say. 


CHIEF DENERON: I would like 


to carry on with some of the things that I missed out tha 
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travelling because of my job. I've been away from Fort 


last time. First, I would like to tell Mr. Berger, 
Justice Berger about myself. 


I did a little bit of | 


Liard for 12 years, and during this 12 years I visit | 
and worked with some people from, like Inuvik, Yellow- 
knife, and Whitehorse and during this time I visited 

a little settlement like Tuktoyaktuk, Sachs Harbour, 
Old Crow and all these little places. And besides 

that, I have a real good paying job, and 

sometimes I had to work the night shift, and afternoon 
shift, and for that reason, I thought well, this isn't 
the life I really like to do all my life, I went back 
trapping for a couple of years, and after I did that for 
a couple of years, well I came back and I'm very glad to 
come back. 

The reason I'm saying this 
is that the people, the white people think that this 
pipeline will create lots of jobs for indian people. 
Well, the trappers feel the way I did, it might be nice | 


| 


to go away on a job for a couple of months, couple of | 
months or a couple of years, but it's always nice to Gar 
home where you were born, and live the way you used to 
live. Also, in Fort Liard, the people go away on a 
job and two weeks, one month, they always come back. So 
I don't think our senior people will benefit from this | 
pipeline at all, not by way of a job anyway. 
Trae@alsocdlike!toocbringsout 


the land claim. If we had a good land claim, it also 


means that indian people can haveMmore indian development, 


| pear 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Have 
more what? 
CHIEF DENERON: Indian 
development. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Indian 
development, yes. 
CHIEF DENERON: I myself have 
tried to do a little business in town here, and I went 
to the government for a loan, just about a year and a 


half and I haven't seen a cent. Well if we had a good 


land settlement, well we don't have to go to anything 


like that. It may not look to the government, it's a 


year and a half ago now that I asked for that loan, 
but to me, it was a long wait, white people when they 
live off their earnings, they earn $14,000 a year. 
Well if you wait like me, we}l what I'm really trying 
to say is that to make a good living, you have to earn 
about $14,000 a year. Well, I haven't done much for 


a year and a half now. So my saving could have gone 


down to nothing. I'm still hanging on, and still trying. 
If we had a better land | 
settlement, well we don't have to go through these kind 
of things, we can probably do a lot more from the land 
settlement. : 
Also, this werks out almost the 


same for the trappers. White people, when they have a 


job, they go on strike, they negotiate with the company, 


or whatever, for better salaries and what not, because | 


they claim that the cost of living keeps going up higher 


and higher every year. Well, for the trappers, they dont 
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“ have that. If they get a beaver, they take it to 

24 Hudson Bay store, because if the Hudson Bay will give 

4 them a dollar, wert that's what they're leoking for. 

4 They just might as well go over there and throw it in 

5 and hope they get 5 pounds of sugar for it or what they | 
eq might get for it. Well, if we had a good land settlement, 
7 well we don't have to go through something like that. We 
ity can maybe find our own fur market, we can -- the whole | 
? territory, like all the indians can get together and | 
al get all the fur together and sell it to the -- you Know, 
aah better fur marketing. | 
4 I have a brother that is | 
aa trapping last winter. He went to the Hudson's Bay, 
144 with seven beaver, and he got $12 apiece for these hig 
a beavers, and when he told me he got $12 apiece for 

16 | these big beaver, I said, why did you do it. He said, 
in well I need some more gas, I need to buy more gas to 
18) continue my trapping. And the government,only place you 
19 can get gas in Fort ILiard is the government people, they 
20 will not take anything else but cash. And at this day, | 
“4 there was no cash at the Bay, so I told my brother, ite 
a you go back to the Bay, pick up the fur and give it’ te : 
23) me and I told him I can give him $15 apiece for them | 
74 | that's ; 

} because I know how much they're worth. Well, I did | 

25 this, to prove my point that you can get more than that | 
a somewhere else. Included in this was seven beaver and ! 
277 one lynx. Well, the lynx was $38 at the Bay, and the 
28 other seven beaver, one of the beaver, one pelt was sold 
297 in Edmonton for auction sale, in June, well, fur marketing 





goes up and down, like anything else, this fur was 
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a: brought into the Bay when the fur was in the very top 

2 prime season, so my brother could have got more for 

3 ae Mebkepy shh hap i pte this year, sent it to Edmonton, we | 
| lost two months, trying to sell this beaver in Edmonton, 
5 | Even so, one beaver was sold for $46, and the second 

6 | beaver was $41.50. And the other two, $42 apiece, and 
7 the other one, $33.50 and he other one $19. And one 

Bl lynx in there was $156. 

; Well, this sort of things 

iid went on for years and years and years. This is why 
11) we are hoping and askng that we should have a better lane 
12) settlement so we can overcome this sort of thing. 

13 The other thing I like to talk 
4 about is -- has got to do with treaty money. And the 

15 | permit for timber I guess. Well, when a lot of people 
16 | told me that when I told them to cut some logs for 
17 | building those buildings, I asked the forestry guy for 
ie some permits to cut some logs, so I can build myself a 
a house. Well, I asked for 60 to 70 logs and the guy : 
A said, well how long you going to cut them. I said 8 : 
au feet length.. So I said, out of:60 to 70 logs, I can get 
220 200 logs, and he calculated all this year, and he told ! 
23) me it’s going to cost me SS. . Well, Ip told him, 2 .oniy : 
2 need 60 to 70 logs, why should I be paying for these 

25 sort of things and he said, well, it don't matter, if 

26 | the tree was 100 feet long, you can chop it into one 

27, foot length, you still get 100 pieces of log. So it 
28 don't really matter how long you cut them. You just : 
2g | get charged for the pieces. Well, the people tell me | 
30 that -- my own people tell me that I should have never 
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| paid for my own trees that are standing on my land, 
‘| They said, you're only just a peanut compared: to all the! 
. | 
7 seismic oil companies, ‘the millions and millions of | 
4 timbers that they jst knock over to be rot away. 
| And that they told me that I should never have to pay ! 
| $5 on something like that, that is where | 
1 my $5 treaty money went and I like to ask Mr. Berger i 
8 if he can keep this for exhibit. | 
>| THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, we'll | 
10 | mark that as an exhibit. It will be a permanent part of | 
| the record of the inquiry. : 
12) (PERMIT TO CUT TIMBER ON TERRITORIAL LANDS MARKED : 
13) EXHIBIT C-111) | 
“| CHIEF DENERON: Another thing 
15 | that I'd like to bring out is that the Indian people 
16 | around here, it's really hard to point them out, if 
a they're doing something wrong or something wrong, 
| or whatever. What I really mean is that a couple of ! 
vl weeks or a month ago, there was a poster up at the | 
29 Hudson Bay door, saying that "Do not drink water from | 
a the River". Boil it for ten minutes before using our : 
i | water. i 
23) Well, the people -- | 
a4 THE COMMISSIONER: There was a 
25 | Sign up that said Don't draw water from the river. i 
ai! CHIEF DENERON: Don't drink | 
274] water from the river. | 
28 | THE COMMISSIONER: Don't drink| 





water from the river. 


CHIEF DENERON: It was from the | 
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Public Health Department and the local nurse in town 
that put this sign up. Well the people just don't 
believe in that. If you told them that's poison water, 
they still wouldn't believe that, because they were 
here for years and years and years and this is the 
only main -- They always went over to the bank, got 
a pail of water, took it home and drank it. The kids 
went swimming and drank the water. That's the way it 
went on for years and years. 

Welly t's okay for is 
to -- like a doctor can tell us this, because we're 
humans, most of us will probably know what they're 
talking about, but what we can't get at, is how can 
we get the message across to the animals that are 
depending on this water, the fish and that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
for that further statement. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: . Is there 
anyone else who wishes to say anything this evening? 

JOACHUM BONNETROUGE: Ssworr 

MR. BONNETROUGE: 

Judge Berger, Chief Deneron and people of 

Fort Liard, last year I was here for approximately 
two months as acting settlement manager for the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. I know the 
dilemma that the Indian people here are going through. 
Many times, I've sat and talked and listened all 
night to them, even just to the matter of sharing, 


sharing experiences and even that means sharing a 


Love 
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cup of tea, and if need be, sometimes, it's sharing 


a cup of brewad by brew you know what I mean, 1t 


is something that the Indian people are able to cope 
with, not firewater in the white man's sense. And I 
talk this way because I feel that the people of Fort 
Liard are no different from me, even though maybe 
I may have gone to school for 18 years or so, and 
even right now, the way they are talking to you, the 


old chief, Daniel amen and the new chief, Harry 


“Deneron, they're begging you to ask and plead to the 


bureaucrats and the government in Ottawa, to try to | 
listen to them. And actually, what they're adding for 
is some recognition of who they are and what they are 
and where they are and when you mention where they 4re, » 
it means at least, don't let us be squatters anymore. 
Even the small piece of ground that you stand on, anc 
I stand on and Harry stands on, we do not own. le don't 
have title to it. That is the dilemma that the incian | 
is going through right now. And I am not only speaking | 
for myself, but I am speaking for the pemle of Fort 
Liard and Fort Providence right now, and just to craw 
another analogy, about seven years ago, we built a log 


cabin for my grandmother and five years ago, we buiit 


Pd ‘Sx 
ri AR pec Fat 


a log cabin for my mother, and then since we were | “S 
considered squatters, the people in the Government of 

the Northwest Territories, the Town Planning, I hate to | 
mention names, but the Government of Canada, supposedly 
working within the Government of N.W.T. considered them | 
not good enough. We were not good enough to build our 


own houses, so they tore them down with bulldozers, and | 
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| they put my grandmother in a brand new low rental 

2) housing. And my mother in a brand new low rental 

3 housing and the Both of them are right out of their 

| element. Whey ye even scared to touch the Tight switch, 

| And when they talk to me about that or try to say that 

6 | they're scared, I don't even know what to do with all 

7| my education. I tell them grandmother, mother, don't 

8 | worry, maybe one of these days since you've encouraged 
ey mée"with my education and So. forth, maybe I'T!l be able 

10 | to represent your case to the government of Canada. 

1} Mr. Berger, I sure do respect 
vou your integrity as a man and I know your experiences, 
13] and I read of your work in British Columbia as a lawyer 
14 and as a judge and even referring to children, I 
a just overheard that you were commissioned to hear what 

| 
16 | was happening to children in B.C. And in that sort of 
L#| a way, I am only speaking for myself when I say, I am 
18 very bitter right now, very, very bitter. But I still 
19 believe in pink power, which means about seven, ten | 
20 years ago, I used to work for the Indian Brotherhood ) 
21 for $150 per month and that to me was red power. And | 
22 in the meantime, making that $150 a month, I hac the 
23 patience, even though I didn't know I had the patience, 
24 | eae to know a lot of white people which the covern- 
25 | ment class on their formsOthers:' So in that sort of | 
26 | a sense, I believe in pink power, which in essence means’ 
27 when the white man and the indian and the Meti of the 
i 

28 | Northwest Territories north of 60 are pulling tocether, 
23 


trying to protect what they have, what they own, and 


eter if“anyone is ‘going’*to take it away from them, that person 


led 
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i I would like to meet. Thank you Mr. Berger. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

7 Mr. Bonnetrouge. 

4 PETER GARDNER: Affirmed 

2) | THE .COMMISSIONER: Peter 

6 | Gardner? 

7 : MR. GARDNER: Right. I 

| thought this was a time for the Indian people to talk, 

Of but three friends asked me to talk, and when they dic 

10 that, I thought about it and decided perhaps I should. 

i | My co-worker, Jane Christian and I are near the enc of 

12 | ana.5 month elLinguistic. anthropological istudy, in this 

13 area, paid for by the National Museum of Canada and 

14 | by the National Science Foundation. 

15 : THE COMMISSIONER: You and 

16 | your colleague, Mr. Gardner,are then anthropologists. 

17 MR. GARDNER: Trained in 

18 | anthropology and linguistics, yes. 

Yo I believe Jane will talk too, | 

20 on what she and I will both speak as individuals, what 

21 we say is tentative because the study is not quite 

aa finished. What the people believe is good and about 

23 life in the bush. 

wi || We are studying here because | 

25 | earlier research shows the Déne along these great 

sh rivers, are a very independent people. This kind of 

27 | independence is something that I have been studyinc in 

20 India and elsewhere and publishing about for over 12 

29 | years. The people are independent as individuals and 
30 as families. People in other parts of North America talk 












Rea 
ne a ae ie ey 





. a Sinai aca i apg PPR I 
bamst Ye _ARMOAAD Seid meine vey ‘ante’ Te 
9207 HORNS, FO a anton sbieak  ciemihe he | 

sith , eh chine al rae bce Hiren EMO HT 

i Ladin, AGAR. a pny itn teenie oe 
iiss od ‘elqooa askoat ont x0} a tnt eew ett tdpuods pe 
vib yoda nedw bas ,Alst ot om bodes abneizt sexs, Jud He 








-Sluode I aqadteq bebbood bas +i tuods ddpwods I ,3sd3. 4 OL | 
2o bao od? xpem 93s I bas nsizebxdd east .aettow-oo yM | te | 
Sint iit .ybude Lsolpologordins siseiupntl: dznom ef i) a | . 

Mas bbs: 15D, to mwoauM [snoisey. oft yd 20t bisq. 8925, fas 
| .foLishavo ia dearer edd yd | oft 

ban Loy TEMOLE 2SIMMOD FHT | ov mary vt jel 

.2tethologoudjas aed? 546, T9MbIsD 1M pees mwoy ol 

nt SoaitexT iAaMCHAD aM wae eee ta 1) 

.2oy ,eoteinonif bas uitcidadl BL 

, 007 Alss [fiw oasy eveilod i _ i) or, Vee 


todw ,aigubtvibal es Asege dod iliw 1, bas auld: site HO, 
ative tom ai ybuv2 od? savscod evitsined et yse ow 
twos Sas, boop eh wenn sigoag ons sedi shetgacta: 


yar ve jira taba pated. 92 aE ake TF 
seuspad, ated paeabuse a6 on _ ny 


46920 see prols: ena wits: supe anuauiiida 

So batd etat -eiqeog tnebnagaebnt YIeV 8 O%8 sexevit | 
ai aaiybuse sed owed T dad? enidtomoe. at epaabmegenet [oo 

St avee 702. duods pakietidug bes sxedveets bas stbat , 

ne? See Disab hobyesndne% 









ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Peter Gardner 1705 


BURNABY 2, 8.C. 

















| 

: about individualism. It is nothing compared with what 

24 we see here. These are really free people. 

| | Freecom is not ‘something they 

4) struggle to get, freedom is something they offer one 

| another every day. Living with them, and I've been very 
6 lucky to be able to share floors of spruce boughs in the 

‘| winter, which is ‘good ‘to sleep on, I also have had 

a4 experiences here such as Joachum Bonnetrouge has just 

s talked about, very lovely sharing experiences. Living 
2 withthe people,*you can see that they try to act with 
| respect, even towards people who are voung, or people 
13 who are confused or people who are different. They are | 
La tolerant beyond anything the white Canadians evr 
tat} experience . When the people here give freedom to one 
oa another, they give equality. Again,many of us have a 
Pent lot to learn from the pecple.* I'm here to see how this 
17 affects their ‘language, that's a very technical’ matter, 
| and it probably is not of interest to the hearings 
ae The people beliew, they : 
a7 mainly believe that the bush is good, that life in the 
as bush is good. They talk about this over and over 
cs again. Men talk about it, women talk about it, younc | 
4 people and very old people talk’ about*’it, they talk 
272 about1 tein tom wand they talk’ about at inthe push. 
a, They say the bush is a good place to take families, to 
a take+chiddrenty When they’ go out°anto *ehe- bugh,* they 

a change. They become a happy people. Don't misunderstanc, 
74 it is a hard life in the bush, they are certainly, thev 
49 

fe are onstantly busy there, but going with them, I have 

4 seen them change as they leave town, and the pressures of 
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..let myself talk,in those terms. They are ancient 


town life behind them. As a scientist, I have compli- 
cated ways of talking about what I have seen. Here it 
may be enough to say the change, the relaxed faces of 
people leaving the town, their altered ways of speaking, 
are documental facts. 

THE COMMISSIONER; Excuse me, 
Mr. Gardner, I'm very interested in what you're 
saying. You speak Slavey, I take it. 

MR eRGCORDNER se Wish oT eourd. 
I speak a few words. 

THE YyCOMMISS IONER: I hope 
you're not being modest. 

MR. GARDNER: iam, I mean 
I'm not. Jane talks more than I but it would be very 
presumptuous to try, Fo,.talk in Slavey. 

Le SOUNC Seca swt a am 
advocating the beliefs and the values of the people, 
let me say something about that. First, these are 


values that other Canadians can appreciate, so I have 


values though and we should not see them as the result 
of our better teachings. 

My study as a scientist of 
such value systems is a matter of scholarly record 
andeat ‘there is) as hinteor advocacy, an whats) say, 1 
will place my -- willingly place my scholarly record 
betore this: court, 

Third, if anyone says there 


are people around us who don't live by one or more of 


these values, I can only appeal that the people here are 
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Bh ie one. Peter Gardner Dye 
i not super human. Anywhere where drastic changes are 
| taking place, there are particular people who find it 
Hl Nararto live. by thelr traditional values. 
‘| In downtown Toronto, in Bast Africa, in Inaial in 
| Indonesia, or here, sometimes people in a moment o* pain, 
a are drawn to do the opposite of what they value. That 
1 has been studied too, and it has to he understood in 
i Context. 
a ; 
LEE COMMISSLONER: Lt Certainly 
wl am not accusing you of advocacy and if you were an 
m4 | advocate, F see nothing wrong In“that anyway, hut for 
| The record, Coulda Vou Drietiy wetare your Scnolar.y 
1 dualifications, if you don't mind. 
“| MR. GARDNER? -Okay, ©. could 
sat | GO sthat. 1. cook ra PhD in Anthropolooy, im 2965, rrom 
|| the University of Pennsylvania, and held two academic 
= teaching posts ever since, ever since 1962, I have been 
i engaged in reSearch, funded by grants of some size, to | 
st do studies Of the structure of the way of lafe of peorle | 
a such as this. I've held several such grants, and the 
air present ones are not the first. >f haven't wandered 
a into this starry eyed, I came here able to evaluate the 
as | literature and I came here with a series of publications 
| 
4 behind me about people with value structure like those 
| in this area. ‘That's what I was referring to when I 
a Said that I spoke as a scholar. 
a, 
|| THE COMMISSIONER: You've been'! 
so AMi 
oH Living on Liarad. here for i> months, 
9 1 
-“ MR. GARDNER: I've been livinc 
4 here’ Since dunes lor wast year and will be here until | 
i 
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near the end of next month. 

ptwant to talkwva TPrEele* bre 
about life in the bush. [In the study, some of our 
facts ‘still have to be ‘collected and studied, so there 
will be more to say later. Right now, I can say that 
people use the bush more for themselves than for things 
like “furs that they wish to sell. 

Onr-any aay "you wale co check, 
nine out-of ten of the houses will have moose meat, 
caribou meat, bear, beaver meat, wild chicken or fish, 
Tf city people find reasons*to“say that this fresh, rich 
wild meat and things like liver and so on, which were 
never obtainable here in the store except on rare 
occasions, if people in the city find reasons to sav 
that this should be valued lower than the infericr 
cuts that are sold in cans or infrecuently unmarked 
frozen packages here; “I’think’ it'’can still be maintained 
very definitely that the meat is still more valuable 
than the skins that are sold. | 

And the peqle use a lot of the 
skins themselves. Moose, caribou, beaver, wolverine, 
and these won't get counted in surveys of fur catch. | 
Almost any time there are several moose hides and others 
being smoked and tanned in the settlement here, and 
in the bush camps around us. Then thev're made into 
the moccasins that most people own and wear in preference 
Lo seo pootSs = they renuciurzeo*2an roors, they skins are 
used in making snow shoes necessary for life in the bush. 
The skins are used inmaking drum heads that are necessar* 


for people to come together and experience the happiness 
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Perhaps ‘more’ “important, “I have | 
/ 


a of summer days, summer nights. 
oH This spring, we computed that 
3 over 85 percent of the families from here, had spent 
4 | a substantial time in the bush during the past winter. 
5 | some, mly a few months, some as much as nine months. 
6 | some of those who stayed here all winter or part of the 
7 winter, were kept here, I don't mean they stayed, they 
8 were kept here for continuing medical treatment, and 
9 some stayed to serve the government. 
10 About ten percent are spending: 
Ti all summer at fish lakes too, 20 or 25 miles walk fror 
12 | here and more. It's a long statement, I'll be finisned 
13 | in a few minutes. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Take your 
ne time, we have lots of time. 
16¢ MR. GARDNER: Okay. Even 
12 people 70, 75 years old, lived in the bush in tents for 
18 weeks and weeks on end, this winter, in temperatures of 
19 20 below, 30 below, 40 below, Celsius, and colder. 
20 I have visited them, and found them in the midéele of 
out February, eating fresh fried fish for breakfast in their 
ee tents, working surrounded by wild meat and skins, 
23 Surrounded by snow shoes and sleds they have made. 
24 These are ithe’ people) inietheir 70's). 
! 


26) Seem people “of 20 tvears! Gliayrs Ottand 40, doing the same 


27) thing and calling it the good life. Even the TOuNg, Can 
28! still make several kinds of snow shoes, they can make and 
29 use the wooden traps and deadfalls the people made long 





30 before traders brought steel traps here, and began buyinc 
2 
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furs. This is something I've been able to photograph. 
When one family gets ten 
beaversnorsasmoose:or three or four moose, or more, we 
see the people: share.’ Meat is given to the community, 
but people who give know that some day meat may be civen 
to themsieThehsochal»fabricistmade up of ‘such threads of 
giving and receivingy mButcthis fabric will’ be torn 
as times change. 
Good irelations in the community 
depend to a considerable degree on continuing these 
patternsnofniguvirigtand feceiving. AlTlt.sisea part of life, 


that people think about and try their utmost to preserve 


‘as they begin to take new opportunities for wage labour. 


Again, we come back to their 
values. Values in action. Maybe selfish economic 
and political behaviour are inevitable. They are 
certainly not welcomed by many people here. Know that 
their Canadians who have yet to learn that these can 
be called progress. 

About the trap lines and hunting 
areas, I'd like to speak ot some patterns I've seen. 
First, when wou look lat a map, of trap lines, you en i 
see where people actually work. They're always countles 
little lines off to the side, that no one could ever 
map. Second, and this may be too obvious even to say, 
the animals don't live along the trap lines, the trap 
lines just cut across where the animals move, and 
trapping areas have to be seen as large complex, ecc- 
systems that can't easily be trimmed or adjusted to roads, 


to Steel pipes, to polluted tracks, such as that near 
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1| Bovie Lake and other such inerferences. 
2! MyPlace pointiisethnds>: that 
3) traps and snares are always being moved, you don't just 
an set out your traps, and snares and wait tor the animals 
2 | to come and feed you. You're always watching tracks 
6 | to see wherethe animals have been moving, vou're alwavs 
i predicting where they may come, and in moving the traps 
8 and snares, it's a very delicate process, hunting anc 
9 trapping require that people fit their lives together 
10 with the complex web of things that happen in nature. 
we Peoplesin this) part of the world) stil] can and do’. 
12 | THR COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
+3 | Mr. Gardner. Before you go away, might I ask you a 
| 
14 | couple of questions. You said that when the people 
15 here leave the town and go into the bush and to trap, 
16 | to uhunt,, to fash, they become happy people. 
17 | MR. GARDNER: That's right. 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
19 | DetoLlow. you, but do uyou want to enlarge on) thet. Are 
20 you able to. 
él MR. GARDNER: When you're : 
22 travelling with people in the winter and you get out 
23 onvthe trail, the people are very Jikely to say to you, 
4 | or to ask you how you feel about being in the bush. 
25 | And if you're finding dtla good experience, they re 
sé | over joyed. They themselves seem to relax when they 
ei i leave town. I've been to the bush with people I've 
28 | known for many months, and these are peqle who find 
ea | life is hard, as we all do. And when you see them in 
ee town, they sometimes look tired and they sometimes look 
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Peter Gardner x Se a 


upset, but get in a sled, get out to the trap line, 

and something changes. I may be RUtting this in ‘a rather 
romantic way, but oe is something that people who work” 
with me have seen too. Faces are simply more relaxec, 
people just hold’ their’ faces differently, they're more 
open, and they are overjoyed to leave the world of 

bosses behind. When you get out of town, there's no 

boss. And this is a tremendous relief, in the world of 
towns, you have people asserting themselves in auth- 
oritarian ways constantly. That's just the white world.| 
And it's a very heavy world, a very difficult one to 

live in. When people go out, they act as if they are 
free, and 1 think in fact that’s what they teel. “whet 
they have said to me many, many times, indicates that 
thiss is what they feel, 

AS a Matter of fact, it's 
something that we're very likely to find ourselves 
writing about, it is not just a personal experience. 

THE COMMISSIONER: By the bosses, 
I take it you mean the white persons in positions of 
AUC Ley. 

MR. GARDNER: Anyone. I mean 


anyone, people just behave differently in towns. Thi 


12) 


is a world of bosses and a world of being polite and 
it"s*a world of authority differences. Tt can tell you 
about something everybody here knows, for example, the 
indignation of getting to the cash register in the Bay 
and finding that your credit has to be checked on the 
intercom . It's not a happy experience. Town life 


Just filled with things like this: Where there is a lict 
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ob negotiating that was to be done. ..And this is a world, 
1 ptLOwn. .LViOu wee on ra .world im which behaviour is in 
terms of ones who have power and those who don't. 

We had some expressions of this earlier this eveninc, 
with regard to getting licerces, with regard to the 
procedures, that have to be gone through to get. resources. 
bhere isnitthessame, freedom,of give and take that is 
possible when one gets out of town. 

THE = COMMISSIONER: The .other 
question I wanted to ask you was this. You said that 
young. studied, other peoples in,similar situations, 
Similar contexts. 

MR. GARDNER: . Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I wondered 
1£f you could tell me what other people you had studied. 

MR. GARDNER: My main other 
experience was a 19 month study of a people who hunt and 
livestne the Dust ii south Andie. This was a.study that 
was conducted between 1962 and 1964, I since did, part iy 
through the literature, some comparative work, but mv 
actual field experience with people such as this, pre- 
viously, was primarily during that time period, 19 
months, with a people called the Palliyans in South India. 
But in the summer of 1973, as Ted Trindaland some other 
people. here know, I was in the sub Arctic here, doing 
some exploratory work that led to the present study. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
Thank you very much. Does your colleague wish to add 
anything:  Lt's’ 11:30, sand we ve had a full cay. ~ And 


tomorrow morning I'm going to visit the pipeline, the 
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1 Amoco people are taking me to visit the pipeline ard 

2 | I have asked Chief Deneron and Mr. Klondike to come alone 
3} with me. But when we get back, at 2 in the afternoon, 
4 | we will continue the hearing, if that suits everyone. 

5 So that we can listen to what more of you have to ease, 
a tomorrow afternoon, at 2:00. Would that be suitable 

7 | to you, Chief and members of the Council. 

si Maybe you could announce that. 
9 We'll adjourn then until 2:¢¢ 
10 | tomorrow and I understmd that Chief Deneron and sore of 
Ily the members of the council have to leave tomorrow 
t2 hasavhee and so do I, so I hope that we can all be here 
13 | at 2:00 tomorrow to hear the rest of you who still wisk 
La | to speak and haven't had a chance. 

1S So we'll adjourn then unti} 
To | 2:00 tomorrow. Thank you. 

17 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO JUNE 17, AT 2:00 P.M.) 
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Ti lr hy eae a > gl 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well ladies 
and gentlemen, we'll call our hearing to order this 
abternoon, and 1 snould say that I visited the Anece 
gas plant near Fish Lake this morning, and .we visitec 
the gathering lines and the gas wells and 

made an examination from the air of the whole area 
Or activity. asl owould like. to thank Mr. Savage .oft 
Amoco for his kindness in arranging ior us to see 
Amoco's operations here. On the way back, we visited 
one wor Mr..Johnny Klondike*s cabins .on Fish Lake, 
and Tsawould like to.thank Mr.,.Klondike fer takine us 
down to see his @bin when we were on our way back. 

We're ready to begin again. 
this afternoon and hear any of you who wish to speak 
now,.so.Mr. .Bonnetrouge. 

JOACHUM BONNETROUGE: Regumec 

Ma BONNET ROUGE. (Mr. Bercer ,; 
I am addressing you today as another member ot the 
unemployed, and yesterday I mentioned bitterness, anc 
i wasetalkang right oft the ton of my head, but today 
Lwaty trying. to rationalize withinemy ownpming what JI 
meant. yesterday, and trying to compare to my own self 
what I really meant yesterday, and what I mean to Say 
today. 

Yes, Jon interpreting «this: por 
myself, Mr. Berger. I said I fully recognize vour 


inquiry into the Mackenzie Valky Pipeline and as a merper 
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of the dilemma of the unemployed, the identify conflict 
within myself, it is something that I think you, Mr. 
Justice Berger, have had experiencel within’ Beery" Ses 
I.am going to takto you today as an Indian, a Treaty 
Indian and an unemployed Indian, and speaking for rysel£, 
as an Indian. 

ft am the number two interpreter 
in the Northwest Territories, and the number one 
interpreter in -- number one in the Territories wants 
to speak in Slavey, so there's a bit of a conflict here. 
soditliejustaegochead!innEnglish. 

As I mentioned yesterday, I wag 
settlement managerynforhiiard andeavloteoft mgirélatives ere 
here and my best friends are here, and I'd like to 
acknowledge the new chief, being elected five days aao, 
and being held responsible for carrying on and being 
involved into the Berger Inquiry and wht the pipeline 


meenentocthespecpletosh FertoLiardptand particularly I ar 


parr’ 


pretty sure Harry Deneron as the new chief also acknovle 
the old chief, Daniel lLomen. 

And just to withdraw back a 
few years, particularly when ITws picked up’at the ace c2 
Teby the RCMP and brought into the mission school at 
years old, and all told, I have been in the education 
system for 18 years. And my eventual dream is to be a 
lawyer, abikeoyourself)'Mr i Bérger;\"and ri don’t “consicer 
myself to be a judge of any peoples, but if I would 
accomplish a little bit of the integrity that you have 
claimed, that you work for, at least I recognize some 


of my dreams. 
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At the present time, I arn. 
like I mid, I wnt to really express my being unemploved 
and here comes my bitterness again, and I dont feel 
SQlLTyY*,Orelt areall, DUG as far as the. Ganadian 
Broadcasting Corporation is concerned, they have had 
dreams of involving the native languages in their 
broadCascting, and particularily in Fort. biara, 
when I broadcasted, people didn't hear me, just because 
it might have meant another 21,000 dollars extra. Just 
COPPuceUp san b.PaRo i. and 2 Know about all these things 
and I've trial to explain to the people here and tc the 
néw chief, and to the old chief, that native programming, 

it's a fight that.we have up here north of. 60, 

ana LOernal elu,s | 11. be tilogntanga, 

So I really understand what 
Chief Deneron and the former Chief Lomen mean when they 
ale Mn ar Carcicular dilemma, They do. not Knew what if 
happening. And if the radio reception is good, they 
pick up Fort Nelson and that is not Northwest Territorids. 
At the present time I'm speaking for myself as an erie 
I have never been Ty Eee but I might be subjected to 
ask for Social Assistance, that's a better name for 
welfare. 

But I know the system so well, 
Or i ve learned Lt So, good, soul Might. nave, to reiycn 
U.t.C. and you know what thac means, sir. -And those 


things, I'm not worried about because I'm speaking for 


myself now as. an iIndtan, 12’ ve got 4 303 rifle, I"ve cot 


a Ssnotgun, .a 22, 25 nerse kicker canoe, and i'm buLiding 


up my Own dog team, seven little pups, and I'm getting 
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1) shipped up from Old Crow, a dog sleigh. 
2 | Yes, Mr. Berger, and just to 
3 elaborate a little bit Poce I've learned just about 
4 everything that the system had to offer me. I know the 
5 Policies andathe programs, going into’ L,I, P<) procrams 
6 | and youth programs, and I have been management for youth 
7 programs and the N.W.T. housing program and so on, and 
inethat sort Of “a, respect, .| really “thank ‘the, people or 
9 Fort Liard, for their willingness to build their own 
10 Vogycabins ana, 1 was doing just,-- the only thing 1 ee 
| doing was just the paper work and talking on the telephone 
12 | from Fort Liard to Yellowknife once in a while. 
13 | And here is some more 
14| bitterness coming out, and I hate attacking people, be- 
a cause we, particularly Slavey Indians are not the 
16 aggressors as known in history, and throughout history. 
17 | We do not conquer, we are not like that, we are sharers, 
18 we are welcomers, and I'd like to mention a few names 
19 now as far as the Corporation is concerned. ° I’m quate 
20| at liberty right now so I'll mention Pheobe Nahanni, 
21 tried at, Wally Firth tried it, Albert Canadian tried 
22 | it) and Albert is from my own home town, and ihe triec it 
23 and could not succeed, because the system would not 
24 | let him operate, the system won't cooperate, the system 
25 | won't change for the better. 
2G | Re far oas.i'm concerned, Mr. 
21| Berger, and your inquiry, I am fired, that means I 
28 | don’t have to work anymore, but 7 can still keep on 
29 | living and using the land and what the land has taught 
30 me and to practice the skills that were taught to me by 
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Chief Harry Deneron 


my uncles, my dad, mom, grandfather. 

I don't want to take up 
any more time than need be, sir, because I believe you 
are going to my home town, in Providence, in September 
or in the fall some time, and by then, I'll have a 
written submission to present to you. 

Thank you very much for your 
time eir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Mr. Bonnetrouge. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF HARRY DENERON: Resumed 


CHIEF DENERON: I've been askee 
by one of my friends to say a few things for her. 
She's a native Indian lady,and she said -- 
THE COMMISSIONER; Would you 
let us have her name? You don't have to. 


CRIED: DENERONtcohs Pald that 


T dom £ think PF better. 
we all don't like the pipeline, we don't benefit from 
the pipeline. She said that in the old days, this 
time-of the year, towards the end of July, it all means. 
hitting back’to make dried" fieh for our dcods;*and 
pick berries, the kids will pick berries and the mother ' 
will make the dried fish and the father will go hunt | 
black bears, and what not. She say that this time cf 
the year, these kind of animal get fat by 
eating them, fresh ripe berries and she said that's 
all she has to say. 

Myself I'd like to say a few 


more things before -- I like to go home pretty soon, I 


| 7 ies 
ati? | age a uy. 
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have to get ready to go to Fort Simpson. I'd like to 
thank Mr. Savage for taking us over to Pointed Mountain | 
Gas Pipeline Plant and myself I learned quite a bit from 
going over there. While we were over there, we had a 
discussion, and I like to bring some point out again, 
that the native people in Fort Liard does not benefit 
from this pipeline. 

When the Forestry guy, thev're 
talking about, I forget his name now, but he told the 
people that there would be a pipeline going out of 
Pointed Mountain and there would be at least jobs f& ald 
native people for two years, that's when the permit | 
== land use permit wasissued, to this oil company, and 
one of my friends told me that other people, other native 
people were very happy to hear this news, and it means 
jobs for everybody for at least two years. And he said 
himself had a job on this pipeline. And while he was 
working on this pipeline, he got hurt, so he went to 
hospital for very short time, and when he got back, when 
he was ready to go back to work, he was told that the | 
pipeline is finished or just about to be finished. AE 
all this pipeline started, from the time it started, and | 
to the time the whole line was finished, he figured | 
about three months or somewhere around there. 

And also, that the oil ceneaee 
at that time offered -- promised there would be jobs 8 
the plant, after construction was finished. Well being 
Over there today, I don't see any native people working 
over there, and all I know this one native person, 
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hear rumours that Panted Mountain might be shut down, 
if not this year, in the near future. This comes from 
the government people. 

What I'm getting at is this 
young man taking a course or whatever he's doing for 
this oil company out there, maybe by the time he gets 
back, there won't be any place to work for him at the 
Pointed Mountain. 

The reason I'm saying this 
is that maybe some other oil company might use the 
Same scheme, might use the same meaning, promising 
other Indian people from down Lower Mackenzie, I don't | 
know how I could say -- luring people, or I don't know 


just how to put it, but they will probably use the same | 


thing. Promising the Indian people that there is 


going to be jobs, they're going to be this, there is 


going to be that, and really, the Indian pecple don't 


Set enorning ous of 1t, 

That's all I. have to say for 
now. I like to ask Mr. Berger, Judge Berger, that I 
know I like to speak about a lot more, but’ I understanc 
there's more pipe inquiry to be held in Trout Lake, 
perhaps at that time I can refreshen my memories’ “te 
say more. ) 4 

THE COMMISSIONER: Alse 
inquiry visit in Nahanni Bute and Prout Lake in 
August, and I would be very happy to hear from you ac on 
ate that tine, Cher. 

EARL DEAN: Resumed 

MR. DEAN: The question I'd | 


like to ask concerns the notice in the Hudson's Bay, 
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Earl Dean By ea. 
Fred Logan 


where it says that Westcoast Transmission Line is | 
going to hire 12 people on Friday. And I thought it 
might be useful for tha Liquipy "ko knowral little sbit 
about those job conditions, like what kind of jobs they 
are, whether they're long term jobs, if they mean that 
men are going to have to be away from their families for 
a long time, what the pay scale is, and just what kind 
of public reations’-gesture "itris. \Is it!meaningful 
work, that's the eal question. Is it meaningful work. 

THE TCOMMISSIONERs, Ictden't 
know if there is anybody here from Westcoast. 

MR. CUTTTLPRALE? ! eMr. | 
Commissioner, Mr. Littledale of Westcoast Trans- 
mission, I would like to ask Mr. Logan to speak to that 
question. He is the superintendent of the area, and 
he will be doing the hiring. 

THES COMMISSIONERs “Well, 
perhaps you could come forward and be sworn sir. 

FRED LOGAN: Sworn. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What's your 
name again" I'm sorry. 

MR. LOGAN: Fred Logan. 

Pivist,Pdy would ‘like tto--try 
to describe the jobs. © They will all be hand work, and 
I'm sorry I didn't get that. other chap's name. 

THE COMMISSIONER: He spoke ea 
the Inquiry once before so he hasn't been sworn. 

Earl Dean. 

MR. LOGAN: Yes, well to 


answer Mr. Dean's question, I don't think 1t can be termed 
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| 
| as meaningful work. It is pipeline repair work, we're 
2 going to repair 4 hill, a sandy hill that we can't 
3 Operate machines one We're going to repair it by hand. 
‘| The people will be transported to the site with a 
4 helicopter, we expect to work eight days, with six cdavs 
6 off. We'll bring the People back to their homes after 
" eight dayswork. And we will continue at this rate Eni sob 
a the job is completed. My estimation of the time 
>| required to complete tte joh is something inthe 
10 | neighbourhood of two, no better, three weeks. Three 
ay weeks, it's a small job, and it won't involve any creat 
Mey amount of time. We are going to supply all the focd 
| 
| stuffs, and a man we have hired in Fort St. TORN. OF 
14, Pore Nelson, I should say, “Mi. "George Bain, ‘wild manage 
i 
a the job. He does this for us on an intermittant basis. 
| He doesn't work for us on a regular basic, but he does 
ie go out and do these jobs for us, and we Vstiania hie 
8] people in the area and George tkes care of it. The 
19) hourly rate will be $5.04 an hour, with all expenses 
20 Paid. Does Mr. Dean have anvyiwing ©urther fo that, oar 
a have I answered his question to his satisfaction? 
a THE’ COMMISSTONER:” Well mayire 
ial you could just answer a question for me. What happenec 
a Co ithi@lha Llitharw® yarire reparring: 
y ME wOGANs “lt Ss, 6 sand nid 1 
ioe and we have erosion on the hill and the type, oO: Country 
ar it is, makes it almost impossible to get a machine in 
id to work in the summer, and a very dry summer, I think 
201 we would have a little difficulty in walking up the 
30} the 


aaa CiIghttofOway lJ! P6ewalk up/right of way under the present 
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conditions wouldecatsehitrouble;}éor createruts), which | 
in turn would end up in more erosion. However, this 
hill is not that big and we think that we can 

control the erosion by hand. However, we may not 
completely solve this problem this year, it may picuase 
\ 


more work next year. 


| 
| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 
have any further questions, Mr. Dean. Mr. Logan says 


he's willing to answer them. 


MR. DEAN: Not at this time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well, 
thank you. Thank you Mr. Logan. | 

(WITNESS ASIDE) | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is there 
anybody else who would like to say something this 
afternoon. toFather. 


FATHER MARY: Sworn 


THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder 
if you could repeat your full name for our benefit. | 
\ 


FATHER MARY: Father 


| 
Mary, M-A-R-Y. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you.|} 


PATHER MARY: Mr. berger, 





I wuld like to say fewwords and through you, I'm speaking | 
especially to the 
Mhite peoples, so Indian peoples I would call my | 

| 
family now here, adopted if you want. You'll excuse me| 
if I Will disclose a.few little things, maybe they 
Wilt net Like too much, but you know, its a family 


aftair and we don't dike to put our thinking in public | 


but for the best, for the understanding Ietween whites | 
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| and native people, I think we have to look at the 
2 | facts as they are. 
3| ; I was asked to speak anc 
A my first reaction was no, because, as you.know, there is 
5 | Auf lots syandel sconsider the white people ac Indiar, 
-| peoples both, you know, sharing my heart and I'm sad 
7) to see this trouble between them and if I am speaking 
| Now,sas) | told vou, 1s to, close, the cap, the .unccoperat@on 
Q | between them. 
i 
1 | I have been here for 20 years, 
li when I came I could say there was no town here in 
oe Fort Liad, beside the. store, P.C.M.P. there was nc 
ay School, there was no, nusse, there was no people. , The 
ve) people were living out of the bush, Now, you heare eens 
‘te Ivfe an the bush is) something good. . 1 would not say 
16! the wphocite, wut Leaievonly partyot the truth. And 
17 all the peopkwho swear to say all the truth, they 
18 Oni. Say partvct if. Now, towill add maybe jhe Jgnowr 
19 | Dartwot it. a leact tom somemo! guhem, ) or sore.or Wale 
29 you know, sincerely say what they were peated an colar! 
21 | but forget the,other, part. | 
22 | And, Lt was «tl wanted. .to 
23 broucht up. Gite jn vtke bush as not salways ecacy.. nd 
24 | we could say, I say that especially for the white 
35) peq@le to understand that, in the bush we Could lave, 
ie | or I could say, we could survive only if we ohey to the 
27 | Glimate, ~@o the season, tothe push. And the bush 2s 
»g | a, Kind of wteacher. (We could not argue with it. 
23 | People in the bush, because you know, the game 


is not that numerous, there is not so many fish, there 





























fi is pant, ioltth isi “ih, ia >" 

| bins santje ohoaseneiten Af oe (ah) vy 
ay breds ) won Boy, en, yoeunded) soa, wb 
0 tte bee 26 olqoeq ottdw add x | rants 

| Pigee n't ‘brs tuned yn pitixada wort soy: (394 20tqo0q 
painesqe ms 3k bos mods Hegused elduoss aids one ot 

sit eTIdOOI RE | boda asp ont aepion ce: ek up eabnicN, I es won 
| Mas y rer eee 





.2asoy 0 202 ator nesd sved T 
at o1sd mwot on asw oredd yae Bilyoo I smpo I nodw 
26 sw sxedt -4.M.9.a » epiete. edt ebteod ,buit 2107 
67 .elgosq om esw store ,\9210n Of BBW oxodt tools. 
jets beset voy ,wok  _,deaud Prey to 400 paivil o1ew slqosq 
vse toa Bivow T . .boop. paidsomor e2i deud ant ai stit 
Pak gars ait to t1isq ylno at 3i gud ,otbeogqo srs 
vadt ators edt Lis yee ot xsew2.odw dgoeq oft 116 
TT M ant ol yeun hobs iitw I. ,wou ti Jo t1sq yse yiao, 
1ryita shoe 46 mpl, io omoz 703 tase 36 dt to 2768 
painnids gia" yoda geile yee Lheseorae wont voY 
-258q sadda edt Joyro%, aud 
ot podem T paw ate bak 
raat sae ps a his feud ody ai ota 40 soque 
) \aved /Btges ew re ots, ik 28d Paste tebe 9 
td 08 vedo ou 3 ln avbvaye lueo.ow er BLUe te) 
at deud edd, baw wc aie $e PORRE, ont ot emanetee 
tt adhw supze 3 dpa tiie AP recs 10 ; c J 
aieals Paaquiighgd pe aeetes rt Biba s 









-- 


ro RE ae L-TD. Father Mary 1726 


NWSEY 2, B.C. 


is not so many game, people will lead us to live by 
themself, or a small little group. You know, when you 
read about the white people stories about Indians, 
numerous, that muld have been in the south where there 
was A°CLOt BECLEEP@ALTosabutimttheinorthysathe number ef 


indians has been always a small, little number. The 


land could not feed toornany people when vou are hunting. 


Nowrifioyou sbaxt ca war,ycthat is “semething elise, 


HULL UStigouyknow; they landeby Atself,titeithey knew how, 


it was not so many people and when you heard even some 


tribes that disappear, you have to understand that a 
bit to go to my own ground, 
to the Bible about the fight between one king and 
another king in the Palestine. It was just a shepherd 
with a few little camels, a few little sheeps and the 
fighting against one living on the next mids). Ae ARG 
here in the north we have all the stories about 
different tribes, has to be put on the scale for the 
reason, and it is easy to understand, like 1 told you, 
for the reason there was no food for a great amount 
of people, I mean, around this district, because Ve 
you go in theback land, you got all the caribous, 


and the situation will change. So I'm not speaking 


about the other item, you know, I'm just giving you my | 


statement and what I do know here. 
So the bush teach 
the people, but we have to follow it. I give you a 


apes 
—_— 


few example, as a white man, excuse me, to put mysel-, 


you know, as an example, but I came and I was trained 


as a white man, to plan everything ahead. Okay, you co 
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the bush. 


1 that today, you get up at such time, tomorrow you. do ) 
. thateands soi onvenSoeIi tried to} with the good background 
3 | I got, I tried to do it and then I will tell you 
4 | after two or three years, I was completely nlavyed out, 
5 You could not fight against this climate, like the | 
6] oil company came with the cat,, with caboose, with oil and | 
7] so on, but when you are by yourself in the bush with | 
3 | your dogs, what could you do. When it is 50 below, I | 
9 | will advice you to stay home, in your tent and cut wood 
10 | and not be concerned to go such place. I did it and | 
11] Lipav for it. 
12| So anyway, just to explain, 
13) you have to follow the climate. You want to visit 
ld) your traps, you choose to visit your traps, it's 
15 | snowing, so you visit your traps, you got’a couple of feet of 
16 | ante ONnthe top and you have to do it again in a 
171] big walk, hard walk and no results. You want to go 
18) ana nunt’ in jWetes0: below, not a bit of wind, you 
19) could walk and moose hears youmles away and of : 
oe course, you come back home with nothing, so usefess. 
22 So you could not fight against that. So what you do, | 
22 | you Sust® “bend yourself to the nature. I say to | 
| 
| the nature, I don’t say to other people because you | 
am live by yourself, or with a small amount of people aro | you. 
25) So, you are not ready to cope with some other human 
26 | being. You bend to the nature but not to others, and | ! 
27 the bush is a bitter teacher. 
28) But the bush is a good teacher 
29,| but in the same time, like I told ymit's hard to live in 
30 | 
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1| Last winter it was warmer tha: 
2 | average, it was real warm and above average and you 
3] get that kind of a winter, iste easier than some othér 
‘| winter, ['vebeen, you know, travelling in the bush, 
2 
| and other people know that here. I have visited, 
6 || I would say every place where they were trapping and 
7 | I did meet quite a few people wh had nothing to eat ané 
- | just, I would say, they were surviving, they were not 
: living. So that is a fact and I even know some little 
10 |i children who die of starvation. And that is a fact. 
a Now the fact of Ano os 
aa the climate, following the life of the hush, obliges 
| you to live to the present time. You could not live 
14 | in the future, ox. plan, like I mentioned te vou... You 
ma have to live now. You don't plan ahead, so when you 
16! are doing that, doing I would say, generation after, 
17 | generation, centuries after centuries 
18] what does happen. 
19 | You are just as intelligent as any people else, and 
20 | I say Indian people got just as much ability as anyone 
21 else. But this environment, this way of life, did make 
22 | them live in the present time. And I would say, that 
| is a part of the.culture, and it is semethine great. 
a4 | Look, take an Indian man after killing a mocse. That 
25 | is something great for him, one of the best things he | 
om | got. So his friends come with him, have a good meal., | 
27! He's happy. Hes not worried about tomorrow, like 
28 quite a fewwhite people who did get a good job today, 
29 | and say maybe tomorrow it will he different. 
30 | maybe tomorrow I will be fired, mayhe tomorrow my wife 
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would be sick, maybe tomorrow, you know all these 
stories’ yourself, ‘I ‘don't have’ to explain to vou how 
white man are living. And biiae is not to make you harr:. 
But Indian people are. They have some happiness in 
their heart and they are keeping this value 

and is a great part of their culture, you know, and 
that. We) a restilt’'of the Wife in ce Sus. “Ane lor 
just saying that, you know, maybe I have not too much 
influence in the pipeline, Tut that help tc you to 
understand how they live and why they like it and 
that is something great. Maybe I should let them 
translate. 

THE INTERPRETER Noy” that's 
ohay, Ot’ s part of nytast rade anyway, sO it's’ all 
here. 

FATHER MARY: The £2ee Or 
living: at\ the pesent time, like I told you, make 
peoplevreact in front of let's say, properly to use a 
white man's word, because you know when you speak 
ino® Slavey there is no abstract words. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No what? 

FPATHER“MARY: No abstract 

no 
words. You know, there is/such things as strength, presen‘ 
as you know, peace, war, you could say okay,man is 

strength, . 
strong, but Anerée is*ne such” thifig.°“Ttist “real concrete | 
words. | 

Se''anvyway; "tO go back to “what 
I wanted *to°letryouwsknows "THe fact of -biving “inthe 


Fesent times. No use to keep things for tomorrow. 


We have it now. So enjoy it. Now, the reaction of my | 
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1| brther, if I've something I'm not using, he will come 
| ; 


ine) 


and say share it with me. You don't use it, why do 








3 | you wait, tonight you could be dead, tomorrow, there 

4! could ke a big fire and you could be flying and taking 
5 | your dogs and going out, so we choose to keep it for 

6 tomorrow, because I'm living the present times, that 

7\ explain to you why the way I react in front of one 

| people who got something when I don't have it so Isay, 
9 | you. share it with me. “And in thev’indian way it is’ not 
10 | polite:tol say nols Tf you got a big pile of wood, I 

11] don't have any, you know, I will say, that here is 

1 you receive a phone 

1a conventional way between the white people jand so vour 
3) | secretary say who's calling, sy I'll go and see and you 
ma say, no, I want to speak to this man and the secretary 
15 4 say I'm sorry, but the judge is away. So white people 
Ke | get, Indian people get the way of their living the 


same as’ the ‘whites, and “for them, it is ‘not’ polite to 





18 | say no. 
| 
DOP Now maybe they are sharince 
20} not always by charity, maybe it's by interest, but 
| 
215) anyway, in fact they're sharing. So when they meet 
22 | with‘all their ways, their culture, their sense of 
at the value of the life, when the white man came, with 
24 | something else, automatic. ally there was some opposition, 
29 | WLEth that ; because the white man, came lots of thincs, | 
| 
26 | Indians have no things so he say, you share. And he 
i : 
a don't understand why you don't do it. Because you know, 
28 | he's not looking as tomorrow. You will say tomorrow, 


| I will need it, but he will say, okay, today you don't 


Rieracr dies) need it; “give itto ’me., You ‘know, that is quite a, I 
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so you have a different /value 
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but now, to be fair, who came in the north? White man. 





You know, when they came. 


THE COMMISSIONER: What? 


FATHER MARY: When white man 
came in the north, for which: purpose, we have to be 


honest, and we should admit that white mancame in the 





north not to help Indians but to get money. You 


know, as it stands, there is nothing wrong by itself. 


. There is nothing wrong by itself to come to make money. 


| 
| 
But he came for that and the Indians, you know, are | 
looking at this thing and they say they came for that | 
and they are not helping us. And now if I was asking 
for every people here, for every people here to leave 
this room if they are not here for money, excuse me : 
Judge, you are doing your job too, but you are paid for 
it too, and you have to leave the room just the same. | 
You know, it's not a personal attack, but it's a fact, | 
and you know, we have you to face the fact and not to i 
change the truth. We have to admit that. | 
Now at the same time, — you | 
could do your job with your best heart, and do it naybe 
beter than I do, I'm not paid, you could do your job | 


for money maybe better than I do mine. I'm not saying 





that as a personal attack and I'm sure you don't take 
Ttitasiisuchwoda Butianyway,eat cis taetact. 

So white people came, and | 
for Indian people, like Iws mentioning to you, life | 
in the bush is not easy, because you know, you could not 
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fight against weather and when you have just a4 poor 
axe to cut the wood, it is not always easy and you have 
to hunt, and you've got the deep snow, you've got to | 
break trail for miles and so on, it is hard. | 
So now when you are back in the town, Indian is back in) 
the town and is looking at the past he forget all the 
hardship, and remember only 

this not having any people imposing the rule 

so you always remember the good part of it. But if | 
we are asking why so many people are here now, I mean | 
native people are here in town, it is because they | 
found the life in the bush hard and some white peonien| 
are, some of them with a good heart try to help them 
by welfare, and myself, if I was in their place, I would 
not be sure if I would have the courage to say no, ent 

say I'm able to go in the bush, because you could have 


easy things and the bush is hard. 


Now white people get easy | 


LETS pa tes what the Indians who look at it. 
They see white people -- | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse mes 
is it what? | 
FATHER MARY: White people | 
got easy life, in the eye of the Indians. It is cold, | 
the white people go in the house, turn the thermostat : 
and got heat. In the 50 below, you have to go and | 
cut the wood. So now most of the white people who came 
here, now, get easy life. If you go back about 100 
years -- | 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Vw 
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everyone is not sincere, but I heard personally from | 


7 When they come to the north. White people come to the | 

2 north. | 

3 : FATHER MARY: Yes. If you 

| go back about 100 years ago, it was mite, not even | 

quite so far, especially between the two war, it was | 

P some white trappers, they came, and I never heard, . 

H now I don't mean I know everything, some people could 

| say the case was not true, but I never heard that 

4 | this white trapper did have any trouble with the natives. 
i Why? Because, they were living like them. They were | 
1y on the same level. They had hardship hreaking trail, 
12 setting their trap and so on. They were living like || 
| other people. | 
ey Now you see white people here 
15 | in the north. Most of them are sent by the government; 
16 | and the government say, we send them to help the native 
a people. But they give them all the comfort, all the 
EP facilities you could have in Edmonton or Toronto and | 
19 when it came to the matter of helping the natives, 
20 | they say okay, you ae buiia vour houge, now if I ved 
oa asking you, how many people among your whites here are | 
vs able to build their own house, and we impose on the | 
2 native something that most of the white people are not 
24 able to do. We ask of them too much. And I don't | 
= | think it's fair. : 
46 | So the government just use 
27 anyway, the same scale, but with different weights. | 
2g | One for the whites, one for the natives, is a fact, | 
29 is too bad to say and now some, I would not say 

| 
| 


| €eve 





at of soo elgved edit shoe a ele gee | 

ee ser? vu cue Vel, 2 ae ios hi _isten 
io woy 22 case “YaAM ABHTOL cin Be gon, hae OUR We? 
nove gon ,etisp aew 3 \ops aIBSY 00L suods, Aosd op 


gow ti .1ew ows od aeswied yilsineges ,x82 08 ettup 
\bised seven I bas ,emsp yet ,eteqqsss estdw ome 


bLuoo elqoeagq smoe venidsyzeve worst I asom ' 0b a wou 
tar? based teven I sud euxs #on BBW S269 pe yee 
ssevisen ont At tw elduost 8 svsi bid xeqgsx7 3 dw iy 
| axew yout meas exit paivet S198 b ao (9208998 syd 
ber pridssud qtdebued bad yaoi - fevel emse sit 0 
ONil enivil stew yedT .cao o@ bas qest ileds enissee 
.slqoeq ‘tenkso 
axon olaceq esgidw eee voy wor : 
SPORT SAVES eit yd dee ets medt to seoM -faton ont nt 
pikiten eit aled of mast baee ow .Vvee taomarevoy oid bas 
arf3 Lis ,zoimon serict Ife mats evip yan +06 -slqooq 
base otnoLoT 10 aotnomba fib sven blues voy eoitiltos? 
Bovisen ont patglod to tettem on? hid emso st feriw 
bisw rt ti won ,sevon wwoy bi bud bivos uoy y ya2to yee yor 
| o26 Sted goxkidtw TWOY PMoMms elqosq yasm won ,voy paites 
| ait so s8oqml. ow beets ,seved awo tied? Biiud os sids 
“doa os olqosq atidw edt to seom ted3 pnidtemoe evissa 
. $*dob T SA .Aorin oo merit to Aas ow ‘eS ae 
| | -tist e'3i Amids 
eeu stave FHOMTEQVOR sit of 
-egdpiew jaozetitb itiw gud ,olsoa emse ond syewyas, 
,fos? s al seovigen odd x02 eno ,eedinw eit 202 220 
yar jon bluow t ,omoe won bas yee o3 bed ood ak , 


mox? y{Lsnoezeq basen 1 gud ,ezeonte son el snoy1eve 





1734 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Father Mary 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 











1 some members of the government, some Statements let 
2 the people speak, so you make a meeting. Now, the | 
a white people react in front of the meeting. When | 
4 you make a meeting you ask people what do you wat. So | 
5 automatically you know, you think if you ask what I 
6 want, I will get it. No, in the white man way of doing | 
“a4 things, it's just to fill some report and say people | 
/ are thinking about this and about that, and so on. | 
all They're not thinking about giving it. But now, what | 
| 
it does happen when people just do not have any education, | 
| they feel frustrated, they went once, twice, | 
12 | three times and so on, so finally they say they got a | 
1G forked tongue and they try to cheat us and tell us a 
14 | bunch of lies and people get sore on this matter. Se 
15 | it is better if you could -- it is harder for the white 
16 man to understand Indians for this reason, but to under- 
17 | stand him, you have to ask him, and if yau ask him, he 
i is expecting to have a result right away. And if you | 
19, have no’ result, ) it’ is useless te ask him. | 
12230 So the best way I suppose is to be living like them | 
21 and if you live like them, you will understand, you 
22 wilIenot have to ASK. | 
as hed ft came/here, I was just | 
24 | Vike a kid, I did not speak, I didn't speak Slavey, | 
25 I didn't speak English, or very, very few. ~So-I didn't : 
26 | have to go and ask the people, why you do this, why you : 


27 do that, but I was living like them in the push, so 


| 
| 
| 
| 





23 automatically you know, being in front of the same problem 


i 


Ggs I did give the same answer as them. And that helped me 





| 
30 to understand. But if you live in a house and you just ge 
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in the bush once or twice and ask the people, look at | 





them once, and then draw a general law, you are com- 

pletely out, and that is why quite a few reports that 
have been made are wrong. Because on the top of that, 
when penple are asked something, don't forget that | 
people like I mentioned to you, people are living 
in the present times. So when they are asked something 
they, are answering with this idea; of having a result. 


So for them to have the result, is more or less 


| 
| 
| 
thesthinds tat will. bring! the: result. And the i ta 
of truth is not the same for us as it is for them. | 
So smetimes we use the same words and the idea is not | 
the same underneath and the results, you know, is 
not. thet good. 

Tonuo, back. to. the mattes of 
houses, I would say jobs are about the same kind. It 
was the power plant repairer here, a white man. 


{ 


The government gave him house, with all 


could 
the comfort, now he is an Indian man, he/built his ,own 


shack and live as he want. So why? That way was done | 





for the power plant. School teacher got, everything, 


Suppose some native got enough education and got a jcb 


of teacher assistant, they could build their own shack 
and we don't care about them. Even now in this summer, 


there is some. -- a couple, of people working for the 





forestry, 1 was. told that maybe it's not too correct, 
maybe some people could make some detail of that, but | 
anyway, I was told that they got the same job as some |, 


Indians, so right away we give them facilities and | 


the poorIndians have to live in a poor shack. So you 
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So, it was what the Indian people used to do in the 


1 know, there is two different ways of life, that make : 
~ people bitter on this matter. | 

‘i So now, I was telling you, | 
4 the life in the bush is a good teacher. Now, a 

.) | teacher is someone who is supposed to prepare a child 

6 | to go into life. So the so-called education given in 

' 

7] the school don't prepare them for the white man's way 

8 | of life, you have the result already of quite a few 
9 years of teaching here, and just keeps them back from | 
10 | the bush. | 
“tt Now, years ago in the bush, | 
LaF people used to let their kids do what they like, so 

ia something good come out of it. Because it was a 
+a hardship, life in the bush was hard, and when you have 
1B hardships give you a gooder formation, you know, that 
16 | give you experience, and experience in the things that 
17 | you got unlike if you suffer. 
18 So the kids do not need to 
19 receive any spanking, to receive any, you should do | 
on this, you should do that, don't touch this, don't 
21 touch that. Anyway, people living in the bush, did | 
ae not have so many things. But now the trouble here in | 
a town, people, kids are going to school. They are i 
ae raised like white kids and between us, the result of , 
amu a schooling of a white kid is not that good. You know | 
7 that yourself, because with the new theory we should | 
27 not put any pressure on the kids amd let them bloom under 
8] the sun of the Lord, and let them do what they like. 

29 

ie 





bush, but with -- with the apposite of hardship. 
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But when you are here in town, kids do what they want 
in school, so when they come. back home, they don't 
have any hardship either. But what does happen, the 
parents are ready to ask them to do something. 

When they were in the bush, they used to, it they 

did not cut wood they were cold, if they did not 

see the rabbit snare, they did not have anything to 
eat. Now welfare, so people got what they want. 

But the parents muld not say nothing, because they 
say, well the teacher let the --all the kids do what 


they want so they came home and they say, I will do 


what I want and besides that, I'm smarter than you. 
You know, a bit of education is worth not at all. 
It's just like if you give a sharp knife to a kid of 
two years old. A sharp knife is something good, 
but not in the hands of a two year old. And this 
bit of education is just spoiling the people, 
anyways, the way it's done. 

So the main opposition, 
you know, in the culture, in the way of the teaching, 
I would say for the whites, you learn how to work 
by playing, you teach them games and you people are 
supposed to learn how to work this way. And it is 
not all the Indian way of teaching a kid. The Indian 
way is you teach people, you teach your kids how to 
work and if there is a bit of time besides that, then 
you teach them the good times, but you teach just the 
opposite of the white man, and that explains to you 
the trouble. 


Men pass from childhood to 
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adult life. The study of history teach us that in. | 
the world, years ago, every people were like Indians, | 
people now, hunting and fishing, and living out from 
the land. But that is a stage and life is something , 
that we could not put under a globe for ashow. Life ig 
a charming, we change, like it or not, 
a child become an adult. And Indian people have been | 
living in the bush, but they will have to, like or not, 
I'm not a prophet, but anyway, I say, in the law of 
the nature, they will have to come in this way of 
life, maybe with some accommodation to their own way, 
but they will have to come and live together. 
It is the only way of progress. 
If you live in the bush and doing anything, you choose 
your clothes, you're looking for your food, you could 
not progress, but you go all together, 
and one man start to do -- to be a specialist in one 
thing and also in other things and that came, the 
progress came out of it. 

And it is something hard to 
change. No people like to change. We always more or 


less have a temptation to look to the back and to sa, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
"I was happy like that, I want to stay like that." | 
But we have to face life and ‘admit’ we have to Saar ed 
And culture is something changing. I was mentioning | 
that our grandparents maybe were using stone axe, and | 
the first one who did it, achieved something great. | 
But now, who want to go back to this way of life, and | 


to use a stone axe, everybody want to have a chain saw. 


Of course. No people want to go back and play with a 
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his child, what he do, he could walk fast, but he love 


1 bow and arrow, except I would say, just like white man ,, 

2 like to spend 11 months in the office and get out for 

3 one month and camp-and go. back to the life like 

4 again for a month in the summertimes. But it is just 

3 for a, break,.and, not. for to make.a living: out. of 1k. 

is : So things are changing anc | 

7 | I think Indian peopk when they took guns and forget. | 

8 about their bow and arrow, are not less Indian 

| for that and Indians living in the bush or living in a 
2) town,..they will, not be.Jess,Indian for,:that, and, they | 
a) could be proud and. do~something GKESt OP this, matter. | 
12 | But for that, I would say, it would “ more help anc | 
al mere cooperation from white people. Harry Deneron, the 
oil chief, was mentioning that people did not benefit from! 
1s the pipeline and I will agree with him. Why is all toes 
16 | gas taken out from the north to help the white people 
il in Edmonton, Seattle, or anyplace you like, and 
1a the people, get a kilowatt of electricity, I think, for 
| about two cents, anywy maybe my figures are not exact, , 
| you could criticize them, and here we have to pay coat 
21| l5.cents, ar kilowatt...,And that,» yvou.know,.1s something 
2 that myself, I think is wrong. So all the pipeline | 
a I think to help the people south, should be the gas | 
24 | coming out should be shared with the people here in | 
25 | the north and you could put,a -turbine...on 3 | 
5 | Pointed Mountain and get things here. We have to 
27 | Share, share the good part and share the bad one. 
ay Now, ,to.finish I will. say, 
" when a adult, a father is walking on the trail with 

| 
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will slow down. Maybe it is asking something hard to 
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his children, he wait for them. So if white people 
are smart, some of them are smart, 
and could walk fast, if they did have a bit of love 


in their heart for their brother Indians, then they 


do5* butial bitymt vlove md, thinkjrwillisettle lots of 





problems. It is not justice that will smooth | 
everything out, it is love. Because when you start to, 


speak about justice, where my rights start, where your 


rights start, it is pretty hard to, and most of the ted 
are more or less based on agreement. There is some | 
basis, it is true, but sometimes it is just agreement | 
between white peoples and Indians don't see that and | 
we want to impose to them, something that have 

absolutely no meaning to them. 

So we white people have to 

slow down to wait for their brother Indians and I will 


just finish to say, when you got a family 


the father, the mother, the kids, some are working 


hard, some others are not, the kids are maybe, ask to | 
set the table, the girls to wash the dishes, but anyway 
evry people eat, and fill his stomach and it is what | 
I think we should try to remember and share everything | 
all together and be friend all together. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank .you 
Father. 

(WITNESS ASIDF) 

THE “INTERPRETER:;,-L was going 
to ask you, this is just the feeling of explaining baal 


| 
way of life to you, so I can't see that there is any | 





i ss siiaw Bh o@ alto si ao a 
flac deme es med? 20 noe “(Sanna ois 
gvot to did 8 overt bib yoda! 2E \dapt alswbiuod bas 
‘yous. mons \ansibal xedvoud stedd xot dined tiedt az 

of bxsed pitiriyemoe paites et +i edysM .awob wole Iiw 
to at. elstoz {ltw ,Ankds I javol to tid s tud ,ob 
‘ djoome LLiw teddy editeut tomer ST .emeldozg 


se ere age alate Ca LA 


amet a eran 


, Ot #1828 YOY nedw sauaced .evol et ti \suo pntpsyxeve 
Hae a qzerw juste eddpix ya sxernw \eptsest tyods Aseqe 
ya oils to teom bas ,oo bist yssexq ef i Shall) esi ls 
| ‘page ae siedT .3nemesrtps mo Bbeesd sest to exom | 91s 
| Snemeaites seut at $f gomtismoa tud ,suxt @f 3k ,alesd 
pas Send o0e 3' nob ansibat bis aelgosg Stiniw nsewied 
. witha suits pnifitemea mot ot ssogii oF snsw OW 
thy Juapsia ais pniasem on yletuloeds 
of oved elgosq stindw sw oe 
“Lite i bas eaneshal ssizord xiedd x07 4tsw ot awob wole 
vito? | = top voy neriw \¥es Of fekat? Jaut 
prsatzow ots emo (ebix edt ,yedtom edt ,tedist oft 
| (OF, Awe vadyam ets 2612 ort ,fon 918 erodto emoa , bist 
esevne sud ,eeriekh end degw ot elxie ons ,eldses oft toe 
| gad @b 4k Baw Howmote ale L122 bas! she) Sigqoeg Cure 
pninsyzeve exede dna xedmsme oF ytd bivode ow Antd3 
| /xedtepod Ils belts sd bas —— iis 
lroy Sued? s8@WOLS2IMMOD BHT | . | 
| ; 2 -todta% 
‘(gates eeamrtay 
paiop sew T aaTaaeasent zr 
on 





wv] me oelaie a. il 
. , ‘ ‘ be a ae p 
a i : Ue Ly » 7 we - 
; ’ 


- h. 
a i 


ital thae'So: sae ation sae | 





1. 





; 1741 
ALLWEST REPORTING L.TO, 














BURNABY 2, B.C. Jane Christian 

1 sense in repeating it all over again, because you live 
Zz in it and if you are ‘satisfied that he is only letting 
you know the people are feeling, so what you say to 

4 | that? 

5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 

6 | that's all right with me, Mr. Trindal. 

7, Well, you might just speak to the members of the 

i council here and you decide among yourselves and e191 
4 abide by whatever -- 

| THE INTERPRETER: They're 
11} Satisfied because it's only repeating something that 
12| is existing every day. 

| 

13 | THE COMMISSIONER: All Pient, 
14 Well, is there anyone else then who wishes to say 
15 | anything before webring the hearing to a conclusion, 
16 | here. ne Flor tediard:-. 
He JANE CHRISTIAN: sworn 
" MISSYCHRISTIANIS hope that 
I don't take too much time here and TI was also hoping 
20 tht more of the people and particularly some women 
na] would come forward today to give their view of the 
és Situation. In any case, I'd like to speak for the 
=) people here and I want to make it clear that although 
24 | t am here on a research grant and so on, I'm speaking 
25 | for myself and not for my sponsor. 

26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
27) give me your name please. 
28 | MISS CHRISTIAN: Jane 
29] Christian. 

30 | 





Hl THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
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ull Hla Jane Christian 
1 Carry on then please. 
2 MISS CHRISTIAN: I am here 
3 on a research grant, along with Peter Gardner, and 
4 we are coming to the close of this 15 months field wor 
5 here. I might give just a very short indication of 
6 | qualifications,for the comments that I might make. | 
7 I do have a PhD degree in Anthropology and Linguistics 
8 and have several years teaching experience at the | 
9 university level. And have done previous field work | 
10 in four locations with eight different grants. This 
ll has been in both North and South India, in the Navaho | 
2 group of Southern Déne, very dosely related to people 
13 here, and also with the Chicanos d the American | 
14 | Southwest. Both the latter very independent minded | 
15 |. groups, like the people here. What particularly | 
16 | impressed me in the testimony that the people here . 
17 fave given, are a set of values and characteristics, | 
18 of life here, which I had many occasions to sxineoce 
19 in the 15 months of field research. 
20 For one thing, this is a. 
21 low key protest, from the people here. And eminently 
22 reasonable, I think, and furthermore, these protests 
23 have been delayed for many years. I would say 
<4 that implicit in testimony is the fact that these 
25 wople are very patient and long settling people, slow 
20 to anger, tolerant of outsiders who come baming in and | 
af again, these people sayover and over again, that when | 
ni we Moolah's first came in, that they were the ones to 
me help feed us, to help hunt for us, help us to adjust td 
30 


these surroundings, and in the early days perhaps, thi 
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1 led to the survival of the early Moolahs. 
2 Again, people here, I've | | 
3) heard many times, feel outsides have simply come | 
4 | in to their land and begun working in it for apparently 
3 enormous personal gain. The feeling is that this has | 
6 | been done without even telling the people what is | 
7 | going on, let alone asking their consent and permission 
3 for the use of the land. The feeling further is that 
9 this failure in communication , the failure of outside 
10 companies to share the work or returns, and the spoiling 
11| of the land itself, bespeak a lamentable ignorance | 
12 | of reasonable behaviour. Again, this has been a low | 
43) key protest. 
14) This is the first time the 
15 | Déne here have voiced grievances of lcng standing. 
16 | They're virtually unanimous in rejecting the pipeline, 
1? | from what I have heard. For practical reascns they 
18 have already well puRiea There are other reasons 
19) perhaps not so easy tO ‘explain- or state orvtalk about, 
20 which I will try to say something about. | 
21 | Some people have suggestec | 
| in the outside, that indications are awage economy | 
“3 is the only future for this area and therefore, Juelaee 
24 companies should come in and so forth. That this | 
25 would be the only means of livelihood for the Indians 
- This is simply not so. The Déne have a viable sake! 
my still alive and healthy, with its strong values, ana 
sad its knowledge md skills, still utilizing these to gain | 
a a living from the bounty of nature, here. This is no | 





a3 dying art ‘but one full of vitality. Especially in the | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Jane Christian 
i bush, there is cooperation, and eager work and 
2 learning, the delight of young and old. People here | 
e have almost to persons, been very generous and patient 
4 in sharing their knowledge and skills with me, an 
5 outsder and in sharing their life style, allowing me 
6 to observe and take part in bush trips, family life | 
7 and all the skills involved in getting and processing | 
8 wild foods, shelter, clothing, tools and so forth. 
9 This is a relativey new community here at Liard for 
10 permanent residence, as has been said before, 15 or | 
Lit 20 years ago, hardly anybody stayed permanently in pour 
12 | According to our data, about 15 percent of households 
13| neyey, Om rane lysistay ~anithe;bushwat this point. About 
14] 14 percent stay out from one to three months in the. 
15 bush, another 15 percent, three to six months and the 
16 | majority, some 55 percent, stay in the bush over six 
17 | months of the year. These are figures which are | 
a Subject to yearly modification and also perhaps not 
19° entirely accurate. This does not bespeak, however, 
20 | a town oriented community. Bush homes are the real | 

| | 
21) homes, if I may say so, the ones where care is lavished| 
OD) work is done and where the heart is. 
oe A wide area is intimately | 
= known and utilized by the people here as we have seen | 
20 before. I have put on a map some 100 Dene place names | 
26 | for this immediate area, and judge this to be about one | 
27 | fourth or one fifth of the total. These are places | 
cy which are intimately known and used, beaver lakes, | 
29, muskrat lakes, fish lakes, mountains and so on. | 


| 
30 People, here had to do with a minimum of outside materidls 
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and influence. At the same time, some of the people 

here have been most ohservant in noting what skills 

are useful in Moolah or white man's economy as 
demonstrated here and are making uphill strides to ‘become 
self sufficient, to stand on’ their ‘own feet in: this 
new world as well. Ths includes perhaps ten percent 
of the families here and others too, for whom bush 
skills are equally or more important, and valuable. 
Here, aS in other areas the people are free to choose 
amongst themselves and independent within their own 
society. 

It is not an easy life in 
the bush, as has already again been explained. One 
might go hungry or get frostbitten, bears can be 
dangerous creatures and game can be elusive, accicent to 
a man alone or even with a partner can be serious, far 
from help. One man here at the age of 16 was hunting 
muskrat alone in the spring when he broke his leg on 
the treacherous ice. He spent some five days without 
food, dragging hmself slowly back to the settlement. 
Still, he and others like him value this hard life | 
above all others, and go further and further afield | 
in the search for unspoiled territory, in which to earn’ 
their living in the way of the Déne. 

The naturai environment 
itself is venerated and respected. One does not 
take from it without giving back. And one does not 
greedily grab more than one needs. One lets the earth 
and plants and animals restore and renew themselves, 


by letting some areas lie unused for years, and then 
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returning to use them again. Youqmn't depend on just 
one area, you would wear it out. Traditionally -=+ 

THES INTERPRETER: That's 
just what I said. 

MUSoVvCHRISTIAN. BExact ily4 
Traditionally, families have travelled long distances 
after game and all forest and lake foods, returning to 
areastin’theire season. The Déne still continue to 
travel to some extent, but their movement is more 
restricted now. Still the net work of relations 
persists and people over wide areas and from far 
settlements are tied together by kinship, friendship, 
language and mutual history. 

The Déne way of looking at 
a new problem and quickly figuring it out, in a new 
solution, whether this is figuring out how a moose is 
TosnNgeancst CoCkhing lt ites behavyionn,. onde rebulldang 
a skidoo from incomplete bits and pieces or in tryinae 
to understand the Moolah way of life, this is Practical, 
clever and guick way of trying to come to soluticnrns. | 
This is necessary to succeed in bush life, depending 
on tradition and yet not being bound to its details, | 
being ready to consider new tools and new ways of | 
doing things. 

Ps haGho nutrationeal quali ty of, 
bush food and bush products, excellent construction of. 
clothing, shelter, tools) .transportation webhicles;, this 
sort of thing, many different varieties of boats and 
canoes and so on, are an example of the things that 


people do here. There are few things in the environment 
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IL There are few things in the environment which go 
2 unnoticed or used. And few are wasted. There is 
3 detailed knowledge of habits and behaviour of AB ee 
| i 
4 | locations and times for the use of plants and so on. 
3 And knowledge of how the different animals and plants 
6) all fit together in a complex and shifting pattern. 
7 And it is an intricate knowledge which requires years 
a of experience to master. 
9 While I've been here, I have! 
| | 
1 found that the people can identify out of over 300 | 
a Species of plants, for example, in the area, approxi- | 
aaa mately 200, this is positive identification, have ! 
acl names for nearly 100 and uses, often multiple uses for 
= the majority of these. 
sea The major species of fish are 
16 | all utilized different ways, the same way with the 
a | mammals, other than mice and what not. The bush is 
a | always full of different problems, some sudden , whieh | 
| require quick and accurate reactions, and solutions. i 
- | From four years old to the very elderly, the Déne are | 
= and have to be very observant of their whole environrent. 
22 There is great aesthetic involvement also, among the | 
oh people here. There is aesthetic satisfaction, artistic 
1) satisfaction in the decoration of clothing, the nageaninee 
a the mukluks, the mitts and so on. Design also in 
~ social respects, in the saving sense of humour which | 
a we have all seen, which decorates and embellishes 
= social life and makes the hard life easier and Craws 
a people together. 
a There is also a great aesthetic 
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2 Lda NE a Jane Gristian 
1 and religious satisfaction in the land itself, which 
2 provides the stuff of life and the means and ways of 
3 | getting it and which with the forests, mountains, | 
4 lakes and rivers, is very beautiful. People young and 
5 


Old delight in the changing seasons, the golden leaves 


























6 | of autumn, the first snow, the return of birds in the | 
7 spring and eagerly anticipate the work of each season in 
7 its turn, beaver hunting, netting of fish, berry gathering, 
9 | moose hunting, the return to the bush for winter, fishing, 
10 trapping and hunting. An appreciation of the natural | 
aia | beauty and bounty of this great country and the wish , 
cd to keep it from being spoiled is of course not confined 
13| to the Déne, it is a deep feeling which we can all seaue 
14 and which will hopefully bring us together in a reason- 
15 able settlement of differences. 
r6" A people and a nation's 
17 | strength can be in diversity as well &w in unity. 
18 Diversity which is given true recognition, rights and 
19 | respect, and a reasonable amount of self determination, 
20 | That!.s all. | 
21 THE INTERPRETER: You know | 
22 the old saying, the mountains are beautiful, but lI mean 
23 | walt till you live in it and you'1l1. find out whether | 
| they are beautiful or not. | 
25 | MISS CHRISTIAN: They're | 
26 | hard too. | 
at | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
28 | very much Miss Christian. 
on) 





| THE INTERPRETER: You pulled | 

| 

| 

50 me through a knot there but I made the best of it. | 
| | 
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‘ seismic lines, 30 or 40 miles the other side of Pointec 


Phillip McLeod 


MISSsCHRISTIAN: © I'm sorry 
I pulled you through a knot. 

THE “INTERPRETER: «I came 
here as the interpreter but here you're trying to 
pull me through signs, it's a different thing all 
together. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well I'm 
sure we all -- 

THEULNTERPRETER: ‘I thope 
you all forgive me for trying. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
we're, I think just about at the end. Does anyone 
else wish to speak? Yes? 


PHILLIP MCLEOD: Sworn 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead 
Mr. McLeod. 
MR, MCLEOD: "I Just wantcte 


} 


make a short talk about oil company winter roads. | 
TEE COMMISSIONER: Oil company 

winter roads, yes. ! 
MRY MCLEOD? “Yes. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on. | 
MR. MCLEOD: The oil rigs, | 


distrbing the mimals by making roads to the oil rigs, 


Mountain and on the way to the rig, I seen a place 
where a cat had been pushing a bear den over and 

been walking over and the bear naa been out of it. 

I seen oil tracks, I worked there a few days, I didn't | 


see any fresh tracks, that means they starve or freeze | 
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ae bda iit LTD, Phillip McLeod 

L to death. Besides, it's not only the bear, 

2 | it's other animals like beaver, squirrels 

i which the natives depend on, for meat, for the pelt, 

4 | which they get money for, and on the road, they re habe 

>| lots of beaver houses by puding the houses down with 

6 a bulldozer, destroying lots of animals. 

” One road I work on I see all this, but if they open 

ai up other roads, lots of other animals will die. 

9 | If they put the pipeline through, that means that | 
dl they're going to destroy lots of animals. And they | 
cal make hundreds of roads all over the Territories every : 
L2| year and new roads, have destroyed lots of the animals, 
13 and money for the natives in the north. | 
14 | Around this area from 
15 | here to Hahanni, you see all kinds of cat routes, 
is hundreds of cat routes all over, all around, two 
17 | miles around Liard it's all cat routes, every two 
18 or three miles you see cat routes. And it's not 
| only two or three miles, it's hundreds of miles lene, : 
29 | right through, down the Arctic, you see all cat trails 
7 right through and seismic lines. They destroy lots of | 
oe animals in the north. Maybe the oil company don't | 
23 realize that but, the native in the north knows that. | 
a4 . That's why they are fighting so much about this pipeline, | 
25 | going through the north. And the pipeline is not | 
26 always safe. Sometimes they break, and could destroy | 
27 | lots of animals, even 20, 30, miles from the B.C. border, 
ad | from Pointed Mountain to Beaver River, the pipeline 
29 | goes right across Iiard right down to B.C. Lots of 
30 | 





people depend on fish on the river, during the summer. | 
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Lucas Seya 


All summer, there's lots of fish, all kinds of fish 


on the river. But lots of people are afraid that 


the pipeline might break and destroy all the fish on th 


river, on the Liard rivers. And that's about all 
I have to say for now. 

LUCAS SEYA: Sworn 

MR. SEYA: (Interpreter) 
He would like to tell you what has happened to hin 


living in the bush. He says he's the one that when 


he was 16 years old he broke a leg and want five days, 


it took him five days to get to town and he said he 
had no matches and no food for that time. And he 
spent a lot of years in trapping and he was trapping 
and the oil seismic outfit came in, and pushed all 
his traps out, but he went back and bought some more, 
I didn't like it, he says, but I never told anyone 
about it, and I've been trapping every winter, ever 
Since for fur, but he says, to my knowledge, he says, 
I'm not blaming anybody for fur, but he says ever 


since all the seismic came in, the fur has been 


diminishing. He says I was a trapper one time, always 


made lots of fur, but lately , he says, I've been 
falling back, he says, not that I wasn't trying, but 


he can notice that the fur is diminishing, 


And another instance, he say 


he had traps trapping beaver and the seismic outfit 


took his traps and ice chisels for all that, but he 


| 
| 
| 
| 


never found out who done it yet. And he once worked on 


the seismic outfit and got-hurt,’ sore back, but he didn't 


know any better, he wasn't feeling well, so he quit. an 


} 
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: 
| 
. 
| 
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Phoebe Nahanni 


he never asked for no compensation he says, because he | 


didn't know the difference, he didn't know the rules 


or anything else. “Jus that, he says. He just wanted 


to let you know what he went through. 





PHOEBE NAHANNI: Resumed | 

MISS NAHANNI: To begin with, 
I'd like to thank Mr. Savage for the tour this morning, 
He told me when I came into town that he had read the 
article that I had written in the native press, and | 
wanted to put a few things straight. So I went to ae 
plant this morning auean a few things straight. Pe) 
thing that really stuck in my mind is that the people | 
in Liard will not get any gas from Pointed Mountain ana 
they won't get any gas in the future from Pointed | 
Mountain. The people, Amoco is operating as a business, 
they're in there to make a profit, the Indian people | 
in Liard are given token benefits such as mayhe a Scour, 


| 
maybe a lunch, maybe a greeting, the roads are there. 
Amoco needed the road, they shouldn't boast about ree 


people using it, because they needed it and they built | 


itavePertiodé 


| 
I could say really, really | 
lots but I think for now I just want to make some | 
observations and maybe a few remarks about the lack of | 

| 


people involvement in Liard, in the kind of development 
that was initiated from outside of the north. I | 
noticed reall, when I came to Liard for the first time, 
that people, men particularly, always have to leave | 


Liard to earn money, always have to leave Liard for a | 


job, whether it was government, or whether it was some | 
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1 exploration company, and to me, it's not a solution. 

2 It's not a solution to the unemployment situation in : 
3} Liard. There should be an effort on the government's | 
s| part to support the people, on their idea of some sort 
5 | of a community based economy. | 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
. they jut want to change the tape. We'll just stop for 
7 30 seconds. : 

9 


Carry on. 














7. MISS NAHANNI: Two thinas | 
S| I wanted to mention regarding the Pointed Mountain | 
a Pipeline development. It's there, people accept it, | 
13 | well, it's there. They could put a bomb in it I 

14 | suppose, but as it is, they see that it's there and 

15 it will probably stay, so I should think that in 

16 order for native involvement, in order to create 

17 | native involvement in any future development, anc 

| possible pollutions of the pipeline on the environment, 
a around Pointed Mountain, that perhaps th:re should ke | 
ny a local environment committee where native people will 
a have decisive control. And that they will he notified 
22 and notified from time to time so that the water inten 
23 polluted, and the fish aren't dying from the water 

a pollution to the satisfaction of the native people. 

a | The reason why I'm saying this is that evidently the | 
government is not to be trusted, because a perfect | 
27 | example is the arsenic pollution in Yellowknife. 

si | If the people can't be ensured about preventing 

29 pollution, then all operations should stop, and ! 





Pei the people should have the decisive control. 
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i The other thing, the second : 
2 thing, is that people in Liard have been Saying, as ! 
3 a lot of Déne down the river, that this is Indian | 
| 
4 land, and royalty is like a tax. At the moment, the 
5 government says this is Crown land, they own it. | 
6 | So the oil companies do business with them, and so | 
7 | the government gets the tax, gets the royalty. )- But 
8 Indian people, Déne people are saying that we own the | 
9 land, therefore we should be getting the royalties. | 
10 This sort of arrangement will probably be worked out | 
a in the future, and it may be that Déne people might | 
2 be sharing the royalties with the government. | 
13 | In any case, the Déne Sansa 
14 have to benefit, they have to see it, and they have 
15 | experience it. 
16 | The final thing I wanted 
17 to mention is that I suppose, I don't know what I 
18 could be doing to work on us, if I was employed for 
19 a pipeline company, but the way I think now, and the | 
29 way I have experienced it, my dad, and a lot of Déne | 
21 people who are capable of working, it always seems as | 
22 | if Déne people like to be their own boss, they've | 
23 Said it many times, and the way development is happening, 
24 | there is no way that Indian people are going to be : 
25 their own boss. Nor would they be trading their own | 
26 | kind of jobs, if outside initiated development continuds. 
27 Pipeline development does not convince me that -~ it | 
28 | doesn't convince me that we're ane to in the end, | | 
| 


| A 4 

| have a good way of life. It's contradictory. Whether 
| 

| 


some of the younger people who have a bit of formal | 
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i education, whether they want to work for the company, | 
2 it's up to them, it's their own option. When I began | 
3 working for the Brotherhood, and it's quite a few years. 
4 back that I've really supported Déne independence | 
3 politically, economically, it wasn't something that | 
6 | I took out of interest, it was a commitment and for a | 
7 lot of people it is a commitment. I was just a young 

8 | girl when I experienced the first kind of development : 
> in Simpson when the government took over the schools : 

. and they had a lot of white people come to Simpson | 

1] | to build a hostel. I really saw the negative effects | 

12 | and experienced the negative effects of sort of a | 

13 | population impact or ee know, white people coming into 

14 a community and taking over the whole scene. 

15 : And I understood English and 

16 | I heard a lot of them at the time laughing at us and 

17 | it was so terribly ignorant md maybe that was the time, 

18 maybe before that, but maybe that was the time when | 

19 I was convinced that the white people, a lot of them 

20 | are so ignorant, are really, really ignorant and | 

21 like, I heard somebody say before that, that maybe the | 

22 | white people should wait for the Indian, but I think 

3 it's the other way around. I think that the Indian | 

24 | people have been waiting for the white people for 

25 | quite a long time, and the Indian people, the Déne, | 

26 | could see that the whites would -- are destroying not | 

27 | only the environment, but themselves. Their basis, | 

28 their values are unfounded, they depend on technology | 

ey | and technology keeps changing and becomes obsolete. | 

30 | | 


The common belief and the basic principle that Déne 
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Betty Menikosh 


people have cannot be described as an experience, 

and if white people want to experience the same thing, 
then they should listen to us more. And that is about 
all I wanted to say for now. 


BETTY MENIKOSH: Sworn 


MRS. MENIKOSH: Judge Berger, 


although I had intended to give out my own personal 
views, -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Your name? 

MRS. MENIKOSH: Betty 
Menikosh. 

Although I had wanted to 
give my own personal views and opinions when the 
inquiry came to Simpson, there is an incident that 
happened that may affect Liard and us, and it is an 
example that has urged me to come up and speak. 

A study had been done for Indian Affairs in 1973. It 
was titled the Social, Economic Impact of the Pointed 
Mountain Gas field and it was written by Michel Scott 


and on page 37 in this study, it states, 


"Fort Liard is moving in the| 


direction of Fort Simpson." 
It goes on to say, 
"Pointed Mountain Pipeline 


has the virtue of easing the transition to the modern 


society but not suddenly upsetting tradition activities. 
| 


This means what is happating in Fort Simpson is a good 
thing and shows us the future for the Indian people 
of) .the-north." 


Well I happen to come fron. 
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1} Simpson and the so-called transition isn't what I 

2) would like to see the people in Liard go through or 

3 any other communities in the north. And also, I 

‘| agree with the statements of other communities that 

| have said in the past, we do not want to be another 

6 Fort Simpson. 

i 

i In Simpsonjsal bethespolitical 

| power is taken from the Indian peopk, the chief and 

a the Band Council have no power or any that is 

10 | recogized by the others of the community. This power 
7 is all in the hands of a handful of white people and 
a they @1ll themselves the hamlet council and the 
13) Chamber of Commerce. 
14 An example of what now 
3} happens in Simpson is, the Chief and Band Council 
16, requéested@that all Viquor”outlets for fhe 
17 | duration of the General Assembly, which is going te 
18 | be held from July 18 to 23. The Chief and the Band 
cll Council represented the majority of the population in 
20 Simpson and they were supported by the Indian Brotherhacc 
214 and the Metis Association of the Northwest Territories, 
22 who also represent a majority of the north. 
23 | However, the Territorial 

iH 

24 EigqueveBoard did approve it, but the handful of busine”: 
25 | people that had interests -- 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: The 
27 Territorial Liquor Board what? 


MRS JOMENIKOSH: Had approved) 
| thec=- 


THE. COMMISSIONER: ‘Hac 
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| approved the shut down? 

2 | MRS. MENIKOSH: Yes. And | 
ce) the handful of business people that had interests in . 
4 these outlets contested it and we just found out 

5 yesterday that the judge had ruled in favour of the | 
6 | outlets be open during this time. And by this decision, 
7 I just feel that the right of the Indian people in | 
| the Mackenzie District is trampled. And the will of | 
2 the majority is overrided. This general assembly is | 
10 really important to us because it is at this that | 
kal the people from all over the Territories are going to | 
a make some decisions on our land claim settlements. | 
13 | And nee important thing to us and this is why | 
v1 we wanted the outlets closed for only six days. | 
es: | If this is an example of what 
16) occurs nm modern society, then we must stop this pipeline. 
aty/ Do the people in Liard want similar things to happen 

18 to them? When we come to you in all the community 

ne) hearings, we are saying to you, and to everyone, let | 
aor us say and decide what we want for ourselves, give | 
2 us the right to govern and control our lives and | 
an lands once again. Thank you. | 
= THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
24 very much. | 
25 | Well, is there anybody | 
ee else? Lfithexe, tsnbt, hich ’asksvou Chief, nif. vou wish | 
’ to say anything before we close the hearing. | 
28 MR. DEAN: Can I ask a question. 
29, I know you want to go for supper. | 





i 
30 THE COMMISSIONER: No, no, na. 


| 
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af Govwehead.s. Well, carry..on hor ,as..long ias people want 

2 || us to, but when we stop, we won't be coming back this 

3 | evening, that's all. 

4 EARL DEAN: Resumed 

5 MR. DEAN: This is aqmestion 

6 | and the reason I have to put it as a question is 

7 beeause I'm not exactly certain. of the facts in the case. 

} mO> thevgeneral outline iof the. situationsis this. The 

95) Pointed Mountain Pipeline came, the prospect was 

| announced that it would be built. The Indian Brother- 
AGA hood, a representative of the Indian people, took a 

12 | position on the Pointed Mountain Pipeline. And they 
13 | did it because I think they were trymg to work out a 

14 | bargaining position with respect to development. 

15) The Indian Brotherhood said,"We don't want the pipeline 
16 | until there is a land settlement.” 
17 | Now, if my facts are correct, 
18, I think my question should be directed to Father Marv. | 
19) Because I think his advice to the people at the time | 
20 | was, go to work for the pipeline and I think he's right 
: in saying the people are poor, the people need work, | 
22 the people need jobs. So rather than boycotting the 
“3 pipeline, I think people did go to work for the pipeline. 
24 | And now here today I heard Father Mary say that he didn't 
25 | think that the pipeline had benefitted the people all 
26 | that much. You know, there's been a little bit of work 
27 here and there. 

28 | Now, his advice to the people 
29 | was that. I would like to know -- you're going to make 
30 | a judgment about this matter, he made a judgment once 

| 
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Father Mary 


and he was wrong and now the people are dealing with | 
that situation. You're going to make a judgment and 
you're going to, in effect, you' re going to advice 
people whether or not they should work for this 
development. I understand you're going to advise 
the government, you know, perhaps you could advise 
the government to advise the people what they should | 
do. Should they work for a pipeiine before there is aj; 
land settkement or should they wait for a land settle- 
ment before they work and how are they going co" cake in 
the meantime. So I'd like to hear from Father Marv 
whether my interpretation of that little bit of a ere 


is correct and how he feels about it. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 
want to say anything, Father Mary. Do you want to 
respond. 

| FATHER MARY: Resumed 


FATHER MARY: Yes. We go 


when Indian Brotherhood came, I could not give you the 


exact date, and it tells you some old people, it 


back a bit of history, as far as I know, I was here : 


i 


was (Skavey name) who is dead now, excuse me, I just ae) 
his name in Slavey, I forget his white name. | 
He's a grandfather of Pauline Dentente (?) who is here .| 
And I think Alexie Behile | 
too has been interrogated,if I'm right. And most of | 
the best times, the people were all the day working on 


| 
the pipeline. Anyway, doing some jobs 
for the -- across the river. Now, it was here at | 


this time, the forest ranger, his name was Keith Kepke (P) 
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i THE COMMISSIONER: What was 


fo 


his name? 














3| FATHER MARY: Keith Kepke. 

‘| THE COMMISSIONER: Oh yes. 

| FATHER MARY: And he was 

6 | working in connection with the people from Amoco and 

7 trying to do his best to give jobs to the people. 

3 | So when Indian Brotherhood came, they ask these old people 
9 | some statement, so these old people now you know, | 
10 | they were quite old, they give some statement, I don't) 
- know exactly which statement’was given, I was not | 
12) witness, and I could not say what exactly was their 
a answer, but what I do know, that after that, it was 
Lal) broadcast, I didn't hear that myself, but they 
| broadcasted something, I think on the CBC saying that 
16 the people from Fort Liard did not want the pipeline. 
17 | So, the forest ranger was really upset because all 
18 the young people who were working, who were after hir 
19 | to get job, asking for some job and he hears that on 
a Ene radio; “and ne said myscli;u tom trying todovany=— | 
sl thing, 1 iam asking, 2 look like a’ fool because I'm | 
22| asking this oil company to hire people and after that : 
231) broadcast om the radio, they dont want, to have the 
ee pipeline. So he did organize himself, a meeting, but | 
25 | now I should say, at this time when the people were | 
sas working on this slashing and so on, the main pipeline | 
ae was already done. And across the Liard River alreacy. 
28) It was some work after the work had been done alreacy, | 
pan and I could say that only one among the 35 

30 | 


| 
| 
| people, did attend the meeting, and among the 35 young | 
| 
| 
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l men who did attend the meeting, it was only one who 

2 | make some objection on this matter, and he say, what 

3 will happen if the pipeline bust. So his answer 

4 ig just Gas, not O11) sand it"sverossing already the 

5 river, and it was more than a year ago. The main 

6 | reason for them to work was given by the foxst 

| ranger, on this matter, was'Look, you have to live today, 

3 you need a job, you are asking about a job, and here 

9 are some jobs, why to fight it.’ So the people did 

10 have to get some money for living and they did go, | 
147 and I agree with the forest ranger. So the forest 

ii ranger, after that phone CBC and it was about the | 
ike. interview by phone and I don't know exactly what was | 
14 | the broadcast after that. It is a fact that I do know. 
base I suppose I answer the question. 
16 | Now may I add something? 

| 

17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
28 | FATHER MARY: This 
19 young men who have been in this meeting are the men | 
20 | who were working and today I forget to mention that | 
27 you have, I don't know how many young people who are | 
an out fighting fire, and who-aLa not give any statements, 
23 so if I should say something, you have some good | 
2a | answer things about the feeling of the people, but vocal 
25 | don't have the feeling of all the young people who are. 
a away. So you know, it's part of the truth. Now, 
27 | there could be a feling, I don't say that you know, 
28 to put down what was said, maybe they will just reinfarc 
29 | what was said, but it is a fact that they are not here 





1762 


and this is what I wanted to let you know. 
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1} speak, I don't know what's going on. 
“| Well the same people @me up this afternoon, that 
said eeu know, a few things, which I was very happy to 
4 | see, and although we having another hearing at Trout 
5 Lake, maybe if we just forget something, or the people 
6 | maybe want to say more things, maybe we can take these 
7 | people to Trout Lake and bring it out, because Trout 
8 | Lake 1s part or oll band and so is Nahanni sow like 
9 to leave that to you right now. 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: All aie nee, 
13] thank you. 
12) Well thank you very much 
13 | Chief Deneron and thank you members of the council 
j 
14} and “thank “you*Mr * © rindal@ror lat intg fas! ‘Gur’ sinter 
ae preter and I*want “to +thank as “we Lila VPvoftthoge “from 
16 | Liard and from other places who spoke yesterday and 
17 | today, because what each of you has said is useful to 
18 | me in a@nsidering what report and recommendations I 
19 | should make to the government. 
20 | Pexpecesthateweiwhll be 
| holding a hearing next month in Nahanni Bute and in 
a Trout Lake as well. And if Chief Deneron and members 
23 | of the council wish to speak at those hearings, either 
24 One Or™bothn or "them,*that= Wwitlieber £inerwith mest And 
25 | if any of the men who have been away fire fightine | 
oe these last two days, if they, through you,Chief, wish 
ae to convey their views to me, at Nahanni Bute or Trout 
28 Lake or if they wish to come, that will be fine with 
Paes, 


me too. 





2530) I will be -- we will be | 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Do you 


want to summarize that, Mr. Trindal, or do the people 


know all about that? 


Well, is there anyone else 
who wishes to speak? Chief, do you wish to say 
anything? 

CHIEF DENERON: I'd like to make 
a closing statement. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
please do. 

CHIEF DENERON: I'd like to 
thank Judge Berger for coming here, and Judge Berger, 
we are really asking you to listen to us. What we 
did say, all the feeling was that we don't want the 
pipeline at this time. We're asking you to let's have 
the land settlement first. And another thing is 
that, yesterday I asked the people to come and speak, 
to you, and these people said to me, well, why should 7 
Speak, I don't know what's Going on. Arid) 1) said, 
well, you know what's happened across the LEVEE at 
Pointed Mountain and I really got so much to blame the 
CBC about this again. I'd like to say this again, 
because we've been asking CBC to bring a radio service, 
extend their program into Fort Liard for the last two 
years and we are also asking to extend their TV program 
here. | | 

The people, if they would have) 

had this kind of coverage over here, I'm sure we would | 
have had more participation. It's just going to show 


you that yesterday the people said, well, why should I 
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preparing a transcrpt, a written record of all that 

has been said and sending a copy of that to your Chief 

and I will hava copy too so that I can read and re- 

read what you have said here yesterday and today. 
Thank you very much and 

I'll adjourn the hearing of the Inquiry now 

until Tuesday, the 5th of August, when the inauiry 

will re-assemble at Bort Good Hope. ‘Thank you. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 5, 1975) 
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Pore: Good, Hope.) Newel. 
AUGUSU)5 ,*71997 5. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
| MARY WILSON, sworn as interpreter. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
gentlemen, I will call our meeting to order and 
I'll ask our interpreter to interpret what I am 
going to say. 
I am Judge Berger, I am con- 
ducting an Inquiry to consider what the impact will 
be of the pipeline that Arctic Gas and Foothills 


Pipelines want to build to bring natural gas from 


the Arctic to southern markets. 

I am holding hearings in every 
community in the Mackenzie Valley, the Mackenzie 
Déita ana the morthern Yukon “Likely to “be affected 
by the Pipeline Tit ite ts "burcte hace is why Tam 
here. I want to hear from Native people and 
white people, from the old people and the young | 
people. 

You can speak in English 
or in Slavey. We have interpreters here. They will 
translate for you or you can translate for yourself 
tm you wrsh’. 

The people seated at this 
table to my left are Miss Hutchinson, the Secretary 
of the Inquiry who will swear the people as witnesses 
who are going to speak today and the official 
féporters for tte Ghia ty who have that mask just 


so that they can repeat everything that is said here | 
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and it is taken down on tape and then is typed up 
and it is the official record of the EnGu ry “and 2 
will keep that so that I can, after I have left Good 
Hope, read and re-read what you have said. 

Weo will send ja. copy, of that 
official record of the hearings in Good Hope to 
Chief T'Seleie and the Chairman of the Settlement 
Council. 

The ladies and gentlemen 
Over at the wall are the CBC broadcasters who will 
be reporting over the Northern Service the Bn 
of our meeting here in Good Hope. There are other 
representatives of the press here as well and I have 
invited them here so that people throughout the North 
and throughout Canada will know what you, the people 
Of Good Hope have to say. In addition, there is a 
crew here, these two gentlemen in front of me, from 
the National Film Board of Canada who want to make a 
film about what is happening here. 

Canada and the United States 
have a great appetite for oil and gas. That is why 
the Government of Canada is considering this gas 
pipeline. But before the Government decides what 
they are going to do, they want to know what you 
think about it, that is why they have sent me here. 


PLELS ovicals that owe. iLake «a 


hard look now at this pipeline and what its consequences! 


will be, for once the first shovel full of earth has 
been dug, once the first length of pipe has been laid 


it will be too late. We have representatives of the 
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| pipeline companies here today to listen to what you 
2 | have to say and to answer any questions that you may 
3 wish to put to them. 
| I want you, the people who 
° make the North your home, I want you to tell me what 
6 | you would say to the Government of Canada if you could 
Z| tell them what was in your minds. I want you to tell 
Z me what the pipeline will mean to you, to your 
: family and to the land. I am here to listen to you. 
a I will ask Chief T'Seleie to 
ml make the first statement here today. 
oe CHIEF FRANK T'SELEIE, 
- GEORGE BARNABY, 
aa JOHN T'SELEIE, 
sal FRED RABISCA, 
i HYCTENE KOCHON, 
1s | LOUIS CABSER, sworn. 
«ll CHIEF T"SELEIE: I was hoping 
| that we would have the Inquiry begin at the Ramparts 
‘ol today, but the weather turned bad. I was hoping to 
ro give this opening address up there. 
29 Mr. Berger, as Chief of the 
al Fort Good Hope Band I want to welcome you and your party 
22 to Fort Good Hope..' This. is ‘the first’ ‘time in the 
34 history of my people that an important person from your 
24 Nation has come to listen and learn from us, and not 
95 | just come to tell us what we should do, or trick 
all us into saying yes to something that in the end, is 
37 | not good for us. I believe you are an honest man. I 
all believe you are a just man, Mr. Berger, and that you do 
| not intend to be a part Otadaepiot tO trick us Or fool 


| 
{ 
| us or play games with us. 
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i You are here on the behalf 

2 of your Government to ask us our opinions on the : 

“a plans your people have for our land. Because you are | 

4 | honest and just, I do not believe you would be asking 

° us these questions if your nation had already made a 

6 decision on these plans. It is not at all inevitable | 

7 that there will be a pipeline built through the 

J heart of our land. Whether or not your businessmen or 

¥ your Government believes that a pipeline must go through 
= our great valley, let me tell you, Mr. Berger, and | 
11 let me tell your nation, that’ this is Dene land and we the 
12 | Dene people intend to decide what happens on our land. | 
43 Different people from outside have asked me whether 

| | 

ia or not I felt we could really stop the pipeline. My an- 
ad swer is yes, we can stop the pipeline. 
16 | Mr. Berger, you have visited 
17 many of the Dene communities. The Dene people of | 
18) Hay River told you that they do not want the pipeline | 
a because with the present development of Hay River, : 
20| they have already been shoved aside. The Dene people 
4 of Fort Franklin told you that they do not want the | 
2 pipelime because they love their land and their life | 
| and do not want it destroyed. Chief Paul Andrew and | 
“Bs his people in Fort Norman told you that no man, Dene | 
“25 or white, would jeopardize his own future and the future 
26 | ‘of his children. Yet you are asking him to do just 
ab that if you asked him to agree to a pipeline through 
ec this land. Philip Blake, in Fort McPherson, told you 
29 | that if your nation becomes so violent as to force a 

39 pipeline through our land, then we love our land 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Chief T'Seleie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 
1 and our future enough to blow up the pipeline. He told 
2 you that we, the last free Indian nation, are willing 
3) to fight so that we may Survive as a free nation. | 
4 You have heard old people and 
>| young people, Mr. Berger. You have heard people who 
6 | were raised in the bush and people who were raised in 
7 | Government hostels. You have heard men and women. 
8 People who have worked for the whiteman, and people 
ca who have never sold their labour. People from the 
0) Mackenzie Delta to the Great Slave Lake. People have 
shy talked to you from their heart and soul, for they know, 
12 | as I know, that if a pipeline goes through they will 
13| be destroyed. 
14) All these people have told you 
15 one thing, Mr. Berger. They have told you that they do 
16 | not want a pipeline. My people are very strong, Mr. 
17 | Berger, and we are becoming even stronger. My people 
18 | are finding new strength for the struggle that we 
19 | arerooing “tnrOugn. cnet @srwhy PoCam say to you, Mr. | 
20| Berger, yes, we can stop the pipeline. Our grand- | 
21] children will remember us, the Dene people here today, | 
22 | and the Dene people who have talked to you in other | 
23 communities, as the people who stopped the pipeline 
24 | from coming through their land. 
25 | Mr. Berger, there will be no | 
any ‘pipeline. : 
27 There will be Ho pipeline becausé 
28 | we have our plans for our land. There will be no 
29 | pipeline because we no longer intend to allow our land 
~ ere and our future to be taken away from us so that we are 
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.nation. We have always seen ourselves in these terms. | 


destroyed to make someone else rich. 
There will be no pipeline because 
we, the Dene people ‘are awakening to see the truth | 
of the system of genicide that has been imposed on 
us and we will not go back to sleep. 
There will be no pipeline, 
Mr. Berger, because we the Dene people will force 
your own nation to realize that you would lose too 
much if you ever allowed these plans to proceed. It is 
your concern about your future, as well as our concern 
about ours, that will stop the pipeline. 
POs OUuGepdat i. ,uMr rer ger:; we 
are making our own plans for the Dene nation. We are 
making plans not just for the next five or ten or 
twenty years, but plans that will guarantee the survival 
of our people for the next hundreds of years. We are 
making plans, not just for, ourselves, but -for our 
children and our grandchildren and our grandchildren's 
children and for their children after them. | 
As you know, the Dene people 
recently held an assembly in Fort Simpson where we 
declared officially that we are a nation of people, with 
in Canada. 
For the Dene people, it was 


nothing very new or different to declare ourselves a 


We have our own land, our own languages, our own 
political and economic system. We have our own 
culture and traditions and history, distinct from 


those of your nation. | 
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I would like to read to you 
a copy of a letter dated February 7, 1928, addressed 
to the Director, Northwest Territories, Ottawa, from 
Father Binami: 
Sees 
Due to the fact that Indians do their 
Fall fishing and trapping at points north 
of Fort Good Hope and fast of the Mackenzie 
River and as fish are not obtainable at these 
places through the late Winter, they the 
Indians are forced to move south and west 
to get moose and other game for food, we 
would suggest that two Preserves would be 
needed to do them good. 
The two localities most frequented by them 
are bounded as follows: 
1.'From the mouth of the Hare Indian 
River east toward Smith Bay on 
Bear Lake and North to the Junction 
of Anderson River and Lockhart Rivers 
then west and south to New Chicago 
on Mackenzie River and South along 
the Mackenzie River to the mouth of 
the Hare’ Indian River.' New Chicago 
is at the mouth of Tutsieta River. 
2.'From the mouth of the Gossage River west 
toward the Arctic Red River and south 
along the Arctic Red River to a point 
west of the Sans Sault rapids and North 


along the West of the Mackenzie River to 
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-of who we are, proud to be Dene, and loyal to our 


the mouth of the Gossage River". 
Locality No. 1 produces most food for 
the Indians and should be given first 
consideration. 
At the present time the Indians are in fear 
of too many outside trappers getting into 
the districts outlined above and should these 
preserves be granted, they, the Indians, would 
be more likely to endeavour to preserve the 
game in their own way. They at present say 
are afraid of leaving the Beaver colonies 
to breed up as the white men would in all 
likelihood come in and hunt them. 
Trusting this will receive your favourable 
consideration I remain, 
Sincerely yours. 


Father Binami, omi, 


4 For Indians and Petitioners. 


As you can see from the letter, 


Mr. Berger, that in 1928 we felt the same about ourselve 


land and not be invaded by outsiders coming to take 


| 
| 
i 
: | 
as we do now. We want to live our own way on our own | 
| 
| 
| 
Our resources. We saw ourselves then as we see ourselveg 


now, as different from the whiteman. We do not say 


| 
| 


we are better or worse than the whiteman. We are proud 


Nation, but we are not saying we do not respect you 
and your ways. We are only asking now as we asked | 
you then, to let us live our own lives, in our own 


way, on our own land, without forever being threatened 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD, Chief T'Seleie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 
| by invasion and extinction. Mr. Berger, we too want ! 
2 | to live. We want our nation’ to survive in peace, we 
; want to be able to put our energy and time into living 
4! our lives in the way our fathers and grandfathers have i 
5 | taught us. | 
6 | Weedornotiiwant.to’ have to fight | 
7| and struggle forever, just to survive as a people. Your 
’ nation has the power to destroy us all tomorrow if it 
"| chooses to. It has chosen instead to torture us slowly. 
10 | To take our children from us and teach them foreign | 
ail ways and tell us that you are teaching them to be | 
12 | Civilized. Sometimes now, we hardly know our own | 
13] children. You have forced us into communities and 
14] tried to make us forget how to live off the land, so 
15 | you could go ahead and take the resources where we trap 
16 | and hunt and fish. You encourage us to drink liquor 
17 | until we are half crazy and fight among ourselves. 
18 | What else other.than liquor is the Territorial 
19 | Government willing to subsidize to make sure that 
20 | prices are the same throughout the Northwest Territories? 
4 Does it subsidize fresh food or clothing, or even | 
22) pop in the same way? No, only liquor. Try to buy : 
“3 anything else at Yellowknife prices throughout the | 
24 | North. The Government knows very well that liquor | 
25 | helps keep my people asleep, helps keep them from | 
26 -realizing what is really happening to them and why. I 
27 | know very well, too, Mr. Berger, because I used to 
28 drink. I am not the only one of my people who 
29 28, wakitng up. There are many here in Good Hope 





30 who will be talking to you about their experiences. 
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ee Gide? I seleic 
| 
1| There are many, many more all over the Dene Nation. 
2 | We are waking up and realizing 
3) that apart from the glossy pamphlets and promises, 
a apart from the smiles and slaps on the back, apart 
| from the good-natured small talk, what your nation 
6 | is really doing to us is destroying us. We know 
1 that now. And we know that you know it, for I believe 
: that there are many white people in the North who did 
>| not realize before, that, whatever their personal 
10, feeling, the system that they were working for and 
11 | Supporting, was really set up to destroy us. Many of | 
12 | these people honestly thought they could help us. | 
13 It is clear now that the system is stronger than any 
al individual. It is no accident that the Territorial 
15 | GOvernment, 1s having, great difficulty win, recruiting 
16 people, to,work, forit. 
17 | The individuals of your 
18 nation do not want to be part of our system of 
19 | genocide. | 
20] There is a great force within 
2a your own nation to change the system under which you 
Poston) operate so that it becomes more human. This people | 
23 | are our allies. It is clear that there are many white 
a4) men who believe that the Dene nation should survive. | 
25 | Obviously Mr. Blair, President 
26. -Of Foothills, and his friend Mr. Horte, President 
27) of Gas Arctic, want to see us destroyed. Maybe, Mr. 
28 | Blair, that is because you do not know us or understand 
29 ie Or maybe money has become so important to you 
30 that you are losing your own humanity. Maybe you too | 
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ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Chief T'Seleie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


are a victim, imprisoned by a way of life that 
YOUmere otras LO question. «1 don"t Know. Ll only 
know you are a human being. There must be times 
when you too think of your children and their future. 
I doubt that you would knowingly destroy what is 


valuable to them. Why are you asking us to destroy 





our future? We are not trying to take your children 











8 | and force them to speak a foreign language and to 

9 live out in the bush. Why are you trying to force 
10 | us to be like you? Are you not rich enough now? 
a Must you try to become so powerful to control our land 
12 and our children and our future? I cannot understand 
13 | and why you can not be happy to live in a cabin beside 
14} some river and leave the world the way the great 
15 | Spirit made it. I cannot understand how a man can live 
16 | for wealth and power, knowing that his ambitions 
17 | and greed is destroying so much around him. I do 
ial HOLeehVyY YOU, ts Blair, 2 Leel sorry for You. 
a) Mr. Blair, there is a life and 
| death struggle going on between us, between you and 
PBT I. Somehow in your carpeted boardrooms, in your 
, panelled Orftice, you are plotting to take away from 
23 me the very centre of my existence. You are stealing 
* my soul. Deep in the glass and concrete of your world 
25 | you are stealing my soul, my spirit. By scheming to 
26 | “torture my land you are torturing me. By plotting to 
2/ invade my land you are invading me. If you ever 
af dig a trench through my land, you are cutting through 
29 | me. You are like the Pentagon, Mr. Blair, planning the 





a slaughter of innocent Vietnamese. Don't tell me you are 
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Seeeken Chief T'Seleie 
a | not responsible for the destruction of my nation. You 
2 are directly responsible. You are the twentieth 
Bt century General Custer. weou ~yhave- come,,to,,destroy. the 
4 | Dene Nation. You are coming with your troops to 
5 | slaughter us and steal land that is rightfully ours. 

6 | You are coming to destroy a peo-' 
7 ple that have a history of thirty thousand years. 
7 Why? For twenty years of gas? Are you really that 
7 insane? The original General Custer was exactly that 
i insane.» You astill, have .a,..chance, to sLearn.,, A).chance 
| 

1 to be remembered by history as something other 

12 | than a fool bent on destroying everything he touched. 

wh You istddkl chave: ay chance, .you,have) a, choice... Are. sou 

ts | a strong enough man to really exercise your freedom 

rs | and make that choice. You can destroy my nation, 

| Mr. Blair, or you could beia great help to give us 

| our freedom. Which choice do you make, Mr. Blair? 

18 Which choice do you make for your children and mine? 

19 | It seems to me that the whole 

ol point in living is to become as human as possible. 

a To learn to understand the world and to live in it. 

we, To be part of it. To learn to understand the animals, 

| for they are our brothers and they have much to teach 

a i us. We are a part of this world. 

ell We are like the river that 

26 | .flows and changes, yet is always the same. The river 

of cannot flow too slow and it cannot flow too fast. It 

2g | is, a viver.and,. it, will.always..be a river,,for that 

at is what it was meant to be. We are like the river, 

30 but we are not the river. We are human. That is 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. Chief T'Seleie 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

Bi what we were meant to be. We were not meant to be 

2 destroyed and we were not meant to take over other 

3] parts of the world. We were meant to be ourselves. 

4 | To.be what it is our nature to be. 

5 | Our Dene Nation is like this 

6 | great river. It has been flowing before any of us 

7\ Can remember. We take our strength and our wisdom 

8 and our ways from the flow and direction that has 

9 | been established for us by ancestors we never knew, 
10 | ancestors of a thousand years ago. Their wisdom 

| flows through us to our children and our grandchildren 
12! to generations we will never know. We will live out 
13 | our lives as we must and we will die in peace because 
14 we will know that our people and this river will 

15} flow on after us. 

16 | We know that our granchildren 
17 | will speak a language that is their heritage, that has 
val been passed on from before time. We know they will 
oI share their wealth and not hoard it, or keep it to 
20 themselves. We know they will look after their 

avi old people and respect them for their wisdom. We 

Hi know they will look after this land and protect it and 
23 that five hundred years from now someone with skin 

24 | my colour and moccasins on his feet will climb up 

25 the Ramparts and rest and look over the river and 

26 -feel that he too has a place in the universe, and 

27 | he will thank the same spirits that Ithank, that 

bat his ancestors have looked after his land well and 

{ : - 
29 | he will be proud to be a Dene. 
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ALWaSD REPORTING LAD Chief T'Seleie 
G. Barnaby ! 
| 
1 Mroeberger, that my nation.will stop the pipeline, It 
2 | is so that this unborn child. can, know the freedom 
3 of this land, that, 1,am willing. to lay down my, life. | 
4 | I will do my own translating. | 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
>| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I call | 
6 | upon the other members of the Band Council now to make 
7 their statements. 
3 | GEORGE BARNABY: My name is i 
; George Barnaby. I am a member of the Band Council, : 
ie Fort Good Hope. I tried for three days to write | 
| down what I felt, but I couldn't put it on paper so | 
12] I just put down some notes and I'll try to bring it 
13) out from inside. 
14, People have lived on this 
1535) land for thousands of years, but still there is 
TPG very little sign of them having passed through. They 
17) have looked after the land and used it without destroy- | 
183i ing it. We want the land to remain clean and natural. © 
19] The ways of the people are from the land. Their | 
20 ways are clean and human and free and we want to | 
21 continue this way of life. What I mean is that there ! 
22 is no politics in our way of life. We share everything, 
23 our whole culture is based on people and not -- since | 
24 | we share everything there is no need to cheat each : 
25 | other, exploit each other, we just live naturally, | 
26 | -that's what I meant by clean living. | 
27 | Building a pipeline or a : 
28 | highway into our land is not the way to protect : 
: . ; 
the land or this way of life that we have. We are 


told by people from the south who really want us to | 
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ash clad iia G. Barnaby 
7 be like them, that we should get in the action and 
2 grab some of the money and the chances that are 
3 | passing by, to get nee what is happening. They 
‘ say we can't stop what is happening in the North. 
‘| They say we can't stop the pipeline or the system 
6 | that is moving in from the South. 
" The Government really tried 
fe to change the lives of the people. They started 
: by bribing them to live in the settlements. They 
ae triea by opening up liquor for the Native people. 
i They tried by make work projects anu education. They 
i tried by welfare and by free houses. They tried to 
a get people to start up businesses. A lot of money 
14) is being spent, was spent and is still being spent 
dt trying to fit these people into the southern system. 
a | There was statements made that we can't stop or 
= change what is happening, but the people are changing 
ae what is happening. They have looked at the ways that 
wai | were being introduced and found them wanting in a 
20 lot of ways, found them no good, there was something 
as a lot was missing out of it. 
ce Land claims is one way of 
- changing what is happening. Land claims is the way 
ah of -- one way of changing what is happening in the 
25, North today. Also a lot of people are going 
~ ‘back on the land. People who used to drink quite a 
ee Bitequit drinking. -Preople are taking interest 
ma | in what their children are learning in school.  Tney 
a | are taking their children out on the land and 
teaching them about the Dene way of life. 
| 
| 
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A pipeline or highway will 


noerhelp athis<tophappen. ») Lt iwill only help,.to destroy 


the people and the land. 

I think we are talking about 
more than just a pipe that is going to be buried in 
the ground, but rather on the whole invasion of 
the north, I don't think that is what is promised by 
Arctic Gas or foothills or anybody can be kept -- 
none of the promises can be kept. 

We don't want Good Hope 
dug up for gravel. We don't want the Mackenzie all 
dug up to bring the material down. Who is deciding 
on these things: pipeline, highway and so on? 

Judge Berger mentioned the Government of Canada, 
but who controls the Government of Canada? 

Is it the people in the south, the voters or is it 
the large corporations? 

Is it true that in the 
southern system 1% of the population has 99% of the 
political neeuo) Just a few people have more 
power than all the rest of the common people, the 
rich people. How much of what is really going on 
is told to the people in the south, how desparate 
are they for oil, what damages are being done, and 


so on? 


There has been an idea planted 


in people's minds that there is no other way, that 
the pipeline has to go through the Mackenzie Valley, 
that it has to be built right away. I don't believe 


this. 
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This. spring on the radio 
there was news that the Americans want to build the 
pipeline through Alaska. What they said was that 
if they really take the land into consideration it 
will cost too much to build through here. The reason 
is that if they try not to damage the land it is 
Going to cost toommuch:, 

But there is some guys on 
this side who for their own interests are trying 
to get it built through the Mackenzie Valley. So 
is there -- these sort of things should be taken 
into consideration that something like this shouldn't 
happen just for the good of a few people, but -- 

Another article I read 
Wasvabout coal. In this article it stated that 
there was enough coal in the south to last for 300 
years.» The article also maid. that .foxr political 
reasons coal is not being developed. The article 
talked about ways of making synthetic natural gas. It 
said they can make enough gas to -- that they can make 
as much as what can be pumped through the Mackenzie 
Valley Pipeline. How much of these things are known? 
How much is told to the people in the south? Maybe 
tomorrow or sometime I will get into the Dene way 


of government, if you want to call it that, but I 


‘give somebody else a chance to talk now. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Chief, and thank you Mr. Barnaby for your statements. 


We are about halfway through the afternoon and I think 
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t we'll just adjourn now for maybe ten minutes and 
2 have a cup of coffee or stretch our legs and get 
sf some fresh air and aes we will start again in about 
4 | ten minutes. 
: (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
6] (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
" THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
: gentlemen, I will call our meeting to order again 
? and invite other members of the Band Council to make 
2) their statements and after that anyone living here in 
my Good Hope will have the right to make their own 
12 | SLACCMeiLS, So. = 
| JOHN T'SELEIE: My name is 
igh | John T'Seleie, I am a councillor here. I would 
13 rather have let the old people speak, but I'll 
16 talk now. 
17 | 
| There are many, many things 
to talk about, but I want to say just a few things. 
19 | I can't pretend to know everything, but I think I've 
20| been around long enough to know a few things about 
21 the whiteman and about Dene people. 
| Mr. Berger, the Government 
ee of Canada has sent you here today to listen to what 
ss | we want to say about our land, our life and the 
e pipeline. 
oe I can't understand how the 
27 | Government can have so small a mind that they have 
| to ask us such a question. I want to tell you now 
aa || why I think this is a foolish question -- why I think 
SEES ce | it is a foolish question. | 
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1| The whiteman and the Dene in 
2 | one way are the same, but in another way they are 

f very different. The whiteman and the Dene are the 

' same because they both need the earth to live. 

Z| But the whiteman and the Dene are different because 
6 | of the way they treat this earth. I think the white 
7 man has a few things that he should learn from the 

8 Dene. If he knew this then he would not have to ask 
9 about a pipeline. 

10 Everything that you ever saw 
a] in your life comes from the earth. Even the rocket 
12 | that goes to the moon, comes from the earth. The 
val whiteman digs all the metals from inside the earth 
14 and builds a rocket that flies to the moon. 
15 When the whiteman digs out 
16 | something from inside the earth and makes metal 

a from it, he forgets that everything he takes from the 
18 earth he must give back to the earth. If nothing 
isl goes back to the earth, the earth will die and 
20 when the earth dies, everything else dies. 
21. When you travel on this land 
De you can tell where the whiteman is by the metal, that 
23 he surrounds himself with. You can tell where the 
24 | whiteman has been by all the metal and junk that he 
25 | leaves behind. I told you that the Dene and the 
26 -whiteman are different. They are different because 
7 the Dene gives everything that he takes from the 

28 | earth -- he gives it back, but the whiteman gives 
ay neers back to the earth, so the whiteman is killing 
30 the earth. When he is killing the earth he is 
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F. Rabisca 


killing himself because he needs the earth to live 
just like us. 

Now, today, the whiteman 
is asking us Dene if he can build a pipeline through 
Our Pan’. To me, that's like asking me to kill 
myself. It's like asking--are the whiteman telling me 
that he wants to kill himself too? 

We are all here today because 
we want to live, and Mr. Berger, I do not want a 
pipeline because I want to live. Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THe COMMISSIONERS * Thank You, 
Mr. T'Seleie. If the other members of the Council 
wish to speak now, that is fine with me, but if 
the other members of the Council would rather some 
of the older people spoke now, that is fine too. 
Whatever you want to do. 

I wonder if you would 
repeat your name, please so that we could get 
Zt down 20r (the Official "record. 

FRED RABISCA: I am Fred 
Rabisca, a member of the Band Council. I was born 
in the bush and was raised in the bush and in town. 
I lived in the bush most of the time. I was taught 


how to snare rabbits and to set traps by my mother. 


‘I was taught to live in the bush and also to live 


off the land. 
In January, when I was at the 
age of seven, my brother and I went to visit traps. 


In January when I was at the age of seven, my brother 
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and I went to visit traps. Before we reached our 
destination, it got very dark and there was no road, 
so we had to camp out in the open as we didn't have 
stove or tent. We slept in a hut which we made of 
branches and is was about sixty below. And I appreci- 
ated and was proud. 

I was forced to go to school 
that fabbtevenithougher didn't «want «<tocgo. *Finally 
the nurse and R.C.M.P. brought me to school. When 
I was in school with the rest we were forced to learn 
in the whiteman's system. We had to learn whatever 
was taught to us. We didn't learn a thing about our 
traditional life. We weren't given the ability or 
rights to say what we wanted to learn. It was 


hard for us to miss school or to even go out in the 


bush. Most of us had to stay in town, while our parents 


weresoutwinwtehe bushscdTonthistdaynticanenever puse 
whatal iwasstaught: in»school«to live in the’ bush. In 
other words, it was just waste of time. 

We are happy people living 
off our land and proud of what we are and of our 
land, until the whiteman, seismic's and oil 
companies came and used our land. They have ruined 


our land. Ever since they came, the animals are very 


scarce. The forest fire increased every year. Animals 


-are even dying just like that. There were dead ducks, 





beaver, fishes floating on lakes in this area. Il don't | 


think it's only in this area,but all over in the North. 
Even dead moose floating down the Mackenzie River this 


summer. Animals don't just die like that for no 
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reason. There has to be a cause. Before the whiteman, 


es seismic and oil companies came there was hardly any 

5 forest fires, there was no dead animals floating in 

4 | the lakesor in the Mackenzie River. 

Ever since development came 

6 | to our land, such as social development, housing 

uh associations and others, we were rather into individual 


| 
{ 
: groups , not living together like long ago. But we 


9} drifted farther from each other and from our land. 

10 Re tor my Own Opinion 1. truly 
ami feel that Government did what he wanted to do on our 
12 land. -- As for my Own opinion I truly feel that 
13 | Government did what he wanted to do on our land. 
ay I’ don’t think my people were given a chance to talk, 





15 think or thought about any of the developments that 





16 were pushed into their hands by the Government. 

17 | I'll say we were ignored and not considered as people 
13 but rather as children by the Government. Whereas we 
19] were supposed to be the governor of our land, we 








20 were supposed to have the ability and rights to say 
2d. whatever we want and not want. 

22 When the liquor was first 
2] Opened ' to my people it has really ruined us. By 
ne liquor a lot of our people died. Did the Federal 

25 | Government do anything good for us? No: All he 

26 | did was to cause us grief and trouble. Maybe the 
eo Government thought he was doing us a great favour, 
a but it was really the opposite. 

22 | If the pipeline is built we 








| will be very unhappy people. We will drift farther 
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from each other as well as our land. Our land where 
we have been born and raised will be ruined for us. 
I will give you an example, 


Mr. Berger. The pipeline is going through Alaska. 


Think of all the problems they are having. They no longer 
| 


have a next door neighbour, they don't even know their 
children. The service they get are very poor. The 
pipeline people get service first as they have the 
money. There is a lot of worries and trouble which the 
pipeline people brought to them. It will be the same 
here if it comes through. Maybe even worse. 

There are so many forest fires 
every summer, that if the pipeline comes through, it 
iS unbound toncatcheOm fire. sit. wil lin allot of our 
land, our hunting area and animals which we live on. 
There's the danger of leakage, it will leak into the 
water, that. will, kill all. the, fish we. live. on., it 
will also leak on the land and ruin all the 
vegetation and almost all of the animals which we live 
on are vegetarian. Even now there is all kinds of 
sickness brought to our land ever since the whiteman 
came. Where they come from there is no fresh air 
but rather pollution. They come to our isolated 
country and cause us a lot of trouble. 

There is a lot of other things 
that the pipeline will bring to us which might kill 
us, our land and our people. That's why we clovemme 
want the pipeline. I'm talking for myself, my people, 
my land and also for the future. 


So, Mr. Berger, I hope you 
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H. Kochon 

Lb. Caeser 

Will listen, consider and think carefully on what 
people say and not be forgotten. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: If anyone 
wishes to speak they can come forward and sit next 
to Mrs. Wilson, the interpreter. That's probably the 
most 60 hesetabie way of coming forward and speaking 
if you would like to do that. 

HYCIENE KOCHON: 

THE INTERPRETER: His name 
is Hyciene Kochon. He is the Chief from Colville 
Lake. So he says he is just sitting here listening 
to the hearing and he says that so far what the people 
said about not wanting the pipeline, he says he agrees 
with it, but he is not going to say anything now, he 
says that he will talk when he is back in Colville 


Lake. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. Well, 


we will be there later in the week, sir. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

LOUIS CAESER, sworn. 

THE INTERPRETER: This is 
Louis Caeser. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Sir, 
go ahead. 

THE INTERPRETER: He says 
the chiefs and the band councillors made a long speech, 
but nd says that gio 4618 them are his boys and he says 


he is not going to make a long speech, he is just going 
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to say a few words. 
He says that he don't like 
that word, pipeline, he says that he don't like 


to hear about that, the pipeline going through the 


Mackenzie. He says I am not speaking for myself only. 


He says I am speaking for everything what's living 
on this land, all the animals that's in the waters or 
on the land, that's what I am talking about. 

He..says,, this. land, it is 
just like our blood. He says because we live off the 
animals that feed off the land. He says that's why 
we are brown. He said, us, he said, we are not like 
the white people, he said, all we worry about is our 
land because we make our living off our land, he 
says, the white people, they live on money, he says, 
that's why they worry about money, but us, he says, 
we don't worry that much about money, we worry about 
our land because that is where we make our living. 

And he said, if 
the pipeline came through and all this land got 
spoiled from all the work that they are going. to 
put by the pipeline, he said it will be just like 
taking our money away from us. He said, not inwine 
form of money, but the land that we make our aL Kies 
on, on the animals and all that, he says it Willi be 
just the same as if they took all our money away from 
us and nothing to buy food with. 

He said we can't just sit 
like this and watch nae land go spoiled like that. 


He said we make our living from the land, he says, we 
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eat the animals that feed from the land and he says 
that's our life. So, he says, when they talk about 
putting the pipeline through, that means that they 
are going to spoil the whole land and he said that 


means that they are going to spoil everything for us. 


And he said maybe the whiteman' 


been working on this for fifty years without the 
Natives knowing anything about it and then all of a 
sudden they brought it out and said, okay, we are 
going to put that pipeline through your land and 

he said, all of a sudden we are faced with this and 
he said we don't want to see that happen. He said 
We are’ tot jOKIng Sitting nere, talking, trying to 
protect our land, he said. We're worried about 
ourselves. We are worried about what might happen 
if the pipeline ever goes through. 

He said that the whiteman 
came to the North and did all -- did what they liked 
around our land, he says. They went and they made all 
kinds of roads and everything, but nobody knew what 
was going on until this hearing started. Then, he 
said, the older people like himself, he says, we 
realized what was happening, that's why we sort of 
woke up and now, he said, we are trying to fight 
POR. Ouse aries 

That's all he wants to 
say. He says that's what he was worried about. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you Faey much, Mr. Caeser. Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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BURNABY 2, 8.C. J. Louison 
| JOHN LOUISON, Sworn. | 
2 Could I get my own | 
5 interpreter? | 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I 
5 think so. Maybe we could -- do you want to go ahead 
5 | now or after -- there is another gentleman waiting 
7 as well. We could go ahead with you now and your 
| interpreter now, or after supper, whatever you wish. 
4] Right now? 
| A Yes. | 
11| THENCGCOMMISSIONER::) Allwright, 
12 | fine. Mrs. Wilson, would you give way to another 
14 interpreter for this witness? | 
14 | MBREs*WELSON:) «Sune. 
15 | LUCY JACKSON, sworn as interpreter. 
16 THE WITNESS: 
17 | MomeBerger, representatives 
18 | of the Foothills Pipeline, Gas Arctic, and my people. 
cL My name is John Louison, Chairman of the Settlement Council af 
20 | | 
2% I have lived in the settlement 





| 
Fort Good Hope. 
| 
22 of Fort Good Hope for the last 36 years, and that | 
| 
{ 


a is how old I am today. I was raised here and in 

24 | those years a'good part or a better part of it I spent | 
\ 

25 | ain the bush hunting and trapping. All those times | 


26 | were both good and hard times, nevertheless they were 
27 | the happy ones. | 

| I spent about three years | 
29 in school at the nae 


30 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
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} could you repeat that, I didn't catch it, that -- 
2 | A I spent about three 
‘ years in school at the most. 
4| THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
5 | A And since I quit hunting 
6 | and trapping about twelve years ago, I spend most of 
7 the time working at various places. Gentlemen, when 
“i I say this I am serious from here. Since I heard 
| about pipeline about five years ago I thought the 
10 | Government was more or lass going to ignore the idea. 
ll | Then the idea for the pipeline to go through was getting 
12 more serious and now the pipeline is going through 
13| even though it is against the will of the Indian 
14] people. What do we care about pipeline, we don't 
15 | need it when it does go through, who is going to 
16 | benefit from it? We are not going to, for sure. 
17 | But those white people 
18 | down south and (the companies that build it and 
19 | they'll be sitting back laughing, andnot athing to 
20 | worry about but more money for them and nothing 
21 LO Us. 
= I wonder how many people in 
23 this room and throughout the North know that the 
24 | Federal Government is being controlled. Scuu:.. py these 
25 major companies like Foothills Pipelines and all 
26 | other major companies throughout the country and 
27 | maybe from the States. 
28 | I wonder if these people 
| 

















1796 


- 


ever realize, the pipeline people, I mean, that they 


are not only going to hurt the environment and the 


prtitnud tiup It sonte bas 
to trom bneqa I \ops e1ssy eviews guods eniqqs1? bas 
.eeoslq avoiisy te paittow emis ond 
.sted mort? evotrse ms I eis yee T 


nodw ,nemelsmed 


bused I sonre.. 


nih i, e. orem 


ae, WAL 


eit tdpyodt I ops arsey evit Juods enilaqkq tuods 


| paisgsep esw devesds op of enifegiq od z02 sebi.od? nsdT 





dpwowd? prtop ef emilegig sit wom has: avolise Ssi1oMm 


csibal ofd to Lliw odd tentsps els ti dpuod? aeve 


+'nob ow ,onileqiq titods s1s9 sw ob tert 


.siqoey 


ot priop ai odw ,dpuoxuty op 2e0b ti modw 3st been 


_91v2 10t ,o¢ patop som! sets OW 


apgeed gtidw seordst tua 


bins tt biiud sands eokneqmoo. ot, 


et: moit tfiened 


‘bas djuoa: nwob 


oft pridds donbas ,emidpyst dosd paistsie ed LL'ysd3 


oaiddon bas madt tot yenom s1om sud tuods yxz0w 


ak olqoeq ymsawod “ebmow IT 


4 ; 


~au x02 


edd tede wont exo edd tuorpuords bis moot eins 
sesiit yo Jagngd -Ssliexrstmoo pated) et saomaxsyoo Isrebet 
iis hee non ktegls, aliidsoot eAtl esinsqmoo totem 
bas yxdapeo ott tuodpucrds eetnsqmos: tot sa tex70 


i] 


} 









.sobt edt stompl o23 eatop aael to stom asw tnamnzevod . 


at 
iy cr 


‘ 


1794 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. J. Louison 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


animals in the area, but also human life. 


When I say human life I mean 


1De) 


| 
3 if a moose or caribou or maybe even rabbit, that is 


going to die, that's food gone from the families' 




















| 
| table and we Jive: by that type of food and 
5 | one other great possible thing is the social impact 
1 that is going to hurt. Those Government people working -+ 
a making the decision in Ottawa, what do they know about 
a living an the North, out’ in the land, that: is? | 
a rf they tonlyvetry .iving, up here for about five years | 
| or even ten years, then they'll know what we are 
a talking about. | 
i So, Mr. Berger, when you 
el make up your report to bring back to Ottawa, I hope 
is | VOUmtakemupsallor this into consideration seriously, 
a and when Ottawa takes all and everything into consider- 
| ation and makes the decision and that decision for 
en the pipeline to oe through if anyways, then, not 
<i before land claims. | 
sal The Federal Government did | 
21 | enough damage already. What more harm do they want ! 
> to do? By all this, some useless exploration and 
ya some other type of development is sometimes abandoned. 
ea When Columbus first landed in North America, that's 
va when trouble started. Destruction of every type | 
26, such as those horrible diseases, alcohol and everything 
27! and then tried to cure. 
28 | Before whitemen came here 
A the Indian nation of North America were the happiest 
30 | people in the world and now the poorest people in 

| | 
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North America. Do we go down south and impose some 
ridiculous things down your throat and push down. 
TPE we “did; you'd just “say, "Get the hell back up 
North and stay there, and that will be the end of 
rep 

So gentlemen, in closing I 
hope, and I really hope, for the best decision the 
Government could make, and again, no futher development. 
And Mr. Berger, if not the right decision, then I will 
go up in the hills and make smoke signals. 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, Mr. Louison. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: There was 
another gentlemen who wanted to speak. Maybe we 
could hear that gentleman and then we will adjourn 
for supper after .that. 


ANTOINE ABALON, sworn. 


THE INTERPRETER (MRS. WILSON): I will 


translate him in Slavey. He says that he is 

74 years old. Hevsaiaethatvhe rs nétYsitting here 
speaking for himself. He said that maybe thi die 
tomorrowvor not “far from tirat but he said, why 
I am here speaking is because I am thinking of my 
children and my grandchildren. 


This land means so much to 
us Natives, he said. We live off the land. ‘He said 
when our fathers kill something or caught a fish, he 


said our mothers fed on the fish and then she breast 
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fed us, he says, that's how we were brought up. He 
says that's why this land means so much to us, he says, 
because it is our life. 

He says, supposing the 
pipeline goes through, and if, he says, the animals 
can't survive. He said, what will happen to all the 
young people and their families that are growing 
up now. What if the land got so spoiled that there 
is no animals to nunt. He said, what will happen 
to all these young people, young boys with young 
families, what are they going to make their living 
on? 

He said, to him, he say, 
he could -- when he think of what might happen if 
the pipeline came through, he could just sit and cry, 
just to think of what might happen if the pipeline 
Came through, just the thought of it, he said, could 
just make a persqn cry. 

This slsv Our, Land. NaGlLves 
never go to the south and go to a whiteman's country 
and start giving them orders and say, well, this is 
going to be done this way and that is going to be 
done that way. 

He's.an old.man, he says, I 
am hard of hearing, but at least, he said, I said 
my piece, just to show you how I feel about the 
whole thing, and he says that that is all that I am 
going to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 


you very much, Mr. Abalon. 
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(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: I think 

that we will adjourn. now, but before we do, Chief, 

Mr. Barnaby and Mr. T'Seleie and Mr. Rabisca and Mr. 
Louison and you all had written statements. If 

you would, would you turn those over to the Secretary 

of the Inquiry so that we can keep them and they 

can become part of the formal record of the Inquiry. 

You don't have to, but if you would, I would appreciate 

it. She can collect them from you when we adjourn, 
and I think Mr. Louison had a written statement 

as well, and Mr. Louison if you would turn that over to the 
Secretary, I would appreciate it. I think we will adjourn | 
then until -- We will adjourn then for supper and we 
will come back here at eight o'clock tonight and 

we will carry on the hearings at eight o'clock tonight 
here in the school. 

Thank you. 

(SUBMISSION OF CHIEF FRANK T'SELEIE MARKED EXHIBIT 
C-109 ) 

(SUBMISSION OF JOHN T'SELEIE MARKED EXHIBIT C-110) | 


(SUBMISSION OF FRED RABISCA MARKED EXHIBIT C-111l) 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Lacies and gent lerten, 
Tey call our meeting to order this evening. As I said | 
this afternoon, we have interpreters -- we had inter- 
preters. I think that Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Jackson are 
still available to act as interpreters. Is either 


one of them here in the room? 








ns ti Saw 7 ute Ble Aes ana onke 
Zeid2 .ob ew exoted sod ,won.qrauotbe ITky ow 4542 

1M bas soeidel (aM bas. eielee'T aM brs ydenisd .iM 

11, .ednonszeie.nodsizy ed ffs voy. bas qoaived 

YIsI 91992 edt ot t9evo seodt mug woy biuow ybinow voy 
yous, bas modi qeox t Bo ow aad o2 ytiopal ree 
-ytivpat eit to bx0093 Lemri102 ont 20. 3789 moved 189 

ests ioo1ggs blyow z »biuow HOY tr aud yos ever 3’ 0b wor 
,ftivofhs ow mew woy mort mods toellon Bo “ole ~3f 
tasmesete netsizw 5 bad noetuol 1M inka I bas 


af3 of tevo ged? aus Bluow voy ti noeluod . aM bas \iidw es 


nzvochbs tiliw ow Anids I ti steivewggs blvow 1 . vise lee 


ow bas 1weqque xol asd? aro bs iiitw on = fitay nots 
bas sdpinos Avolo‘'o tripie ts sexed Aosd moo fiiw 
tipimos Avefo'o tiptoe 3s epaiised sas no yasso iiiw ow 
us ree __»foorza ent at eted 
voy AnsdT | 


i@ ‘tp 1* - sg ‘ q 
1 * é 


TISIHKA aainaM algae! XUAAT q1HD 30 moTeetMaue) 
| Pope ere ee i, _-{ @0L-9 
(OLL-9 Praraxa OaNsLAM araaae" 7 WHO 10 woreetnaua) 

(LiL-9 TraLuxs caaaAM ADS TSAR qant Oo woreerMave) 


(damauotan gouTaaz00%9) 
 (TMEMMAUOTGA OT TMAUeTUd GaMUeaR aoyrass20n9) 


} “7 a 4 ip eiu 


\naal jeep sis neloud : AAMOREAINMOD at 

| Bisa I BA spninave eidt seb10 od eaieem wo itso In't 
7 vier 

~r93ni bed aw --  axedsuqusaai ever ow | noon193 38 aids 

> ie I > rag 

oxs coetast om bas doeliw .eam ted¢ Antdy 1 .exedexq 


a) Sie Dares 


; aedsis at -sxegouquedai is ee 


Aut 2 eee ate vial we a0 
| 57 Smoom edit a epic 

' : a we ee 
re 1 Pal pe ae ee 0 “ -_ Lo ie - Py et) , a 





MEEWEST REPORTING ETD. 1798 

















BURNABY 2, 8.C. 
| Well, we'll just sit here for 
| another minute or two and maybe -- 
I CHIEF T'SELEIE: There is another 
4 interpreter here. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, would 
6 you swear in this interpreter? 
4 NOFL KAKFWI, sworn in as interpreter. 
8 CHIEF T'SELEIE: I would like to 
ii maybe explain why those maps are up on the wall. 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
a go ahead. 
2 CHIEF T'SELEIE: No, I am | 
+ asking you what's the reason for the maps on the 
14 wall. 
“aa THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
16 | think thatMr. Bell can tell us about this map and 
17 I think that we can ask the people from Arctic 
| 
aal| Gas and Foothills to explain this map. 
19 | Mr. Bell, would you like 
- to tell us about the map on the left side, if you 
al think now is the appropriate time. 
22 MR. BELL: I think, sir, perhaps 
23 if I could just mention that these are the land use 
| 
7 maps that we have been preparing in connection with Ce 
a land use research. That would be sufficient for the 
oT ‘ time being and I will bring forward witnesses later 
=i on in the Inquiry to explain them in more detail. 
28 ; THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Carter, 
ao 


would you just tell us about the map on the right, 


a just briefly what it is and we won't go into it at 
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length now. 
MR. CARTER: Sir, the map 
on the right was prepared by Arctic Gas staff at the 
request of the Commission Staff to outline the 
route that Arctic Gas has applied for and as well 


outline the route that Foothills has applied for and 


you'll note that the Arctic Gas route includes the cross- 


delta alternative that is presently under consideration 
by Arctic Gas: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
why ade arf't it include the interior route, past Old 
Crow? 

MR. CARTER: I can't explain 
that, sir, we just brought’ ait today and 'D hadn“t 
noticed that until now. I don't know why. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
I should say, Chief, for the benefit of the people 
here that the first gentlemen who spoke was Mr. Bell 
who is a lawyer for the Indian Brotherhood and he 
later on will explain through witnesses the traditional 
hunting, trapping and fishing areas used by the 
people of Good Hope as they appear on this map. The 
second gentleman who spoke is Mr. Carter, a lawyer 
for Arctic Gas who prepared this map which shows the 
route of the Arctic Gas pipeline and the route to the 
Foothills pipeline and these maps are here just so 
you can look at them, and when we adjourn for coffee 
later on, feel free to come up and look at them and 
Ene ete why the Indian Brotherhood and Arctic Gas put 


them up there so you could take a look at them. 
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Ga rd J. Kakfwi 
1 We're ready to hear anyone 
a else who wishes to speak, and the people at the door, 
3} aif you want to come up and take seats further -- 
4 closer to the front, ‘you certainly are welcome to do 
> that: 
6] Anyone who wishes to 
7 | come forward now and make a statement, I am anxious 
8} to hear any of you who wish to speak. 
9 JONAS KAKFWI, sworn. 
i MR. KAKFWI: Mr. Berger, I am Jonas 
11] Kakfwi of Fort Good Hope, and I have four boys, and 
12! one adopted daughter. Their ages are: the oldest 
13 is eleven down to four. 
14] I have been living in Fort 
15 | Good Hope all my life and I am forty-two years old. 
en Welcome to our town, Fort Good Hope, to hear 
17 | about what we think of our lovely land, of all our 
18 Northwest Territpries. We know that it is our 
19 | land and what is this about a pipeline coming through? 
20 How many times we already answered that we don't want 
ol | the pipeline to come through, before this, our lovely 
De land of the Northwest Territories is settled. 
ie Mr. Berger, I am a son of one 
24 | of our oldest peoples living in Good Hope, name of 
25 | Gabe Kakfwi. His age would be about 96. Since Il 
26 | was old enough, I start to listen to what my dad 
27 | had to say about his back days in the bush, like 
28 trapping and hunting, and how they loved their land. 
29 | | This is what I had to .say now 
30 and some tomorrow. Like in the old days my dad and 
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mom, they were young and they used to travel, not 
by boat) or; kicker,,.or,not by planes, but by foot. 
Like in the spring time, like they used to gather 
up this little village, Fort Good Hope to get little 
of whiteman's grub like tea, tobacco and ammunitions. 
Soon as they get this they used to start down to 
where they used to trap to do their hunting and 
then after they get all of their supplies, they 
would go -- they would take them down about four 
or five miles from here, then they would land them 
there. This is just by paddling, no kickers, and 
this, they know they were heading for Anderson River, 
their country. 

After they land down there 
they just pack up their dogs and away they go. 
After they go back inland and he told me a lot of 
times, he said, "Son, we were young when we used to 
come te ji] lakew, We'dshear;thesducks and»beaver, on 
the lake and by night they would hear the loons 
and the ducks howling way out on the lake. And 
that, they used to sit by their outside fire and 
there they would eat their fish or ducks or moosemeat 
or whatever they get and then when they have 

to walk 

eaten it, they used/all the way out to Anderson 


River, day after days of walking, but not one of 


. uS Saying we are tired or that, or caught a cold 


or stomach ache or any other sickness. And once 
we get back to our country, Anderson River, we 
think we own our land, still today we know it's 


our tand’. And once we used to get back to the 
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Anderson River we were in our glory. We eat what 
we kill inland or catch in water. 

But since white peoples 
come in, brought their laws, they brought all kinds of 
developments such as seismics and highways, tourists 
that are coming into the lakes and so on. And 
now pipelines which they're talking about. 

Me. Berger, “ri 1 ‘come’ to 
somebody's lot in the south and take a shovel and 
start digging, like they won't like it. They would 
get the whiteman's law after me and then they 
would put me in the jail and I know this would 
happen. This is the way we think also about our 
lot, our lovely land of the Northwest Territories. 
We don't want any more developments or pipeline 
before the land claim is settled. 

Yes, Mr. Berger, I think 
this is allsi have to say for tonight. Thank you, 
the whole party. There might be more tomorrow. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank 
you very much, Mr. Kakfwi. Perhaps if you could 
let us have your written statement, if you are 
willing to part with it we will have it marked as 
an exhibit and it will form a partof the record 


along with the statements from the Chief and the 


- members of the Band Council who spoke this after- 


noon. 
(SUBMISSION OF JONAS KAKFWI MARKED EXHIBIT C-112) 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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sas i CE M. Lafferty 

1| MICHAEL LAFFERTY, Sworn. 

2I MR. LAFFERTY : My name is Michael 

y Lafferty. I agree with everybody that is against 

4 the pipeline and I am against it too. You, the 

S white people should think of us, the Dene people, 

«| and our lives and ways. 

7 We were born here and lived 

3 | Meresall our ives.) twas raised. in the buen anc 

5 | WOuld likes tO -ralse my children the samelway. 

10 | went to school for a few years but quit because 

| TeCLan tourike wit. My mind was not On schooling, 

i 

12 Dit st tewaseenembush litesthat, 1 ren oved more than 
eT school: Now, today, Tam married and have three 
14] children. I make my living off the land and have 
| everything to live off the bush with. Dog steam, 1 
| have a boat, kicker, gun, snowshoes, just about 
17 | everything -- tent. 

18 | I never realized what was 
a going on until we got together and talked about 
| what was happening to us people. The liquor and 
= welfare and other things are ruining us people 
| and our lives. They will ruin us more with the 
ad pipeline and more development. None of these things 
Ba are any good to us. None of these things will be 
2 any good for our children. If you, the white people | 
foe _ want to do anything with us people or the land, 
Oa let's have our land settlement first before any more 
28 1 development. 
oe That is all that I have 

a to say for tonight. I might come back tomorrow. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
veryamuch, MrasLafiferty. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

JUDY LAFFERTY, Sworn. 

MRS. LAFFERTY: My name is Judy Lafferty. 
iy-feel at as amportant»forsme toisay! what is. on 
my mind because what we say today will concern the 
lives of our children and, theism children.» .1, myself, 
was born here and raised by my grandparents. 

Our people are proud of what 
they were, they were also proud of their ways and 
their lives. We all knew our Dene language and 
our way. We were one big happy family until the 
white people came with their laws and schools and 
especially their liquor. 

In other words, the white peoples 
are trying to wipe out our ways of life with their 
liquor and development. 

I.also blame the.schools | 
because they are teaching our children the whiteman's 
WaYcehL donststhink.that;it will ever work out 


this way. I know this for sure because there is a 


lot of young people that quit school before they 
even got to Grade 12 and these young people are 

now very confused about life. They were born Dene 
and they'll stay Dene all their lives. Even if 
they finish school and make something of themselves, 
they'll never be accepted as a whiteman because 
henhe an Indian, bite ta 


Tidarathexabring .myechildren 
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1 out in the bush with us instead of going to school. | 


fo 


I want to teach my children how to live off the land 








3 and be able to live out there before I ever send 

4 them to school. There's a lot of young of us, -- 

>| there is a lot of us young parents that are realizing 

6 | this, so we want to send our kids with us to the | 
7 | bush before we ever send them to school. 

8 | They can go to school and 

9 learn the whiteman's way after they've learned the | 
10 bush life. They have to learn to be a Dene before | 
lly they try to be anything else because that is what 
= we are. How are we going to teach our children ! 
13| how to live off the land if development destroys the 
14] land? What are we going to live off if the development 
15} destroys everthing, and the animals, what are we 
16 


going to live on? 














| 
| 

ch Us people that were brought 

18 | up on this land were taught by our elders to | 

19 | respect the land and what is on it. To this day | 

20 everyone of us still respects what our elders | 

21 taught us about everything. | 

22 You, the white peoples are the | 

23 ones with the education, but it seems none of you 

24 | know what the word "respect" means, how to respect 

25 | the people or the land. 

26) . The word "development" means 

27 money to white people. To us it means destroying Us 

sa | people that live here. The word "development" 

= files you white people forget the word "respect". 


ih donvit want) ito; offend anybody, | 
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esse ose J. Lafferty 
A. Wilson 
1 but all of these things I said’ are really being done 
2 to us. Not only us people here, but all the Native 
3 peoples of the North. 
4 That is all. 
3 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
6 | very much, Mrs. Lafferty. I wonder if you would 
7 let us have your written statement so that it 
8 can be marked as an exhibit. Thank you very much. 
9 (SUBMISSION OF JUDY LAFFERTY MARKED EXHIBIT C-113) 
10 AL WILSON, Sworn. 
ag MR. WILSON: Mr. Berger, my name is 
12} Al Wilson and I live in Fort Good Hope, and I'd 
13 | like to say also that I am proud to live in Fort 
14 Good Hope. I have been accepted here by the people. 
15 | I have been in the Territories for fifteen years and 
16 | what’ I° would like’to say to’ this ‘Inquiry is what 
17 | Gas Arctic and the Government is asking that the 
| Natives give up a way of life they have always 
| followed. 
20 | Having worked on oil rigs and 
eh Wwithpipeline crews for a number of years before 
22 I came to the N.W.T. I worked on oil rigs along the 
23 Alaska Highway / B.C., and I worked with pipelines 
24) at Fort Nelson. Also in Northern Alberta on 
25 | oil rigs and pipelines in Swan Hills and I have seen 
26 | - what happens to the communities where this happens. 
27 | On the Indian Reserve at Wabasca, Alberta, the 
2% | crews were travelling forty miles on a winter road 
29 | Goede into the small communities and that is nothing 
i size of the 





compared to the/operation that is going to be here. 
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1 What will happen if a crew is here ? The local 

2 people would not have much chance of using the 

ot facilities, everything would be full of people 

he and I don't want to see this happen in the N.W.T. 

5 When I was a young man I 

6 | could hunt and fish anywhere I felt like it in 

7 my home, which is down in Quebec. 

| In September of 1939 I joined 

a the army and came out in July of 1945. Shortly after, 
10 || I left my home and came west. In 1960 I came to 

Tay) the N.W.T. In 1967 I went home along with my wife, 
ip who was from Fort Good Hope and she is translating 
13 | for me now, and it was a great disappointment to 
14] me. Each time I wanted to go hunting or fishing 

15 | it was not available to me. The streams were either 
eo polluted, or there was a big sign reading:"Fish 
17| Club Members Only". 
13 ; Hunting was the same thing. 
19 Any good hunting area was posted on every fencepost, 
20 "No Hunting . Anyone Found Hunting Without a 
Ds) Membership Will Be Prosecuted." On checking the 
2? price of memberships it was anywhere from Sen 0.0 
23 to $500.00 per year. A pipeline at this time would 
24 | be the start of the same thing in the Mackenzie Valley. 
a We do not have any control at this time over the 
26 | land or what it is used for. Even if the people have 
a never given up their rights to the land, we are 
28 still under colonial rule, as the rest of Canada 
29 | used to be 150 years ago. 
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in this supposedly democracy, but here the people 


can rule as long as they follow the Government 


' 
| 
| 


| 
{ 


policy. This policy is set down by Ottawa. Otherwise 


the Commissioner will overrule anything that the 


Government doesn't like. Ofcourse, he is appointed 


i 
| 


by Ottawa. A council of the N.W.T. has been established 


with no way to make decisions that do not suit 
the government policy. 

Mr. Berger, if the Government 
has to give our non-renewable resources to the 
U.S.A., let them build their pipeline in someplace 
that has already been spoiled by the blight of our 
so-called civilization. 

I have lived in the N.W.T. 
approximately 15 years and I have found very little 
discrimination to those who wanted to make their 
home here. Not to come and impose our way on them. 
As a person whq loves this country and wants it to 
remain a free country, I say take the pipeline some 
other route along the Alaska Highway or the Valdez 


way, but don"t tear up our land and spoil ‘the culture 


‘of the people. 


Mes Berger,could ™f-ask a 
question of the gas companies? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 
certainly. 
MR. WILSON: I would like to know 
how they are going to cross -- well, we call it 
the Rabbitskin, nee -- our people --the Hare Indian 


River without disrupting the fishing and the 
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before we go any farther. Do you want to point out 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. A. Wilson 
BURNABY 2, B.C. J. Ellwood 
i| water. which we use there for this community 
i in the wintertime. 
a F THE COMMISSIONER: Would 
4 you translate the question? 
| Mr. Carter, we will call on 
6 | you first. Do you want one of the representatives 
71 of Arctic Gas to answer Mr. Wilson's question? 
7 MR. CARTER: Yes, could 
| we answer that just ina little while, maybe 
10 later on this evening? 
11 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
12 | and well then, we'll call, Mr. Ellwood, on you, 
13 | perhaps a little later on -- 
14 | MR. ELLWOOD: Any time. 
15 | THE COMMISSIONER: You're 
16) ready now, well, all right, if you are ready now 
17 you might as well answer it now. 
a Mr. Ellwood is a pane aa eae 
19 | of Foothills Pipelines and he has been sworn in the 
29 | past in community hearings. That is why he is 
ak being allowed to give evidence without being 
22 Sworn) es oLont, <dOsanead. 
23 JOHN ELLWOOD, resumed. 
24 | A As I understand your 
35 | question, Mr. Wilson, was how to cross the Hare 
26. Indian River without disruption to the fish and 
2% the water supply of the Town of Fort Good Hope. 
28 | The =- 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Just 
: 
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A DUN REET SORTING CDE A. Wilson 
URNABY 2, B.C. J. Elldoon 
1 the river for me on the map? 
2 A Certainly. 
3 | It is the Hare Indian here 
| just north of Fort Good Hope. The pipeline crossing 
5 is just about three miles -- three and a half miles 
| it looks like from the Town of Fort Good Hope. 
7 In this situation the actual 
8 construction of the river crossing will be timed 
| so that it does not coincide with the fish migration 
10 | up or down the Hare Indian River. 
tly THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
12) do you want to translate this as we go along, 
ye Ba Mrs. Wilson. 
14 A in addition seur biologists | 
15 are sampling the Hare Indian and all other rivers 
16 to identify overwintering spots for the fish. We 
17 | are avoiding these, as we find them the route is 
13 moved to avoid.such locations. 
19% We feel that that will give 
20 | sufficient protection to the fish in all the rivers 
1 | that we are crossing here, that there will be 
22 no adverse impact on the fish resources. 
23 | MR. WILSON: 
24 | Well, the reason for 
25 | my question is -- 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
7 let Mrs. Wilson translate first. 
28 Thank you. You are going 
29 | ea iath another question -- 


MR. WILSON: Yes, the reason of my 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LD. A. Wilson 
BURNABY 2, B.C. J. Ellwood 
1 question is, Mr. Berger, is that that is a supply of 
2 fresh fish for this community during the winter. 
3 There are nets and hooks set in that river all 
4 winter under the ice. 
> I fish and hunt myself and 
6 have since I was a boy, I was brought up -- my 
7| grandparents were Indians, and I have never caught 
8 | fish yet where the water has been disturbed, and 
2 also that is the water supply for this community 
10 during the winter, in the middle of that river. 
a MR. ELLWOOD: 
be A Yes, we are aware that 
13 | the Town of Good Hope gets their water supply from 
14 | the Hare Indian. With regard to that particular 
15 | question, it is quite likely that this crossing 
16 | would be put in in the summertime after the first 
7 fish run, that is something still to be decided 
18 upon. 
19 | At the time that the ditch in 
29 the river bed is open, or is excavated, there is, 
v8 of course, sediment stirred up which is carried 
22 down the river. I am not sure of the exact location, 
23 where the Town of Fort Good Hope gets its water 
24) supply, but it would be our intention not to foul 
25 | that up with the sediment disturbed by the trenching 
26 operation. 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: Would 
28 | you translate. 
29 | MR. WILSON: 








Well, liking fishing as I do, 
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J. Ellwood 


I still think that pipeline would look a lot better 
over the Alaska Highway or the Valdez. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, 
L-couldn*t hear you, MrsuWitlson: 

A I saiaoliking “toveuven 
the way I do, and I am allowed to fish and hunt here 
by the people of this community, I can't see where 
they are going to cross the stream without disturbing 
it and I think that the pipeline should be, let's 
put it over on the Alaska Highway. I think that is 
a very good place for it. That's already been 
spoiled over there. I used to live there. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
are going to hold hearings in Whitehorse next week 
to hear what Arctic Gas, Foothills, the Council 
of Yukon Indians and other people have to say about 
the notion that the pipeline should follow the 


Alaska Highway., We are going to be hearing what 


people have to say about that next week in Whitehorse. 


Maybe you could just translate what Mr. Wilson said 
and what I said, Mrs. Wilson. 

A I thank you for listening 
to me. I still think when I see that pipeline map 
thene,and the, wayiethateit \singoing, thateafter “our 


land claims, then we can talk development. Up until 


. then I have to go with the Dene people on land 


Claimsstirst., Thank youu. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson, did you have a written 


statement? If you did maybe you could leave it with 
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J. Pierrot 


us and it will be marked as an exhibit. 

A If you can read my 
WIeDoLnGit 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
think so. 

(SUBMISSION OF AL WILSON MARKED EXHIBIT C-114) 
(WITNESSES ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Carter, if you 
decide hhatercontthat *youtd ike one of *your 
representatives to add anything to what Mr. 

Ellwood has said, you let me know. 

JIM PIERROT, sworn. 

MR. PIERROT: I wanted to say a few 
words about our land. My name is Jim Pierrot and 


I have got seven kids. 





THE COMMISSIONER: What is 








17 | your name again, sir, forgive me. Your name 
18 | again? | 
Ae A Jim Pierrot. | 
20 | THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes, | 
| | 
21 | thank you. | 
22 MR. PIERROT: We don't want pipeline 
23) because the pipeline will give trouble to our : 
| 
24 | children. We understand what will happen to our | 
25 | children and our grandchildren and what will happen | 
26 | - to our land, animals and fish and water. | 
27 | After the pipeline goes through, 
28 | our childrens and our young people will have no 
: 
29 | jobs. So we want our land, this is our land, and our 
20) children want to live on it, after us, as well as with | 
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1| us. The pipeline if they put it on, it will destroy 
| 

2 | everything, the children and the animals and the 

3} land, and this: land, we®ivetonwitians cumrbife and 
' is our blood, this land. 

>| We don't need the pipeline 

6 | tomspoiviour land: and: ourvlife, so I icallb ityid 

7 Say no pipeline. We like to live free life of 

8 | before. We like to be a free life too on our land. 
a We go hunting and fishing and go trapping, it is a 
10 | peaceful country for us to be happy on ati 
| I have been brought up at 
12 | Pierrot Creek. That place, they call it after my 
13 grandfather's name. I stay there most of my life. 
M4 I am about 54 years old, and all this, my grandfather 
15 | and my father have passed, now I am trapping there 
‘1 and go fishing there. I live there most of my time. 
ote That is the way how we live our life on our land. 
18 | We like to be free as the way of our parents done 
19 | before. We like to have a free life and not to 
20 | be bothered by others. 
21 And that is all I could say. 
22 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
23 very much, Mr. Pierrot. Maybe you would leave 
24) your statement with us so that it can be marked as 
25 | an exhibit, thank you. -- And is it possible for 
26 | - you to point out Pierrot Creek on the map ~~ on 
any £Vigs one2d TEeDttien’ tt=— 
28 | (SUBMISSION OF JIM PIERROT MARKED EXHIBIT C-115) 
29 | | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we'll 
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hear perhaps from one more witness and then we will 
take a little break for coffee, if there is any. 

CHARLIE BARNABY, Sworn. 

MR. BARNABY: 

Mr. Berger, my name is Charlie Barnaby. 
I am a former chief of Good Hope. I was a chief 
of my people for five years and I talked for my 
people and you can see that I have no statement. 
Whatever I say I talk from the bottom of my heart 
and always did. When I talk about something I 
talk about things that I seen in the past. 

I don't agree with everybody 
that don't want no pipeline because I know what 
oil can do because I seen with my own eyes in 1943. 
When the last war started, it was going on strong, 
they were short of oil, so they got oil from Norman 
Wells to Alaska. I seen one tank, 5,000 gallon 
tank on this Canol side and they used to call it old 
camp, that is right on the river bank, there was 
tanks there. 

In 1943 before I went to 
school in April, that tank bust and all that oil 
went onto the Mackenzie River. I know it because 
my dad had a cabin there and it got old so I built 


another one, actually my dad lived there and raised 


-us up eight miles below Norman Wells on the west 


Side. And when that oil spilled there was about a 
three mile stretch of it just full of oil on top of 


the ice and when the ducks coming in they land in 


itiqgand. lonct one of those ducks ever got out. There | 
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C. Barnaby 


were hundreds and hundreds of ducks stuck in the 
omlme And that’ fall, usually we stay here fishing 
in the summer and go back in September and live 
there all winter and I guess when the ice went, 
the oil went with the ice and Goose Island they 
call ee ain Cevercd with oil, 1c didn't get rid 
of it with the water, you know, with the overflow. 
My brothers shot two moose 
on that island and I think that is the only two 
that ever went there and even the flesh was taste 
oil and the hide was worth nothing because it was 
just soaked with oil from the willows they were 
walking through. 
That's why we don't want 
NGPA pebinen A Little ™ bit-of spill’ can spoil 
a lot of damage to our land and so for the animals 
we live on and for the fur that we sell to get 
our money. 
I still think experts are the 
Native, are the people from the country, not the 
white people, they are not expert, from what I | 
seen in San Sault test site there. That is a test | 
site, they call it, a whole bunch of us went there 
one time to see what's going on there, and they 
got pipes on top of ground and underground and that 
thing is not supposed to move, that is supposed to 
be a test site, and that was five years ago when 
I seen it and I went hunting last summer and I 
on stuck and there was a couple of Natives from 


| 


Wrigley looking after the camp, so I went and had 
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C. Barnaby 

| tea and they showed me around with a truck at the 

2 same place and I couldn't believe that it was the 

3 same place because there is nothing, Justwaie ih 

"| those pipes, there's no oil or nothing and it was 

> | all crooked, it was just like waves. What will 

6 happen if Jt, got orl in there? 

7 And they had all kinds of 

| different kinds of grass planted there and they 

| said they're going to take one colour to put on | 
10 | top the pipeline to see if the pipeline breaks | 
" it is supposed to change colour and they just : 
12 | have to fly over with a helicopter and they can 
13 | spot a break right there by telling by the grass, 
14) and I told them, I said, how could you tell that? 
15 | And they said it would change colour. By the time 
16 | they find that break there will be a big lake 
17 | of oil on the ground and it is going to ruin the 
13 ground, because the pump stations will be going 
19 steady. | 
20 | The Americans, they study on | 
21| the moon, while they studied on the moon, they made 
224 a big dump pile out of the moon, they left a bunch : 
23 of junk up there and they're finished with it. 
24 | And then the oil companies started that with our 
25 | land. We don't want our land to be Fuse Like the | 
26 | moon, left all with -- full of junks, that we're | 
27 | going to live with for the future. 
28 | I think the people were happy 
29 | ER at pipeline and we don't need the pipeline. 





They already, like Al Wilson said, they already got 








mts 200 98 sed pea : 
ak ule tout .paidgon at 2 





sew 22 bas paddton x0 Lto,on stexeds ,2egig saodt 


Li iw Jed -eovew oAil teut esw ti latch Lis 

_ Tetedt at. Iho top tk. ‘2k asqged 

to ebatdx (fs Sed yous BaAé A biag,. (ote Abhhe’ #2 “8s 
yous bas sisds betaslg aaste to ebmix trhezetitb 
no tug oF xwalon ano sist oF patop.ex'yedd bise 
eAseid entieqiq oft it see oF enilegiq — six gor 
seut yod3s bas ywoloo spnsdo oc bheeoqque ef ti 
m6) yod? Bas setyqoviled 5 dtiw steve yl2 oF sved 
,288%p Sat yd paiifes yd sauce pe ee & to"Ue 
fisd? [lat woy Blyos wod ,.bise I ,meAs blot I bas 
emit.ed3? ya .ivolo> epnsdo blyow ti bise yodd baAé 


eaAsl pid s od Ilitw oxeds Xpexd tedz bat yods 


ets aivx of prior ei ti bas bavorp eft no Lio to 
paiopy ed Iltw anoiststa qmuq sit savaced ,bauoxp 
| - ybsesea 

mo ybyse yods easoizemA ont? 
ahem yarns moom ony no botbuse yor wilstitee com edt 
fonvd s titel yert ,noom afd to 3u6 elig qaub pid s 
-3f dtiw pedatni 9x'yedt bas oxerit qu anet to 
two Agiw jetty botxste eelasgqmop fio elt neds bat 


edd exit taut od oF bast avo sasw t'nob eW .dasi . 


et‘ow ted? ,exmut to Liu? -~ dziw lis steel ,noom 


-o14tu2 off x0? dtiw evil o% entop 


yaaed sxew elgosg od3 Anidt Te 


-entlegig sj bea 4!nob ow bas enifegiq avodtiw 
| 40@, ybseals yed? ,bise sosliw tA exif ,ybsosis yodT 


ee ee er 


— ————————_——————— SS —S c 7 har 
> © & 2 
te & &w & 





ALEWEST REP OR TING tid. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


























1818 
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Alaska, where they spoiled, they might as well put 
it there, we don't need it, we are happy without 
tay 

I know and there is a lot 
of people told me, they said, what is that pipeline 
for? Well, my answer is, the pipeline is just 
a cragyething going through our land if it does 
go through, just for another stupid Indian like me 
POs tt Deoverrit.. thatec ally it. is good. for. 

Mr. Berger, I would like 
to give somebody else a chance to talk, I'll be 
talking again tomorrow, so thanks for listening. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr .2.Barnaby. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE. COMMISSIONER.....Before 
we adjourn I should say that Mr. Barnaby discussed 
not only the impact of a gas pipeline, but the 
impact of an oil pipeline as well. The pipeline 
that Arctic Gas and Foothills Pipelines want to 
build is a gas pipeline, but the Federal Government 
has saiduthat. if a.gas,pipeline is built it will ,~have 
a great influence on the route that an oil pipeline 
willetake if one is built. -That. is, they, have. made 
it plain that if a gas pipeline is built up the 
Mackenzie Valley,then if an oil pipeline is built, the 
route it takes will be determined in large measure 
by the route already taken by the gas pipeline. 
So the Federal Government has, Said in the pipeline 


guidelines, that the pipeline companies are to bring 
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op Seema J. Caeser 
1] forward evidence of the impact of an oil pipeline 
2) as well as of the impact of a gas pipeline. Now, 
3 | theys wil lw bel cal ledsuponi tosdotso at thetingquiry 
4 later in the year. I mention this now so that you 
; will understand that all of you who wish to discuss 
6 | ‘the impact of an oil pipeline are, like Mr. Barnaby, 
7 entitled to do so. 
8 Thattmay behavlittile diffacudt 
2) to translate, but would you do the best you can, 
10 | Mrs. Wilson? 
li} We will adjourn for about 
12 | 15 minutes just to get some fresh air and as I Say, 
131 some coffee, if we can get any, and we will start 
14| againminraboutelSrminuteseand carry right on. 
15) (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED) 
16 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies 
8 and gentlemen,.we will call the hearing to order 
pas again and Chief T'Seleie has asked that we carry on 
20 | for another hour and after that I understand that 
21 | there will be a drum dance, so we will hear as 
: Many people as we can for the next hour or so and 
23 then we will adjourn until tomorrow. 
24 | So, sirytyouvchave been 
25 | sworn, SO carry on then. 
26 | JAMES CAESER: Sworn. 
27 | MR. CAESER: Mr. Berger, people from 
23 | Gas Arctic, Foothills, people from the press and 
29 | a lilaer Dene. My name is James Caeser and I was born 
30 in February of 1954 in this settlement of Good 
| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. ers ecer 
1| Hope. Until I was eight years I have lived with my 
2| parents,outrinethe bushiy Durning those~wearlyefew : 
3 | years of my life I have inhereted my language and | 
“| culture, thus I inherited the Dene waynot Life.) This 
>| heritage has always lived with me and I have and will 
6 | always be proud to be a Dene. 
my Then in the summer of 1962 I was 
Zi persuaded by teachers to attend school. My sister and 
9 brother and myself boarded a plane to attend the Sir 
10 Alexander Mackenzie School and was a resident at | 
Hh Grollier Hall, a Roman Catholic hostel at Inuvik. | 
12| At that time I did not know any words in English | 
13] or other foreign languages. Most of the punishments, 
14) discomforts and frustrations imposed upon me were 
15 | because of my language and culture. I think partly 
16 because of the colour of my skin. I was too stubborn 
17 | to stop being a Dene. 
13 , I attended school there for 
19} two years during which time I learned very little 
20 | of value. I then decided to remain home for the 
21 '64/'65 school year to get away from the whiteman's 
22 | system. Even then I learned that my decision was not | 
23 | to go on undebated because my parents were threatened 
24 by teachers and local government people, that if I | 
25 | stayed, they would forfeit any more Government | 
26 | - aid. However, I stayed for that last year with my par- 
27 | ents out in the bush. 
28 | | During my high school year 
29 | i nee exposed to the world of whitemen. Having learned 
30 | and experienced their language andowavseeniagidanet like 
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| 
| what was happening to me. Education done very little 
2 | of value for me. It only taught me how to be greedy, 
| how to exploit others, and how to question my place in 
4) the universe. 
5 I thought I got away from the 
a whiteman's way of life after I completed my high 
" school studies. Now, I run into another problem. 
3 That of the pipeline. 
9 | We, the Dene people, do not 
10 | want pipelines or highways) ito pierce the heart of 
Ly our land like spears, killing all life now present, 
12) including the whiteman and other people of this earth. 
13 We do not want development 
14) because we do not want our people to sleep on 
15 | park benches because they don't have a place of 
16 | their own, to be murdered in some dark alley for 
17 | a few dollars, to work in some thirty storey building 
8 never knowing who they are, to eat artificial 
19| flavoured food and die of malnutrition, to wake up 
20 | on concrete and having no place to go, to die without 
21 ever seeing a wild flower, or touching a wild animal, 
22 or drinking unpolluted water in a wild land. 
23 No, we do not want pipelines 
24 or highways on our land. 
25 | I think of our land as a virgin | 
26 | - in its own time, untouched by the greedy hands of 
21 | big money, exploitation, ruin or death. 
28 | Ithink of our land as our 
29) heart giving us blood to flow through our veins. I 





saad think of our land like I think of our people, our 
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AAT CEBY NEOTR J. Caeser 
D. Rowe 
| people like our land. 
| No, we do not want pipelines 
3) or) highways to choke our land of life. 
4 this: istaldTehavesto sayetor 
a now. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
7| Muice Caeser; 
=] Mr. Caeser, could you let us 
3 keep your written statement and if you will, it 
au will be marked as an exhibit. 
LL (SUBMISSION OF JAMES CAESER MARKED EXHIBIT C-116) 
b2 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
13 MR. CARTER: I am prepared 
ita to respond to Mr. Wilson's question. 
15} THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
| all right. Well, Mr. Rowe, now is os good a time 
17 | as any, I think. This gentleman is Mr. Rowe who is 
18 a representative of Arctic Gas and he has been 
19 sworn in the past at other community hearings so that 
20 is why he will be allowed to give evidence without 
21 being sworn again. 
22 DOUGLAS ROWE, resumed. 
=| MR ROWE: Judge Berger, the document 
24 which I have in front of me here I obtained from the 
er Settlement Office during the break and it is volume 
26 | ‘XVI of the Arctic Gas Biological Report series and 
27 | it in particular deals with cataloging of the lakes 
28 | and streams along the proposed pipeline route, 
29 the Hare Indian River which is one of these. 
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translate that, Mr. Kakfwi? 
MR. ROWE: Arctic Gas would propose 

to cross the Hare Indian River during the river 
using a conventional type of pipeline winter crossing. 
This would involve digging a trench in the bottom 
Ofethe civer, pulling,the.pipeline into jplace wand 
backtilling Gn stop .of it.to a depth of about seven 
feet of cover or so. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
how deep would the trench be? You said three feet 
of cover, then there is four feet of pipe beneath 
that -- 

A NOyeleamysorry, Ligwasn't 
three feet of cover. It would probably be seven 


bOmtuensceet of ,coven. 


Q Oh, did you say seven 
to ten feet of cover -- well, how deep would the 
trench be in the river? 

A It,would,be .another... four 


| 


feet on top of that, so say, 14 feet deep in the --at the 
channel where the deepest-- 

Q So where the pipeline 
crosses the Hare Indian River you will cross in 
winter and the trench in the river bed itself would 
be ten to fourteen feet deep? 

A ThateLs wight. 

Q And you put the pipe. in 
and then you put the soll in onetoo lof the. pipe): 


Yougmigbiy trans tate,~that)....1f 


it wasn't clear to me, it might not have been clear to 
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everybody else in the translation. 

How wide -- what is the width 
of the river where you are’ going’ to¥ cross"it, do you 
have that? 

A No, I do not have that 
information. -- I don't think. -- No, I don't have 
Pen Glial tis document. 

The reason that we would 
Propose CoO cross this river during the winter is 
mainly on a recommendation from our aguatic consul- 
tants who inform us that the river is a sensitive 
area during the period from May until November of 
ce year. (its 1s due~to ther tact’ that’ ' it” serves 
aS a spawning and nursery area for grayling and 
longnose suckers, but we also are aware that there 
is a summer utilization in the river of other 
species of fish, but we do not have spawning data 
on these other Species. 

THE COMMISSIONER: ~ Can you 
handle that? 

THE TWTERPRETER:” “Yess. 

MR. ROWE: A As Mr. Ellwood mentioned, 
the winter is a potentially sensitive area as well 
in that there may be overwintering populations of 


fish in the river. We have not determined as yet 


“where these locations are, but the biologists feel 


tiat there 1s-a nigm probability that these over- 


wintering areas may exist in the river. 


As far as the siltation goes, 


the overwintering areas of the fish would be critical 
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should they occur immediately downstream of the 
crossing. The siltation load could put additional 
stress on the population by removing perhaps some 


of the oxygen availability from the water. 


Does that answer Mr. Wilson's 


question in sufficient ?detaii? 


Or are -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that 
is the answer that you have given us and I thank 
you, for providing that. -=f-was=qoing to say that 
Mr. Scott, Commission Counsel, is here and I am 
gOing to ask Mr. Scott to consider the evidence that 
has been given by Mr. Ellwood and by Mr. Rowe on the 
crossing of the Hare Indian River. Foothills says 
it would build the river crossing in the summer, and 
Arctic Gas says: it would build the river crossing 
in the winter. 

At the formal hearings in 
Yellowknife you may well decide, Mr. Scott, that 
we should examine this divergent approach to the 
problem in greater detail, so thank you, Mr. Rowe. 

MR. ROWE: A Excuse me, Sir, would 


you wish that we put this particular -- mark this 


‘page as an exhibit? It is the data on the Hare 


Indian River crossing. 


THE COMMISSIONER: No, give 


“hat toeMr.. Scott... “The poor ws already an- exhibit 


in the Inquiry any way. 
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A Fa he mes ai ed oi oe 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
Mk cGOla.. Mr. Rowe and I 


will make an inspection tomorrow morning at six. 


THE -COMMES STONER: whThat «rsn&t 

what I had in mind. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do we have 
another witness -- 

STEVE KAKFWI, Sworn. 

MR. KAKFWI: I wantstosaskoFoothilis 

and == 

THE COMMISSIONER :h)e@ouldnyou 
give us your name first, sir. 

A Steve Kakfwi. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Sir. 

A I'm from Good Hope. I'd 
Lake to askcFoothillsvandsGas Arctic where they are 


going to get gravel and sand from that they are going 


to use during the construction of the proposed pipeline. 


THE COMMISSIONER: ¥esy 


Mr. Ellwood. 


MR. ELLWOOD: Would you like 


us to use this mike or whatever? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Whatever 


suits you. 


JOHN ELLWOOD, resumed 


MR. ELLWOOD: We have identified all 


i 
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along our route a series of potential sources of 
gravel. I am not certain of the exact locations of 
these in the Fort Good Hope area. We have most of 
our data from previous work up here and from the 
Department of Public Works who have been investigating — 
gravel sources in relation to the Mackenzie Valley 
Highway and there is no decision yet on which gravel 
sources should be used. This is still a matter that 
the Government has indicated they want to play a 
fairly active role in deciding which ones will be 
used and which ones will not. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, have 
you, has Foothills identified potential sources of 
gravel in the vicinity of Fort Good Hope? 

A We do have them identified, 
at this time I'm just notpablestegsay,exactly where 


they are. I would have to refer to some of our 


construction maps. 


Q Would it be possible to 
tell us tomorrow -- aresyourer?2 
A Vess 1 1a¢ould,siwncould | 


get that information by tomorrow. 


Q Are you in the same 


Position, Mr, Carter? 


MR; .CARTER: I think that our prob- 
lem is the same as that of Mr.Ellwood. We will attempt 


to-dig that information .up.and give it to.yous tomornaw, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 


don't have.to translate-all.of this, .you,can)just say 
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1 that they will try to answer that question tomorrow. 
It is a good question and these gentlemen will do 
their best to answer it, but we will give them the 


nighiteto.think about it. 




















"1 MR. KAKFWI: 

6 | A Thank) you. 

zi THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

‘ (WITNESSES ASIDE) 

7 THE COMMISSIONER: Bear in 

e] mind Mr. Carter and Mr. Ellwood that we understand 

hl your policy, what we are interested in is the potential 
12 || sources of gravel, and sand, I think. | 
13 | MR. CARTER: My policy men 

14 | haven't made any decisions. 

15) THE COMMISSIONER:. Yes. 
16 THE INTERPRETER: This is 
17 | not too easy athing to translate fon, your, own son. 
18 : THE COMMISSIONER: No, well, 
19 don! t. wornnyvabout, ats | 
20 THE INTERPRETER: I mean, he is | 
21 Dene just like me, but I am still translating. | 
a2 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we | 
e353 have another half hour and I am most anxious to hear | 
24% from any others who wish to speak and we will just | 
25 | carry on for a little while lLongex.. | 
26 . MR. CARTER: Six, we have 
27 | got a map with the preferred borrow pits and eitearnace 
23 | borrow pits marked on it. | 
ie | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, why | 


30 don't you when we adjourn tonight just put the map up 
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our land and he says we live out of it, that's why 


BURNABY 2, 8.C. iw Boucan 

| on the wall, tack it up, and then as people come in 
2] tomorrow, they can look at it’ and then ask any 

‘ further questions. Maybe that is the best way to 

/ handle it. 

=| We have another witness anyway, 
6 so -- 

"| Mark that map, Mr. Carter 

S| so that an ordinary person like myself who is not 

ma an engineer could actually look at it and understand 
10 | where the sources of gravel are and you might consult 
nt with Mr. Ellwood about it and 22 his sources are 

le different from yours, let him mark up your map when 
134) it. goes up. 
V4 | 

is Veo oir asGarry, Oly. Sib. 

an LOUIE BOUCAN, sworn. 
17 | THE INTERPRETER: Mr. Louie 
18 Boucan, claim this itS)0Ur vend, and he agree 
19 ' they . 

with everybody that/don't want any pipeline to 

20 come through or any highway to come through this 
21 land of theirs, because he says this is our land. 

Bhs He says we live out on the 

> land. We go out and kill the games, we don't have 
ar to pay for it. So therefore, he says, this is our 
= land and we want to keep it the way it is. He says, 
A ‘compared to the white peoples, they have got the 

ae | money to buy their food. They can go ahead and 

ead go to any store or anything and buy their food, 

a but he says, we Dene in the north here, this is 

30 
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we don't want any pipeline or highway to come through. 


He says, this oil companies 
never had discussion with the people before they 
started in the North. He says, further up, he Says, 
he was 200 miles north of here and about 150 miles 
up in the foothills in the west and he says he's 
been travelling with a plane and he says there's 
Cat ,osds all over the area -— 

THE COMMISSIONER: Cat roads? 

THE INTERPRETERS | ves. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Seismic -- 

THE INTERPRETER: Seismic. 

He says why didn't they discuss this before they 
Startea that, he says, it was never discussed. He's 
seen the whole land all torn. 

He says we Dene people in the 
north, he says, we know our land. He says we know 
where we can get fish, we know where we can get meat, 
and we know where we can -- a good trapping area. 

He says we know it, he says, that's why we depend on 
it and we don't want any more of that exploration on 
our land. 

He says this was how good in 
the old days, he says, he was about ten years Olc 
when his dad left sometime early June. He says 
all I had was little tea, little shells, matches, 
he says they went about 30 miles up river and they 
went across over to the Yukonborder in the mountain. 
All the way Be ne says, his dad would shoot a 


caribou or something to eat. No problem, he said, 
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we had no tea -- I am sorry -- they had no Sugar, 
no flour, anything like that plus besides straight country 
food. He says they went into the -- I don't know, 
it is someplace in the Yukon, where they call the 
Lansing Creek. -- They went in there around the 
middle of summer and then made the turn back and 
they got out over on the border there to do their 
trapping and they travelled until the snow falled, 
and up to that day, he says, from the time when 
they left here, they never had a cupful of flour 
Or sugar or anything besides their straight meat, 
and he said it was a good life yet. 

That, ts all he, has to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Very Much, Sir. (Witness Aside) 

THE COMMLSSTONER Wo oWes,. sir? 

GEORGE ABLON: Sworn. 

MR. ABLON: My name is George 
Ablon Gi Fort Good Hope. “. lowilli talk Slavey. 

THE INTERPRETER: This gentleman 

says that if they put a pipeline in through the north 
they'll have nothing to live on. He said he | 
goes along the C.N. line there, he's been out travelling! 
on that road quite a bit and he says a lot of time | 
| 


he find a dead chicken or a dead rabbit along it. 


| 


‘There must be something that doesn't agree with 


poor rabbit or something that dies on that, and he 
said they are going to put explore through, put a 
highway and a pipeline, how many of those little 


animals are going to die which they could be using 
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1 LOL 1ToOod? 
2) He says some places where the 
i] seismic roads are and where the C.N. road -- it takes 
4 about three years before any little game get on 
5 that road because he has seen it. Suppose now, he 
a says, they take a pipe -- gas pipeline through, 
| he says, with the fume that'll be smelling, he says 
. he's wondering if there'd be anything to come through 
| around that area. He doubts that there'd be something 
a cOmmng around thau area, the fume, the gas’ -- 
i | He says we depend on our 
12 | land, that's why, he says, we are trying not to see 
13 any more exploration or the gas pipeline or the highway 
| 
14 to come through. 
oa He says claiming with the 
16 seismic people, he says some good fish lakes they'll 
17 have to watch how they cross the roads, where the 
18 little river runs in and out of the fishlakes, he 
19 says. That's one thing they depend on too, is the 
20) fishlakes. 
21 Some of the little rivers, too, 
22 he says, they're good fishing in the summer, but 
23 once the seismic cross it and they kind of put a 
24 bridge across, the fish never comes down the stream 
25) arcver chat. 
26 Titi. its callohe has £O say: 
7) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
8 very much, Sir. 
29 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
30 | JOHN ‘Y'SELEIE: Mr. Berger, 
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ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. T Sele Le 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

| can I just mention a couple of things? 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly. 

. JOHN T'SELEIE, resumed. 

4 | A Nobody knows for sure 

an if there is going to be any pipeline. The pipeline 

6 | people here today are only playing a game against 

‘| the people. They are trying to make the people 

8 think, that.there is going to be a pipeline... L.think 

9 | the whole game is like that. 

10 Not long ago the Commissioner 
| of the Northwest Territories approved land applications 
12 to dig some test sites, applications from Foothills, 
13 | and I think tomorrow someone is going to be dealing 
14 with that, but I just want to say to my people, 

15 | don't be fooled. (WLTNESS ASIDE) 

CHIEF T°SELEIE:  Resumed: 

16 CHIEF T'SELEIE: Mr. Berger, I would like to 
17 | repeat myself again that there will be no pipeline 
18 (WITNESS ASIDE) 

19 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it's 
20 | 11:15. I think maybe we have gone on as long as 

21 we should today. I want to thank all of the people 
22 of Fort Good Hope who spoke today and the visitors 
a, from Gas Arctic and Foothills who spoke and 

24 I think we'll adjourn until tomorrow and tomorrow 

25 | anyone who wishes to speak I am certainly anxious 

26 | - that you should come forward and speak and any one 
2 who spoke today but wants to add something tomorrow, 
54) I certainly want you to feel free to add whatever you 
29 | Gian at that time. 

30 | Would you translate that? 

| 
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Before we adjourn, Chief, did 
you want to, or any member of the Council, want to 
say anything about the drum dance tonight,--.Hes just 
Gide GWell oor mougnt nevdid J. liwasn °c, sure. 

I'll see you at the drum 
dance and we will all come back here at one o'clock -- 
at least I am inviting you all to come back here at 
one o'clock tomorrow and we will adjourn the hearing 
then until one o'clock tomorrow. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO AUGUST 6, 1975) 
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MAKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE INQUIRY 


IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION BY CANADIAN ARCTIC 
GAS PIPELINE LIMITED FOR A RIGHT-OF-WAY THAT MIGHT 
BE GRANTED ACROSS CROWN LANDS WITHIN THE YUKON 
TERRITORY AND THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 


: 













and 


IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
ECONOMIC IMPACT REGIONALLY OF THE CONSTRUCTION, | 
OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 
PROPOSED PIPELINE. 
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(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner) 
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FOV, Good Hope; New... 
August 6,e0L975. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 

THE, COMMISSIONER: Ladies and 
Gentlemen, we will bring our hearing to order this 
afternoon, and I should apologize for being late. The 
Chief and other people from Good Hope were kind enough 
to take me and members of my staff and some of the 
people from Arctic Gas and Foothills south along the 
river to the Ramparts and we visited some of the fish 
Camps along the way,.and I should) Say that that gives me] 
a better understanding of what all of you have been 
telling me about here in Good Hope. 

I want to thank Chief T'Seleie 
and the others who, took, us,up»to thesRamparnts for, their 
courtesy. 

Are we ready to hear others who 
may wish to speak this afternoon? 

GABRIEL KOCHON, sworn: 

MARY WILSON, Interpreter. 

THE INTERPRETER: He has got 
his written statement but he can't read and he wants me 
to read it and translate ib) for, ham; 

THE COMMISSIONER: Certaindy. 
Could we have the witness' name? 

THE. INTERPRETER: Gabriel 
Kochon. 

THE. COMMISSIONER: Fine,,,.Well, 
pried Kochon has been sworn and though Mrs. Wilson is 


reading his statement, it is understood that it is his 
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Statement. SO, Garry on, Mrs. Wilson. 

THE INTERPRETER: He said that 
Loo not wane che pipeline to gc through because we live 
off the land. The animals may die off such as moose, 
caribou and martin, and a.lot of other animals. 

Maybe I can read the whole thing 
My indgkisn and then translate it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: sure. 

THE LNTERPRE TERS “AnG. Db Live 
in Good Hope for 26 years but spent most of my life out 
on the land where I do trapping, hunting and fishing. 
fedoenot understand English or read or write. 1 never 
hed ecucation, so [ just live off thevland™ to be able vo 
support my family. A lot of times when I went hunting I 
Say a toe or ceca rabbits on Cat roads up the hamparus, 
which was caused maybe by the oil on the road. This will 
be worse if the pipeline goes through, and I also saw 
two dead moose riear Sans Sault which may be causec by oil 
anc gas too. 

hong time ago you never see 
dead animals any places, but since more white people 
came, you see dead animals all over the place. 

When the pipeline goes photon 
all the animals will be destroyed. I wouldn't be able 


to survive, since I live off the land. I wouldn't be 


‘able to get a job, since I never had education. \—l just 


live off the lane since I was born and grow up with it. 
Towas orougne: Ups in Covi lle 
Lake where there was no store, there was just straight | 


Dene people. The people would come to Good Hope to buy 
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Steve Kakfwi 


a few things such as bullets and nets. We used to use 
Caribou parka and also other clothing. out of animal fur, 

In those days I never knew what 
meant gas or oil. We used to burn only wood to keep us 
warm. Now everything is beginning to change, such as 
electricity, and furnace to heat up the houses, which is 
not needed. We could go back to our old way of life, 
like get our own wood, and use gas lamps for lights. 

I still live my way of life as 
my parents brought me up, and I want to keep it that way, 
Tecoulcnst cet anvthing out ofvpipeline. lt will Jenly 
destroy .uS and .ouraway,of, life, also our,iand. «The 
animals live off the land the same as the people does. 
The animals live on plants, grass and other things. 


Everything that moves on the land live from it, without 


ve 


it, we cannot survive. Gabriel Kochon. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Kochon. Would you leave your statement 
with us so it can be marked as an exhibit. Thank you, 
Six 3 


(STATEMENT OF GABRIEL KOCHON MARKED EXHIBIT ae Ra EF ees 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
STEVE KAKFWI , resumes: 
CHLEMreleSh Lbs tne erprele.: 
THE COMMISSIONER: What is 
.your name again? I know you have been sworn. 
MR. KAKFAI : Steve Kakfwi . 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Se Kakfwi. 


MR. KAKFWI : I'l) go throug 


are 
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Retest Barone Nato. Steve Kakfwi 
| my statement in English and then it can be translated. 
| 
2 | "We would like to regain control 
| of our land and our lives before we even discuss develop- 
4 ment like the proposed pipeline. We cannot allow any 
S| development on our land when we have no control on it. 
6 | Even the Federal Government is hardly capable of control- 
7 ling all that comes with such major development like the 
| pipeline. 
>| ‘One only needs to look at 
of Alaska to realize that life will never be the same here 
et ! if the pipeline is allowed to be built.» The Government 
12) is not sure that the pipeline can be built safely. It 
13 ais not sure that it can be built without destroying the 
14 land. It is not even sure of how it will enforce 
15 environmental laws if the pipeline is being built, anc 
16 | it endangers the land. The Government is not sure of 
17 | anything except the fact that it wants the pipeline to 


ES be bukit. 





Lo ; ‘We want to settle.our land 
i claims before we even speak of any more development on i 
ad OuGeland,. Once our land claims is settled to our 
oe satisfaction, we can begin to rebuild our people ana our, 
ao lives. Until such time as we feel we have regained our | 
24 | self-respect and our identity fully, as a unique people, | 
25 | then maybe we would feel confident and willing enough to. 
26 ‘consider the possibility of allowing foreigners to pro- 
2] pose such major development like the pipeline. Buk ufos 
28 | now, and the foreseeable future, there can be no pipe- 
29 | line. 
30 ‘The Federal Government sees 

| 
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probably wondered at this strange, pale man in his ridi-| 


BURNABY 2, B.C. steve Kakfwi 
7 reality as an impression that gas is needed in the 
2) south as soon as possible, and that it is necessary to 
3 | have it as cheaply as possible. The Government appears 
4 willing to jeopardize the well-being and, in fact, the 
| existence of all this land, its people and their future 
6 | in-gqaining “Its objective. We must defend our very 
7 existence as a people and fight for our land. We are 
; being invaded by outsiders who have no respect for land 
>| and for its people. Tite 2S Our reality. 
"| "The Federal Government sees 
aes only potential oil anc gas reserves. They see only 
12 | isolated communities marked "high impact" on their maps : 
13} - communities that may have to be wiped out in what they 
14) call “the national interest". For them this is 
15} reality.ovd 'misures they ,. in. theirnpolassitowersy, Deelmrhe 
16 | whole world agrees with them. They are only too willing 
17 | to call anyone who disagrees with them "unrealistic". 
18 ‘Mr. Berger, the Federal Govern- 
19 ment may be richer and more powerful than we are, but | 
20 their reality is only one way of looking at the world. 
21 Because of their riches and power, in co-operation with 
22 the riches and power of oil and pipeline companies, they: 
a have been able to force their reality on many other 
24 | people. But we, too, have our reality, our Dene 
25 reality. It is just as real and important and factual 
26 | ‘to us as the Federal Government's reality is to them. 
27 | ‘Alexander Mackenzie came to our 
28 land. He described us in his Journal as a "meager, ill- 
29 | made people" ..... people with "scabby knees". My people 
| 
| 
| 
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culous clothes, asking about some great waters he was 
searching for. He recorded his views on the people, 
but we'll never know exactly how my people saw him. I 
know they'd never understand why their river is named 
after such an insignificant ungrateful fellow. I know 
they would resent the river being named after him ..... 
What was Alexander Mackenzie to them? 
The. Trader secaner bs .ah they 


brought new things with them, new clothes, food, guns, 


whaskeyo.a@si-. My people liked their bright clothes, 
their:fleur, sugareand tea, .... theirsguns,and their 
whiskey. So they traded. 


The Catholic Church came 

They brought their religion with them. They spoke of 
eeuch , + POve@and°charity’ vs. %. Their sincerity lec my 
people to think that their religion was good for them. 
So they believed in it. 
‘<The Government "came... .% 
they brought their teachers, nurses, Indian Agents, | 
Area Administrators, Social Workers and others with them. 
They spoke of better housing, health care plans. Social 
Assistance; better schools, a better standard of living.| 
Their determination led my people to believe that they 


knew what was best for all. So they believed in then. 


"Arctic Gas came .... then 


"Foothills 4... they brought along the “idea of a pipe- 


ane ea new *ttture for “the Dene’ people’... they spoke 
of new jobs and lots of money .... that it was in the 
best interest of everyone that the pipeline be built 


right away. My people did not know what was going on 
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1) ss. wueyawere contused .... they did not Know what to 

2 | believe. 

3| *More foreigners came with more 
4 foreign ideas, more foreign agencies and attitudes. The 
| more they came, the more we lost. The more they came, 

é | the more they took .... We thought we were sharina, but 

7 we realized that we were getting poor. We realized 

7 that by trying to share, we only allowed the white man to 
5 | increase his appetite for more and more. The white man 
10 | began to gain more and more control over our land anc 
| our lives. They even come now anc make money off our 
12 | problems .... and we just get more problems. | 
13 | ‘ Our leaders saw the need to 
14 | discuss with Dene people what was happening to them and 
15 | toetr-lanc, and their thuture. So we decided to organize 
16 | and study our situation. We formed the Indvan Brother= 
17 | hood of the N.W.T. and the Metis Association of the 
1a Naw ies Many of us started to really wake up to realize 
| that a new day faced the Dene people. Many of us quit | 
asf) Gevernment jobs .... Ol] “company jobs to work for our 
21 people. We listened to Government people; we listened 
22 EO 1OLPecompany people “..< .. we listened to our people. 
23 My people decided it was in their best interest to re- 
24 | Gain conero! of their lanc. So we started to work on 
5 | our land claims. 
26 ‘The Dene people saw their lanc 
27 as theirs - their value of it - its meaning to them is 
28 | unchanged for thousands OL sy ears Because we went 
29 | ta Bees the formalities of putting our position down on 
30 | paper for the firt time, the Government people tell us 
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we are being "unrealistic". We have been the owners of 
this land long before the white man came and formed 
Canada, but because we never wrote our views and values 
of this land down on paper before, the Government seems 
to think we never thought that way before. 

‘We came out with our Dene 
Declaration .... we wrote on paper our rights as a Dene 
Nation, which have never changed for thousands of years. 
Because we never wrote it down on paper before, the 
Government says we are being influenced by radical out- 
Siders. We have always governed our lives before the 
Government came along. Long before Canada was formed, 
we governed our lives. We have always seen ourselves 
as Dene .... with our own unique way of life. We cannot 
arLord bo change: Oureviews. 

VLELLS NS Ea ao Le tnead 
narrow-minded people speak of us as being influenced by 
Outsiders, as 12f our views ~have just been ‘dreamed (up 2 
short while back. We cannot afforc tosrunvour lives in | 
the small confines of the Government mind. 

‘The reason our views may 
seem strange and unrealistic is that no one has ever 
bothered to take us seriously - to look.closely at us_.as 
Dene people. It. is just the last few years that we 
have been listened to a little more seriously, so it may | 
all seem unrealistic for ,awhile to,the. Government =,but 
we know that we have been what we are for a long, long 
time. The Governments inability to understand us and 
Mee nes inienee cee of our views should not mislead 


the people of Canada on what is reality here with the 
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ive Steve Kakfwi 
1) Dene people. 
2 ‘OULs reatiey as “hat, this is eur 
3 | land, that we are a nation of people and that we want to 
4 live our own ways. 
| ‘Our reality is that the pipeline 
6 is just a poorly masked attempt to overwhelm our lance and 
7| our people with a way of life that will destroy us. 
1 ‘Our reality is. that®all” of the 
| "help" your nation has sent us has only made us poor, 
os humiliated and confused. 
11 ‘Our reality is that we are in 
12 | great danger of being destroyed. 
13 ‘Our Tealaty) to that there tsa 
14 | very simple choice -— Dene survival with no pipeline, or 
15 } a pipeline with no Dene survival. 
16 | ‘Our reality is that at the 
17 present time there is no other choice. 
| "Our reality also that your 
19 | nation has a lot of trouble understanding that we think | 
20 and say. | 
om ‘The Government misinterprets us} 
22 They try to show us as being happy when our own way of | 
23 life is being destroyed. The Press Seeheroreterae 
oT We say as clearly as possible that we don't want a pipe- 
25] line and they say "the people realize there will be a 
26 .Pipeline". Sometimes it seems that we are just an 
27 experiment to see what conditions would force us into 
a violence, to see what conditions would force a peaceful, 
ae | contented people Poaecene migitant.8=ror= surely, af Vos 
a look at what has happened to us anc what could happen to 
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1] us in our land, you can see all the conditions which 
2 | could lead to violence. Maybe that is what the Govern- 
3 ment and the oil companies want. Then they can send in 
a their military boys and not have to worry about Native 
5 | rights anymore. 
6 | 'The old people have difficulty 
4] in conceiving the idea that others could try and dominate 
8 | their lives..... They cannot understand the system under 


9 | which they could try to do this. This has never happened 


10 | before. 

















11| ‘Our land is the orave for, al 

' 
12 | our generations past. It is also the life of my people | 
13 | ae and the life of all our generations to come. Who 
14] could ever be in peace now if your proposed pipeline ever 
lon “cut . across our land? 
16 | ‘My people can tell you of the 
17) Many great people that died from your diseases. We have 
18 two graveyards here to remember that by. 
1 | ’The Federal Government is | 
20 claiming our land as theirs and us Dene people as | 
gal Canadian citizens. it took oil and gold to make 4 
oe) | realize, after years of neglect, that we were worth 
oa something after all. We were worth something as occu- 
, pants of valuable land, at least. 
25 | ‘Are we the only people who oar 
26 | .and realize our worth as a unique people - as a people 
27 | with our own land and way of living? Has greed for 
28) money dulled the white man's senses so much that he can- 
sal Her see what is so Sea re People who cannot compre- 
30 hend reality clearly are dangerous to everyone else - 








| 


; ‘oe: A * 
a. - 7 amd pepe ae ~s 7 7 a a 









| | er ee oe mas). 


a 
a 
’ 









a | 
7 
-“ ‘ 


avitait guoda yazow of eved Jon Bas eyod seamtt tn keris | 


(wh) ere a -stomyns ethipis 
eilvoltPid vei ‘alqoea BIO, BEE hasan: (test wl eal te 
etenimeh bas yrs Biaoo eradto teij sabi oft patvisoacs at i 
ishcu medeye edt baste reba jonas yonT .... aevil tisdz |e 
heneqqed yevem ast eid? ..aidt oh of yxt binoo. ad ue je | 


ifs 10% Svexp edd ak Saal sti a a 

algoaq yr to otitl odd oels aL tT <li: i aamalanatiidae ySi 
; cn 

odW .amo> o¢ saottevanep xwwo [fs to stil efi? Bos .won |/f1 


teve enilegta beeogeiq xwwoy ti won soseq ni sd teve Bbigoo bl 


Sbasti myo, 280196 tuo yes 

edt to coy Llet asm alqoeq. ym" Var 
oven of .@oRsecib xvoy mort beih tgadt elgosq tserp.yasm Vi 
-¥a tsd3 secdmemex oF exes ebIsyovsxip ow? ye 

ei tnsmniseved Isxehet off! =i ae jes 

| 26 sigosgq scod ev bns atied? es Baal avo paimisio fos 

tt g#em o¢ Slop bie £to dood #2 .enssksio asibsanD fis 
dgxey gisw ow +843 \toshpem t0 @tey zest ,esifies: |.ss 
-1990 25 peidtemos dtrow sxew oW DLs s9d2s paidgemoe | £5 
-desol 35 ,basi sfdevlew go atang | PS 


sity, jth -sitlidiaitinn, ani anal | ; Ail SL ce 
siqoeg & a8 - s{qoeq euptny & e& dixow avo ssilees pas. jas 


yoR heeky ask fpatwtl to yew bas Aah mwo we dtiw i‘: 


(pase aa jail? doum op eeenga a'nsm edirtw ef? beltud venom i] 


setqnoo doans odw efqoet savotvdo 2 ek saitw 998 Jon’ |e 
‘ence ary 








— ie 


1845 


ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. Steve Kakfwi 
SURNA ye BiaGe 
NAB B.C Suzanne Gully 


i! including themselves. I can never agree to allow some 























the people will come to the Mackenzie River from other 


2 | child to govern my life and control what is valuable to 
3 me. Thank you. 
7 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. 
il 
5 Kakfwi. 
6 | Mr. Kakfwi , could we keep your 
a statement. so that it may be marked as an exhibit? 
a | Thank you very much. 
7 (STATEMENT OF STEVE KAKFWI MARKEDYEXHIBIT@ CIE .4 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: This might 
1l| be a good time to ask Arctic Gas and Foothills to answer 
12) Mr. Kakfwi's question about gravel and sand and the 
13] places where they expected to get them. 
M4 Well, we will hear this lady 
15 | and then we will go on to that. 
16 | SUZANNE GULLY, sworn: 
{| 
ot MARY WILSON, Interpreter: 
18 | MRS: GULLY: Suzanne- Gully: 
19) THE COMMISSIONER: Would you 
20 | repeat that, please? 
21 | MRS. GULLY: Mrs. Suzanne 
22 | GuLiy*s 
a3 THE COMMISSIONER: Pcl Care, 
24 | thank you. Go ahead, ma'am. 
25 THE INTERPRETER: She says 
26 ‘in her time, and that was before they ever saw any white 
27 | man, she said, we only knew one another. Just the 
28 natives around here. We didn't know anybody besices us 
ao natives. And then the times -- sometimes, she said, 
| 
| 
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LEMS m RE OR TING 1B: Suzanne Gully 
1 places, from their camping places maybe out on the lake 
2 | or anywhere, and they'll see a piece of stick that's 
3 been sawed off with a saw, or either with an axe, and 
‘| . thatiwas something Strange for them. “They didn’t know 
| where that wood came from and with what it was cut. So, 
6 | she said, they used to wonder. And then they decided 
7 they are going to try and find out who made that mark on 
3 | that piece of wood. 
7 And then there was one person 
10 | that was really interested and he wanted to find out 
11] about this markings, so he decided that he was going to 
| 52 | find out where it came from. But then he cidn't know 
13 | how to go about going around looking for anybody that 
tA made that mark, so he thought of a canoe, and how to 
15 | make a canoe. He thought maybe he'll use the bark off 
16 | the birch trees, so he took the birch, the bark off a 
17 | birch tree, and then he thought, well, how-am I going to 
esl put this together? How am al “qoingsito bien at teoge tier 
19 Sola win ‘cover imy canoe . And then he decided maybe 
20 hewi) aise jehe ‘roots from the trees. So he dug up the 
Zi roots, and probably soaked it or something, and then he 
a2 Dudsleds itsrintora duttlerstring Like andgetthak’ sewhat we 
Sag! used to sew the birch bark together to cover his canoe. 
24 | And after he sewed those pieces of bark together with 
25 | the roots, there was holes in the -- where he made the 
re -holes to sew those pieces together, so he thought, how 
27 am I going to cover those holes so the water don't go 
28 | through? And then he thought of the spruce gum that 
a oe off the trees, and he picked up some of the oum off 
30 | the trees and melted it, and started covering all the 
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stop at each settlement and let the people know that the 


aoe Suzanne Gully 
| holes where the stitches were, and he found out that it 
| worked, so that's what he used to cover all the seams on 
| the bark there, and covered his canoe with it. And 
" after his canoe was made, he put it in the water, anc it 
>| was floating, there was no water in it, and that's when 
6 ne nheadeq up the river “in searciy of finding Ssemevody,. 
a And “Lt ‘took “ham, 4h"doen “e inew 
S| how many summers - she said she don't really know - when 
| he finally met a white man. And after they met, she 
10 | Said,Usey lived together for “awhile, “and” then betoveynre 
11 fert), this white: man gave him his axe, uand) whatever == 
12 | and when he seen this Indian guy, he has -- all his 
a clothing was made out of the skins of the animals, cari- 
14] bou skin pants and shirt and all that, I suppose, and 
af mocassins, everything was made out of hides from the 
era Catcocu, And he gave -- the white man gave this Indian. 
17 | his axe and some of this cYothés>s andthe indiantheauaa 
no net that was made out of the bark of the willow, not the 
a4 outside bark, they peel off. the dark part -orttne | 
<4 bark on the root, they use just the inside, the white 
21) stuff, that's what they used to make their nets out of. 
oF And he was carrying that with him for when he was travelr+ 
ey ling up the river, I guess, and he showed it to this 
a white man. 
25) Ana* before he parted, they told 
6 -him that the white man was going to come down this way | 
| by the Mackenzie River, and’ in ‘every Tittle settlement 
28 | they would build a store for the natives all along the 
29 | eh cor te and to make sure that on your way back you 
30 | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Suzanne Gully 
| 
| -- what the white men were Intending to do, to put up 
2) stores for them, where they can buy what they need. 
3 | ; And, she said, when the white 
7 man first came and brought some things with them, she 
5 | Said the natives were happy to get what they could for 
6 LOmmake lite ‘easier for them a bit, 1 guess maybe by 
7 | getting the guns and axes and stuff like that. She said 
3 | her grancfather used to carry materials like that with 
7 him when he was out in the bush, and that's what he used. 
10 | to hand out to the other natives, for those’ white Guys, | 
| 
af she said. 
i! And, she said, her father died 
13] of starvation because that's how hard it used to be a 
14 | long time ago. I guess when times were hard they con't 
15 have all what we have nowadays, and she said her dad 
16 | died of starvation. 
17 | But; she ‘said, since, she said, 
13 | when I think back of how my father died out of starva- | 
19 | tion oho. Said now, stoO,, since. they, talkeabout this 
20 pipeline, she said I think what will happen againif on 
oe account of the pipeline, all the animals and everything | 
22 | is destroyed and we can't make our living off the lanc 
23 | like we're used to do now. Shewsavs tl (don't) think) tee 
oa! much of myself but, she said, I think of my children and 
25 | their children in the future. 
26 | She said, why, she says, the 
27| first time when they came, the white men came, they were 
28 not that interested, and us, too, she says, we don't go 
29 | eae try co claim their land. gust Oonvaccopnts oc athe.gas 
30 and the oil now, she said, everybody's interested in our! 
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oi land. And, she said, they are not too worried about 


























what might happen if they start the project they are 
talking about. And, she said, she is quite worried 
aboue aru. 

She tnought it meant thatthey were 
going to bring oil to the North, she said; why, she said; 
they are finding oil and gas and everything around in 
the North, and why, she said, they want to put that pipe- 
Prne to bring oll and gas down here. I told her ie"s 
the other way around, they want to take the gas out. She 
Gidn't know that. She thought it was the other way 
around. 

She-as 767 years4olep shemsays . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mrs. Gully. 

Well, I think we will stop for 
five minutes for a cup of coffee now. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
Will Call out ‘meeting to order again, Ladies” and Gentle- 
men. Mr. Blair, of Foothills, wanted an opportunity to | 
Speak, some think I™willlecaul onthinefirsts 


BOB BUALR, Sworn: 





MARY WILSON, * interpreter: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Carry’ on;, 
Mrveotair: 

MR. BLAIR: My name is Bob 
Blair. I work as the President of the Alberta Gas Trunk 


and also as a. part-time job as the President of the 
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| 
1 Foothills Pipelines, one of the two applicants before 
2) Justice Berger's Inquiry. 
3 | THE COMMISSIONER: Woulé you 
y translate this as we go along, Mrs. Widson? 
>| MR. BLAIR: i CONG iiave 
a this written, I made notes as I came up. I have just 
Z| introduced myself as President of Alberta Gas Trunk Com- 
- pany and President of Foothills Pipeline Company. Bob 
| Bi aa re 
10 | fycamesto thesingugry so 
i listen and to hear, but sometimes to only listen is not 
ba fair. So I have asked to be heard on a few things while: 
13] Mr. Berger has the part of this hearing in Good Hope. 
14) Foothills Pipelines does 
eh not choose to install any pipeline through any local 
6 place, if the landowners are all strongly opposed, or 
17 | are arguing their claims. That has not been how we work, 
| Our Alberta company oper- 
a ates natural gas pipelines under lands which are owned 
29 by about 5,000 different property owners. Most of these 
a Owners are rancher or farmer families, or persons. 
a6 Others are Indian Reserves and communes and parks anc 
$3 forest reserves. We get along pretty well with all of 
24 these owners. 
25 | Our (British Colvmbiapart- 
36) ‘ner works the same way in that Province, anc if, in the 
a future, Foothills does receive certification to build in 
nd the Northwest Territories), csuch as 800 ‘milesi(of ‘mainline, 
29 | plus 500 miles of delivery lines to communities, we 
30 | 


would want to work that way here too. 
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It seems to me that means. that 
Foothills would naturally prefer as a company that lane 
claim settlements proceed before construction is started. 
I know that needs some time. I believe we have some 
where it is really needed. 

I agree that a natural gas pipe- 
line is one of the many kinds of development which 
affects the lives of the local people. But some things 
were said yesterday, by many people, which showec me that 
they"didenot know all about natural gas pipelines. A 
natural gas pipeline really does not destroy the country 
Gramare Lepuncleanpor, kidd all animals on kill, all vege- | 
batione. ae. Knowrthis tobe so. “Sorh,invite you to, send 
your most trusted observers to come to Alberta and have 
a look anywhere on our systems, any time, make it a spot 
Check by Surprise, ai yourliake. Comé,and stalk, to the 
ranchers, the trappers whom we cross, observe the game 
eancevecebatwion. “ad invite the Council, or the speople 
Bhey, mays appoint, atwany time; to jtell John Ellwood or me, 
ana@’to’ come as our guests. I think there will be lots : 
Of time to do this if youswish: 

Other things, 2 woulds like wo 
Say lowille not take the time ot the hearing in Good Hope 
to say today, because I think it is more important, much 
more important, to hear from the people. I have made 
‘notes of things I would like to say to the Chief padi ne 
wilietallowsme Tater. Perhaps - and I have not written 
this out - so I should stop here and then say one thing 
PaCLOs lac. 


Chief T'Seleie, yesterday you 
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connected my name with those of some people who are not 
my heroes either, including General Custer. I intene to 
finish my own working life with better success than he 
finished his,as he well deserved, and I trust from the 
good spokesmanship and organization I have seen here, 
that you and the leaders of your people will finish 
yours with much greater success than did many leaders at 
Enact tame: too. 

I do wish you to know that 
having heard the things that you said to me yesterday, 
and which were repeated on the radio, that I have not 
felt to take them personally, because we have not been 
acquainted before, but to take them mainly as expressing 
your™very* great concern and anxiety, and in some cases 
Suspicion, of the possibility of the pipeline, and to 
tell you that I understand much much better from this 
visit and from being allowed to attend this Inquiry, I 
understand your concerns much more than I did in the 
past, and I regard them as serious and important as they | 
deserve. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
Very much, (Mr. Blair. 

I think we might now hear 
from Mr. Ellwood and Mr. Rowe about the gravel and sand 
sources, if that is* convenient. Well, how about both oF | 
“you coming forward to these maps that you put up at my 
request last night, and you could explain them, and then 
the people could look at them when we stop for supper. 


MR. FLLWOOD: This map on the 


bottom here -- 
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cates the quantities of gravel that we would require. 


1] THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me -- 
2 | MR. ELLWOOD: I am sorry. 
3 THE COMMISSIONER: It is hard 
7 for people to see. Maybe -- I am going to walk over 
5 there so i can watch you, but maybe; Chief, you and one 
6 | of the members of the Council would like to step up and 
7 we will just watch while -- 
7 MR. ELLWOOD: This map on the 
9 | bottom here is one of the construction spread sheets 
10 prepared by Foothills Pipelines, and on this map the 
Jy potential borrow sources are indicated with the little 
12 | symbol of a backhoe machine. Theme sace stwo. 7 1oht sbere a= 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, _ 
14 | by "borrow sources" you mean where you get the gravel? 
15 | MR. FLLWOOD: Vest. Granglar 
16 | material, yes; gravel, sand -- 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Anything 
18 | else? 
19, MR. ELLWOOD: No. | 
| 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Just gravel. 
“all and sand. 
“al MR. ELLWOOD: Gravel anc sand 
23 from those borrow sources. There are two here in the Fort. 
a4 | Good. Hope, area,.one, Of which as, labelled J EGHo2%, thet 
25) is the gravel pit which is currently being used out here, 
< -The other,"FGH-3", is a potential source in the same 
27 | general area but it is not now being worked. There are 
28 | three more sources to the north of Fort Good Hope. 
29, | . This table over here indi- 
| 
| 
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1 This table on the bottom here indicates the quantities of 
2 gravel that are in these borrow pits, the numbers here 
| 

3 corresponding to the numbers on the pit. 

4 MR. ROWE: The map on top of the two here 

5 is “Gne AICctre Goat Rewer the pipeline in the heavy dark 
6 | line. The lighter line paralleling it is the Mackenzie 

| Highway, the proposed highway. 

| On this map the borrow sites, 

| which refer to the same type of material that Mr. Ell- 

10 | wood spoke to earlier are in the form of a diamond shape 
| mark. There are two types of these marks, one which is} 
aa solid black, the other which ts"just*the?*diamond outline | 
13 | with a white insert. The dark, or black diamond shapes, 
14 indicate the borrow material sites which are preferred. | 
15, The white ones refer to borrow sites or gravel sites 
16 | which would be an alternate supply if the preferred were 
17 | not available. 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Let me just: 
19 | ask you both a couple of questions while you are there | 
20 | because I understand that Arctic Gas proposes, if the | 
oe pipeline is approved, to build a wharf at Good Hope. Is| 
Ze tChateriront: | 
23 MR. ROWE: Yes? i& @s%pro= | 
24 posed to have one, a wharf and a stockpile site at Good | 
di Hope. | 
# THE COMMISSIONER: All right; | 
a7 now are you able to say what acreage the stockpile site 
28 | would occupy? 
a MR. ROWE: I could get that 





= information for you fairly shortly. I don't have the | 
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i specific details. 

2I THE COMMISSIONER: Where is the 

3 | nearest. compressor station to Good Hope? 

7 MR. ROWE: There is one 

downstream of Good Hope, which would be in the order Gf 

é | 20 miles, I think, - I am sorry, that would be upstream 

‘ on the Mackenzie River, downstream on the pipeline. 

| It's just north of Chick Lake, in between Norman Wells 
| and Fort Good Hope. The other compressor station is a 
= slightly shorter distance down the river from Fort Good 
11 Hope iImethe order tof Atohi;l2rterlMaiiles: Pasupposes 
“4 THE COMMISSIONER: And where | 

| 
13 | is the nearest construction camp to Fort Good Hope? 
| 

| MR. ROWF: It is proposed 
15/ now to have a construction camp around the Hare 
16 Indian River. This was the original proposal, although. 
17 | they are looking at alternate locations to put this camp, 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: At the | 
1) Presentistime cornice t wou chaduthateconstructiontcanp caipcthe ! 
20 Hare Indian River, how many men would be there? | 
al MR. ROWE: I believe in the) 
ays application it states that a typical construction spread 
25 in this area would have about 800 men. This is a main- | 
24 line construction camp. There would also be a camp | 
ag associated with the stockpile site and the wharf site | 
4 “which would be used primarily during the summer for 
i off-loading material from the barges, and it would con- 
28 | sist of 150 to 200 men perhaps. 
29 | THE COMMISSIONER: AbMDbigight: | 
30 Mr. Ellwood, do you want to cover the same items and tel}| 











Doug Rowe 
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} 
| me if your proposal is the same or diverges? 
| 


é| MR. ELLWOOD: To get back to 
3 | the -- to what -- the first question again? 

! 
4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, all 


| 
| right, Jet" sistart with the dock. ss jt your propsal to 








6 | build a dock at Fort Good Hope? 
i MR. ELLWOOD: Yes. We would 
8 | have a wharf or dock and a stockpile site, as described 
| by Mr.Rowe. 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: And what 
11} about the nearest construction spread, as far as the 
12] Foothi Lis is. concerned. 
13] MR. ELLWOOD: The nearest com-— 
14 | pressor station to Fort Good Hope is, oh, approximately 
15 | 7 miles south of here. That would also be the nearest 
16 construction camp, would be located at that compressor 
1? Site. 














18 THE COMMISSIONER: Where would 
19 | the nearest construction camp be wtosthe morth of) Good 
BH Hopery Would it ben upminto theadeita onu-— 

21 MR. ELLWOOD: It would be 42 
22 Miles north. In addition, we would also have a small 

23 temporary camp at the wharf and stockpile site which 

24 would be used while that site was being constructed, and | 
25) later for off-loading materials. sithat~would be, less 

26 | ‘than 150 men. 

“a THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. And 
28 | what about the sizesof ithe construction spread 7 miles 


| 
7) south of Good Hope, approximately how many men woulc you 





———— have there? 
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MR. FLLWOOD: 500 men in that 
camp. And that wharf and stockpile site would occupy 
45 acres. 

THE: COMMISSIONER: Is there 


anything either of you would like to add to what you have 
said before we ask Mrs. Wilson to do the best she can. 

MR. ROWE: There is one 
other thing which may be of interest, I believe -- Mr. 
Ellwood might correct me -- but the Foothills proposal 
Gaoees not propose to bualad any ‘airstrips in “conjunction 
with the compressor stations. The Arctic Gas proposal 
is to include airstrips at each compressor station site. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, can 
you tell us what that means again, where would you be 
burlading, an@airsterip then? 

MR. ELLWOOD: There would be 
one at each of the compressor stations, one north and one 
south of Fort Good Hope. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: And you 
don't propose to build airstrips at your compressor 


stations? 


MR. ROWE: No, we are not 
proposing any airstrips at all, but there would bea 


helicopter pad at the compressor station. 


THE COMMISSIONER: One final 
‘thing; where is the nearest source of borrow materials 
from Good Hope; on your map, Mr. Rowe, running in both 


directions, how wba away “are they? 


MR. ROWE: We were propos- 


ing the same borrow sites in the village or within the | 
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area of the town. The one south of Good Hope would be 
in the order of 7 miles, along the right-of-way. The one 
north, perhaps 10 miles. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is that your 
HOST C1oM, coo? 

MR. ELLWOOD: No, tor ene noren 
we would have one that's the same borrow location, 
approximately 10 miles; to the south, the nearest to 
Fort Good Hope, discounting the two that are right near 
to the town here, would be again about 10 miles south. 

THE COMMISSIONER: ALLE Eon tn. | 
Did you catch the substance of that, Mrs. Wilson? Could | 
you try to translate the main things you heard. | 

We will have the maps that 
Arctic Gas prepared showing its borrow locations anc 
other facilities marked as an exhibit. And the Foot- 
hills map, which is beneath it, will also be marked as 
an exhibit. 
(CAGSL MAP re BORROW LOCATIONS MARKED: EXHIBIT Cio) : 
(FOOTHILLS MAP re BORROW LOCATIONS MARKED EXHIBIT C-120.)) 


THE COMMISSIONER: The map supt+ 


plied by Arctic Gas here on my left, which shows the 


} 
i 


two pipelines, the Arctic Gas Pipeline and the Foothills 


Pipeline, that was prepared by Arctic Gas and submitted 


by Arctic Gas, it will be marked as an exhibie, ibut £ 


‘will allow you, Mr. Carter, to take the map into your 


custody, if you wish, so that should you think itsappra-— 
priate, you can arrange for the interior route to be 


included. 


(MAP SHOWING ROUTES MARKED EXHIBIT C121.) 
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| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
2 you very much, Mr. Ellwood and Mr. Rowe. 

| Mr. ,Bell,,..do.vyou.want to 
| discuss the maps that are still on the wall here now, or 
| would you rather do that after supper? 
| MR. BELL: I would rather do 
i that after supper. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yells atyis 

5:30 so I think we will stop and we will adjourn now anc 
we will all come back at 800,ecleck,tonight and carry 
on then. 50,.~see you, at.8:00 o'clock, and we stand 
adjourned until then. 


13 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED.) 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Louison 
1| (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT. ) 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
5 will call our hearing to order this evening, Ladies and 
‘ Gentlemen. Mr. Bell, I understand you wish to present 
5 | some evidence. 
6 | MR. BELL: Mr. Commissioner, 
a John Louison has asked me to assist him in making a 
8 presentation to the Inquiry, and if he has got all his 
9 papers together-- 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Right, Mr. 
11 Louison has already been sworn. 
12 JOHN LOUISON, resumes: 
13 GLEN BELL, Questioner: 
14 CHIEF, J ob LELE, W@pterprerer. 
15 MR i LOUS SOM. sed dali pipe uct he 
iG people can't get me, it's because I am losing my voice, 
17 So they can give me 4, shout. 
18 Mie iis Mr. Louison, you 
19 are the Chairman of the Fort Good Hope Sere lement 
20 Counei lL? 
psi A Ma Rak ah ie wh ok BF oar 
22 QO And in that capacity you 
23 receive, applications for, land use permits, is, that-cor- 
24 rect? 
O15; | A Thats correct. 
26 | QO Can you tell the Inquiry 
. who sends you these permits and for what purpose? 
28 A That Gel fore the, tes Sites. 
29 Q The land use permits are 








for things like, testing,, 1s. that correct? 
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John Louison 


A Thatusrcorréebyayest 


Q And have you received any 


applications in the past few months? 


A Therepisstwo. of theme 

Q Could you tell us about 
them, please? 

A That one for Northern 


Engineering ServicesCompany Limited, and the other one 


is for the Foothills Pipeline. 


Q I see you have some letters 


there. Could you read the letters for the Inquiry, 
please? 
A The first one will be for 


the Northern Engineering and it's -- the letterhead is 


Government of Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


BheeZ26th ofwMay,71975. And it is addressed to me as 
Mr. John Louison, Chairman of the Settlement Council, 
Fort Good Hope, N.W.T., and it reads: 
"Dear Mr. Louison: 
We have received an application from 
Northern Engineering Services Company Limited, 
Engineers for the Canadian Arctic Gas Study Limi- 
ted, to conduct a site investigation in Fort Good 
Hope block land area. The company proposes to 
do soil sampling and a location survey on three 
sites; two are potential wharf sites and one is a 
potential stockpile site. They are indicated on 
the attached map as Sites 21, 22 and 23. The com- 


plete program is described in the attached land 


| 


' 


| 


use operation description. I have underlinec a few 





Vie a cen. ’ 
suods au [fs apes Gi | | ee Aveese  Oone 2 
ane eo | geasstq \modd || 2 | 
pisht1on woh eao sont vl vem) GE vos fel ee | 
eno taro ait bas ,botimit yaoqmoQeeoivae®, paizssnigat — | 


Ay 
8 
onglsght nian: aha Je 
pretior | amoe oval HOY 992 Ce | | | a ; ™ 
Cease ot 20% ated¢et ont boos wo biuod » _— et. 
camel Ver 

io? od) tity ‘one Haar? ear A | yer 
st beernyestel odd -- e'Sr Dae poitcemipad mirsedti0u” st ] bt 

y PL latintwelley jaeltositre? seswitxot Io tnemn1svoo pes 
ge om of bowasxBhs ei it BRA .2@VOL ,yeM 2o dos sat ‘) as 
[ipavod snomelsso2 of to nemtiedd \nosidot nfot .am |‘ 


rabsex +i Brie ,.'t.W.U yeqoH bood s1o4% jes 
| raoetvod .aM xs0d" | 
moxt nottsoilqgqs as bevleos1 seved sW 
. ,betimid yasqmoD a9divies paizesdipal miedss0u 


| =minst ybose as) obvowA seiheas2? ort tot axeonipag 
bood #10 ai aoitep¥teaval ode s. #obtop oF bes - 
oF aszogorqg yasqaos, saT .sexe brist aoold eqol 
. esuld a6 Yevane nofsspel # bas gaktqmse toe ob 
| s af ono Bas Botie txsiw Istinev0g ous ows ysotie 
| no BedesibHE sas You? edie efigdsode Idisaodtog 
a — 8 one 8 ES Bodh a6 aon Dertossgs oft 
| bust Seitons3e sift’ al bedixoepb ak mexpoxq stofa 
* beditneihiaeet. © Ee Ns 


es ; . P : ~ ' 7 Sara 4 


4a : >>. ihn i — ine ie a 





4 
oo 
(o>) 
N 


ALE WEST REPORTING L.TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. te icon 








1| points that mght be of pasticular,interest to 
2| COuncia 
i 
3 The program is proposed to. 
«| Start July lst, 1975, with completion by the end of 
5 | September 1975, therefore, could we please have your 
6 comments and recommendations as soon as possible. 
7) If any further information 
8 is required, please contact the undersigned at 
9 873-2488, 
10 YOURSetruLy,, 
Ld Doug Willy | 
12 for «<AjsEaGanske, | 
ie Chief, Town Planning and Land | 
14 Department of Local Government." 
15 Q The letter mentions some 
16 material that was enclosed. Do you have that there? 
17 A That's true, yes. 
18 : Q Could .voussjuUsStadescnibe it: 


19 beter rOx US? | 


| 


| 





20 A That will be Northern 

ah Engineering Services and the Northwest Territories Pro- 
a2 posed 1975 Site Investigation Program. 

23 Q Ts that the operation 

24 Gescription referred to in the letter? 

25 A Yes, that's true, and this, 
26 -~ well it starts with the land use operation description. 
27 Q Was there any other 

28 | material? 


a | A One is the permanent wharf; 


30 typicad ydrill role layout. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. John Louison 
Q This is a drawing I-take 
Lie 
A That's true. And the other 


is ule Svecnpie site, typical dril) hole layout,, end 
that's the one here. 

QO So there are two drawings, 
one is for a wharf and one is for a stockpile site? 7 

A That's true. And there is 
a map here showing where the test site is going to take 
place in the Fort Good Hope area, and its proposed 1975 | 
Site investigation program, proposed pipeline route map 
mile post 240.0 to mile post 380.0. 

Q And does the map show the 
block land transfer area? 

A Yes, it does. The block 
land transfer is right here -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
excuse me, Mr. Bell, I will come over and take a look 
Bice Chior. 

Mies, sob isins Perhaps I could 
just explain to people what a "block land transfer" is. | 
Tt's an area Of land which has been transferred from the, 
Federal jurisdiction to the jurisdiction of the Commis- | 
sioner of the Northwest Territories for various purposes, 
including the appreval or rejection of anc use permits. | 

Perhaps we could just stop, 
here and have some translation. 

THE COMMISSONER: Well, I 
thinks Mr. Bell, that it would be better to go through 
all of these documents and then you can summarize what | 





.apniweth owt e168 sxeds 62 = gh roe Save het ign 
foske eiiqisese 8 40% at eno fas tisdw s 102 ef emo 

ei s1eqo BHA  Veoes @ aeHP A Pd. ae: 8) 

aist oy: sesh: @t etia teed eft sxsw eniwods sited qsm B 

aver peaogorg, edt bas ,89%8 SqoH bood sx0% ont mi eosig 


q8M asuom entftegtq peaodoaty Mexportg nd eplisaevak asia 
.0,08€ seoq elim oF 0. os seoq olim 


att wode qsm ett eoob. bak: Q 


fs915 totensx? basil xAsolid 


Adold sHt  2es0b +i ,asY¥ A 


-- ot9H Sipiy ei tStensxd ‘bast 


ile *MAIMOTS2IMMOD FHT 


Zool s eNst bne tsvo emoo [Iitw I ,Ifefh .aM yom savoxs 


 letdy te 


bfipbo T aqedy9d s009@ .aM 
| al "aetensx Sasi wold" 6 s8dw Slqoaq of mislaxe taut 
ed4+ mou? Berrolensiy need esd dotdw Basel 26 6915 ns 2'3T 
_ -aimmcd odd to noisobbetavt. odd ot nolsoibbakayt LIsxebs4 


{2920qiyg euoltsv tot e9iirosit1sT seowdt1OM. 8H9 BO sz98Gdre 
»edinteq sey bnsl to notsostex a0 Isvorggs oft Pathuloat 


gore Yavt ‘blwoo ew aqsdzed | i etn: dope Chbdete Ae 


i  aottsfensxt emse eved ‘bak exer: 
ts ftew :AmMORRTHMOD SH? f . 9 1, DeSi Vera 





: 
| 3adw esitemmre mnie aurea ies a 


ea ere ere oe 





sat | foe 





ar 
Ver 


los 


ih 
{ss 
es 
Be 
as 


jas. 
es 
jes 
of tedted od Blvow ti sents yifea sm tabs bi 


| - 





1864 


RE EWEestT REPORTING Usb. i 
BURNABY 25 G6 Ce ot er Rie 











has been said, or perhaps I will myself. These documents, 


I think, translating them would not advance the position. 


I think we should summarize it all later and then the 


people might understand it better. 


MR. BELL: Yes, very well. 
THE COMMISSIONER: YOu Carry 


MrvrLOuLson and Mr... Bell. 


MR. BELL: Q Do you have 
another eletter? 

A Ves: 

Q This one is from the 


Foothills Pipeline, and it's Government of Northwest | 


Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T., 2nd of June, 1975. 


"Dear Mr. John Louison, Chairman, Fort Good Hope 
Settlement Council, Fort Good Hope, N.W.T. 
Dear Mr. Louison: Re Land Use Applications, 
dated May -27 1975. 
Klohn Leonoff Consultants Ltd. 
We have received an application from | 
the Peer eenaten company to conduct an airborne 


Arilling program along the Foothills pipeline. 


One of the drilling sites is at the Hare Indian 
River within the Fort Good Hope block land trans- 
fer area. The company wants to drill two or three 


holes on the south bank of the Hare Indian River 


(green area on attachment map). The work will 
entail clearing a helicopter pad 200 feet by 200 
feet at the hole site and holes about 60 feet 

will be eke They propose to do the work be- 


tween July 15 and August 3ist, 1975. Because thie 





sven waiasliaeagaa a oe 
.coisicoq efx semsvbs jon bluow madd patssfensxs laid? 1 
rosie SR ine RO a cere 


[lew yrev ,~eeaYy :dJ33& .AM a Neer Dd 


yx2sD BOY sAIMOLABIMMOD ANT 
Lied aM bas soaivod .xM 110 
oevei poy 0G  Q  :d038 .AM | 
pi RRMHOE watoRs: 
Ey: Aol! Rete Sug eke AP ped | 
od moxt af.eno ald? Q | 4, ey 7 
tzowis1ow to taemaizoved edi Bits, ,anileqha alLidtoot 
.20@L ,onut to bnS ,.2.W.K4 ,stindwolisY ,asirosiareT 
sqoH boo txoT ,asmiisd> .toaktuod nfol. .1M x59" 
-T.W.U »eqoH booD tx0I ,lionvoD taoemeitiee 
,anoitsoiiqgé eel brad of sdoeivgal ,2M 156900 . 
2T8L .XS. yam bored 
bol gtnedivedod Ytonosd asolx 
mort not¢soilqqs as bevieoes svsd oW 
entodtis nse toubnoo of yasqmon beton-evods alt 
.eniflegiq ellidtoot eft pnols meuporq pmitf{ixb . 
asibal ous atts +6, al aotie patilixb ed 30 900, 5) 
-emsit Sasi Avoid eqoH hood 320% oft nidtiw zeviA, _. 
| saidg 10 owe SLixh o¢ adasw yasqmoo, odT .ROotmtOT 
| sevifl asibad susH edd to Ansd dtvoe edt no welod 
ILiw xxow sd? .(qeat Jagmdostts ao s91s meetp) 7 } | 
00S yd 4993 00S bag xedqodtled 6 paizasio Liste. 
. Siete te suods eelod bas ette efor ofd 36 jss2 
| lacie siz ob ot eacgaiq yodT | sboltinb od Aim ls 
| Birdd S2usoed a earn Deir ina 
; P 





1865 


ALi WE ST RE PiOR UNG Lon. 














BURNABY 2, B.C. John Louison 


lies within the Good Hope area, could you please 
have Council send me their comments and recommenda- 
tions on this application. 

We would appreciate your reply 
as soon as possible and if you need more informa- 
tion, please contact the undersigned at 873-2488. | 

YOURS Lagtrhy > 

Doug Willy 

LOreA Es Ganske, Chier 


Town Planning and Lands 


Department of Local Government. 


Q And there wasS a map en- 
closed with that? 

A Thats eight. - 

Q And it shows the areen 


area that was referred to in the letter. 
Well, perhaps I 
could summarize ‘to this point and -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, pieeeel 
summarize for us. 


MR. BELL: -- for the translator, 





Well, what we have here | 
are two letters to the Settlement Council asking for 


Council's comments on two land use permits, one for 


agents of -- one for people who are working for Arctic 


“Gas, and one for people who are working for Foothills 


Pipeline, and they propose to do drilling in various 
places near Fort Good Hope. And the Territorial Govern+ 
ment is asking for the comments of the Fort Good Hope 


Settlement Council on these applications. 
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BURNABY 2. B.C. John Louison 
| 
1 THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want 
2 | to translate that? What Mr. Bell said was that Arctic 
3 | Gas had asked for pérmission to drill a site near Good 
‘| Hope and so did Foothills, and the Council was asked to 
5 | comment. Would you just translate that, please? 
6 | MR. BELL: Q: Mr. Louison, 
7 did the Council send any comments to the Territorial 
g | Government on these applications? 
>| A Yes, we did send them a 
10 | telegram, and that's from ‘the Council, and it's addres- 
" sed to the Government of N.W.T., Yellowknife, July the 
12 | 8th, 1975. To the Department of Local Government, 
13 | Town Planning and Lands. Attention: Mr. Doug 
14 | Willy. Re Application from Northern Engineering 





15 |Sexvices Company Limited to conduct site investigation Fort 








a Good Hope block lands area and application 
17 | from Klohn Leonoff Consultants Ltd. to conduct 
18 airborne drilling program along the Foothills pipe- 
19 | line and Fort Good Hope block land area. The | 
Hel Settlement Council of Fort Good Hope completely re 
on jects both these applications as our stand is no 
ve) development until after land claims. 
23 And it is from John Louison, 
24 | Chairman, Settlement Council Fort Good Hope. 
ra) CHIFF T'SELEIE: Do you want me 
Bel .to interpret this? 
Pog | MR. BELL: Yes, if you 
| wouldn't mind, yes. 
$5) | OQ Tell us what happened 
a after you sent the telegram to the Government? 
| 
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DANAE Poo Take. John Louison 


A Afterwards we received a 
telegram from Commissioner Stuart Hodgson and it reads -< 
THE COMMISSIONER: What is the date of it, Mr. 
Louison? 


A We received that a week 


John Louison, Chairman of Fort Good Hope Settlement 
Counes |. 

I have now had the opportunity to give careful 
consideration to the Settlement Council's rejection 
of the proposal by Northern Engineering Limited and 
Kiohn ,Weonott Cosul tant's; for, testinge of: site, for 
possible future pipeline development. Although 
this Government is sympathetic to Council's posi- 
tion which I understand to be based on the overall 
pipeline situation and the Native Lands Claim aues- 
tion, we cannot agree to halt this research of this 
nature for ‘those reasons alone. I have therefore 
decided to treat the current application for soil 


testing near your settlement in the following 


manner. 
No. 1 - Northern Engineering Services. 
(a) Application touteciesate«, 2 and 23 


is approved. 

(b). Applicationstombest site 21 and,2ifa) is 
not approved as there is a conflict with 
existing leases and future residential 
expansion area of Fort Good Hope. 

(c) Testing on new site to replace site 21 


and 2l1(a) located approximately 1800 feet 
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1} downstream is approved. 





I 
| If pipeline construction goes ahead, only one 
3 site from the above would be developed. 
a| a Bie 
>| THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
6 | Mr. Louison, would you repeat that. "If pipeline con- 
7| struction" -- what was that? 
| A If pipeline construction 
9 | goes ahead, only one site from the above would be 
10 | approved or be developed. 
13 | 2. iKiOnn -vecnort "“Constiltants.  noproval ic 
i 
12 | given to test drill the base of the Hare 
ies indian” River. “IF realize approval tor these 











yes. 


14 sites may not be completely satisfactory to 

15 | the Settlement Council and regret this very 
16) much. However, the utmost care has been taken 
17 to safeguard the community's interests and 

13 this Government will continue to carefully 

oT consider community's interest in future situa-'| 
20 tions of this nature. 

2 S. M. Hodgson 

ae Commissioner, Government of 

23 Northwest Territories, 

24 | YerLowknite, Nwwee. 

25 | MES Bbisus Mr? Louisoen, 

2 ‘earlier in the Inquiry, whenm*we were =- 

27 | THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe that 
23 | should be translated. 

29 | MR.* BELL: OHP CL am-Sorry, 

30 | 
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John Louison 


MR BE Oe rar. LOoUuLson- 


<a 
=, 


earlier in the course of the Inquiry at Yellowknife, 
heard some evidence ‘about an application by Northern 


Engineering Services to conduct a test survey in the 


Vicinity Of Fort Good Hope. Is tnat a separate applica- 


tion from these two? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
raised that question at the hearing in Yellowknife. If 


you wish, as Counsel for the Indian Brotherhood, to say 


whether we are dealing with two new applications, havinc 


nothing to do with the old one, go ahead and say so. 
MR. BELL: Yes, I think that 
the pointthat these are two separate applications. 


THF COMMISSIONER: BES Lane 


(1) 


Well, that's settled then. That's fine; unless someone 


wants to argue with you. I can't imagine anyone woulc. 


MRA Brit: Well, .those are al] 


Je 


° 


the questions that I have. And I think these documents 


should be marked as exhibits. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yeu >= "a4 


that your Settlement Council may need them for its 
records, so Miss Hutchinson, the Secretary “of” the 
Inquiry, will photostat them when we get back to Yellow 
knife and then send everything back to you. 

And, before you mark them, wil 
you hand them all to me, Miss Hutchinson. 

One question, Mrs LoUsson; tia 
telegram that you eataeeaa from Commissioner Hodeson, you 


Said you received it a week ago, did you? 


7 
Vy 


Louison, we would like to keep those letters, but I knot 


> 


a) 


( 
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BURMA Yeas Bec. John Louison 


CHie£igiseleiec 


A Tia S *triue ; 

©) That would be about July 
the 28th or 29th, wotlla it be. - The telegram doesn't 
have a date on it. 

A That was on the 30th. 

Q Jy SUE. (Oh aye tera 
you. Well, all of these can be marke@. Mark them -- 
put them in order and mark each document A to the 
exhibit number. 

(LETTERS RE LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION MARKED FXHIPIT 
Gi22).) ’ 

(LETTERS RE LAND USE PERMIT APPLICATION, FOOTHILLS 
PLPRDINE GTD.., MARKED EXHIBIT Cl23.) 

(TELEGRAMS RE EXHIBIT C122 & Gl23 MARKED EXHIBIT C124.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you wish 
Col add anything, Mr. “Louison, about the matter? 


A No. 


. (WITNESS ASIDE} 
Chief T'Seleie, resumed. z 
; CHIEF T'SELEIE: Mr. Berger, 
there are a couple of things I would like to point out 
regarding the application for wharfing, stockpiling, 
and river testing by the pipeline companies. 
First, the way: the pipeline 
companies got permission for this project shows the wa 


we have been treated for the last hundred years. Our 


voice is totally Yanorecd, ‘Look at this example. The 


a tra 
= Mele 


.Settlement Council was set up by the Commissioner as 


elected body of this Settlement, yet the Commissioner 


them 


just ignores the decision of the Council and treats 
like children. The Commissioner thinks he knows the 


7. oC 


interests of my people better than we ourselves. It is 
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not true. We never chose the Commissioner to speak for 
us. We never chose the Commissioner to decide for us. 
We cannot accept him going aheac and ignoring us as 
people with the riqht to decide for ourselves. The Com- 
missioner has ‘no’ right "to make ‘decisions ‘for us; yet 
this is the way we have been treated since the white man 
first came. 

Second, ‘MroBerger, “det''s: Look 
atvwhatiethe decision “is i iFrom our (point tof nriew »(start-— 
unqvethe) dil inorforiwharfing tandetockhpidding fs\csimpby 
starting the construction of the pipeline. While we 
talk, people are just going ahead anyways. My. Berger, 
these sites are right in front of ethe settlement we Does 
Arctic Gas really intend to stockpile its equipment in 
the very centre of our community? Does it intenc tc 
build wharves right where we fish and put our boats 
OUT? This testing and dr¥illing is the first shovel of 
earth that you spoke about when you opened these hear- 
ings. It shows the Government's contempt for the Dene 
and for this Inquiry, when they let construction go 
ahead like this. 

Mr. Berger, this project. mus& 
be stopped. We ask you £6) helpulliaitstop Tar wit ieenot 
acceptable now or after land claims. We will never let 
them literally pile pipe oniftoprot aisi’inhat kinditot 
‘people do they think we are? 
(Witness Aside) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Before we 
go any further, these maps are very smal. M8 would Prke 
to see a map of the settlement with these proposed 


stockpile sites marked on them so that I could visit the 
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1 actual proposed stockpile sites while I am here in Fort 

2) Good Hope. There must be a settlement map. These maps 

3 | are big but they are not really of the settlement. 

4 There must be a settlement map around and maybe, Mr. 

5 Carter, - we are dealing with the stockpile site now, 

6 | not the drilling program at Hare Indian River. Maybe 

iL | we could get a good look at the precise location of 

8 | these stockpile sites in the settlement. The Chief says 
9 that they are right within the settlement and I would 
10 like to see a map that shows us exactly where they are. 
sD | Do. you think, Mr. Rowe, that 
12] you could help us out in that regard? 
13 | MR. CARTER: Rome we will 
14] Pi (CO. dot tilat. 
15 | THE COMMISSIONER: What coes 
16 | that mean, tonight or -- 
L7e MR. CARTER: Yes, SLT. 
18 : THE COMMISSIONER: Well, maybe 
19 | we could come back Co Eat subject, Cimet mew lietle batems 
20 after they have produced a map. After the coffee break 
el tonight we will return to that, Mr. Carter, if that is 
22 | all right. 
2G MR. CARTER: That will be 
aon fine, Sir. 
25 | THE COMMISSIONER: We have 
26 ‘left that subject for the time being, I think, and any- 
th | one who wishes to say something about the proposed pipe- 
28 | line and its impact or what your concerns may be about 

! ; 
29 its impact here in Good Hope, I am anxious to hear from 
20 you. 
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! 
1 | FATHER LABATT, sworn: 


| NOEL KAKFWI, Interpreter: 


ow) 














3 FATHFR LABATT: Mr. Berger, GOCD 

a HOPE has been on the map for a long time, longer than 

5 anyone can remember. The diary of the Mission goes back 

6/| a hundred years, and as the reader goes from page to pace 

7 | he is allowed a glimpse of the people and on their life 

J of yesteryears. 

9 Those people were tough people. 
10 | Their way of life required endurance, ingeniosity, skill, 
cal | moral and physical strength to win over the elements. 

12 i They have won my deepest respect. 

13] In a way people were different, 
14 | life itself was different of what we know now, because 

15 | so much acculturation has taken place. Years after 

16 | years, life followed the same pattern, a pattern estab- 
4 lished by tradition. The farmer in the South has his 

18 time for seeding and his time for harvesting. For the 
19 | Indians in the North thereswasea, timesfor goingeso4 fish | 
20 camps to make bales of dry fish, then, as summer was | 
“ coming to an end, there was a time for going each other 
22 his own way to his trapping ground where they would 

23 | settle tor the winter, | 
na The town of Good Hope was 

25 | deserted during the winter months. Christmas and Paster 
26 | ‘would see a good many of them back in the Fort fora 

27| few days, but soon after New Year they would again go 
al back.to their winterscamps.. Then. towould be.the spring. 
29 hunt, when beavers would start to come out of their 


30 houses and travel down the many rivers. Summer woulc | 
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oe i Father Labatt 
1] bring nearly everyone back into Fort Good Hope. There 
2 | would be then a lot of joy and happiness in seeing each 
3} other again. 
4] ATL rinsalbcitrwasiaegood life; 
5 in spite of hardships and at times starvation when the 
6 | caribous and fish were not at the "Rendez-vous". The 
ia people lived close to nature and their life pattern fol- 
5 lowed the pattern of nature. Winter and spring were 
9 | times for working when transportation into the heart of 
10 | the land was easier. “Summer, on the other hand, was a 
11] bit’ of°atholidsy;, with=drims.echothqtfortdayswandiidayss 
12) That life pattern remained unchallenged until recently, 
13! when white people started to come down this way in 
} 
14) greater numbers. 
13 At first it was the DEW line 
16 | people, followed by the construction of Inuvik -- 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
| what line? The DEW line? 
19 FATHER LABATT: The DEW line. 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Ohey SOBIY, 
21 the DEW line. 
on FATHER LABATT: Yes. | 
Pag -- followed by the construction 
24 | of Inuvik. Then it was the seismic crews, and finally 
25 | the-“roudh: necks". 
26 | This new development brought 
ad along many opportunities to the native people of the 
28 | North. They were offered to become wage earners. Many 
: ; 
29 | did give it a try and took advantage of the new oppor- 
30 | tunities. However, a great many of them soon got disil- 
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llusioned. They were not accustomed to this new life 
and soon they were back on Indian time, which was the 
only time that made sense to then. 

For an Indian, time has little 
value. An Indian always has time, and this is aDvEfault 
for a white man to understand, because for a white man, 
time is money. If time, however, means very .little tc 
a Dene , space, nature, the land, means a lot to hir. 

During this Inquiry, richt “fror 
the beginning, people have stressed again and again how 
much they valued their land. They don't value it, how- 
ever, exclusively because of the potential resources 
like oil and minerals that may be found in it, but alse 
because they have learned to respect it, having hac tc 
wrestle with it. 

Our Olc Timers have told you 
and showed you on the maps that they have travellec 
over this land from as far west as the Yukon border tc 
Bear Lake on the east, and north to the Anderson Piver, 
and, far.byond,.,nearly tosthei Arctic. Ocean: They cid, 
indeed, travel this land far and wide and drew life ‘r 
pt 

The Indian people respect the 
land because of another dimension which is being over- 
looked by the white society. I mean a Spiritual dimer- 
ea One 

A few years ago I was trave 
with an Indian,friend. «We had,arnived at a lake where 
we were to spend the next three to four weeks sprina 


hunting. As soon as we had hit the lake, my companion 
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l approached me and said, "Father, we must pay our tribute 
2 now to the Spirit of this lake in order that our days on 
3 this lake be good asain I thought it was a beautiful | 
4 idea, because, since I was a child, I had been told that 
5| God's spirit was everywhere. So, dutifully, I took a | 


box of matches and scattered some of them on the snow. | 


fon) 


7 That was my tribute to the Spirit of the lake. 





8 The Indian people have learned 

9 to respect nature and appreciate it to the point of giv- | 
10 ing certain places and locations they are more familiar | 
}} with a Spiritual dimension. 
i2 Up to a few years ago, people | 
13} down South talked about the North and all the possibili- 
14] ties it offered for development. Now, people of this 
15} land are also talking, making their views known. They 
16 || see in pipelines, highways, qas treatment plants and 








17 development in general a threat to their land and to 





| 


18] their.way of life. Their culture is being eroded. They 
19] are afraid that in the process of development, they win 
20 lose themselves, lose their identities, and lose their | 
Rh souls | 
22 It 1s a. major sihreat, and be< | 
23 cause of it, theDene Nation have decided to take aoe 
24 themselves their own destiny. Everyone knows how fragile 
25 the Northern Environment is. If strong measures were not 
26 | “taken to protect it, and if the developers were let loose! 
27 on the land, you can easily imagine all the damage that 
ee] heavy equipment would do to the land. 

4) In a sense we can say that the | 
ial culture of the people up here is as fragile as the lanc | 

| 
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7 on which they live, because of the relatively small 
2 || number of the Dene, anc because of the distance that 


separates each community. Indeed what happens when two 





| 

4 | different cultures, two different ways of life get into 
| 
| 


contact. The enc result is that the stronger one cets 

6 | the upper hand and the weaker one the short end of the 

7| Sticks The stronger one willingly or unwillingly will 
8 have the tendency to impose itself on the other. The 

9 Dene of the North refuse to see this happening. They 

10 | have come to realize that if development is given a free 
| hand, they will lose their identity, they will lose ther- 
12 | selves in the process..4 nf «<down, South, white tpeoplesane 
13 | confused by the turmoil and increasing tempo of change 
14] in their society, think about the Denes. The old ways 


15} have partly lost their appeal, and the new ways of the 





Nomehyamines;, “Ol. ftelds are attractive at first, but 
17} somehow circumstances have put the natives on the edae of 


18 society. 








19 | Inamyn22 yearswan- thes Northy 
20 have noticed many chanaes. In Fort Franklin, where I 

2:1, spent my first few years, everyone was running his own 

a2 isrey. in his own way, doing his own thing. Later on, 

a3 in many places, I have seen many of them being drawn 

24 | away slowly from a life on the land, lured by the pros- 
25 | pect of an easier life; in reality, unemployment, liquor, 
26 | ‘and degredation on the fringes of booming towns anc trad- 
i ing. posts, virtually becoming wards of the Government. 

28 | In view of those facts, many 

25 | have come to realize that they must take their destiny 
30) into their own hands. The white man must also come to 
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realize that their needs are not necessarily the needs 

of the Denes. They must also learn to be patient and 
tolerant. They must remind themselves that the develop- 
ment of the last few years has disrputed the traditional 
Pattern ofthe Ijte of the pecpie. 

Some changes have brought 
relief and comfort. On the other hand, some changes have 
also created serious disruptions, and this is a matter of 
major concern to the Dene People. True development can- 
not be limited to economic growth, it must be for the 
good of every man and for the whole man. Economic 
growth cannot be promoted if destructive in human values;! 
Ervadi tional, cultural, personal, social, Lami vial, mine 
Sprritual, True development cannot be measured in 
Collars ane technical achievement. Development 1s 
people. 

We white people, who have been 
either tolerated or accepted or welcomed by any Dene 
Community must give them our full support in whichever 
course they choose to take in order to control their own 
destiny. As Dave Courchene, President of The Manitoba 
Indian Brotherhood said: "We ask you to join us, not tc 
lead us." 

Because white people anc 


Indians are called to live alongside each other, we rust | 


enter into a meaningful dialogue with one another, which 


means we must talk to one another about things of mutual 


concern. 


Let me give you a few quotations 


from Paul Freire's book: "Pedagogy of the Oppressec”. 
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The world is built not by keeping silent, but 
by speaking, by reflecting and by acting. Dialogue 
takes place when people do not try to impose their 
views on others, but together to create. However, 
Dialogue becomes impossible when Faith in oneself 
anc Faith in the other person is lacking. Rased on 
Faith and Love, Dialogue becomes mutual trust betweer 
people. Dialogue is the incessant pursuit of the 
betterment of the people. Dialocue involves also 
Gritical, thinking, mot waiting, for things toerall 
into place, but trying to do something to improve 
the situation. 

For Animals, there is no yesterday, nor toror- 
row, but for people there is. There was a yesterday 
- there is a today - there will be a tomorrow, which 
people dialoguing together, must try hard to shape 
up and create. " 

What about the proposec 
pipeline? As a transient, accepted by the people, I arm 
here today, and perhaps elsewhere tomorrow. I have no 
right to tell the people of Fort Good Hope what course of 
action they should take in regard to the pipeline. 
However, from the time the hearings started in Yellow- 
knife right through to this present hearing in Fort Good 


Hope, I think the Dene people have spoken clearly enouch 


‘that they did not want it at the moment. If the pipeline 


was to be built now, it would be in complete disregards 
of the opinions expressed by the majority of them. Such 
a huge undertaking would be detrimental to them anc des- 


tructive in human values as well as traditional, social, 
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cultural, and familial, to the point that perhaps they 
would never recover from it. Thenpeforey +l, as lan 
individual, have no choice but to Support them in their 
demands: No pipeline now. 

Perhaps in 20syears, the new 
generation now growing up may think differently. The 
gas will still be there. However, if the demand for gas 
is so great that people down South cannot wait, I am sure 
that. the:gas people: didn't put all the eags in the same 
basket, and that they have in mind other alternatives to 
get it out, alternatives less destructive than the 
Mackenzie line. 

I would;:also like» to.point: out 
that perhaps the industrial nations should slow down and 
try .torshepherd their dwindling resources and still re- 
main a viable society indefinitely. put that's 


another’ story. 


In closing, 2.1 wonld like to sage 
A nation is not judged by its capability in the field of 
technological achievement, albeit, its ability in build- 
ing a huge pipeline, but a civilized nation is judged by 
the way it treats its minority groups. Let it «be a 
warning to us all. Future generations will judce us by 
the way we will have the treated the Dene of the North. 

Thank you for listening. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Father. -Will you give the Translator a hand, 
Father, in paraphrasingany parts that are giving hir 
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Father Labatt 
Bella T'Seleie 
FATHER LABATT: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Ad. Ge tite 
i, think it might be a good idea to stop for coffee now, 
and, Father Labatt, perhaps you and Mr. Kakfwi could 
work out an agreement about the translation. 

We will adjourn for a few 

minutes for a cup of coffee now. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(PROCEFDINGS ADJOURNED.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMFNT.) 
THE COMMISSIONER: We will call 
thas hearing to order. 

Father Labatt, would you 
let us have your statement so it can be marked as an 
exhibit. Thank you. 

(STATEMENT OF FATHER LABATT, DATED AUGUST 4th, 1975 AT 


FORTSGOODMHOPE, MARKED EXHIBIT. €125-) 


Belin Shine se wo ins 
CHIBE 7 Sh LEIE,  incerprete:: 
BELLA T SERELES I was born 
here in Fort Good Hope and raised most of my life in 
Colville Lake. 
My dad sa trapper. i 


have two brothers and two sisters. We all went to school 


for a few years. None of us were interested in coinc 


ror coe long. © hatedeschoc!,. i dqdn't like stetancr an 

Class all day.  itewasn't long before IT shut my mind off 

to everything I was taught) ‘Indoing this © didn’t learn 
anything else for the rest of the year. The teachers 


didn't know what happened to me. They talked to me anc 
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Bella T'Seleie 


told me that I had better learn if I wanted to be some- 
thing someday. I didn't know what, they=meant. Mit 
wasn't what I a eeae 

I look back on that time now and 
I think that was the smartest thing I have ever done. I 
know now that if I had gone through with all that school- 
ing, let them put things in my head, I wouldn't have ee 
vaved iat. LI.admire a lot of boys and girls who had went 
through with it and are still trying to gain everything 
that they have lost back. I couldn't even ao for a few 


Years tsoathatts why LE shut “off my mind) fromvall that they 


were teaching me. At the end of that year they wrote to 
my parents saying that I was a child that could no longer 
learn. I never went back to school and I was happy. 

I stayed home and livec with my 
parents and brothers in the bush. In the winter we 
trapped. In the spring we hunted beaver anc rats. In the 
summer we lived in fish camps. 7 dad thes funGer bat 
Married. Now I have two children. 

I teach part-time here in the 
sehool , Dene language, legends; anything that I think 
is good for the children to know I bring to them. 

IT also have a good chance to 
look at what the children are learning. Some things you 


don*t need at all’ in there but they are ‘still in “there. 


es want the school system to be changed to suit our way 


Of Ia fesbefore my girls go to school. 
One day, when we are given tire 
to think about anything other than the pipeline, I know 


that all our schools will be run so that our children 
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1}) won't lose none of the Dene ways in going. 
ey Mr". Berger,” I would’ Vike” to~sayv 
a7 a few things on what I think’ of the pipeline. ST ‘don s+ 


| 
4 think that the people who want this pipeline to be built 
| 





5 really care at all about the twenty years of oil and gas 
oq Chat. theywild be getting an bulldinge’ a pape line. 
7 | I ‘think, ‘from’ the very beginning} 


8 the whole purpose of the pipeline was to destroy every 


living animal and fish on our land. The Dene people de- 





10 pend on these animals and the white people know this. 








Li} They know that we don't need money. Any time we don't 
12 | have money, we could leave to the bush and live there. 
13 The white people want to do a lot'"of things’ on ‘our ‘Vand, 
7a but they know that they couldn't do it if we had the lanc 
15 | POweLe TT sto. 

| 
16 | DO, ae propose the pipeline. 
17 || If we ever blow it up, they would be happy. Then they 
1a could say that we destroyed the land ourselves. Either 
19 | way, we would lose. 
20 | If we don't have any moose anc 
21! other wild game to hunt, we will need money like the 
22 white people. We will have to have development. We will 
23 want it because we’ will have nothing else’ to turn ‘to. 
24 | And that is what the white people had always wantec. We 
3g will live like them, so what wil we’ have to fight for? 
26 | ; When the white people proposed 
27 | this pipeline, maybe that's all they wanted us to concen- 





28' trate on. Maybe they have other plans that they don't 


291) want us to see. They are probably using the pipeline tc 


301 begin with. 
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7 The white man want us to 

2 | depend on them. They want us to depend on them so much, 

3 mMayoe it 12s one of eae many plans to destroy every liv- 

a| ing «hing on. our land. That would be the quickest way tc 

5 | (oY ioe ih yr 

6 | THE, COMMISSTONER: Thank you 

yi Very much, Mrs... T'Seleie.. Tf you would, leave wour. state- 
i 

3 | ment with us, we would like to keep it and have it marked 
| asoan. exhibit. Thank you again. 


10 | (SUBMISSION OF MRS. BELLA T'SRLEIE MARKED EXHIBIT G126.) 


11 | (Witness Asice) 
12 | CASSIFN FDGI, sworn: 

i 
13 | My name jis Cassienm Edgi.. 

i 

| ; ree eer 
14} IT.am 57 years old and have eight children ane grandchil- 


15) dren. Therefore, I am going against the pipeline which 
164 Wiel ucive, my children trouble and hardship. Every sone 


17 || of you sitting here love your children. Did you want 


18 | themto suffers st guess vou don't, wenty them do isan, 
! 

19 | guess not, therefore no one of us living in the North 
| 

20 | like the pipeline to go through. Whoever want pipeline 


Hi) ge go through Northwest Territories is greedy for money. 





Por Ws, We want each to make a living out of our land 


23] and trap and hunt and nothing else, as long as we have 
| 
i 


247) Jittle money, to camry, us every day. 
25 | What.2S going to happen Lf 
{| 
26 ‘the pipeline go through Fort Good Hope? Drugs, hooze, 
| 
27 | family breakup, and trouble. In the past we have handful 
28 | of white mens. Still, how many girls have kids without 
25 | fathers and live on welfare. If pipeline go through, 
| 
: 30 | there will be thousands of thousands of white people, 
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1 therefore we doesn't want any pipeline. When we say no, 
2 | enc. 
3 | In the past the white people 
7 used to push us around like kids, but not now. We are 
5 learning. Now, for instance, we got fooled lots of 
6 | time, like rental houses. We were told, you will pay 
7 rent only $2.00 to $10.00 a month. And now, how much 
g | the people have to pay now? Even the poor people, every 
9] rent qoes up, every year. And us, if we lied to the 
10 white people, they will tell us we are a liar. 
11] I went to school when I was 
12 twelve years old and stayed only two years. When I came 
13) back from school, I hardly talk in English and I tauaht 
14 | myself, and I just hate school, as bush life is too gooc 
15 | I been in this town for about 
16 | 24 years, and every weekend I go:in«the bush, and feel 
Ly like quitting my job, but I thinkhefikmy tabildren; Asa vz 
13 want to stay on the AObCuneLL OI Cgetcyretrred jefe dave 
19 | get fired. 
20 Mr. Berger, please, no pipe] 
21|| before land claim is settled. We are all horn here 
. we will die here. 
as | THF COMMISSIONER: Thank 
24 | vyeryemuch) sift. May we keep your statement so it ce? 
25 | be marked as an exhibit. Thank you, Mr. Edai. 
26 || ' (SUBMISSION OF CASSIEN FDGI MARKED EXHIBIT C127.) 
27 | LUCY JACKSON, sworn: 
28 ; : Hello people, Mr. Bercer: 
29|| This year, being a woman's year, we didn't have many 


30 | women speaking. We 
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have mostly men speaking, so I think maybe we shoulc 














2| Start with a woman. 

3 fy name is Lucy Jackson, 

4] daughter of Mr. Theodore Tobac and Georgina Tobac 

5 I am anon status because of marriage to a Metis. I 

6 | havevnine’-+,I mean eight» children. “And™I was born in 

7| Loon Lake, which is maybe 30 miles from here. 

3 | I am afraid all my notes -- I 

9 don't have all my speech written out, it is just notes. 
10 | THR COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
11) cabry- on. 
12 | MRS. JACKSON: SO, Mr. Berger, 
13| you asked®us what the impact will be’ to6°the*iIndian peaple 
14| when the pipeline comes or when the pipeline will start. 
15 | The impact is here on the native peoples already. We 
16 | see development already on the land, on the peoples. 
17 | I think today the native 
12 peoples are hit the hardest in every way. In the commun- 
19 ity of Fort Good. Hope there is only five peoples employed, 
20 five native peoples employed. All the rest are trappers 
2) Or part-time company workers, maybe for a month or two. 
23 Youcgo all over the North- 
23 west Territories and you see seismic lines. In the 
24 | winter you see companies going on the lands. You ask 
25 what lakes, what streams, what part of the country is the| 
26 | ‘trapping or filshitig area?’ WWust«ébike Yone old-man*yester- 
27 | day, he said, every stream, every lake, every open land 
8 | is trapping area or-a fishing area. 
2S 





| 
| You come to Good Hope to 
| ask us what the impact will be? Well, the impact is here. 
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rou go tO the peoples' houses. The condition of 
the houses they live in, rental homes, private homes, you 
walk in there. The first year they put rental hores in 
Good Hope was in 1970, they built the rental homes. They 
furnished it with a table, with chairs, with a bed, mattresses 
if available, if they came; no bathtub, no running water, 
a chemical toilet. Sometimes they didn't have enouact of 
these. That was all; no blankets, no nothing. This 
the way it is still today. Peoples who live in their own 
homes are even worse. 

The peoples that go out 
trapping, they go trapping every year, but yet today the 
fur.prices are so,low:that.youycan't,even make a living. 
Take, for example, Mr. Gabe Kochon, who spoke today. Fe 
issa-trapper,.ansexpert trappers | Hehiskawfishermany ia 
hunter. This year alone he made 4,000. He sold 148 
marten, 6 foxes, 5 mink, 32 beaver. Out of all thiswhe 
feeds his family year round. He has: bought a Skidoo, a 
motor, a canoe, sleigh, traps, whatever furnishings he 
needed for his house. He bought it out of this. On tof 
of that, he had to pay his monthly rent. What little 
money a person makes is sucked right out ofeathem. 

Even today, school teachers 
tell our children, "you're lucky, you're lucky to have sc 


much oil and gas. Why don't you share jute? { We shere 


it; we gave so much; we are still giving todays So we 


give you, so give us this, what did we get - nothing. 
Today we are just — you give us a lot but you make us Pay 
for everything. You made us pay the hard way. Tocay 


our lives are still controlled by the Government. 
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1| Ay teapper, ledorang pen 2 
>| rental home, or even an employee - 
| . permanent employee to 
} the Government - has to pay rent, over a hundred dollars, 
4 | less three dollars, but maybe it will be one or two fami- 
5) lies who will pay $3.00. The rest - you see them having 
6 | broken windows. People living in rental homes without 
7} running water. The white peoples that live with us call 
8 us "dirty", we are dirty people. 
9 I have been a merber of 
10 i the Settlement Council for four years. Three years, mayke 
11! four years ago, the Health Department told us our water 
12 : condition was not fit to drink. In April of this year we 
| were told, you are drinking sewage water. 
| 
ae | Anyway, do people think we 
15 | arensonrich ourselves? Do people think we are so rich 
_ ourselves? They think we are making millions out of Be 
3 resources, our natural resources -- we get nothinggoui.e¢ 
a it. We give it. We always give. We even give our- 
| selves too. Whatever--like I said before, whatever you 
20 | gave us we always pay. We pay the hard way always 
21 with our lives, with everything. Everybody knows Indians 
22 are drunkards. We are being punished for being drunkarcs,. 
23 You should listen to sore 
24] of your Commissioners and your superiors coming cown here 
25 | to talk to the peoples, to the Settlement. COuURncisls 766 
26 “the Band Councils, to the peoples. They PnVAtee UM Se Shes 
27 | You know what they have to say to us? We are not here to 
28. babysit you peoples, other than that you are sinners, 


7G | : ; F 
29 you're drunks. This is what we have to get every Gey. 


Not only that, every day we deal with different peoples 
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coming in, flying in, just to give us so much informa’ 
How we are keeping sane Tidon “Ahikew., Tevkeoprette intr, 
have to live, we have to make our living at home, and ve’ 
we have to attend meetinas, have go to different places 
every day, but still we try to make a home for our fari- 
lies. Peoples are trying. 

© have ‘got ‘a> lot of 4 formeti or 
here but- - we have to cope with the cost of livince, of 
travelling, every day, with what-- 

Wh ees: AL] Yl think, Gittavé’ arc 
pay eer Haverqotita Lot Mere, utr 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well eh vou 
have more -- 

MRS. JACKSON: And then I 
into the future. I would like to see my children, enc 
other children, educated, to be qualified teachers, 
nurses, doctors, pilots, seismic workers, judges, exper? 
Hare Skin speakers, who can translate for the pecpl« 
who do not understand or speak English. And if we are 
to have our land claims settled, we need so many of our 
Indian peoples to be trained ‘or educated in all fields 
Ort rades". I would like to see the young people contrel- ~ 
ling their own natural resources. 


This’ Ws “all? have <0 say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mrs. Jackson. Doviyow wasiftttottranstate your~ 


self, Mrs. Jackson. 


MRS « JACKSON: » I scould translate 


myself. 
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Margaret Heming 


MARGARET HEMING, sworn: 

LUCY JACKSON, Interpreter: 

MARGARET HEMING: My name is 
Margaret Heming. I am employed as a nurse with the 
Department of National Health and Welfare, Canada. The 
following words I have to say aremy own. At the outset I 
would like to fully endorse all the things that Father 


Labatt has had to say; Mr. Edgi had to say; and Mrs. 


Jackson. 

In ‘addataon to ald of that. we 
all have something in common in this room, - we are 
Canadians and this Northwest Territories - this jewe! 
of the world - is part of Canada. 

Another thing which we have in 
common is fear. I sensed this this afternoon as I 


listened to what the people of Fort Good Hope had to say 
about why we should not have the pipeline through our 
Northwest Territories. Fear gets in the way of think- 
ing; it gets in the way of learning; it makes us submis- 
sive; and fear destroys our independence. 

There is a sign on the wall of 
this auditorium which relates to an Indian having to 
bleach his hair in ‘order to attain ‘status. What is this 
status thing anyway? fo my way of thinking, the person 


who thought out the idea for this’ sign was a truly fear 


‘person - full of it. To you who wish to be known as the 


"Dene" to be known as something set apart, must I dve 
my hair black and change the colour of my skin in order 


fo" On your 


Tam Saftratc “t0c6 ana what am I 
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Margaret Heming 


afraid of? 


First i «l tam notprafraid cat 4net 
Mr. Blair has said; I am afraid of what Mr. Blair has 
not isatid:. I am also afraid of what the people of Fort 
Gooe Hope have not said. 

I watched and listened to two 
gentlemen this afternoon explain about sources of aravel, 
about putting a wharf in at Fort Good Hope, about bua ld- 
ing two airstrips, about helicopter landina pads. No one 
seems to be particularly interested in the impact all of 
this is going to have on the health of the people of the 
North. 

I am a health worker. Mr. 
Thomas Manuel of Fort Good Hope is a health worker. Mre. 
Mary Rose Drybone of Fort Good Hope is a health worker. 
What has been planned for water supply for camps of 80° 
men, for garbage disposal, for sewage disposal? We are 
already polluting the Mackenzie River. What plans have 
been put on to the drawing board about all of these 
health hazards? 

The incidence of venereal dis- 
ease is on the upswing in the Northwest Territories 
already. What kind of thinking has gone into the 
resolving of this problem? 


What types of people would be 


‘hired to work on the pipeline? The alcoholic, who is 


down and out on skid-row in the South? Th drug addict 


who, needs a fast buek? 


What are the safety measures 


which have been laid out for the protection of the ren 
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Margaret Heninc 
1 working on the proposed pipeline? What are the emercency 
| : ; 
2|| measures which would be set up in the event of accidents? 
| | 
"| Industry in the South will un- 
4 doubtedly dangle the proverbial carrot in front of the 
s| noses of the people of the North with regard to ermploy- 


6' ment. Will these people be trained sufficiently as a 














| safeguard against accidents? 
3 | I feel sure, if and when the 
| land claims have been settled, and the people of the 
| 
10 | North are ready to tackle the next project involving a 
" gas and/or oil pipeline, the question of who is to be 
B2 | employed will come up. Indian people are alreacy goine 
a3 : over to Norman Wells and up to the Arctic Coast to gain 
14 | employment with such companies as Imperial Oil; and sors 
BS | of these very Indian people are also very able trappers 
BG | and bushmen. 
Be | On the other siée of the Gerry, 
18 | those people who would wish to come from the South to 
19, this North of ours, would they really know how to cope 
28 with the hazards of the North? 
21 | The Indian people state that 
_ theyodornot want to go to schools to be educated. 1 
a honestly think that this is a negative approach. I am 
24 | suggesting rather that the Indian people should try to 
25 | have the best of two worlds. Tt is only without fear 
26, ‘that this can be accomplished. 
27 | People from the South, by 
28 | reputation only rather than in fact in a lot of cases, 
| 
29 are supposed to have the technological know-how. What 
30 | would be wrong with them learning how to cope, learning 
} 










som a one tt i | 
arashiges Bo taeve- ott aiequ tee ed biuow foidw zoxvesom 
-~y LLiw ditvee oda ot yavenbaT | (Mas oat SEA oe | 
oft Yo, dnOx3 at Jox189: iain itn) let ai eine 
-/olqys o+ Btspe1 dtiw dito ent Ro elqoeq add) 20 esaon 
s #6 yiteetoltive Semtgas od slgoegq geans {Liw .tnem” 
_ p)) Setaebsons: RnR men ES 
od2 nedw bne 3f ,eawe, fse2 Bi + yi we abs bes hee . 
att lo elgdseg aft has. \belstea need evaed amislo Snel 
5 paiviovar toeforg txen edd oldost ot: yhaet oun dzolt 
od oc ah ore) Be. noidzeup ett. .oniteqia fio 2o\ brs: shy | 
eqiop yosertis sts sliqoad wetbar -qu onon Iiiw beyolqns 
1i55 OF JeeO9 PLiiotA Bde. oF Ge ne wiLion AmsmI0u oF er , 
“orn Das 3110 Istxequl 26 eeineqmoo douse diiw dnemyolgme | 
state1d efds yxev oeis a1s elqoeq askbal ytev' saert to’ 
~temdaud: bis 

,1io® adv 30 acta stedjo edz ad 
Atuo2 odat mort omoo os. daeiw bfow aie aiqooq seont 
G09 o4 wod wond yiissx yedt biuow yaive Reutromeids ed 
ci210M edd 20 sbusead ond idtbw ‘Pos 
h te 


seii3 e3sde olqoeq nebbal of? . 
| .betsouho od 03 efoodoe od op. otitaaw gon ob yeds | SS 


ws I ,dosotags evitsanen s ef aidd gedt Anids yilsteenod yes 
2 yut bivete olqosq nmaibal odd todd totss poiteoppre 48s 
1592 suorktiw yico et 42  .e@bitew ows to tesd odd over PRs 
aa -beiietignosss ed ma etd seds 1 

ed xhhduoe, odd most skqoo8, en wo 
wease>, Io 7OL ai ton? nk asd? xedsex yloo nokvesadss 
baa swodmwortat tsoipotoniises eit eved ot beeoqqua oxs 


antespad y9R09 of. wod pabaxsot meds ritiw prow ed Biuow 


: : 7 cs =o as ’ 
“ae aa a eee a - on wy - - ws © 


fu 
CO 
WO 
J 


Se MW ESa dt FOR TaN NG Joana). 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


Margaret Heming 








1| what it means to be dependent upon the forests, the 

2 rivers, the animals for £ood..andy clothings. .,Itswould 

| be like the old Indian adage of "walking in the other 

4) man's moccasins". 

5 We must have respect for what 

6 we seem to consider as our adversary - our enemy. 

7 Do not bleach your hair, my 

8 friends.- I cannot change the colour of my skin. Let 

9 us tear down the fences, Chief T'Seleie - not build ther 
10 up. A fence isbuilt  forpfear offsomething. coming inte 
11) our world. 

12) In the study about the effect 

13 of the pipeline on the environment and on the lanc, let 
14} us also study about the way we are going to take advan- 
15 | tage of the natural resources, and at the same tame, 

16 | keep our people strong and alive, in order that everyone 
17/ may enjoy the best of two worlds. 

i | Thank you, sir. 

9) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank. you 
4 very much. I think it ,sheuld bentransbated.+.Perhaps 








| (PROCEEDINGS RESUMFD PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT.) f 3 


21] Mrs. Jackson would. Would you mind translating, rs. 
22 Jackson? 
23 | Maybe we should stop acair 
24 | for five minutes for a cup of coffee and then we can 
25 resume after that, and the translation can continue 
26 Uatter it has been discussed. We will stop for five or 
. ten minutes for coffee, if that is all right. 
28 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED.) 
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Well, Lacies 


‘eee | THF COMMISSIONER: 
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Margaret Heminc 
Celine Ritias 


bY 


and Gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order acair, 


bh 


and Mrs’. Jackson will continue with the translation of 
3 Nurse Heming's statement. Carry on, Mrs. Jackson. 


4 Thank you very much, Nurse 


ar 


5 Heming. I wonder if you would leave your staterent wit 





Miss Hitchinsonrand i will) *béeimarked “as fa.statement. 


7 Thank you. 


8 | (SUBMISSION OF MARGARET HEMING MARKED EXHIBIT C128.) 


9 (WITNESS ASIDM) 

10} CELINE BITIAS, sworn: 
l LUCY JACKSON, interpreter: 

-7 My name is Celine Ritias. 
; , 

2 | Mr. Berger, here is what I have to say, and how I feel 





13% about the pipeline. 





14 They are not thinking of 

15 | our future. What will we have in the future? What is 
16 going to happen to us? Maybe there won't be nothing 

La left for us in the future. Maybe by that time there 

18 won't be anything left, and when there is no more animals 
is) left, what are we going to do? Just think, what are we 


20 going to do? After that they don't have to turn to us 


thing else. 


ifjwctheme mas fanyoil spills 


2d and say, "Those Dene peoples can't even go out in the 
22] bush anymore". It's not going to be our fault. Whose 
23 fault it's going to be? It's going to be tneir fault. 
| We don't want the pipeline 
ad | to come through. We said "no", and why don't they leave 
26 | us alone? Leave us alone and leave us the way we are. 
27| And if the pipeline comes through, a lot of animals will 
28 | die off. The pipeline will destroy the lands anc every- 
28 | 

| 

| 
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Celine Ritias 
ang 1¢ fany-kind, of animals mayso omrrthat «ailbn., that 
animal will die. Some other animal may eat that animal; 
it will die too. 

Mr. Berger, you think we are qo-= 
ing to believe what they are going to tell -- say or tell 
us ,,;when they say ‘it will not hurt anything.on When they 
build the pipeline, just think how much white peoples 
will come to the North, and when there's so much white 
peoples, where will we stand? We don't want to be told 
where to stanc by any white peoples. They miaqht push us 
around; sooner or later they micht put uS on reserves. 

We don't want to be on reserves. 

Just think who is going to make 
all that money. They are the ones that will make all 
that money, while Dene peoples make nothing out of it. 
How would they like us to put a pipeline through their 


backyard? They wouldn't) like it. They would turn us 


down. 

We are depending on the lanc; 
Peas Our eEricde,. We Dene peoples get our food fror 
the land. For an example, compare a chicken that you 


buy at the Bay and a chicken that you shot in the bush, 
and if you shot a couple of chickens, it would cost you 


nothing, but if*you got iticicronucthel Bay wie would cost 


you ‘about’:$5 200. 


Thatis: alel Ghinavexto way. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank | you 
very much. Would you leave your statement with us soit 
can be an exhibit. Thank you. 


(STATEMENT OF CELINE RITIAS MARKED EXHIBIT C129.) 


(WETNESS ASIDE) 


i 2a 
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ESTHER LENNIE, sworn: 
LUCY JACKSON, .interpreter: 

My name is Esther Lennie 
and this is what I think about the pipeline. The white 
men -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: EXcuse> me; 

I really want to be able to hear what everyone is savina, 
SO maybe we could all try to be a little bit cuieter 
while these statements are being made. Carry on. Start 
over ,tinfoyou don/itemind. 

Povo E Re LEN DEs Mra “Berger, my 
name is Esther Lennie and this is what I think about the 
pipeline. ; 

The white men are not going to 
think about us and our future. The white men are think- 
ing about themselves and now. 

They are going to destroy the 
land, and we need the land more than they need Pt. 
The land is ours and we belong here. We are all prouc¢e 
to be called Dene people. 

We don't want any pipeline 
@round> here,a theres Wotsveh, other mlaces® ta) pub) ;the 
pipeline. Tha esas, nediionlye fort neyo wxeritomele: tee 
Dene people that lives in the Mackenzie Valley. 


How much land will they destroy 


if they put up camps every 50 miles? That's why we don't 


want the pipeline. If they put up the pipeline, then the 


white men are going to come and change our way of life, 
and they are qoing to take over our villages, and they 
are going ‘to “take over thev=-—‘they tare going toi'take over 


the land. Then the people are goino to stop living in 
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Esther .Lennie 


the bush and live in town and never bother going back tc 
bush again. We don't want our land to be destroyec. 
We love and care for our land, that's why we still live 


2 RL? 2 


in the bush. 

The people will be scared to go 
anywhere for hunting because or the pipeline. And there 
is going to be gas everywhere if the pipeline is put un. 
We rare Not’ going *to-say, yes, you *could put “up the pipe= 
line through because we need our land as much as the 
white men needs it. 

They may “riot ‘go “trapping “any- 
more because the animals will be scared to go anywhere. 
We are always going to say no because we don't want it 
around the Mackenzie Valley. I hope you stop botherine 
us» about ‘the pipeline. after this. If they have it ‘coinc 
through, they are going to treat us like slaves, when 
this land really belongs to us Dene people. 

itis going to be like in the 
South where the people are told what to do and where tc 
lhitveland wel don"t walt that “fFoer“our'’chiltdren . “We ‘want 
them to be raised in the bush were most of the Dene 
peoples were raised, then they'll know more about the 
bush. Like, nowadays, most childrens had too much of 
school and not very much about the bush. “That's why we 


don't want the pipeline because our children's children 


are going to be raised in the white way, and they are 


aoing to be dumb in the bush. 


That 'sviallanave *o say. 
THE ‘COMMISSTONE R? Thank you, 


and you could you leave your statement with us, please. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Jonas Grandjambe 
1 (STATEMENT OF ESTHER LFENNIF MARKED EXHIBIT 3 he) 
2 (WITNESS ASIDF) 
3 JONAS GRANDJAMBE, sworn: 
LUCY JACKSON, interpreter: 
‘| My name is Jonas Grandjarhke 
5 | of Fort Good Hope. 
6 | Mr. Berger, I am not going 
7 | GO.say tooumuch. «lt am going to,say a little about the 
3 | pipeline and a little about the highway, telling you what 
9 ite Wid OO LO.us and our land’. 
10 | If the pipeline comes 
21 through our land here in the Northwest Territories, our 
12 land will be damaged. Our land won't be the same as it 
13 | is now; living out of this Jand wontt be the same, it 
14 will be all changed. Even the peoples, us Dene, won't 
15 | be the same, because there is going to be a lot of white 
ie men. We'll all change because there is going to be 
17 liquor and drugs, which will come along with the white 
18 man and the pipeline. 
19 } We don't want the pipeline 
20 to go through our land, to damage our land, and to fee lik 
21 our way of living, us Dene. That is why we don't want 
22 the pipeline. Whether it's coming through or not, we 
3 Gon't want the pipeline. 
| About the highway, if the 
im pipeline comes through, surely the highway will come 
i through with the pipeline, then what will happen to us 
na Dene? 
1 Our land is not going to 
29 | be the same as it is now. Even us Dene won't be together 
i 
30 | anymore, we'll be scatterec. Some of us might be way 
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We do not have to pay for 


any animal that we can shoot out there on the land. We 


1 out South on the highway, hitchhiking, getting kicked 
2 around on your land in Cher OOuUusL I, If the highway comes 
3 | through, there will be more white men, a mad Fusn ‘os 
4 them, then what will become of us Dene? We just might 
5 end up living on Reserve land like the natives down 
6 | south living on Reserve land, on which they were once 
7 tree tO Tive “on, do’ as they» wanted to do on the land. 
5 They are not free to go any place and do as they please, 
5 | only the one little spot given to them - the Reserve. 
10 We don't want to end up like them, that is why we don't 
EL want the pipeline and the highway to come throuch. 
12| Mele er ete 
13 | THE COMMISSONER: Thank you, 
14 | Sir. We will keep your statement, if we may, and have 
15 | it marked as an exhibit. 
16 (STATEMENT OF JONAS GRANDJAMBE MARKED EXHIBIT Cl21.) 
17 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
18 LENA GULLY, Sworn: 
LUCY JACKSON, interpreter: 
aS, Mr. Berger, my name is 
20 Lena Gully and I was born here and raised in this town. 
21 I have seen white man come 
a2 and tear up our land. All the land, lakes, fish and 
23 plants don't mean anything to them. A tree to us means 
24 shelter, fuel and transport, and the spruce gum means 
25 | medicine for us. 
mh The lakes, river anc 
al creeks have life in them. They have animals we use for 
28 Food -and cl1cehning. > 
29 
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Lena Gully 
Charlie Tobac 


go to the Bay, or any oth@ristore ,wande wel havesto pay 
about $10.00 for a little piece of tongue, when we can ao 
out and get more than just a tongue for free that could 
last for a long time. 

Therefore, if the pipeline is 
built, it would destroy the land that means so much to 
Wes Ti wil destroy cur way of, late. 

So, Mr. Berger, that's why I say 
we don't want no pipeline, or highway for that matter. 
The white man has never lived up here, so they don't 
understand what it means to us having our land destrovec. 
First, they came to our land and discovered lots of furs. 
So they gracually came for furs that was needed in 
England and Europe, and now more are coming to our lanc 
honour iminerals, vourr_ands,i roi land gas. wilhey want 
these resources for money and power. They don't care 
for our land and our people. jfistory is just repeating it- 
self. 

So, again, I say, we don't want 
the pipeline or a highway. 

Thats all 1 have, Wo. (say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank ‘yous 
If you will leave your statement with us, we will. mark 
it as an exhibit. Would you leave it with us? 

Thank you. 
' (STATEMENT OF LENA GULLY MARKED EXHIBIT C132.) 

CHARLIE TOBAC, sworn: 

LUCY JACKSON, interpreter: 

My name is Charlie Tobac. 


I was born in Fort Good Hope. I am marriec anc have two 


chilcren. 
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Norbert Caesar 


I do not agree with the pipeline. 
When they put this experiment pipeline in the Sans Sault, 
they did a lot of blasting in the river. A lot of beaver 
were damaged anc blind; the beavers were all blind. A 
lot of beavers were blind and got killed. A lot of 
beavers were blind and were killed by sticks hitting 
themzg tinispring huntethisayeany, there wasre lot,ef)deac 
beavers. We went through four lakes, in all these lakes, 
there were dead beavers. 

When the pipeline comes through, 
there will be more animals that will be dying. Ande with 
what seismic work was done to the land, a lot of animals 
were dying, but how many will be dying when the pipeline 
witlebetputcthronghiintourebands, What willwhappensin the 


all 
future? That. is why we are /saying we do not want the pipe- 


line. 

That’scahl Inhawe to say, thank 
you. 

THE COMMISSICNER: Thank tyou, 
Suis 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
NORBERT CAESAR, sworn: 


LUCY, . JACKSON) mterpre ter’ 


MR. CAESAR: Norbert Cacsar, 
I was born in this Fort Good Hope. 
THE INTERPRETER: A few years ago we were workine 
with the white peoples at -- I think he will tell you, 


show you where he was speaking after. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead, do 


you wish to go to the map now, or -~- 
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Norbert Caesar 
Martha Rabisca 
THE <iNTERPRETER?: This ie daiethe Rampart 
River area where they used to work. They used to block 
up the rivers, and they used to dynamite on the lakes. 
We hunted beavers there. And now you go up there trapp- 
ing for beaver and there is no more beaver in that coun- 
try. In the Rampart area -- the Rampart River area there 
Usec tobe lots" of rabbits, but today there is nothing 
There were dead rats in the lakes. Beavers , too, were dead 
floating in the lakes. There was a lot of dead mocses 
also. 
How come the president of the 
Oil company says there will be no damage to the animals 
when the pipeline comes through? There's a lot of 
seismiclines and in the spring, when the water is 
running, - from these seismiclines the water that flows 
to the lakes and the rivers. The animals die from 
these. I have seen a lot of dead animals in our 
Country, that's why we do not want a pipeline. 
T-am-solely avtrapper..) a) do mot 
depend on work to make my living. I don't want the pipe- 
line and the highway to come through our land. 
That s-"ald: of shavemtos Say < 
THE COMMISSONER: Thank you 
weny much, ‘sir. 
(WITNESS ASIDF) 
MARTHA RABISCA, sworn: 
LUCY WACKSON sinterpreter: 
My name is Martha Rabisca. 
I was raised by my ancestors and today I still live that 
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1 I live in the bush with my children, and I always keep an 
2 eye on things. IT was raised by my ancestors. My 

3 | ancestors made their tepees with caribou hides. In the 

4 middle, inside, we had a little fire. If you want to 

5 | make a fire in the morning, they pick up dry branches 

6 | from dead wood. They never talk about pipeline and yet 
7| they made a living. 

3. Since the white man came to talk 
9 about the pipeline, tney Say"lt-as Not qcimeg= te destroy 
10 us. The pipeline is just like poison to us. How come | 
nf they say it wouldn't really destroy the land? 

ie Iohave’ seen’ a lot’of+ dead” ani- | 
13} mals. I don't like the way you talk about our landed, 

141 about having a pipeline through our land, as we do not 

LS go outside to your country and interfere with you, tell- 
16 ing» you.what to do, or what we, the Indian peoples, will 
17 do on your land. | 

18 In the early years, when the 

19 first white man came, even those few that came here, ERSy | 
20 sure cheated the peoples. I still remember those. 

21 THLS*Véar™we~went’ror- our” trapp-3 
ez ing 108 miles from here, my two sons and myself; 108 

23 miles, that is where we put our camp. From there we 


24 even went further without having any trails throuch snow, 
through the cold weather. That's how much they have des-. 


+ 


| 
| 
| « 
Py troyed our land around this area, that we had to go that 


27 far to do our trapping. Myself, I walked most of the way 
28 COOy 

| 
29 If I went outside to your land 


30} and interfered with you, surely you will not leave me 
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| alone, you will just tell me where to go. We aot sick 

| in our camp last yeas, We had to travel back this wav 
3 | with the dog team. Sometimes we would have to travel 
until after midnight, 3:00 o'clock in the morning, 


| 
} 
5 through the snow, and the snow was higher than our knees. 





6 || THE COMMISSIONER: Higher than? 
7) THE INTERPRETER: The knees. 

| 
7 This is how much we, the 


9 peoples, is suffering today; how far we have to go for 


10/ our trapping. So, why are you asking us to put the pipe- 





Mh) Line through .our ,land? 


12 | The Government says they will 

13 | give us houses, good homes, everything. That was just to 
| 

14; fool us, just so they could say, we gave you houses, we 


MS gave you this, just so they could put the pipeline 





IG) through; 





17 | Pe Liverimia house down here, in 
: a log cabin, but I still furnish it with myself, from 

19 | what wy late husband left, I.furnished;with it...And to- 
20 day I am still, have to repair my home with my own money. 
2 We have repeated ourselves in 

22 the past .saying,we.did.not.want. the pipeline, and yet you) 
ao keep after us to put the pipeline through our land. 

24 Through the last world war, they 
25 told us there was lots of children starving outside. The 
26. ‘last war peoples from outside were telling us that a lot 
ai of childrens were starving outside, we need help from you 
28 Indian peoples. Give us money; we will return it to you 
29 after the war is over, and today we have not receivec a 
30 | cent back. And in those days, when we gave so much to 
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Martha Rabisca 


the peoples that were supposed to be starving in the 
South, you cheated us. Today we still haven't received 
encenk? backs 

Today you talk about the pipe- 
line, and now you ask us to speak, and we are speaking. 
When you go back out to your homes, you will be laughing 
at us, talking about us, of what we said. 

Last year, after they came back, they , 
barely made it back to town from their camp with the dog team, she 
came back to town, she had to go back cut to Rorey 
Lake, where she usually goes every year. When she got 
into this Rorey Lake, there is nothing but vehicles 
around that lake, day and night, noise. The martens were 
running alLlnovernthésland; into her camps prromethe 
noise, the martens were just on our doorstep. In two days 
I caught ten martens; right at my doorstep. The animals 
are scared of anything. Evenwsittinga@insidée “our tent =i 
could hear the marten being Pcaughti@in aVtrap ‘outside. 

I was raised by my ancestors and 


I still would like to see my childrens and their grand- 


childrens living the way my ancestors livec. I will be 
dead in a few years, and so this is what I think. I 
teached:allmy childrens how to live in the bush. They 


know how to make snowshoes, how to make their living in 


the bush. They are talking about their childrens going 


to school today. i’ suite. When a parent raised a 


child, this child respected his mother. Today, the Chal — 
drens that are going to: school outside the cormunity, 
when they come back they have no respect for their. mother 


or their dad; they have no respect for nothing. 
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AREWEST REPORinING E-nD. 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Martha Rabisca 
1 When the pipeline comes throuah, 
2] and these childrens that went to school outside of here, 
3 | they will go for the pipeline, they will go to. them. 
4 | This ws truly car*land, my 
7 ancestors raised me. I remember my dad and mother, they 
| 





6 | died when they were a very old age, when they couldn't 





| swallow food. That "sihowsold our eS laa lived. How 
8 | come today peoples are just dying, young peoples are 

9 || dying, when I have seen my ancestors live to be of olc 
10 || age. 

aid. The white peoples are blamed f 


12 this. How come today they are still telling us what tc 





do? They are always telling us how to live. I remember 


3 
OJ 


14 || when my mother and dad told me, the white peoples are 


jb 
Uy 


coming. Since then it has not been the same. It has 


16 | been no good.’ 








17 | We own the land. We have saic 
18 already we did not want no pipeline. Just like cogs 

19 tied, you stop us. 

20 Mr.eBerger, Tf you are a Crue 
21 and honest person, when you go back out, we will be 

Z2 listening for you, what you have to say for us when you 
23 go"backsout..“Wewilt listen: 

24 I have a lot more to say, but 
ns Sinegesit's so late, ~ will have only thie “co. Say, -2ne 
26 | * tomorrow I will speak again. 

27 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
28 very much, Mrs. Rabisca. Thank you. 

ae (WITNESS ASIDE) 

30 | 
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Loai.iieeeineile wii 
1| THE. COMMISSIONER«s It is getting 
2 | On, fo) one oOo, clock. and dithigk thet ag woudd, Destime te 
3 adjourn. | 
a Mr. Carter, I asked you earlier 
5 about preparing a map of the townsite, so that we could 
6 | look at it and determine where that drilling for the 
7| wharf anc the materials yard would be. Will you be 
| able to give us that drawing when we start tomorrow? 
9 | MPR. CARTER: Ves: isis 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
11} PndaMr..bell, we will call upon you tomorrow for a dis-= 
12| cussion of these maps of traditional hunting and trappinc 
13 | and fishing grounds. 
14 | Well, 1 should like to say 
13 | that we will sit again tomorrow at 1:00 o'clock, that LS, 
$69 we will carry on the Inquiry here at the school at G0 
17 | o'clock tomorrow, and then we will continue tomorrow 
: afternoon and tomorrow evening, but on Friday we must go 
19 to Colville Lake, and then on Saturday to Norman Wells, 
20 and then on Sunday to Whitehorse, so tomorrow will ke 
xl the last day we can spend here in Fort Good Hope, so all 
hy 4 the people who still wish to speak, ana. all of the 
x) people who have spoken but wish to add something, shoulc 
24 | be ready to speak tomorrow, and if -- yes, Chief? Go 
05 | ahead. 
ve CHIEF T'SELEIF: I was just asking 
271 do you want me to translate what you just said? 
28 THE COMMISSIONER: Couta. Vou 





translate what I have said. Go ahead, Chief. 


So, I will see you all 
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ARBEWESTOREPOR TING L-TD. 
BURINAIB TY 2, 83:C. 


l again here at 1:00 o'clock tomorrow, and I promise that 


2 I will be on time. I will be here at 1:00 ready to go, 


3 | and I am sure you will be too, so I will see you then. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED.) 
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